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4 TY certain perſonages of this deli ghiful litary are 


| introduced to the reader's acquaintance. 


TT was on the feat desen road nom York to 
London, about the beginning of the month Octo- 
ber, and the hour of eight in the evening, that four 
travellers were, by a violent ſhower of rain, driven 
for ſhelter into a little public-houſe on the ſide of 
the highway, diftinguiſhed by a ſign which was faid 
to exhibit the figure of a Black Lion. The kitchen, 
in which they aſſembled, was the only room for en- 
tertainment in the tioule; paved with red bricks, re- 
markably clean, furniſhed with three or four Windſor 
chairs, adorned with ſhining plates of pewter, and 
copper ſauce- pans nicely ſcoured, that even dazzled 
the eyes-of the beholder; while a chearful fire of ſea- 
coal blazed in the chimney. Three of the travellers, 
who arrived on horſeback, having ſeen their cattle 
properly accommodated in the ſtable, agreed to paſs 
the time, until the*weather ſhould clear up, over a 
1 of rumbo, which was * * 
vol. VI. B but 
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but the fourth, refuſing to join their company, took | 


his ſtation at the oppoſite” ſide of the chimney, and 
called for a pint of two-penny, with which he in- 
dulged himſelf apart. At a little diſtance, on his left 
hand, there was another groupe, conſiſting of the 
landlady a decent widow, her two daughters, the elder 


of whom. ſeemed to be about the age of fiſteen, 


and a country lad, who ſerved both as waiter and 
oſtler. 


The ſocial triumvirate was compoſed of Mr. Fillet, 


2 country practitioner 1 in fur ery and midwifery, Capt. 
Crowe, and his nephew Mr. Thomas Clarke, an attor- 
ney. Fillet was a man of ſome education, and a 


great deal of experience, ſhrewd, fly, and ſenſible. 


Capt. Crowe had commanded a merchant-ſhip in the 
Mediterranean trade for many years, and faved ſome 


money by dint of frugality- and traffic. He was an 
excellent ſeaman, brave, active, friendly in his way, 


and ſerupulouſſy honeſt; but as little acquainted 


with the world as a ſucking child; whimſical, impa- 


tient, and ſo impetuous, that he could not help 
breaking in upon the converſation, whatever it might 


be, with repeated interruptions, that ſeemed to burſt 
from him by involuntary impulſe: when be himſelf 


attempted to ſpeak, he never finiſhed his period; 
but made ſuch a number of abrupt tranſitions, that 
his diſcourſe ſeemed to be an unconnected. ſeries of 


unfiruſhed ſentences, the meaning: of which it was not 


ealy to decypher. 


His nephew, Tom Clarke, was a; young . 


whoſe. goodneſs of heart even the exerciſe of his pro- 
feſſion had not been able to corrupt. Before ſtrangers, 
he never owned himſelf an attorney, without bluſh- 


ing, ing he had no. reaſon to bluſh. for his on 
practice, for he conſtantly refuſed to engage in the 
cauſe. of any client whoſe character was equivocal, 


and was never known to act with ſuch induſtry as 
when concerned for the widow and orphan, or any 


ot hes object that; uad. in — — Indeed he 


4 was 


$SIK LAUNCELOT GREAVES 3. 


was ſo replete with human kindneſs, that as often as 
an affecting ſtory or circumſtance was told in his 


hearing, it overflowed at his eyes. Being of a warm 
complexion, he was very ſuſceptible of paſſion, and 


ſomewhat libertine in his amours. In other reſpects, 
he piqued himſelf on underſtanding the practice of 
the courts, and in private company he took pleaſure 
in laying down the law; but he was an indifferent 
orator, and tediouſly. circumſtantial in his explana- 
tions: his ſtature was rather diminutive; but, upon 


the whole, he had ſome title to the character of a 


pretty, dapper, little fellow. 


The ſolitary gueſt had ſomething very forbidding | 


in his aſpect, which was contracted by an habitual 
frown. His eyes were ſmall and red, and ſo deep ſet 


in: the ſockets, that each appeared like the undiſtin- 
> guiſhed ſnuff of a farthing- candle, gleaming through 


the horn of a dark lanthorn. His noſtrils were ele- 
vated in ſcorn, as if his ſenſe of ſmelling had been 
perpetually offended by ſome unſavoury odour; and 
he looked as if he wanted to ſhrink within himſelf, 


from the impertinence of ſociety. He wore a black 


periwig as ſtraight as the pinions of a raven, and this 
was covered with an hat flapped, and faſtened to his 
head by a ſpeckled handkerchief tied under his chin. 

He was wrapped in a great coat of brown frize, under 
which he ſeemed to conceal a ſmall bundle. His 
name was Ferret, and his character diſtinguiſhed by 
three peculiarities. He was never ſeen to ſmile; he 


was never heard to ſpeak in praiſe of any perſon what- 


ſoever; and he was never known to give a direct an- 
ſwer to any queſtion that was aſked: but ſeemed, on 
all occaſions, to be actuated by the moſt perverſe ſpi- 
rit of contradiction. e | | 
Capt. Crowe, having remarked that it was ſqually- 

weather, aſked how far it was to the next market 
town; and underſtanding that the diſtance was not 

leſs than ſix miles, ſaid he had a good mind to come 
to an anchor for the night, if ſo be as he could have 
1 a tole- 


- 
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A tolerable berth in this here harbour. Mr. Fillet, pers | 


ceiving by his ſtyle that he was a ſea- faring gentle · 
man, obſerved that their landlady was not uſed to 
lodge ſuch company; and expreſſed ſome ſurprize, 
that he who had no doubt endured ſo many ſtorms 


and hardſhips at ſea, ſhould think much of travelling 


five or ſix miles a horſeback by moon-light, For 
my part, ſaid he, I ride in all weathers, and at all 


| bours, without minding cold, wet, wind, or darkneſs. 


My conſtitution is ſo a unde add, that I believe I 
could live all the year at Spitzbergen. With reſpect 
to this road, I know every. foot of it ſo exactly, that 
Fll engage to travel forty miles upon it blindfold, 


without making one falſe ſtep; and if you have faith 8 


enough to put yourſelves under my auſpices, J will 


conduct you fate to an elegant inn, where you will 
meet with the beſt accommodation.“ Tliank 
you, brother (replied the Captain) we are much be- 


holden to you for your courteous offer; but how- 
ſomeyer, you muſt not think T mind foul weather 
more than my neighbours. I have worked hard aloft 


and alow in many a taught gale but this here is the 


caſe, d' ye ſee; we have run down a long day's reckon- 


, 


ing; our beaſts have had a hard ſpell; and as for my 
own hap, brother, 1 doubt my bottom-planks have 
loſt ſome of their ſheathing, berg as how q wart uſed 


60 that kind of ſcrubbing,” | 
_ The doctor, who had practiſed. on at « a man of | 

War in his youth, and was perfectly well acquainted 
with the Captain's dialect, aſſured him, that if his 

bottom was damaged, he would nero pay it with an 


excellent ſalve, which he always carried about him, 


to guard againſt ſuch accidents on the road: but 
Tom Clarke, who ſeemed to have caſt the eyes of 


affection upon the landlady's eldeſt daughter, Dolly, 


objected to their proceeding farther without reſt and 
refreſhment, as they had already travelled fifty miles 
ſince morning; and he was ſure his uncle muſt be 
fatigued both in mind * body, from vexation as 


well 
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well as from a hard exerciſe, to which he had not 
been accuſtomed. Fillet then deſiſted, ſaying, he 
was ſorry to find the Captain had any cauſe for vexa- 
tion; but he hoped it was not an incurable evil. 
This expreſſion was accompanied with a look of cu- 
rioſity, which Mr. Clarke was glad of an occaſion to 
gratify; for, as we have hinted above, he was a very 
communicative gentleman, and the affair which now 
lay upon his ſtomach intereſted him nearl 7. 
I'll aſſure you, Sir, (ſaid he) this here gentleman, 
Captain Crowe, who is my mother's own brother, has 
been cruelly uſed by ſome of his relations. He bears 
as good a character as any captain of a ſhip on the 
Royal Exchange, and has undergone a variety of hard- 
ſhips at ſea. What d'ye think, now, of his burſting all 
bis ſinews, and making his eyes ſtart out of his head in 
pulling his ſhip off a rock, whereby he ſaved to his 
 * owners.” — Here he was interrupted by the Captain, 
who exclaimed, © Belay, Tom, belay :—pr'ythee, 
don't veer out ſuch a deal of jaw. Clap a ſtopper on 
thy cable, and bring thyſelf up, my lad. —What a 
deal of ſtuff thou haſt pumped up concerning burſt- 
ing, and ſtarting, and pulling ſhips : Laud have mercy 
upon us Look ye here brother look ye here 
mind theſe poor crippled joints; two fingers on the 
ſtarboard, and three on the larboard hand; crooked, 
d'ye ſee, like the knees of a. bilander.—I'Il tell you 
what, brother, you ſeem to be a—ſhip deep laden 
rich cargoe current ſetting into the bay hard gale 
—lee-ſhore—all hands in the boat - tow round the 
headland—ſelf pulling for dear blood, againſt the 
whole crew,—Snap go the finger-braces—crack went 
the eye-blocks, Bounce day-ight—flaſh ſtar-light— 
down. I foundered, dark as hell—whizz went my 
ears, and my head {pun like a whirligig. That don't 
ſignty—I'm a Yorkſhire boy, as the ſaying is—all 
my life at ſea, brother, by reaſon of an old grand- 
mother and maiden aunt, a couple of old ſtinking— 
kept me theſe, forty; years out of my grandfather's 
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eſtate— Hearing as how they had taken their depar- 


ture, came aſhore, hired horſes, and clapped on all 
my canvas, ſteering to the northward, to take poſſeſ- 
fron of my But it don't ſignify talking—theſe two 
old d held a palaver with a lawyer an 
attorney, Tom, d'ye mind me, an attorney — and by 
his aſſiſtance hove me out my inheritance :—that's 
all, brother—hove me out of five hundred pounds a 
year that's all—what ſignifies but ſuch windfalls 
we don't every day pick up along ſhore.— Fill about, 
brother — yes, by the Lord! thoſe two ſmuggling 
harridans, with the aſſiſtance of an attorney —an at- 
torney, Tom hove me out of five hundred a _ * 
« Yes, indeed, Sir, (added Mr. Clarke) thoſe 
malicious old women docked the intel], and left 2 
eſtate to an alien,” - 

Here Mr. Ferret thought proper to intermingle 
in the converſation with a Pj, what, doſt talk 
of docking the intail? Do'ſt not know that by 


the ſtatute Weſtm. 2. 13 Ed. the will and in- 


tention of the donor muſt be fulfilled, and the 
tenant in tai ſhall not alien after iſſue had, or 
before.” Give me leave, Sir, (replied Tom) I 
preſume you are a practitioner in the law. Now 
you know, that in the caſe of a contingent remainder, 
the intail may be deſtroyed by levying a fine, and 
ſuffering | a recovery; or otherwiſe deſtroying the 


particular eſtate, before the contingency happens. If 
Feoffees, who poſſeſs an eſtate only during the life of 


4 ſon, where divers remainders are limited over, make 


a feoffment in fee to him, by the feoffment all the future 
remainders are deſtroyed. Indeed, a perſon in re- 


mainder may have a writ of intrufion, if any do intrude 


after the death of a tenant for life; and the writ 
er gravi querela lies to execute a deviſe in remainder, 
after the death of a tenant in tail without iffue”'— 
* Spoke like a true diſciple of Geber, cries Ferret. 
No, Sir, (replied Mr. Clarke) counſellor Caper is 
in the conveyancing way was clerk to ſerjeant 


Croaker.” © Ay, now you may ſet up for yourſelf 


5 (reſumed 
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{reſumed the other), for you can as unintelligibly 
as the beſtiof them: Vgʃũ U .. aint, 
„ Perhaps (ſaid Tom) I do hot make myſelf 
underſtood : if ſo be as how that is the caſe, let 
us change the poſition ; and ſuppoſe that this here 
gaaſe is a tail after a poſſibility of iſſue extintt. If a 
tenant in rail, after a poſſibility, make a feoffinent of 
his land, he in reverſion may enter for the forfeiture. 
Then we muſt make a diſtinction between general 
tail and ſpecial tail. It is the word body that makes 
the intail:· there muſt be a body in the rail, deviſed 
c heirs male or female, otherwiſe it is a fee- ſimple, 
1 becauſe it is not limited of what body. Thus a 
N corporation cannot be ſeized in tail. For example: 
here is a young woman — What is your name, my 
dear? Dolly,“ anſwered the daughter, with a 
curtſy. Here's Dolly—I ſeize Dolly in 7311. 
Dolly I ſeize you in tail. © Sha't'n then,“ cried Dolly, 
pouting. I am eg 6s land in fee I ſettle on 
Dolly in “. eie 
Dolly, who did not comprehend the nature of 
the illuſtration, underſtood him in a literal ſenſe, and 
in a whimpering tone exclaimed; © Sha't'n then, I tell 
thee, curſed tuoad !!!? Tom, however, was ſo tranſ⸗ 
ported with his ſubject, that he took no notice of 
poor Dolly's miſtake ; but proceeded in his harangue 
upon the different kinds of tails, remainders, and: ſeijms, 
when he was interrupted by a noiſe that alarmed the 
whole company. The rain had been ſucceeded by 
a ſtorm of wind, that howled around the houſe with 
the moſt ſavage impetuoſity ; and the heavens were 
overcaſt in ſuch a manner, that not one ſtar appeared, 
ſo that all without was darkneſs and uproar. This 
aggravated the horror of divers loud ſcreams, which 
even the noiſe of the blaſt could not exclude from 
the aſtoniſhed ears of our travellers. Capt. Crowe 
called out, Avaſt, avaſt! Tom Clarke fat ſilent, 
ſtaring wildly, with his mouth ſtill open; the ſurgeon 
himſelf ſeemed ſtartled, and Ferret's countenance. be- 
trayed evident marks of confuſion, The oſtler moved 
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„and the good woman of the 
daughters, _—_ cloſe to the 


nearer the chimn 
houſe, with her t 


After Gala paule, the Captain farting: up. © Theſe 
(ſaid he) be ſignals of diſtreſs, Some poor ſouls in 
danger. of foundering—Let us bear up a-head, and 
ſee if we can give them any aſſiſtance.” The land- 
lady begged him, for Chriſtis ſake, not to think of 


going out; for it was a ſpirit that would lead him 


aſtray into fens and rivers, and certainly do: him a 
miſchief. Crowe ſeemed to be. ſtaggered by this 
remonſtrance, which his nephew reinforced, obſerving, 
that it might be a. ſtratagem of rogues: to decoy 
them into the fields, that they might rob them 


under the cloud of night. Thus exhorted, he re- 


ſumed his ſeat; and Mr. Ferret began to make very 


ſevere ſtrictures upon the folly and fear of thoſe 


who believed and trembled at the viſitation of ſpirits, 
ghoſts, and goblins. He ſaid, he would engage with 
twelve penny-worth of phoſphorus to frighten a whole 
pariſh out of their ſenſes: then he expatiated on 
the puſillanimity of the nation in general; ridiculed 
the militia, cenſured the government, and dropped 
ſome hints about a change of hands, which the 
Captain could n and the Doctor would not com- 
Prehend; eit fl. 

Tom Clarke, 8 the n of 115 diſcourſe, 
concluded he/was a miniſterial ſpy, and communi- 
cated his opinion to his uncle in a whiſper, while this 
miſanthrope continued to pour forth his invectives 
with a fluency peculiar to himſelf. The truth is, 
Mr. Ferret had been a party-writer, not from prin- 


ciple, but employment, and had felt the rod of 


power; in order to avoid a ſecond exertion of which, 
he now found it convenient to ſkulk about in the 
country ; for he had received intimation of a warrant 
from the ſecretary of ſtate, who wanted to be better 
acquainted with his perſon. Notwithſtanding the 
On nature 9 __ eines Jar: it was become ſo 
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habitual to him to think and ſpeak in a certain 
manner, that even before ſtrangers, whoſe principles 
and connexions he could not poſſibly know, he 
hardly ever opened his mouth, without uttering 
ſome direct or implied farcaſm againft the govern- 
-ment. nn. 3 1 3 | Sy * | 

He had already proceeded a conſiderable way in 
_ demonſtrating; that the nation was bankrupt: and 

beggared, and that thoſe who ſtood at the helm were 
ſteering full into the gulph of inevitable deſtruction ; 
when his lecture was ſuddenly ſuſpended by a violent 
knocking at the door, which threatened the whole 
houſe with immediate demolition. - Capt. Crowe, 
believing they ſhould be inſtantly boarded, unſheathed 
his hanger, and ſtood in a poſture of defence. , Mr. 
Fillet armed himſelf with the poker, which hap- 
pened to be red-hot : the oſtler pulled down a ruſty 
firelock, that hung by the roof, over a flitch of bacon. 
Tom Clarke, perceiving the landlady and her children 
diſtracted with terror, conducted them, out of mere 
compaſſion, below: ſtairs. into the cellar; and as for 
Mr. Ferret, he prudently withdrew into an adjoining 
pantry,  - | F $63... 

But as a perſonage of great importance in this 
entertaining hiſtory was forced to remain ſome time 
at the door, before he could gain admittance, ſo 
muſt the reader wait with patience for the next 
chapter, in which he will ſee the cauſe of this diſ- 
turbance explained much to his comfort and edifi- 
cation. | e | rofl i196 
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CHAP. II. 


I, which the. Lare of theſe. — makes his hh 
1 15 ee ee on the Habe 4 action. 


* outward 1 of the Black Lion had — 
ſuſtained two dreadful ſhocks ; but at the third 
it flew open, and in ſtalked an apparition, that ſmote 
.the hearts of our travellers with fear and trepidation. 
It was the figure of a man armed cap-a-pie, bearing 
on his ſhoulder a.bundle dropping with water, which 
| afterwards appeared to be the body of a man that 
ſeemed.to have been drowned, and fiſhed * from the 
bottom of the neighbouring river. 

Having depoſited his burthen carefully on the floor, | 
he addreſſed himſelf to the company in theſe. words: 
ge not ſurpriſed, good people, at this unuſual ap- 
pearance, which I ſhall take an opportunity to ex- 
plainz and forgive the rude and boiſterous manner in 
which I have demanded, and indeed forced admit- 
tance: the violence of my intruſion was the effect of 
neceflity. In croſſing the river, my *ſquire and his 
horſe were ſwept away by the ſtream; and with ſome 
difficulty I have been able to drag him aſhore, though: 
I am afraid my aſſiſtance reached him too late: for, 
fince I — him to land, he 5 given no ſigns of 


Here he was interrupted by a groan, — — — * 
from the cheſt of the ſquire, and terrified the ſpec- 
tators as much as it comforted the maſter. After 
ſome recollection, Mr. Fillet began to undreſs the 
body, which was laid in a blanket on the floor, and 
rolled from ſide to ſide by his direction. A conſider- 
able quantity of water being diſcharged from the 
mouth of this unfortunate ſquire, he uttered a hi- 
deous roar, and, opening his eyes, ſtared wildly around: 
then the ſurgeon undertook for his recovery ; and his 

maſter 
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maſter went forth with the oſtler in queſt of the horſes, 
which he had left by the ſide of the river. His back 
was no ſooner turned than Ferret, who had been peep- 
ing from behind the pantry- door, ventured to rejoin 
the company; pronouncing with a ſmile, or rather, 
grin of contempt, © Hey-day! what precious mum- 
mery is this? What, are we to have the farce of Ham- 
let's ghoſt? - *5. Adzooks (cried the Captain) my 
kinſman Tom has dropped a-ſtern—hope in. God 
a-has not bulged to, and gone to bottom.“ Piſſi 
exclaimed the miſanthrope) there's no danger; the 
young lawyer is only ſeizing Dolly in tail, N 
Certain it is, Dolly ſqueaked at that inſtant in the 
cellar; and Clarke appearing ſoon after in ſome con- 
fuſion, declared ſhe had been frightened by a flaſh of 
lightning: but this aſſertion was not confirmed by 
the young lady herſelf, who eyed him with a ſullen 
regard, indicating diſpleaſure, though not indifference 
and when queſtioned by her mother, replied, * A- 
doan't maind what a- ſays, ſo a-doan't, vor all his 
goalden jacket, then. 47 353 ; 
In the mean time the ſurgeon had performed the 
operation of phlebotomy on the ſquire, who was 


lifted into a chair, and ſupported by the landlady 


for that purpoſe; but he had not as yet given any 
ſign of having retrieved the uſe of his ſenſes. And 
here Mr. Fillet could not help contemplating, with 
ſurprize, the ſtrange figure and accoutrements of his 
patient, who ſeemed in age to be turned of fifty. His 
| flature was below the middle fize: he was thick, 


ſquat, and brawny, with a {mall protuberance on one 


ſhoulder, and a prominent belly, which, in conſe- 
quence of the water he had fwallowed, now ſtrutted, 
beyond its uſual dimenſions. His forehead was re- 
markably convex, and ſo very low, that his black 
buſhy hair deſcended within an inch of his nofe; but 
this did not conceal the wrinkles of his front, which 
were manifold. . His ſmall glimmering eyes reſembled 
thoſe of the Hampſhire porker, that turns up the ſoil 

8 with 
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with his en ſnout. His checks were ſhrivelled 
and puckered at the corners, like the ſeams of a regi- 
mental coat as it comes from the hands of the con- 


tractor: his noſe bore a ſtrong analogy in ſhiape to a 


tennis- ball, and in colour to a mulberry ; for all the 
water of the river had not been able to quench the 


natural fire of that feature. His upper jaw was fur- 


niſhed with two long white ſharp- pointed teeth or 
fangs, ſuch as the reader may have obſerved in the 
chaps of 'a wolf, or full grown maſtiff, and an ana- 
tomiſt would deſcribe as a preternatural elongation of 
the dentes canini. His chin was ſo long, ſo peaked, 
and incurvated, as to form in profile, with his im- 


pending forehead, the exact reſemblance of a moon in 


the firſt quarter. With reſpect to his equipage, he 
bad a leathern cap upon his head, faced like thoſe 
worn by marines, and exhibiting in embroidery the 
figure of a creſcent. His coat was of white cloth 
faced with black, and cut in a very antique faſhion; 
and, in lieu of a waiſtcoat, he wore a buff jerkin. 
His feet were caſed with looſe buſkins, which, though 
they roſe almoſt to his knee, could not hide that cur- 
vature, known by the appellation of bandy legs. A 
large ſtring of bandaliers garniſhed a broad belt that 


= his ſhoulders, from whence depended an in- 


ment of war, which was ſomething between a 
backſword and a cutlaſs; and a caſe of piſtols were 
ſtuck in his girdle. 

\Such was the figure which the whole 3 now 
ſurveyed with admiration. After ſome pauſe, he 
ſeemed to recover his recollection. He rolled about 
his eyes around, and, attentively ſurveying every indi- 
vidual, exclaimed, in a ſtrange tone, Bodikins ! 
where's Gilbert?” This interrogation did not ſavour 


much of ſanity, eſpecially when accompanied with a 


wild ſtare, which is generally interpreted as a ſure fign 
of a diſturbed underſtanding: nevertheleſs, the ſur- 
geon endeavoured to aſſiſt his recollection. Come 


178 he) have a good heart. How doſt do, friend“: 


« Do! 


sin LAUNCELOT /GREAVES. x8 


* Do! (replied the ſquire) do as well as I can: 
that's a lie too: I might have done better. I had no 
buſineſs to be here, Lou ought to thank God 
and your maſter (reſumed the ſurgeon) for tlie pro- 
vidential eſcape you have bad. Thank my maſ- 
ter! (cried the ſquire) thank the devil! Go and teach 
your grannum tò crack filberds. I know who I'm 
bound to pray for, and who I ought to curſe the 
longeſt day I have to live 
Flere the Captain interpoſing, Nay, brother (ſaid 
he) you are bound to pray for this here gentleman as 
your ſheet-anchor; for, if ſo be as he had not cleared 
your ſtowage of the water you had taken in at your 
upper works, and lightened your veins, d'ye ſee, by 
taking away ſome of your blood, adad| you had 
driven before the gale, and never been brought up in 
this world again, d' ye ſee, What, then you would 
perſuade me (replied the patient) that the only way to 
ſave my life was to ſhed my precious blood? Look 
ye, friend, it ſhall not he loſt blood to me.—I take 
you all to witneſs, that there ſurgeon, or apothecary, 
or farrier, or dog- doctor, or whatſoever he may be, has 
robbed me of the balſam of life: — he has not left ſo 
much blood in my body as would fatten a ſtarved 
flea.— O! that there was a lawyer here to ſerve him 
with a fiſerari.” ET > craters i cp 
Then fixing his eyes upon Ferret, he proceeded; 
An' t you a limb of the law, friend? No, I cry 
you mercy, you look more like a ſhew-man or a con- 
jurer,” Ferret, nettled at this addreſs, anſwered, 
« It would be well for you, that I could : conjure a 
little common ſenſe into that numbſcull of yours.” 
If I want that commodity (rejoined the ſquire) I 
muſt go to another market, I trow.—You legerdemain 
men be more, like -to conjure the money from our 
pockets, than ſenſe into our ſculls. Vor my own part, 
I was once cheated of vorty good ſhillings by one of your 
_ x= cups and balls.” In all probability he would 
— have deſcended to particulars, had he not been — 
5 : with 
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with a return of his nauſea; which obliged him to call 
for a bumper of brandy. This remedy being ſwallowed, 
the tumult in his ſtomach ſubſided. He deſired he 
might be put to- bed without delay, and that half a 
dozen eggs and 4 pound of bacon might, i in a Ow 
of hours, be dreſſed for his ſupper. - 

He was accordingly led off the ſcene by the land- 
lady and her daughter; and Mr. Ferret had juſt time 
to obſerve the fellow was a compoſition, in which he 
did net know whether knave or fool moſt predomi- 
nated, when the maſter returned from the ſtable. He 
had taken off his helmet. and now diſplayed a very 
engäging countenance, His age did not ſeem to 
exceed thirty; he was tall, and ſeemingly robuſt; his 
face long ard oval, his noſe aquiline, his mouth fur- 
niſhed” with a ſet of elegant teeth white as the drifted 
ſnowy his complexion clear, and his aſpect noble. 
Eis cheſnut hair looſely flowed in ſhort natural curls; 
and his grey eyes ſhone with ſuch vivacity, as plainly 
fhewed that his reaſon was a little diſcompoſed. Such 
an appearance prepoſſeſſed the greater part of the 
company in his favour: he bowed round with the moſt 
pokte and affable addreſs; enquired about his ſquire, 
and, being informed of the pains Mr. Fillet had taken 
for his recovery, inſiſted upon that gentleman's ac- 

ting an handſome gratuity: then, in confideration 

the cold bath he had undergone, he was prevailed 
upon to take the poſt of honour; namely, the great _ 
chair fronting” the fire, which was reinforced with a 
billet of wood for his comfort and convenience. = 

Perceiving his fellow-travellers, either over-awed' 
into'filence by his preſence, or ſtruck dumb with ad- 
miration at his equipage, he accoſted them in theſe 
words, while an agreeable ſmile dimpled on his cheek. | 

e The good company wonders, no doubt, to ſes 
a man caſed in armour, ſuch as hath been for above 2 
whole century diſuſed in this and every other countr7 


of Europe; and perhaps they will be ſtill more fur- 


prifed, when * hear that man profeſs himſelf a. 
novitiate 
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novitiate of that military order, which hath of old 
been diſtinguiſhed. in Great Britain, as well as through 
all Chriſtendom, by the name of Knights-Errant. 
Ves, gentlemen, in that painful and thorny path of 
toil and danger I have begun my career, a candidate 
for honeſt fame; determined, as far as in me lies, to 
honour and aſſert the efforts of virtue; to combat 
vice in all her forms, redreſs injuries, chaſtiſe oppreſ- 
ſion, protect the helpleſs and forlorn, relieve the indi- 
gent, exert my beſt endeavours in the cauſe of inno- 
cence. and beauty, and dedicate my taleats, ſuch as 

they are, to the ſervice of my country. . 


What! (ſaid Ferret) you ſet up for a modern Don 
Quixote? — The ſcheme is rather too ſtale and extra- 
vagant.— What was an humorous. romance, and well - 
timed fatire. in Spain, near two hundred years ago, 
will make but a ſorry jeſt, and appear equally inſipid 
and abſurd, when really acted from affectation, at this 
time of day, in a country like England.. 

The Knight, eyeing this cenſor. with a look of diſ- 
dain, replied, in a ſolemn lofty. tone: He that from 
affectation imitates. the extravagancies recorded of 
Don Quixote, is an impoſtor equally wicked and con- 
temptible. He that counterfeits madneſs, unleſs he 
diſſembles like the elder. Brutus, for ſome virtuous 
purpoſe, not only debaſes his on ſoul, but acts as 
a traitor. to heaven, by denying the divinity that is 
within him. I am neither an affected imitator of Don 
Quixote, nor, as I. truſt in heaven, viſited by that 
ſpirit of lunacy ſo admirably diſplayed in the fictitious 
character exhibited by the inimitable Cervantes. I 
have not yet encountered a windmill for a giant; nor 
miſtaken this public-houſe for a magnificent caſtle: 
neither do I believe this gentleman to be the conſtable; 
nor that worthy practitioner to be maſter Elizabat, 
the furgeon. recorded in Amadis de Gaul; nor you to 
be the enchanter Alquife, nor any other ſage of hiſtory 
or romance. I ſee and diſtinguiſh objects as they are 
diſcerned and deſcribed by other men. I reaſon 
5 5 1 | EY without 
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without prejudice, can endure contradiction, and, as 
the company perceives, even bear impertinent cenſure 
without paſſion or reſentment. I quarrel with none 
dut the foes of virtue and decorum, againſt whom! have 
declared perpetual war, and them J will every where 
attack as the natural enemies of mankind:” | 

* But that war (ſaid the cynic) may Loi be 
bioupht to a concluſion, and your adventures Cloſe in 
Bridewell, provided you meet with ſome determined 
conftable; Who will ſeize your worſhip as a vagrant, 
according to the ſtatute.” Heaven and earth! (cried 
the ſtranger, ſtarting up and laying his hand on his 
ford)" do I live to hear myſelf inſulted with ſuch an 
opprobrious epithet, and refrain from trampling into 
duſt the inſolent calumniator! ? 

The tone in which theſe words were Neuner, 
and the indignation that flaſhed from the eyes of the 
ſpeaker, intimidated ' every individual of the ſociety; 
and reduced Ferret to a temporary privation of all his 
faculties. His eyes retired within their ſockets: his 
complexion, which was naturally of a copper hue, now 
ſhifted'to a leaden colour; his teeth began to chatter; 
and all his limbs were agitated by a ſudden palſy, 
The Knight obſerved his condition, and reſumed his 
ſeat, faying, * I was to blame, ny vengeance muſt 
be reſerved for very different objects. —Friend, you 
have nothing to fear—the ſudden guſt of paſſion is 

now blown over. / Recolle& yourſelf, and I Will reaſon 
calmly on the obſervation you have made.” 

This was a very ſeaſonable declaration to Mr. Ferret, 
who opened his eyes, and wiped his forehead, while 
the other proceeded in theſe terms. You ſay I am 
in danger of being apprehended as a vagrant: I am 
not ſo ignorant of the laws of my country, but that 1 
know the deſcription of thoſe who fall within the legal 
meaning of this odious term. You muſt" give me 
leave to inform you, friend, that I am neither bear- 
ward, fencer, ſtroller, gipſey, mountebank, nor men- 
Mon 3 3 nor do I practiſe lubtle craft to dedulve and 

| impoſe 
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impoſe upon the king's lieges; nor can I be held as an 
idle diſorderly perſon, travelling from place to place, 
collecting monies by virtue of counterfeited paſſes, 
briefs, and other falſe pretences—In what reſpect 
therefore am I to be deemed a vagrant? Anſwer 
boldly, without fear or ſcruple.“ Df 

To this interrogation the miſanthrope replied, with 
a faultering accent, If not a vagrant, you incur the 
penalty for riding armed in affray of the peace.” 
e But, inſtead of riding armed in affray of the peace 
freſumed the other), I ride in preſervation of the peace; 
and gentlemen are allowed by the law to wear armour 
for their defence. Some ride with blunderbuſſes, 
ſome with piſtols, ſome with ſwords, according to their 
various inclinations. Mine is to wear the armour 
of my fore-fathers: perhaps I uſe them for exerciſe, 
in order to accuſtom myſelf to fatigue, and ſtrengthen 
= conſtitution : perhaps I aſſume them for a fro- 
ick.“ | | 

* But if you ſwagger armed and in diſguiſe, aſſault 
me on the highway, or put me in bodily fear, for 
the ſake of the jeſt, the law will puniſh you in 
earneſt,” (cried the other.) © But my intention 
(anſwered the Knight) is carefully to avoid all thoſe 
occaſions of offences.” © Then (faid Ferret) you 
may go unarmed, like other ſober people.” © Not 
1o, (anſwered the Knight) as I propole to travel all 
times, and in all places, mine armour may guard me 
againſt the attempts of treachery ; it may defend me 
in combat againſt odds, ſhould I be affaulted by a 
multitude, or have occaſion to bring malefactors to 
Juſtice.” | 
What, then (exclaimed the philoſopher) you 
intend to co-operate with the honourable fraternity of 
thiet-takers?” © I do purpoſe (ſaid the youth, 
eyeing him with a look bf ineffable contempt) to 
act as a coadjutor to the law, and even to remedy 
evils which the law cannot reach; to detect fraud 
and treaſon, abaſe inſolence, mortify pride, diſcourage 
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ſlander, diſgrace. immodeſty, and ſtigmatize ingra - 
titude: but the infamous part of a thief-catcher's- 
character I diſclaim. . I. neither aſſociate with rob- 
bers and pick-pockets, knowing them to be ſuch, 
that, in being intruſted with their ſecrets, I may 
the more effectually betray them; nor ſhall I ever 


pocket the reward granted by the legiſlature to thoſe | 


by whom robbers are brought to conviction : but 
I ſhall always think it my duty to rid my country of 
that pernicious vermin, which preys upon the bowels 
of the commonwealth—not but that an incorporated 


company of licenſed thieves might, under proper re- 


ulations, be of ſervice to the community.” | _ 
Ferret, emboldened by the ve tameneſs with 
which the ſtranger bore his laſt reflection, began to 
think he had nothing of Hector but his outſide, and 
gave a looſe to all the acrimony of his party-rancour. 
Hearing the Knight mention a company of licenſed 
thieves, © What elſe (cried he) is the majority of 
the nation? What is your ſtanding army at home, 
that eat up their fellow-ſubjects? What are your 
mercenaries abroad, whom you hire to fight their 
own quarrels? What is your militia, that wiſe 
meaſure of a ſagacious miniſtry, but a larger 
of petty thieves, who ſteal ſheep and poultry through 
mere 1dleneſs ; and were they confronted with an 
enemy, would ſteal themſelves away ? What 1s your 
- + but a knot of thieves, who pillage the 
nation under colour of law, and enrich themſelves 
with the wreck of their country? When you conſider 
the enormous. debt of above an hundred millions, 
the intolerable load of taxes and impoſitions under 

which we groan, and the manner in which that 


burthen is yearly accumulating, to ſupport two Ger- 


man electorates without our receiving any thing in 
return but the ſhews of triumph and ſhadows of 
conqueſt ; I ſay, when you reflect on theſe circum- 
ftances, and at the ſame time behold our cities filled 
with bankrupts, and our country with beggars ; can 
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you. be ſo infatuated as to deny that the miniſtry * 
is mad, or worſe than mad; our wealth exhauſted, 
our people miſerable, our credit blaſted, and our ſtate 
on the brink of perdition? This proſpect, indeed, 
will make the fainter impreſſion, if we recollect that 
we ourſelves are a pack of ſuch profligate, corrupted, 
puſillanimous raſcals, as deſerve no ſalvation.” Ho 
The ftranger, raiſing his voice to a loud tone, re- 
plied, “ Such, indeed, are the infinuations, equally falſe 
and infidious, with which the deſperate emiſſaries 
of a party endeavour to poiſon the minds of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, in defiance of common: honeſty 
and common ſenſe. But he muſt be blind to all 
perception, and dead to candour, who does not fee 
and own that we are involved in a juſt and neceſſary 
war, which has been maintained on truly Britiſh 
Ee proſecuted with vigour, and crowned with 
ſucceſs; that our taxes are eaſy, in proportion to our 
wealth; that our conqueſts are equally glorious and 
important; that our commerce flouriſhes, our people 
are happy, and our enemies reduced to deſpair.— 
Is there a man who boaſts a Britiſh heart, that repines 
at the ſucceſs and proſperity of his country? Such 
there are, O ſhame to patriotiſm, and reproach to 
Great Britain! who act as the emiſſaries of France 
both in word and 2 3 who exaggerate our ne- 
ceſſary burthens, magnify our dangers, extol the 
power of our enemies, deride our victories, extenuate 
our conqueſts, condemn the meaſures of our govern- 
ment, and ſcatter the feeds of diſſatisfaction through 
the land. Such domeſtic traitors are doubly the 
objects of deteſtation ; firſt, in perverting truth; 
and ſecondly, in propagating falſehood, to the pre- 
judice of that community of which they have pro- 
feſſed themſelves members. One of theſe is well 
known by the name of Ferret, an old, rancorous, 
incorrigible inſtrument of ſedition: happy it is for 
him, that he has never fallen in my way; for, not- 
withſtanding the maxims of forbearance which I have 
© . adopted, 


* 
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adopted, the i Lat which the character of that 


caitiff inſpires, would probably impel me 'to ſome a& 


of violence, and I ſhould cruſh him like an ungrateful 
viper, that gnawed the boſom which warmed it into 
life !**: 

; Theſe laft words were pronounced with a wildneſs 
of look, that even bordered upon phrenzy. The 
miſanthrope once more retired to the pantry for 
ſhelter, and the reſt of the gueſts were evidently diſ- 
concerted. 

Mr. F iuet, in order to change the converſation, 
which was likely to produce ſerious conſequences, ex- 
preſſed uncommon ſatisfaction at the remarks which 
the Knight had made, ſignified his approbation of 


the honourable office he had undertaken; declared 


himſelf happy in having ſeen ſuch an accompliſhed 
cavalier; and obſerved, that nothing was wanting 
to render him a complete knight- errant, but ſome 
celebrated beauty, the miſtreſs of his heart, whoſe 
idea might animate his breaſt, and ſtrengthen his arm 
to the utmoſt exertion of valour: he added, that love 
was the ſoul of chivalry. + | 
The ſtranger ſtarted at this diſchurſs: He turhed 
tis eyes on the ſurgeon with a fixed _ his 
countenance changed : a torrent of tears guſhed down 
his cheeks: his head funk upon his boſom: he 
heaved a profound ſigh ; and remained in ſilence with 
all the external marks of unutterable ſorrow. The 
company were in ſome meaſure infected by his de- 
ſpondence; concerning the cauſe of which, however, 
they would not venture to 1nquire. 


By this time the landlady, having diſpoſed of the 


*{quire, deſired to know, with many curtſies, if his 
honour would not chuſe to put off his wet garments; 
aſſuring him, that ſhe had a very good feather- bed 


at his ſervice, upon which many gentlevolks of the 


virſt quality had lain; that the ſheets were well 
aired ; and that Dolly ſhould warm them for his 
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being repeated, he ſeemed to wake from a trance 
of grief; aroſe from his ſeat, and, bowing courteouſſy 
to the company, withdrew. | : 
Captain Crowe, whoſe faculty of ſpeech had been 
all this time abſorbed in amazement, now broke into 
the converſation with a volley of interjections: © Split 
my ſnatchblock ! —Odd's firkin ! —Splice my old 
ſhoes I have failed the falt ſeas, brother, ſince 
I was no higher than the Triton's taffrel—eaſt, weſt, 
north, and ſouth, as the ſaying 1s—Blacks, Indians, 
Moors, Morattos, and Sepoys ;—but, ſmite my tim- 


| bers | ſuch a man of war—” | 


Here he was interrupted by his nephew Tom 
Clarke, who had diſappeared at the Knight's firſt 
entrance, and now produced himſelf with an eagerneſs 


in his look, while the tears ſtarted in his eyes.— 


4 Lord bleſs my ſoul ! (cried he) I know that gen- 
tleman, and his ſervant, as well as I know my own 
father.—I am his own godſon, uncle; he ſtood for 
me when he was a boy—yes, indeed, fir, my father 
was ſteward to the eſtate I may ſay I was bred up 
in the family of fir Everhard Greaves, who has been 
dead theſe two years—this is the only ſon, fir Laun- 
celot; the beſt-natured, worthy, generous gentleman— 
I care not who knows it: I love him as well as if he 
was my own fleſh and blood. ??: FI) 
At this period Tom, whoſe heart was of the melting 


mood, began to ſob and weep plenteouſly, from pure 


affection. Crowe, who was not very ſubject to theſe. 


tenderneſſes, damned him for a chicken-hearted lub- 


ber; repeating, with much peeviſhneſs, © What do'ſt 
cry for? what de'ſt cry for, noddy ?*”* The ſurgeon, 
impatient to know the ſtory of fir Launcelot, which 
he had heard imperfe&ly recounted, begged that 


Mr. Clarke would compoſe himſelf, and relate it 


as circumſtantially as his memory could retain the 
particulars; and Tom, wiping his eyes, promiſed 
to give him that ſatisfaction; which the reader if he 
be ſo minded, may partake in the next chapter. | 
10 a C3 
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Which the reader, on a may wiſh Were FINER | 
| the Ja, 


* Doctor e a — of the kay 
and mixed the ingredients ſecundum artem; Tom 
Clarke hemmed thrice, to clear his pipes; while the 


reſt of the company, including Dolly and her mother, 
who had by this time adminiſtered to the knight, 


compoſed themſelves into earneſt and huſhed atten- 
tion. Then the young lawyer began his narration 
to this effect 

J tell ye what, gemmen, I don't pechad 5 in this 
here caſe to flouriſh and harangue like a having ne- 
ver been called to but what of that, d'ye ſee? per- 
haps I may knew as much as facts are facts, as the 


 faying is. Hall tell, repeat, and relate a plain flory 


matters of fact, d'ye ſee, without rhetoric, oratory, 
ornament, or meli ment; without repetition, tau- 


tology, circumlocution, or going about the buſh: 


facts which I ſhall aver, partly on the teſtimony of 

my own knowledge, and partly from the information 
of reſponſible evidences of good repute! and credit, 
any circumſtance known to the contrary notwithſtand- 


ing for, as the law faith, if ſo be as how there 15 


an exception to evidence, that exception is in its nature 
but a denial of what is taken to be good by the other 
party, and exceptio in non exceptis, firmat regulam, d'ye 
ſee. But howlomever, in regard to this here affair, we 
need not be fo ſcrupulous as if we were pleading be- 
fore a judge ſedente curia.— 

Ferret, whoſe curiofity was rather more eager than 
. that of any other perſon in this audience, being pro- 
voked by this preamble, daſhed the pipe he had juſt 
filled in pieces againſt the grate; and after baving 
hm the inter) jection piſa! with an 1 


N 15-26 a 
AR nt 34's 2 


SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 23 


of aſpect altogether peculiar to himſelf, If (faid he) 
| impertinence and folly were felony by the ſtatute, 
there would be no want of unexceptionable evidence 
to hang ſuch an eternal babbler.” nan, babbler ! 
(cried Tom, reddening with paſſion, and ſtarting up) I'd 
have you to know, fir, that I can bite as well us bab- 
ble; and that, if I am ſo minded, I can run upo the 
foot after my game without being in fault, as the 
faying is; and, which is more, I can ſhake an old fox 
by the collar.” | : 
How far this young lawyer might have proceeded 
to prove himſelf ſtaunch on the perſon of the miſan- 
thrope, if he had not been prevented, we ſhall not 
determine; but the whole company were alarmed at 
his looks and expreſſions. . Dolly's rofy - cheeks aſ- 
ſumed an aſh-colour, while ſhe ran between the diſ- 
putants, crying, Naay, naay—vor the love of God 
doant then, doant then!” But Captain Crowe exerted 
a parental authority over his nephew, ſaying, © Avaſt, 
Tom, avaſt !|—Snugg's the word — we'll have no 
boarding, d'ye ſee —Haul forward thy chair again, 
take thy berth, and proceed with thy ſtory in a direct 
courſe, without yawing like a Dutch yanky.” - © - + 
Tom, thus tutored, recolle&ed himſelf, reſumed 
his ſeat, and after ſome pauſe, plunged at once into 
the current of narration. I told you before, gem- 
men, that the gentleman in armour was the only ſon 
of fir Everhard Greaves, who poſſeſſed a free eftate 
of five thouſand a year in our county, and was re- 
ſpected by all his neighbours, as much for his per- 
ſonal merit as for his family fortune. With reſpe& 
to his ſon Launcelot, whom you have ſeen, I can re- 
member nothing until he returned from the univer- 
ſity, about the age of ſeventeen, and then I myſelf 
was not more than ten years old. The young gem- 
man was at that time in mourning for his mother; 
though, God he knows, fir Everhard had more cauſe 
to rejoice than to be afflicted at her death: for, 
among friends, (here he lowered his voice, and looked 
SITE Ont Cc 4 = round 
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round the kitchen) ſhe was very whimſical, expenſive, 
and ill-tempered, and, I'm afraid, a little upon the 
—flighty order —a little touched or ſo but mum 
for that - the lady is now dead; and it is my maxim, 
de mortuis nil niſi bonum. The young 'ſquire was even 
then very handſome, and looked remarkably well in 
his weepers; but he bad an awkward air and ſham- 


bling gait, ſtooped mortally, and was ſo ſhy and ſilent 
that he would not look a ſtranger in the face, nor 


open his mouth before company. Whenever he 
ſpied a horſe or carriage at the gate, he would make 
his eſcape into the garden, and from thence into the 


pk 3 where many's the good time and often he has 


cen found fitting under a tree, with a book in 
his hand, reading Greek, Lakin, and other foreign 
linguas. 

& Sir Everhard himſelf was no grest ſcholar, and 
my father had forgot his claſſical learning; and ſo 
the rector of the pariſh was deſired to examine young 


Launcelot. It was a long time before he found an 


opportunity; the ſquire always gave him the ſlip.— 


At length the parſon catched him in bed of a morn- 


ing, and, locking the door, to it they went tooth and 


mall. What paſſed betwixt them the Lord in hea- 


ven knows; but, when the doctor came forth, he 
looked wild and haggard as if he had ſeen a ghoſt, 


his face as white as paper, and his lips trembling like 


an aſpen- leaf. Parſon (ſaid the knight) what 1s 
the — — ?—how do'ſt find my ſon? I hope he won't 
turn out a ninny, and diſgrace his family.” The 
doctor, wiping the ſweat from his forehead, replied, 
with ſome heſitation, © he could not tell—he hoped 
the beſt—the ſquire was to be ſure a very extraordi- 
nary young gentleman.“ But the father urging him 
to give an explicit anſwer, he frankly declared, that, 
in his opinion, the ſon would turn out either a mir- 
rour of wiſdom, or a monument of folly; for his ge- 
nius and diſpoſition were altogether preternatural. 


* knight was ſomly vexed at this declaration, and 
2 ada 
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ſignified his diſpleaſure by ſaying, the doctor, like a 


true prieſt, dealt in myſteries and oracles, that would 
admit of different and indeed contrary interpretations. 
He afterwards conſulted my father, who had ſerved 
as ſteward upon the eſtate for above thirty years, 
and acquired a conſiderable ſhare of his fayour, 
« Will. Clarke, (ſaid he, with tears in his eyes) what 
ſhall I do with this unfortunate lad? I would to God 
he had never been born; for I fear he will bring my 
grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. When I am 

one, he will throw away the eſtate, and bring him- 
Fig to infamy and ruin by keeping company with 
rooks and beggars.— O Will! I could forgive extra- 
vagance in a young man; but it breaks my heart to 
ſee my only ſon give ſuch repeated proofs of a mean 
ſpirit and ſordid diſpoſition !? VER 
Here the old gentleman ſhed a flood of tears, 
and not without ſome ſhadow of reaſon. By this 
time Launcelot was grown ſo reſerved to his father, 


that he ſeldom ſaw him, or any of his relations, except 
when he was in a manner forced to appear at table, 


and there his baſhfulneſs ſeemed every day to en- 
creaſe. On the other hand, he had formed ſome 


very ſtrange connexions. Every morning he viſited 
the ſtable, where he not only converſed with the 


grooms and helpers, but ſcraped acquaintance with 
the horſes: he fed his favourites with his own 
hand, ſtroked, careſſed, and rode them by turns; 
till at laſt they grew ſo familiar, that, even. when 


they were a-field- at graſs, and ſaw him at a diſ- 


tance, they would toſs their manes, whinny like 


ſo many colts at ſight of the dam, and, galloping up 


to the place where he ſtood, ſmell him all over. 
Lou muſt know that I myſelf, though a child, 
was his companion in all theſe excurſions. He took 
a liking to me on account of my being his godſon, 
and gave me more money than I knew what to do 


with: he had always plenty of caſh for the aſking, 
as my father was ordered to ſupply him liberally, che 
knight thinking that a command of money might 


help 


0 
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help to raiſe his thoughts to a proper conſideration 
of his own importance. He never could endure a 
common beggar, that was not either in a ſtate of 
infancy or of old age; but, in other reſpects, he made 
the guineas fly in ſuch a manner, as looked more 
like madneſs than generoſity. He had no commu- 
nication with your rich yeomen, but rather treated 
them and their families with ſtudied contempt, be- 
cauſe forſooth they pretended to aſſume the dreſs and 
manners of the gentry. 

They kept their tootmen, their ſaddle horſes, 
and chaiſes; their wives and daughters appeared in 
their jewels, their filks, and their fattins, their negli- 
gees and trollopees: their clumſy ſhanks, like fo | 
many ſhins of beef, were caſed in filk hoſe and em- 
broidered flippers : their raw red fingers, groſs as the 

| of a chamber organ, which had been employed 
in milking the cows, in twirling the mop or churn- 
ſtaff, being adorned with diamonds, were taught to 
thrum the pandola, and even to touch the keys of 
the harpſichord: nay, in every village they kept a 
rout, and ſet up an aſſembly; and in one place a hog 
butcher was maſter of the ceremonies. 
e I have heard Mr. Greaves ridicule them for 
their vanity and awkward imitation; and therefore, 
1 believe, he avoided all concerns with them, even 
| When they endeavoured to engage his attention. It 
Was the lower fort of people with whom he chiefly 
converfed, ſuch as ploughmen, ditchers, and other 
day-labourers. To every cottager in the pariſh he . 
was a bounteous benefactor. He was, in the literal 
_ ſenſe of the word, a careful overſeer of the poor; for 
he went from houſe to houſe, induftriouſly inquiring 
into the diftrefles of the people. He repaired their 
huts, cloathed their backs, filled their bellies, and ſup- 
plied them with neceſſaries for GY their induſ- 
try and different occupations. 
„ I give you one inſtance now, as a ſpecimen of 
| his Character. He and I, — one ph on _ ”"_ 
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| 4 2 common, ſaw two boys picking hips and haws 


from the hedggs, one ſeemed to be about five, and 


the other a year older; they were both barefoot and 


ragged, but at the ſame time fat, fair, and in good 
condition. Who do you belong to?” (ſaid Mr. 
Greaves.) © To Mary Stile, (rephed the oldeſt) the 
widow. that rents one of them houſen. . And how 
do'ſt live, my boy? Thou lookeſt freſh and jolly;“ 
reſumed the ſquire. Liyed well enough till yeſ- 
terday,” anſwered the child. And pray what hap- 
pened yeſterday, my boy ?” continued Mr. Greaves. 
« Happened! (ſaid he) why, mammy had a coople 
of little Welch keawes, that gren milk enough to 
fill all our bellies; mammy' s, and mine, and Dick's 
here, and my two little ſiſters at hoam : yeſterday the 
'ſq ure ſeized the keawes for rent, God rot'un! Mam- 
my's gone to bed fick and ſulky: my two ſiſters be 
crying at hoam vor vood; and Dick and I be come 


- hither to pick haw and bullies.” 


My godfather's face grew red as ea! he es 
one of the children in either hand, and leading them 
towards the houſe, found fir Everhard talking with 

my father before the gate. Inſtead of avoiding the 
old gentleman, as uſual, he bruſhed up to him with 
a ſpirit he had never ſhewn before, and preſenting 
the two ragged boys, Surely, Sir, (ſaid he) you will 
not \counterance that there ruffian your ſteward, in 
oppreſling the widow and the fatherleſs? On pretence 
of diftraining for the rent of a cottage, he has robbed 
the mother of theſe and other poor infant orphans of 
two cows, which afforded them their whole ſufte- 
nance. Shall you be concerned in tearing the hard- 
earned morſe] from the mouth of indigence ? Shall 
your name, which has been ſo long mentioned as a 
bleſſing, be now deteſted as a curſe by the poor, the 
helpleſs, and forlorn? The father of theſe babes was 
once your game-keeper, who died of a conſumption 
ht in your ſervice. —You ſee they are almoſt 

mked—l found them plucking haws and ſloes, in 
| order 
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order to I their hunger. — The wretched: mother 
is ſtarving in a cold cottage, diſtracted with the cries 
of other two infants, clamorous for food; and while 
her heart is burſting with anguiſh and deſpair, ſhe 
invokes heaven to avenge the widow's cauſe _ 
the head of her unrelenting landlord !?? 
This unexpected addreſs brought tears into the 
eyes of the good old gentleman. © Will Clarke (faid 
he to my father), how durſt you abuſe my authority 
at this rate? You who know I have been always a 
protector, not an oppreſſor of the needy and unfortu- 
nate. I charge you, go immediately and comfort 
this poor woman with immediate relief; inſtead of 
her own cows, let her have two of the beſt milch cows 
of my dairy ; they ſhall graze in my parks in ſummer, 
and be foddered with my hay in winter.—She ſhall 
fit rent free for life; and I will take © care of theſe her 
r orphans.” “ 

« This was a very affecting e Mr. Launcelot 
took his father's hand and kifled it, while the tears 
ran down his cheeks; and fir Everhard embraced his 
ſon with great tenderneſs; crying, My dear boy! 
God be praiſed for having given you ſuch a feeling 
heart.“ My father himſelf was moved, thof a prac- 
titioner of the law, and conſequently uſed to diftreſ- 
ſes. He declared, that he had given no directions to 
diſtrain; and that the bailiff muſt have done it by his. 
own authority. If that be the caſe (ſaid the young 
ſquite) let the inhuman raſcal be turned out of our 
ſervice.” : 

Well, gemmen, all the children were e 
eloathed and fed, and the poor widow had well nigh 
run diſtracted with; Joy. The old knight, being of a 
humane temper himſelf, was pleaſed to ſee ſuch proofs 
of his ſon's generoſity: he was not angry at his ſpend- 
ing his money, but at ſquandering away his time 
among the dregs of the people. For you muſt know, 
he not only made matches, portioned poor maidens, 
and 1 * young — that came together without 

money; 
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a; but he mingled i in every ruſtic diverſion, and 
bore away the prize in every conteſt. He excelled 

every ſwain of that diftrift in feats of ſtrength and 
activity; in leaping, running, wreſtling, cricket, 
cudgel- playing, and pitching the bar; and was con- 
feſſed to be, out of ſight, the beſt dancer at all wakes 
and holidays: happy was the country girl who could 
engage the young '(quire as her partner! To be ſure 
it was a comely ſight for to ſee as how the buxom 
country laſſes, freſh and fragrant, and bluſhing like 
the wo in their beſt apparel dight, their white hoſe, 
and clean ſhort dimity petticoats, their gaudy gowns 
of printed cotton; their top knots and ſtomachers, 
bedizened with bunches of ribbons of various co- 
lours, green, pink, and yellow; to ſee them crowned 
with garlands, and aſſembled on May-day, to dance 
before ſquire Launcelot, as he made his morning's 
progreſs through the village. Then all the young 
peaſants made their appearance with cockades, ſuited 
to the fancies of their ſeveral ſweet-hearts, and 
boughs of flowering hawthorn. The children ſported 
about like flocks of friſking lambs, or the young fry 
ſwarming under the ſunny bank of ſome meandering. 
river. The old men and women, in their holiday- 
garments, ſtood at their doors to receive their bene- 
factor, and poured forth bleſſings on him as he paſſed: 

the children welcomed him with their ſhrill ſhouts, 
the damſels with ſongs of praiſe, and the young men 
with the pipe and tabor, marched before him to the 
May-pole, which was bedecked with flowers and 
bloom. There the rural dance began: a plentiful 
dinner, with oceans of good liquor, was beſpoke at 
the White Hart: the whole village was regaled at 
the *ſquire's expence; and both the day and the night 
was ſpent in mirth and pleaſure. 

Lord help you! he could not reſt if he thought 
there was an aching heart in the whole pariſh. Every 
paultry cottage was in a little time converted into 
_ a pretty, ſnug, comfortable — with a wooden 
porch 
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porch at the door, glaſs caſements in the windows, 


and a little garden behind, well ſtored with greens, 


Toots,” and fallads. In a word, the poor's rate was 
reduced to a mere trifle, nas one would ee 
thought the golden age was revived in Yorkſhire, 
But, as I told you before, the old knight could not 
bear to ſee his only ſon ſo wholly attached to theſe 
lowly. pleaſures, while he induſtriouſly ſhunned all 
opportunities of appearing in that ſuperior ſphere 
to which he was deſigned by nature and by fortune. 
He imputed his conduct to meanneſs of ſpirit, and 
adviſed with my father touching the propereſt expe- 
dient to wean his affections from ſuch low born 
purſuits. My father counſelled him to ſend the 
young gentleman up to London, to be entered as 
a ſtudent in the Temple, and recommended to the 
ſuperintendance of ſome perſon who knew the town, 
and might engage him inſenſibly in ſuch amuſements 
and connexions, as would ſoon lift his ideas above 
the humble objects on which they had been hitherto 
employed. This advice appeared ſo ſalutary, that 
it was followed without the leaſt heſitation. The 
young ſquire himſelf was perfectly well fatisfied with 
the propoſal, and in a few days ſet out for the great 
city; but there was not a dry eye in the pariſh at 
his departure, although he prevailed upon his father 
to pay in his abſence all the penſions he had granted 
to thoſe who could not live on the fruit of their 
own induſtry. In what manner he ſpent his time 
in London, it is none of my buſineſs to inquire; thof 
I know pretty well what kind of lives are led by 
gemmen of your Inns of Court.—I myſelf once be- 
longed to Serjeant's Inn, and was perhaps as good a 
wit and a critic as any Templar of them all. Nay, 
as for that matter, thof I deſpiſe vanity, I can aver 
with a fafe conſcience, that 1 had once the honour 
to belong to the ſociety: called the Town : we were 
all of us attorncys clerks, gemmen, and had our meet- 


ings. 


ings at anale-houſe in Butcher-row, where we regulated 
the diverſions of the theatre... 12296 8 
But to return from this digreſſion: fir Everhard 
Greaves did not ſeem to be very well pleaſed with the 
conduct of his ſon at London, He got notice of ſome 
irregularities, and ſcrapes into which he had fallen; 

1 and the ſquire ſeldom wrote to his father, except to 

> draw upon him for money, which he did fo faſt, that 

= incighteen months the old gemman loft all patience. 

4 « At this period *ſquire Darnel chanced to die, 
leaving an only daughter, a minor, heireſs of three 
thouſand a year, under the guardianſhip. of her uncle 
Anthony, whoſe brutal character all the world knows. 
The breath was no ſooner out of his brother's body 
than he reſolved, if poſſible, to ſucceed him in par- 
hament as repreſentative for the borough of Aſhenton. 
Now you muſt know, that this borough had been for. 

many years a bone of contention between the families 
of Greaves and Darnel ; and at length the difference 
was compromiſed by the interpoſition of friends, on 
condition that fir Everhard and ſquire Darnel ſhould. 
alternately repreſent the place in parliament. They 

agreed to this compromiſe for their mutual conve- 
nience; but they were never heartily . reconciled. * 
Their political principles did not tally; and thein wives N 
looked upon each other as rivals in fortune and mag- 
nificence: ſo that there was no intercourſe between 
them, thof they lived in the ſame neighbourhood. On 
the contrary, in all diſputes, they conſtantly headed 
the oppoſite parties. Sir Everhard underſtanding that 
Anthony Darnel had begun to canvaſs, and was put- 
ting every iron in the fire, in violation and contempt 
of the pactum familiæ before mentioned, fell into a 

violent paſſion, that brought on a ſevere fit of the 
gout, by which he was diſabled from giving perſonal 
attention to his own intereſt. My father, indeed, 
employed all his diligence and addreſs, and ſpared 
neither money, time, nor conſtitution, till at length 
he drank himſelf into a conſumption, which was the 


death 


<> 
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death of him. But, after all, there is a great differs 


ence between a ſteward and a principal. Mr.-Darnel 
attended in propria perſona, flattered and careſſed the 
women, feaſted the electors, hired mobs, made pro- 
ceſſions, and ſcattered ahout his money in ſuch a 
manner, that our friends durſt mr ſhew their heads 
in public: - l 

At this very crit sour young ſuite, to ont bis 
father had written an account of the tranſaction, ar- 
rived unexpectedly at Greaveſbury-hall, and had a 
long private conference with ſir Everhard. The news 
of his return ſpread like wild- fire through all that 
part of the country: bonfires were made, and the bells 
ſet a ringing in ſeveral towns and ſteeples; and next 
morning above ſeven hundred people were aſſembled 
at the gate, with muſic, flags and ſtreamers, to wel- 
come their young ſquire, and accompany him to the 
borough of Aſhenton. He ſet out on foot with this 
retinue, and entered one end of the town juſt as Mr. 
DarnePs mob had come in at other. Both arrived 
about the fame time at the market place ; but Mr. 
Darnel, -mounting firſt into the balcony of the town- 
houſe, made a long ſpeech to the people in favour of 
his own pretenſions, not without ſome invidious re- 
flections glanced at fir Everhard, his competitor. 
We did not much mind the acclamations of his 
party, which we knew had been hired for the purpoſe; 
but we were in ſome pain for Mr. Greaves, who had 
not been uſed to ſpeak in public. He took his turn 
however in the balcony, and, uncovering his head, 
bowed all round with the moſt engaging courteſy. 
He was drefled in a green frock trimmed with 
gold, and his own dark hair flowed about his 
ears in natural curls, while his face was overſpread 
with a bluſh, that improved the glow of youth to a 
deeper crimſon, and I dare ſay ſet many a female heart 
a palpitating. When he made his firſt appearance, 
there were juſt ſuch a humming and clapping of hands 
as you may have heard when the celebrated Garrick 
comes ** the ſtage in * Lear, or King Richard, 
or 
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or any other top character. But how agreeably were 
we diſappointed, when our young gentleman made 
ſuch an oration as would not have diſgraced a Pitt, 
an Egmont, or a Murray! While he ſpoke, all was 
huſhed in admiration and attention you could have 
almoſt heard a feather drop to the ground. It would 
have charmed you to hear with what modeſty he re- 
counted the ſervices which his father and grandfather 
had done to the corporation; with what eloquence he 
expatiated upon the ſhameful infraction of the treaty 
ſubſiſting between the two families; and with what 
keen and ſpirited ftrokes of ſatire he retorted the ſar- 
caſms of Darnell. 1520 ny 2 
He no ſooner concluded his harangue, than there 
was ſuch a burſt of applauſe, as ſeemed to rend the 
very ſky. Our muſic immediately ſtruck up; our 
people advanced with their enſigns, and, as every man 
had a good cudgel, broken heads would have enſued, 
had not Mr. Darnel and his party thought proper to 
retreat with uncommon diſpatch. He never offered 
to make another public entrance, as he {aw the torrent 
ran ſo violently againſt him; but ſat down with his 
loſs, and withdrew his oppoſition, though at bottom 
extremely mortified and incenſed. Sir Everhard was 
_ unanimouſly elected, and appeared to be the happieſt 
man upon earth; for, beſides the pleaſure ariſing from 
his victory over his competitor, he was now fully ſatis- 
fed that his ſon, inſtead of diſgracing, would do 
honour to his family. It would have moved a heart 
of ſtone, 'to ſee with what a tender tranſport of pa- 
ternal joy he received his dear Launcelot, after having 
heard of his deportment and ſucceſs at Aſhenton ; 
where, by the bye, he gave a ball to the ladies, and 
diſplayed as much elegance and politeneſs as if he had 
been bred at the court of Verſailles. N N 
AI bis joyous ſeaſon was of ſhort duration: in a 
little time all the happineſs of the family was overcaſt 
by a ſad incident, which hath left ſuch an unfortunate | 
unpreſſion upon the mind of the young gentleman, 
Vol. VI, D as, 


34 TE ADVENTURES OF 


as, I am afraid, will never be effaced. Mr. Darnel's 
niece and ward, the great heireſs, whoſe name is Au- 
relia, was the moſt celebrated beauty of the whole 


country if I ſaid the whole kingdom, or indeed all 


Europe, perhaps I ſhould barely do her juſtice. I 
don't pretend to be a limner, gemmen; nor does it 
become me to delineate ſuch excellence; but ſurely 
e eee to repeat am the play. 2 Do 


1 


1 Ob! me is all that painting can ex An 
g ah Or youthful poets fancy when they ove! 


*. At that time ſhe might be about 3 tal 


and fair, and ſo exquiſitely ſhaped—you may talk of 


your Venus de Medicis, your Dianas, your Nymphs, 
and Galateas; but if Praxiteles, and Roubillac, and 
Wilton, were to lay their heads together, in order to 
make a complete pattern of beauty, they would hardly 


reach her model of perfection. — As for complexion, 


poets will talk of blending the lily with the roſe, and 
bring in a parcel of fimiles of cowſlips, carnations, 
Larry and daiſies.— There's Dolly, now, has got a 
good complexion: indeed, ſhe's the very pic · 
— of health and innocence you are, indeed, my 
pretty laſs; but parva componere magnis.— 
Darnel is all amazing beauty, delicacy, and dignity! 
Then the ſoftneſs and expreſſion of her fine blue eyes; 
her pouting lips of coral hue; her neck, that riſes like 
a tower of. poliſhed alabaſter between two mounts of 


ſnow.—1 tell you what, gemmen, it don't ſignify | 


talking; if e'er a one of you was to meet this young 
lady alone, in the midſt of a heath or common, or any 


| unfrequented place, he would down on his knees, and 


think he kneeled before ſome ſupernatural being. I'll 
tell you more: ſhe not only reſembles an angel in 
beauty, but a faint in goodneſs, and an hermit in hu- 


mility; — ſo void of all pride and affectation; ſo ſoft, 
and ſweet, and affable, and humane Lord! I could 
teil ſuch inſtances of her charity! 
Sure enough, fhe and fir Launcelot were formed 
| 4 n 4 
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py nature for each other: howſoever, the cruel hand 


of fortune hath intervened, and ſevered them for ever. 
Every ſoul that knew them both, ſaid it was a 
thouſand pities but they ſhould come together, and 
extinguiſh in their happy union the mutual animoſity 
of the two families, which had ſo often embroiled the 
whole neighbourhood. Nothing was heard but the 
praiſes of miſs Aurelia Darnel and Mr. Launcelot 
Greaves; and no doubt the parties were prepoſſeſſed, 
by this applauſe, in favour of each other, At length, 
Mr. Greaves went one Sunday to her pariſh-church ; 
but, though the greater part of the congregation | 
watched their looks, they could not perceive that ſne 
took the leaſt notice of him; or that he ſeemed to be | 
ſtruck with her appearance. He afterwards had an 
opportunity of ſeeing her, more at leiſure, at the York 
aſſembly, during the races; but this opportunity was 
productive of no good effect, becauſe he had that 
lame day quarrelled with her uncle on the tu,. 
An old grudge, you know, gemmen, is ſoon in- 
dap to a freſh rupture. It was thought Mr. Dar- 
nel came on purpoſe to ſhew his reſentment. They 
differed about a bet upon Miſs Cleverlegs, and, in the 
courſe of the diſpute, Mr. Darnel called him a petu- 
lant boy. The young ſquire, who was as haſty as 


| gunpowder, told him he was man enough to chaſtiſe 


| 


him for his inſolence; and would do it on the ſpot, if 
he thought it would not interrupt the diverſion. In 
all probability they would have come to points im- 
mediately, had not the gentlemen interpoſed; ſo that 
nothing A paſſed, but abundance of foul language 
on the part of . au a mp defiance 
to ſingle oombat. 


ke r. Greaves, making; a air bas, mation from | 


the field; and in the evening danced at the aſſembly. 
with a young lady from the Biſhoprick, ſeemingly in 
good temper and fpirits, without having any words 
with Mr. Darnel, who was alſo preſent. But in the 
morning be viſited that proud neighbour betimes; and 

D 2 they 
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they had almoſt reached a grove of trees on the northi 
fide of the town, when they were ſuddenly overtaken 
by half a dozen gentlemen, who had watched their 


motions. It was in vain for them to diſſemble their 
deſign, which could not now take effect. They gave 


up their piſtols, and a reconciliation was patched up 


by the preſſing remonſtrances of their common friends; 
but Mr. Darnel's hatred {till rankled at bottom, and 
foon broke out in the ſequel. About three montlis 
after this tranſaction, his niece Aurelia, with her mo- 
ther, having been to viſit a lady in the chariot, the 
horſes being young, and not uſed to the traces, were 
ſtartled at the braying of a jack aſs on the common, 
and taking fright, ran away with the carriage like 
lightning. The coachman was thrown from the box, 
and the ladies ſcreamed piteouſſy for help. Mr. 
Greaves chanced to be a horſe - back on the other ſide 


of an incloſure, when he heard their ſhrieks; and 


riding up to the hedge, knew the chariot, and faw their 
diſaſter.” The horſes were then running full ſpeed in 
fuch a direction, as to drive headlong over a precipice 
into a ſtone-quarry, where they and the chariot, and 
the ladies, muſt be daſhed in pieces. 5 
Fou may conceive, gemmen, what his thoughts 
were when he ſaw ſuch a fine young lady, in the flower 
of her age, juſt plunging into eternity; when he ſaw 
the lovely Aurelia on the brink of being precipitated 
among rocks, where her delicate limbs muſt be mangled 
and tore aſunder; when he perceived that, before he 
could ride round by the gate, the tragedy would be 
finiſhed:: The — was ſo thick and high, flanked 
with a broad ditch on the outſide, that AL not 
hope to clear it, although he was mounted on Scipio, 
bred out of Miss Coꝛolip, the fire Muley, and his 

grandfire: the famous Arabian Muſftapha.-—Scipio was 
bred by my father, who would not have taken a hun- 


dred 5 * for him from any other perſon but the 


wing. No riot pr . wann Room 1 oy nar 
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By this time Ferret's impatience was become ſo 
outrageous, that he exclaimed in a furious tone, 
« Damn your father, and his horſe, and his colt into 
the bargain!” 
expedition. Captain Crowe was ſo choaked with paſ- 
ſion, that he could utter nothing but disjointed ſen- 
tences: he roſe from his ſeat, brandiſhed his horſe- 
whip, and ſeizing his nephew by the collar, cried, 
« Odd's heartlikins! firrah, I have a good mind 
Devil fire your running tackle, you land-lubber |— 
can't you ſteer without all this tacking hither and 
thither, and the Lord knows whither? ' Noint my 
block ! I'd give thee a rope's end for thy ſupper, if it 
wan't 5 FX 
Dolly had ct a ſneaking kindneſs for the 
young lawyer, and thinking him in danger af being 


hand in Crowe's neckcloth without ceremony, crying 
+ Sha't then, I tell thee, old coger. Who kears a 
vig vor thy vooliſh trantrums ?”? | „ 
While Crowe looked black in the face, and ran the 
riſque of ſtrangulation under the gripe of this amazon, 
Mr. Clarke having diſengaged himſelf of his hat, wig, 
coat, and waiſtcoat, advanced in an elegant attitude 
of manual offence towards the miſanthrope, who 
ſnatched up a gridiron from the chimney- corner, and 
Diſcord ſeemed to clap her ſooty wings in expectation 
of battle. But as the reader may have more than once 
already curſed the unconſcionable length of this chap- 
ter, we muſt poſtpone to the next opportunity the in- 
cidents that ſucceeded this denunciation of war. 
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Tom made no reply; but began to ſtrip with great | 


roughly handled, flew to his relief, She twiſted her 
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CHAP. Iv. 
In which it ars that the Knight, when. heartily ah in 
| rhe eeping, was nor cal di ee 


'N N e the Wacken of the Black Mg : 
from a domeſtic temple of ſociety and good-fellow-. 
ſhip, would have been converted into a ſcene or ſtage 
of ſanguinary diſpute, had not Pallas or Diſcretion 
interpoſed in the perſon of Mr. Fillet, and with the 
aſſiſtance of the hoſtler diſarmed the combatants, not 
only of their arms, but alſo of their reſentment. 

The impetuoſity of Mr. Clarke was a little checked. 
at ſight of the gridiron, which Ferret brandiſhed with 
uncommon dexterity; a circumſtance from whence 
the company were, upon reflect ion, induced to believe 
that before he plunged into the ſea of politics, he had 
occaſionally figured in the character of that facetious 
droll, who accompanies your itinerant - phyſicians, 
under the familiar appellation of Merry-Andrew, or 
Jack-Pudding, and on a wooden ſtage entertains the. 

populace with a ſolo on the ſalt· box, or a ſonata on 
the tones and gridiron. Be that as it may, the young 
4 lawyer ſeemed to be a little diſcompoſed at the glanc- 
ing of this extraordinary weapon of offence, which 
the fair hands of Dolly had ſcoured, until it ſhone as 
t as the ſhield of Achilles; or as the emblem of 
good old Engliſh fare, which hangs by a red ribbon 
round the neck of that thrice-honoured fage's head, in 
velvet bonnet caſed, who preſides by rotation at the 
genial board, diſtinguiſhed by the title of the Beg 
flake Club: where the delicate rumps irreſiſtibly attract 
the ſtranger's eye, and, while they ſeem to cry, 
Come cut me come cut me,” conſtrain, by won- 
drous ſympathy, each mouth te overflow: where the 
ooliging and hu morous 1 B——t, the * 
Billy 
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Billy H-, replete with human kindneſs, and the 
_ generous Johnny B, reſpected and beloved by 
all the world, attend as the prieſts and miniſters of 
mirth, good cheer, and jollity, and aſſiſt with culinary 
art the raw, unpractiſed, aukward gueſt. . 
But, to return from this digreſſive ſimile: the 
hoſtler no ſooner ſtept between thoſe menacing anta- 
goniſts than Tom Clarke very quietly reſumed his 
cloaths, and Mr. Ferret reſigned the gridiron without 
farther queſtion. The doctor did not find it quite 
ſo eaſy to releaſe the throat of Capt. Crowe from the 
maſculine graſp of the virago Dolly, whoſe fingers 
could not be diſengaged until the honeſt ſeaman was 
almoſt at the laſt gaſp. After ſome pauſe, during 
which he panted for breath, and untied his neckcloth, 
„ Damn thee, for a brimſtone galley (cried he); I 
was never ſo. grappled withal fince I knew a card 
from a compaſs.— Adzooks! the jade has ſo taugh- 
tened my rigging, d'ye ſee, that I—Snatch my bow- 
lines, if I come athwart thy hawſer, I'll turn thy keel 
upwards—or mayhap ſet thee a- driving under thy 
bare poles—T will—I will, you hell- fire, ſaucy—-I 
will 1t* tut Ber ae h ler 
Dolly made no reply; but ſeeing Mr. Clarke ſit 
down again with great compoſure, took her ſtation 
likewiſe at the oppoſite ſide of the apartment. Then 
Mr. Fillet requeſted the lawyer to proceed with his 
ſtory, which, after three hems, he accordingly proſe- 
cuted in theſe words. | 1 bo 
A told you, gemmen, that Mr. Greaves: was 
mounted on Scipio, when he ſaw miſs Darnel and her 
mother in danger of being hurried over a precipice. 
Without reflecting a moment, he gave Scipio the 
ſpur, and at one ſpring he cleared five and twenty 
feet, over hedge and ditch, and every obſtruction. 
Then he rode full ſpeed, in order to turn the coach- 
horſes; and, finding them quite wild and furious, en- 
deavoured to drive againſt the counter of the hither 
Horſe, which he miſſed, and ſtaked poor Scipio on the 
ue | D 4 pole 
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pole of the coach. The ſhock was ſo great, that the 
 coach-horſes made a full ſtop within ten yards of the 
quarry, and Mr. Greaves was thrown forwards to- 
wards the coach-box, which mounting with admir- 
able dexterity, he ſeized the reins before the horſes 
could recover of | their fright. At that inſtant the 
coachman came running up, and looſed them from 
the traces with the utmoſt diſpatch. Mr. Greaves 
had now time to give his attention to the ladies, who. 
were well nigh diſtracted with fear. He no ſooner 
opened the chariot-door than Aurelia, with a wildneſs 
of look, ſprung into his arms, and, claſping him 
round the neck, fainted away. I leave you to guels, 
gemmen, what were his feelings at this inſtant. The 
mother was not ſo diſcompoſed, but that ſhe could 
contribute to the recovery of her daughter, whom the 
young ſquire ſtill ſupported in his embrace. At 
length ſhe retrieved the uſe of her ſenſes, and per- 
ceiving the ſituation in which ſhe was, the blood 
reviſited her face with a redoubled glow, while ſhe 
deſired him to ſet her down upon the turf. 
Mrs. Darnel, far from being ſhy. or ee in 
her compliments of acknowledgments, kiſſed Mr. 
Launcelot without ceremony, the tears of gratitude 
running down her cheeks; ſhe called him her dear 
ſon, her generous deliverer, who, at the hazard of his 
own life, and ſaved her and her child from the wn 
diſmal fate that could be imagined. 

« Mr. Greaves was ſo much — on this 
-occafion, that he could not help diſcloſing a paſſion, 
which he had hitherto induſtriouſly concealed. 
“% What I have done (ſaid he), was but a common 
office of humanity, which 1 would have performed 
for any of my fellow-creatures; but, for the preſer- 
vation of Miſs Aurelia Darnel, I would at any time 
ſacrifice my life with pleaſure. The young lady did 

not hear this declaration unmoved: her face was again 
fflluſhed, ind her eyes ſparkled with pleaſure; nor 
was the youth's. — — to the good 
$167 ady 
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lady her mother, who at one glance perceived all 

the advantages of ſuch an union between the two 

families. fog. : | * 24 „„ © SITION 
« Mr. Greaves propoſed to ſend the coachman to 


his father's ſtable for a pair of ſober horſes, that could 


þe depended upon, to draw the ladies home to their 
own habitation; but they declined the offer, and 
choſe to walk, as the diſtance was not great. He 
then inſiſted upon his being their conductor; and, 
each taking him under the arm, ſupported them to 
their own gate, where ſuch an apparition filled all 
the domeſtics with aſtoniſnment. Mrs. Darnel, 


taking him by the hand, led him into the houſe, 
where ſhe welcomed him with another affectionate 


embrace, and indulged him with an ambroſial kiſs of 


Aurelia, ſaying, © But for you, we had both been by 


this time in eternity. Sure it was heaven that ſent 
you as an angel to our aſſiſtance!“ She kindly in- 
quired if he had himſelf ſuſtained any damage in 


adminiſtering that deſperate remedy to which they 
owed their lives. She entertained him with a ſmall 


collation; and, in the courſe of the converſation, la- 
mented the animoſity which had ſo long divided two 


neighbouring families of ſuch influence and character. 


He was not ſlow in fignifying his approbation of her 


remarks, and expreſſing the moſt eager deſire of ſeeing 


all thoſe unhappy differences removed: in a word, 


they parted with mutual ſatisfaction. 


“ Juſt as he advanced from the outward gate, on 


his return to Greaveſbury-hall, he was met by Anthony 
PDarnel on horſeback, who riding up to him with 
marks of ſurprize and reſentment, ſaluted him with, 
Lour ſervant, Sir. Have you any commands for 
me?“ The other replying with an air of indifference, 


None at all,“ Mr. Darnel aſked, what had pro- 


gured him the honour of a viſit: the young gen- 


tleman, perceiving by the manner in which he ſpoke 


that the old quarrel was not yet extinguiſhed, an- 


{wered, with equal diſdain, that the viſit was not 
, intended 
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intended for him; and that if he wanted to know the 
cauſe” of it, he might inform himſelf by his own ſer- 
vants. So I ſhall (cried the uncle of Aurelia); 
and perhaps let you know my NO of the mat- 
ter. Hereafter as it may be,” faid the youth; 

who, turning out of the avenue, . home, and 


made his father acquainted mth the ee of this 
Wentere⸗ d IR 


e ee gestte mn ebid him for his ata; — 
bur ſeemed pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his attempt, + 


and ſtill more fo, when he underſtood his ſentiments 
of Aurelia, and the deportment of the ladies. 
Next day the ſon ſent over a ſervant with a com- 


pliment, to enquire about their healtb; and the 


em gn being ſeen by Mr. Darnel, was told that 
the ladies were indiſpoſed, and did not chuſe to be 
troubled with meſſages. The mother was really 
ſeized with a fever, produced by the agitation of her 
ſpirits, which every day became more and more 
violent, until the Hege deſpaired of her life. 
Believing that her end approached, ſhe ſent a truſty 
ſervant to Mr. Greaves, defiring that ſhe might ſee 
him without delay; and he immediately ſet out 
with the nee who introduced him in the 
dark. 


He found the old lady i in bed; almoſt exhiauſive, 


and the fair Aurelia ſitting by ber, overwhelmed with | 
grief; her lovely hair in the utmoſt diſorder, and her 

charming eyes inflamed with weeping. The good 
lady deckoning Mr. Launcelot to approach, and di- 


recting all the attendants to quit the room, except a 


favourite maid, from whom I learned the ſtory, ſhe 


took him by the hand, and fixing her eyes upon him 


with all the fondneſs bf - 'A mother, ſhed ſome tears, in 
ſilence, while the ſame marks of ſorrow trickled down 
his cheeks. After this affecting pauſe; © My dear 
ſon (ſaid ſhe), Oh! that I could have lived to ſee you 


ſo indeed! you find me haſtening to the goal of 


115 enn the tender- hearted Aurelia, being unable 
to 
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to contain herſelf longer, broke out into a violent 

aſſion of grief, and wept aloud. The mother wait- 
ing patiently till ſhe had thus given vent to her 
anguiſh, calmly intreated her to reſign herſelf ſub- 
miſſively to the will of heaven: then turning to Mr, 

Launcelot, 1 had indulged (faid ſhe) a fond hope 
of ſeeing you allied to my family.— This is no time 
for me to inſiſt upon the ceremonies and forms of a 
vain world. Aurelia looks upon you with the eyes of 
tender prepoſſeſſion.“ No ſooner had ſlie pro- 
nounced theſe words than he threy himſelf on his 
knees before the young lady, and, preſſing her hand 
to his lips, breathed the ſofteſt expreſſions which the 
moſt delicate love could ſuggeſt. I know (re- 
ſumed the mother) that your paſſion is mutually ſin- 
cere; and I ſhould die ſatisfied, if I thought your 
union would not be oppoſed; but that violent man, 
my brother-in-law, who 1s Aurelia's ſole guardian, will 
thwart her | wiſhes with every obſtacle that brutal re- 
ſentment and 1mplacable malice can contrive. Mr. 
Greaves, I have ae admired your virtues, and am 
confident that I can depend upon your honour.— 
You ſhall give me your word, that, when I am gone, 
you will take no ſteps in this affair without the con- 
currence of your father; and endeavour, by all fair 
and honourable means, to vanquiſh the prejudices, 
and obtain the conſent of her uncle: the reſt we muſt 
leave to the diſpenſation of Providence.“ 

The *ſquire promiſed, in the moſt ſolemn and 
fervent manner, to obey all her injunctions, as the 
laſt dictates of a parent whom he ſhould never ceaſe 
to honour. Then ſhe favoured them both with 4 
great deal of ſalutary advice, touching their conduct 
before and after marriage; and preſented him with a 
ring, as a memorial of her affection; at the ſame time 
he pulled another off his finger, and made a tender of 
it as a pledge of his love to Aurelia, whom her mo- 
ther permitted to receive this token. Finally, he 

| E | VS took 


. 
— Poe APES tr Aww - — — 


the fields all night, and became ſo peeviſh, that none 
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took a laſt farewel of the good 3 and returned 


to his father with the particulars of this interview. _.. 
eln two days Mrs. Darnel departed this life, and 


Aurelia was removed to the houſe of a relation, * 
her grief had r to have Run fatal't to * conſti- 


tution. T7 8 « } 


„ In the mean Gimad dhe; mother was no ee 
e to the earth, than Mr. Greaves, mindful 
of ber exhortations, began to take meaſures for a 
reconciliation with the guardian. He engaged feveral 
gentlemen to interpoſe their good offices; but they 
always met with the moſt mortifymg repulſe: and at 
laſt Anthony Darnel declared, that his hatred: to the 
houſe of Greaves was hereditary, habitual; and uncon- 
querable. He ſwore: he would ſpend his heart's blood 
to perpetuate the quarrel; and that, ſooner than his 
piece ſhould match with young Launcelot, he would. 
facrifice her with his own hand. | 

The young gentleman, finding his prejudice: ia | 
rancorous and invincible, left off making any-further 


advances; and, fince he found it impoſſible to obtain 


his conſent, reſolved - to cultivate the good graces of 
Aurelia, and wed her in deſpite of her implacable 
guardian. He found means to eſtabliſh a literary 
correſpondence with her, as ſoon as her grief was a 


little abated; and even to effect an interview, after 


her return to her own houſe; but he ſoon had reaſon 


to repent of this indulgence. The uncle entertained 


ſpies upon the young lady, who gave him an account 
of this meeting; in conſequence of which ſhe was ſud - 
denly hurried to ſome diſtant part of the aner. 
which we never could diſcover. 

It was then we thought Mr. ieee little 
diſordered in his brain, his grief was ſo wild, and his 
paſſion ſo impetuous. He refuſed all ſuſtenance, 
neglected his perſon, renounced his amuſements, rode 
out in the rain, ſometimes bare-headed ; ſtrolled about 


of 
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of the domeſtics durſt ſpeak to him, without the 
hazard of broken bones. Having played theſe pranks 
for about three weeks, to the unſpeakable chagrin of 
his father, and the aſtoniſhment of all that knew him, 
he ſuddenly grew calm, and his good humour re- 
turned. But this, as your ſea faring people ſay, was 
a deceitful calm, that ſoon uſhered in a dreadful 


« He had long ſought an opportunity to tamper. 
with ſome of Mr. Darnel's ſervants, who could inform 
him of the place where Aurelia was confined; but 
there was not one about the family who could give 
him that ſatisfaction; for the perſons who accom- 
panied her, remained as a watch upon her motions, 
and none of the other domeſtics were privy to the 


X tranſaction. All attempts proving fruitleſs, he could 
no longer reſtrain his impatience, but throwing himſelf 
1 in the way of the uncle, upbraided him in fuck harſh 
| 2 terms, that a formal challenge enſued. They agreed 
2A to decide their difference without witneſſes; and one 
1 morning, before ſun- riſe, met on that very common 


208 
© 8 


where Mr. Greaves had ſaved the life of Aurelia. 
The firſt piſtol was fired on each fide without any 
effect; but Mr. Darnel's ſecond wounded the young 
_ *(quire in the flank; nevertheleſs, having a piſtol in 
reſerve, he deſired his antagoniſt to aſk his life. The 
other, inſtead of ſubmitting, drew his ſword; and Mr. 
Greaves, firing his piece into the air, followed his 
example. The conteſt then became very hot, though 
of ſnort continuance. Darnel being diſarmed at the 
firſt onſet, our young ſquire gave him back the ſword, 
which he was baſe enough to uſe a ſecond time againſt 
his conqueror. Such an inſtance of repeated ingra- 
titude and brutal ferocity diveſted Mr. Greaves of his 
temper and forbearance. He attacked Mr. Anthony 
with great fury, and at the firſt longe ran him up to 
the hilt, at the ſame time ſeizing with his left hand 
the ſhell of his enemy's ſword, which he broke in 
diſdain. Mr. Darnel having fallen, the other imme- 
A. 1 diately 
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diately mounted his horſe, which he dad 1 668 to 
tree before the engagement, and riding full ſpeed to 
Aſhenton, ſent a ſurgeon to Anthonp's aſſiſtance. 
He afterwards ingenuouſſy confeſſed all theſe parti - 
eulars to his father, who was overwhelmed' with con- 
ſternation, for the wounds of Darnel were j 
mortal; and as no perſon had ſeen the particulars 55 | 
the duel, Mr. Launcelot might have been convicted 
of murder. 
„ On theſe confiderntions, befste. 4 en TY 
Bl ſerved upon him, the old knight, by dint of the 
moſt ' eager intreaties, accompanied with marks of 
horror and deſpair, prevailed upon his ſon to withdraw | 
himſelf from the kingdom, until ſuch time as the 
ftorm ſhould be overblown. Had his heart been un- | 
engaged, he would have choſe to travel; but at this 
period, when his whole ſoul was engroſſed, and ſo 
violently agitated by his paſſion for Aurelia, nothing 
but the fear of ſeeing the old gentleman run diſtracted, 
would have induced him to deſiſt from the purſuit of 
that young lady, far 12 0 the ITE where ſhe 
reſided; , - 
Well then, ne, he? repaired: to Hatwieki | 
where he embarked for Holland, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Bruſſels, where he procured a paſſport from 
the French king, by virtue of which he travelled: to 
Marſeilles, and there took a tartan for Genoa.! The 
firſt Jetter Sir Everhard received from him was dated 
at Florence. Mean while the ſurgeon's prognoſtic 
was not altogether verified. Mr. Darnel did not die 
immediately of his wounds; but he lingered a long 
time, as it were, in the arms of death, and even partly 
recovered; yet, in all probability, he will never be 
wholly reſtored-tv the enjoyment of his health; and is 


abliged every ſummer to attend the hot well at Briſtol. 


As his wounds began to heal, his. hatred to Mr. 
Greaves ſeemed to revive with augmented violence; 


and he is now, if poſſible, more than ever nen 
l all reconcili ation. 
10 Mr. 
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Mr. Launcelot, after having endeavoured to 
amuſe his imagination with a ſucceſſion of curious 
objects, in a tour of Italy, took up his reſidence at a 
town called Piſa, and there fell into a deep melancholy, 
from which nothing could rouſe him but the news of 
big ah V ͤ “ 
The old gentleman (God reſt his ſoul) never 
held up his head after the departure of his darling 
Launcelot; and the dangerous condition of Darnel 
kept up his apprehenſion: this was reinforced by: the 
obſtinate ſilence of the youth, and certain aceounts of 
his diſordered mind, which he had received from ſome 
of thoſe perſons, who take pleaſure in communicating 
diſagreeable tidings. A complication of all theſe 
grievances, co-operating with a ſevere fit of the gout 
and gravel, produced a fever, which in a few days 
brought Sir Everhard to his long home, after he had 
ſettled his affairs with heaven and earth, and made his 
peace with God and man. Ill aſſure you, gemmen, 
he made a moſt 'edifying and chriſtian end: he died 
regretted by all his neighbours except Anthony, and 
might be ſaid to be embalmed by the tears of the 

r, to whom he was always a bounteous bene- 
Nor BE 1.55 enn 1 114 
„When the ſon, now fir Launcelot, came home, 

he appeared ſo meagre, wan, and hollow-eyed, that 
the ſervants hardly knew their young maſter. His 
firſt care was to take poſſeſſion of his fortune, and 
ſettle accounts with the ſteward who had ſucceeded 
my father. Theſe affairs being diſcuſſed, he ſpared 
no pains to get intelligence concerning miſs Darnel; 
and ſoon learned more of that young lady than he 
deſired to know; for it was become the common talk 
of the country, that a match was agreed upon between 
her and young ſquire Sycamore, a gentleman of a 
very great fortune. Theſe tidings were probably 
confirmed under her own hand, in a letter which ſhe 
wrote to ſir Launcelot. The contents were never 
exactly known but to the parties themſelves; never- 

1 | theleſs, 
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theles, the effects were too viſible, for, fol that 
bleſſed moment, he ſpoke not one word to any living | 
creature for the ſpace of three days; but was ſeen 
ſometimes to ſhed a flood of tears, and ſometimes to 
burſt out into a fit of laughing. At laſt he broke 
filence, and ſeemed to wake from his diſorder. He 
became more fond than ever of the exerciſe of riding, 
and began to amuſe himſelf again with acts of bene- 
volence. R010 | 
% One inſtance of his generoſity: aig juſtice 45 
| bers to be recorded in braſs or marble: you muſt 
know, gemmen, the rector of the pariſh was lately 
dead, and Sir Eyerhard had promiſed the preſentation 
to another clergyman : In the mean time, fir Laun- 
celot chancing one Sunday to ride through a lane, 
Pereeived à horſe ſaddled and bridled feeding on the 
fide of a fence; and caſting his eyes around, beheld on 
che other ſide of the hedge an object lying extended 
on the ground, which he took to be the body of a 
— traveller. He forthwith alighted, and, 
leaping” into the field, deſcried a man at full length 
wrapped in a great coat, and writhing in agony, 
-Apptoaching nearer, he found it was a clergyman, in 
his gown and cafſock. When he inquired into the 
caſe, and offered his aſſiſtance, the ſtranger roſe up, 
thanked him for his courteſy, and declared that he 
was now very well. The knight, who thought-there 
was ſomething myſterious i in this incident, expreſſed a 
deſire to know the cauſe of his rolling in the graſs in that 
manner; and the clergyman, who knew his perſon, made 
no ſ{cruple in gratifying his curioſity. You muſt 
know, fir, ſaid he, I ſerve the curacy of your own 
pariſh,” for which the late incumbent paid me twenty 
pounds a year; but this ſum being ſcarce ſufficient to 
maintain my wife and children, who are five in num- 
ber, I agreed to read Prayers in the afternoon at 
another church about four miles from hence; and for 
this additional duty I receive ten pounds more: as 
125 a horſe, it was formerly a an agreeable exerciſe 
0 rather 
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rather than a toil; but of late years I have been af. 


flicted with a rupture, for which I conſulted the moſt 
eminent operators in the kingdom; but I have no 
cauſe to rejoice in the effects of their advice, though 
one of them aſſured me I was completely cured. 
The malady is now more troubleſome than ever, and 
often comes upon me fo, violently while 1 am on 
horſeback, that I am forced to alight, and lie down 
upon the ground, until the cauſe of the diſorder can 
for the time be reduced. | | 
Sir Launcelot not only condoled with him upon 
his misfortune, but | deſired; him to throw up the 
ſecond cure, and he would pay him ten pounds a year 
out of his own pocket: | © Your generofity confounds 
me, good fir,” (rephed the clergyman); and yet I 
ought not to be ſurpriſed at any inſtance of benevo- 
lence in- ſir Launcelot Greaves; but I will check the 
fulneſs of my heart. I ſhall only obſerve, that your 
good intention towards me can hardly take effect. 
The gentleman, who is to ſucceed the late incumbent, 


has given me notice to quit the premiſes, as he hath 


provided a friend of his own for the curacy. What! 
(cried: the knight) does he mean to take your bread 
from you, without aſſigning any other reaſon?“ 
« Surely, fir,” replied the eccleſiaſtic, I know of no 
other reaſon. I hope my morals are irreproachable, 
and that 1 have done my duty with a conſcientious 


regard; I may venture an appeal to the pariſhioners 


among whom I have. lived theſe ſeventeen years. 
After all, it is natural for every man to favour his 
own friends in preference to ſtrangers. As for me, I 
propoſe to try my fortune in the great city, and I 
doubt not but Providence will provide for me and 
my little ones.“ e AGED: | 


4 * 


0 this declaration ſir Launcelot made no reply; 
but riding home, ſet on foot a ſtrict enquiry into the 


character of this man, whoſe name was Jenkins. He 


found that he was a reputed ſcholar, equally remark- 
able for his modeſty and good life; that he viſited the 
VOL. vi. „ I TED ſick, 
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fick, aſſiſted the needy, compromiſed diſputes among 
his neighbours, and ſpent his time in ſuch a manner 
as would have done honour to any chriſtian divine. 
Thus informed, the knight ſent for the gentleman to 
whom the living had been promiſed, and aceoſted 
him to this eſſect: Mr. Tootle, I have a favour to 
aſk of you. The perſon who ſerves the cure of this 
_ pariſh, is a man of good character, beloved by the 
people, / and has a large family, I ſhall be obliged to 
you if you will continue him in the curacy.“ The 
other told him he was ſorry he could not comply 
with his requeſt, being chat! he had already promiſed 
the curacy to a friend of his own.“ No matter 
(replied fir Launeelot) ſince I have not intereft with 
you, I will endeavour to enn for Mr. Jeans? wy 
57 other way.“ 

e That fame afternoen he walked over to the 
curate's/ houſe, and told him that he had ſpoken in 
his behalf to Dr. Tootle, but the curacy was pre- 
engaged. The good man having made a thouſand 
acknowledgments for the trouble his honour had 
taken; © ” have not intereſt fufficient to make you 
eurate (ald the knight), but J can give you the 
living itſelf, and that you ſhall have.“ So ſaying he 
retired, leaving Mr. Jenkins incapable of uttering one 
ſyllable, ſo powerfally was he ftruck with this unex- 
pected turn of fortune. The preſentation was imme- 
diately made out, and in a few days Mr. Jenkins was 
put in poſſeſſion of his anne to the mexpreſible) Joy 
of the congregation. | 
Hitherto every thing went: right, and every un- 
prejudiced perſon” commended the knight's conduct; 

— in a little time his generoſity ſeemed to overleap 
the bounds of diſcretion, and even in ſome caſes might 
be thought tending to a breach of the king” s peace. 
For example, he compelled, vi & armis, a rich far- 
mer's ſen to marry the daughter of a cottager, whom 
the young fellow had debauched. Indeed it ſeems 
thers* "Was a promiſe of marriage in the W 

Sg Whey 
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zt could not be legally aſcertained. The wench took 
on diſmally, and her parents had recourſe to fir Laun- 
celot, who, ſending for the delinquent, expoſtulated 
with him ſeverely on the injury he had done the young 
woman, and exhorted him to ſave her life and repu- 

by performing his promiſe, in which caſe he 


was a little elevated by the conſciouſneſs of his father's 
wealth, he rejected the propoſal with ruſtic diſdain, 
and ſaid, if ſo be as how the wench would ſwear the 
child to him, he would ſettle it with the pariſh; but 
declared, that no ſquire in the land ſhould oblige 
him to buckle with ſuch a cracked pitcher. This 
reſolution, however, he could not maintain; for, in 
leſs than two hours, the rector of the pariſh had di- 
rection to publiſh the banns, and the ceremony was 
performed in due courſe. | | Re: 
« Now, though we know not preciſely: the nature 
of the arguments that were uſed with the farmer, we 
may conclude they were of the minatory ſpecies, for 
the young fellow could not, for fome time, look an 
perſon in the face. i 307 27 
The knight acted as the general redreſſer of 
grievances. © If a woman complained to him of being 
ill- treated by her huſband, he firſt inquired into the 
foundation of the complaint, and if he found it juſt, 
catechiſed the defendant. If the warning had no 
effect, and the man proceeded to freſh acts of violence, 
then his judge took the execution of the law in his 
own hand, and horſe-whipped the party. Thus he 
involved himſelf in ſeveral law-ſuits, that drained him 
of pretty large ſums of money. He ſeemed particu- 
larly incenſed at the leaſt appearance of oppreffion ; 
and ſupported divers poor tenants againſt the extor- 
tion of their landlords. Nay, he has been known to 
travel two hundred miles as a volunteer, to offer his 
aſſiſtance in the cauſe of a perſon, who he heard "= | 
| E 2 "= 
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by 3 and oppreſſion wronged of a aden 
eſtate. He accordingly took her under his protec- 
tion, relieved her diſtreſſes, and was at a vaſt expence 
in bringing the ſuit to a determination; which being 
unfavourable to his client, he reſolved to bring an 
appeal into the houſe of lords, and certainly would —_ 7 
have executed his purpoſe, if the hemtloworman had not " 
died in the interim“ = 

At this period Ferret interrupted the narrator, by 

obſerving that the ſaid Greaves was a common nui- 
ſance, and ought to be projiccuted: on the ee of 

barratry. 
No, fir eee Mr. Clarke), * cannot be 
convicted of barratry, unleſs he is always at variance 
with ſome perſon or other, a mover of ſuits and 
quarrels, who diſturbs the peace under colour of law. 
Therefore he is in the indictment ſtyled, Communis 
malefattor, calumniator, & ſeminator litium. 

«* Pr'ythee truce with thy definitions (cried Ferret), 
and make an end of thy long-winded ſtory. Thou 
haſt no title to be ſo tedious, until thou comeſt to 
have a coif in the court of common pleas.” .. 

Tom ſmiled contemptuous, and had juſt opened 

; his mouth to proceed, when the company were diſ- 

turbed by a hideous repetition of: groans, that ſeemed 
to iſſue from the chamber in which the body of the 
| *{quire' was depoſited. The landlady ſnatched the 
| candle, and ran into the room, followed by the doc- 
| tor and the reſt; and this accident naturally ſuſ- 
pended the narration. In like manner we ſhall 
conclude - the chapter, that the reader may have 


time to breathe, ny 49 what he has already 
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CH AP..V. 
In "Hl 7385 this recapitulation draws to a cloſe. 
Ix * the landlady entered the room from whence 
| W the groaning proceeded, ſhe found the ſquire 


lying on his back under the doniinion of the night- 
mare, which rode him ſo hard, that he not only 


roaned and ſnorted, but the ſweat ran down his face 


in ſtreams. The perturbation of his brain, occa- 
ſioned by this preſſure, and the fright he had lately 
undergone, gave riſe to a very terrible dream, in which 
he fancied himſelf apprehended for a robbery. The 
horror of the gallows was ſtrong upon him, when he 
was ſuddenly. awaked by a. violent ſhock from the 
doctor; and the company broke in upon his view, 
{till perverted by fear, and bedimmed by ſlumber. 
His dream was now realized by a full perſuaſion that 
he was ſurrounded by the conſtable and his gang. 


The firſt object that preſented itſelf to his diſordered 


view was the figure of Ferret, who might very well 
have paſſed for the finiſher of the law; againſt him 
therefore the firſt effort of his deſpair was directed. 
He ſtarted upon the floor, and ſejzing a certain 
utenſil, that ſhall be nameleſs, launched it at the 
miſanthrope with ſuch violence, that, had he not 
cautiouſly flipped his head aſide, it is ſuppoſed that 
actual fire would have been produced from the colli- 
ſion of two ſuch hard and ſolid ſubſtances. All 
future miſchief was prevented by the ſtrength and 
agility of Captain Crowe, who, ſpringing upon the aſ- 
ſailant, pinioned his arms to his ſides, crying, O, 
damn ye, if you are for running a head, I'Il ſoon bring 
you to your bearings.“ | 3 
_. The ſquire thus reſtrained, ſoon recollected himſelf, 
and gazing upon every individual in the apartment, 
* Wounds! (faid he) I've had an ugly dream. I 
| Rx 3 thought, 
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thought, for all the world, they were carrying me to 


N ewgate, and that there was Jack Ketch coom to 
vetch me before my tam. 

Ferret, who was the perſon he had thus diſtin- 
guiſhed, eyeing him with a look of the moſt emphatic 
malevolence, told him, it was very natural for a knave 
to dream of Newgate ; and that he hoped to ſee the 
day when this dream would be found a true prophecy, 


and the commonwealth purged of all ſuch rogues and 


vagabonds: but it could not be expected that the 
vulgar would be honeſt and conſcientious, while the 
5 5 were diſtinguiſhed by profligacy and corruption. 

ſquire was diſpoſed to make a practical reply to 
this inſinuation, when Mr. Ferret prudently withdrew 
himſelf from the ſcene of altercation. The good 
woman of the houſe perſuaded his antagoniſt to take 
out his nap, aſſuring him that the eggs and bacon, 
with a mug of excellent ale, ſhould be forthcoming 
in due ſeaſon. The affair being thus fortunately ad- 
juſted, the gueſts returned to the kitchen, and Mr. 
Clarke reſumed his ſtory to this effect. 

4 You'll pleaſe to take notice, gemmen, that be- 
ſides the inſtances I have alledged of fir Launcelot's 
extravagant benevolence, I could recount a great many 
others of the ſame nature, and particularly the laudable 


vengeance he took of a country lawyer.—P'm ſorry 


that any ſuch miſcreant ſhould belong to the pro- 
feſſion. He was clerk of the aſſize, gemmen, in a 
certain town, not 4 great way diſtant, and having a 


blank pardon left by the judges for ſome criminals, 


whoſe cafes were attended with favourable circum- 
ſtances, he would not inſert the name of one who 
could not procure a guinea for the fee; and the poor 
fellow, who had only ſtole an hour-glaſs out of a ſhoe- 
maker's window, was actually executed after a long 
reſpite, during which he had been permitted to 
go abroad, and carn his ſubſiſtence wp _ daily 


labour. 


4 Sir 
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« Sir Launcelot, being informed of this barbarous 
act of avarice, and having ſome ground that bordered 
on the lawyer's eſtate, not only rendered him con- 
temptible and infamous, by expoſing him as often as 
they met on the grand jury, but alſo, being veſted 
with the property of the great tythes, proved ſuch a 
troubleſome neighbour, ſometimes by making waſte 
among his hay and corn, ſometimes by inſtituting 
ſuits againſt him for petty treſpaſſes, that he was 
fairly obliged to quit his habitation, and remove into 

another part of the kingdom. ON tt 
„ All theſe avocations could not divert fir Laun- 

celot from the execution of a wild ſcheme, which has 
carried his extravagance to ſuch a pitch, that I am 
afraid if a ſtatute—you underſtand me, gemmen— 
were ſued, the jury would I don't choſe to explain 
myſelf further on this circumſtance. Be that as it 
may, the ſervants at Greaveſbury-hall were not a little 
confounded when their maſter took down from the 
family armoury a complete ſuit of armour, which had 

belonged to his great-grandfather fir Marmaduke 
Greaves, a great warrior, who loft his life in the ſervice 
of his king. This armour. being ſcoured, repaired, 
and altered, ſo as to fit fir Launcelot, a certain knight, 
whom I don't chooſe to name, becauſe I believe he 
cannot be proved compos mentis, came down, ſeemingly 
on a viſit, with two attendants; and, on the eve of 
the feſtival of St. George, the armour being carried 
into the chapel, fir Launcelot (Lord have mercy upon 
us I) remained all night in that diſmal place alone and 
without light, though it was confidently reported all 
over the country that the place was haunted by the 

ſpirit of his great-great uncle, who, being lunatic, had 
cut his throat from ear to ear, and was found dead on 
the communion table.” | R erg oct 
It was obſerved, that while Mr. Clarke rehearſed 
this circumſtance his eyes began to ſtare, and his teeth 
to chatter; while Dolly, whoſe looks were fixed 1n- 
variably on this narrator, growing pale, and * 
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her joint-ſtool nearer the chimney, exclaimed in a 
frigktened tone, Moother, moother, in the-neame 
of God look to un! how a quakes! as Pm a precious 
faoul, a looks as if a ſaw ing Tom forced a 
ſmile; and thus proceeded: f 

„While fir Launcelot tarried within the chapel; 
with the doors all locked, the other knight ſtalked 
round and round it on the outſide with his ſword 
drawn, to the terror of divers perſons who were preſent 
at the ceremony. As ſoon as day broke he opened 
one of the doors, and, going in to fir Launcelot, read 
a book for ſome time, which we did ſuppoſe to be the 
conſtitutions /'of knight-errantry: then we heard a 
loud flap, which echoed through the whole chapel, 
and the ftranger pronounce with an audible. and ſo- 
lemn voice, In the name of God, St. Michael, and 
St. George, I dubb thee knight be faithful, bold, and 
fortunate.” You cannot imagine, gemmen, what an 
effect this ſtrange ceremony had upon the people who 
were aſſembled. They gazed at one another in filent 
horror; and, when fir Launcellot came forth com- 
pletely armed, took to their heels in a body, and fled 
with the. utmoſt precipitation. I myſelf was over- 
turned in the croud: and this was the caſe with that 
very individual perſon who now ſerves him as a'fquire. 
He was ſo frightened that he could not riſe, but lay 
roaring in ſuch a manner, that the knight came up, 
and gave him a thwack with his launce acroſs the 
ſhoulders, which rouſed him with a vengeance. For 
my own part, I freely own I was-not altogether un- 
moved at ſeeing ſuch a figure come ſtalking out of a 
church in the grey of the morning; for it recalled to 
my remembrance the idea of the ghoſt in Hamlet, 
which I had ſeen acted in Drury-lane, when I made 
my firſt trip to London, and L had not yet got rid of 
the impreſſion. _ 

* Sir Launcelot, attended by: the other Knight, 
proceeded to the ſable; from whence, with his own 
+0 Ws he: drew forth one of his beſt horſes, a fine 


mettleſome 
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mettleſome ſorrel, who had got blood in him, orna- 
mented with rich trappings. In a trice the two 
knights, and the other two ſtrangers, who now ap- 
peared to be trumpeters, were mounted. Sir Laun- 
celot's armour was lacquered black; and on his ſhield 
was repreſented the moon in her firſt quarter, with the 
motto impleat orbem. The trumpets having ſounded 
a charge, the ſtranger pronounced with a loud voice, 
« God preſerve this gallant knight in all his honour- 
able atchievements; and may he long continue to 
preſs the ſides of his now adopted ſteed, which I de» 
nominate Bronzomarte, hoping that he will rival in 
ſwiftneſs and ſpirit Bayardo, Brighadoro, or any other 
ſteed of paſt or preſent chivalry? After another flouriſh 
of the trumpets, all four clapped ſpurs to their horſes, 
fir Launcelot couching his launce, and galloped to and 
fro, as if they had been mad, to the terror and-aftoniſh- 
ment of all the ſpectators. % 71 US: 

What ſhould have induced our knight to chooſe 


this here man for his ſquire, is not eaſy. to determine; 
for, of all the ſervants about the houſe, he was the 


leaſt likely either to pleaſe his maſter, or engage in 
ſuch an undertaking. His name is Timothy Crab- 
ſhaw, and he acted in the capacity of whipper-in to 
fir Everhard. He afterwards married the daughter of 
a poor cottager, by whom he has ſeveral children, 
and was employed about the houſe as a ploughman 
and carter, To be ſure the fellow has a dry fort of 
humour about him; but he was umverſally hated 
among the ſervants for his abufive tongue and perverſe 
diſpoſition, which often brought him into trouble; 
for though the fellow is as ſtrong as an elephant, he 
has no more courage naturally than a chicken I ſay 
naturally, becauſe, ſince his being a member of knight- 
errantry, he has done ſome things that appear alto- 
gether incredible and præter natural. 

Timothy kept ſuch a bawling, after he had re- 
ceived the blow from ſir Launcelot, that every body 
on the field thought ſome of his bones were broken; 
N and 
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and his wife, with five bantlings, came ſnivelling to 
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the knight, who ordered her to ſend the huſband 


directly to his houſe; Tim accordingly went thither, 


ing piteouſſy all the way, creeping along with 

his body bent like a Greenland canoe, As ſoon as he 
entered the court, the outward door was ſhut; and fir 
Launcelot coming down ſtairs with a horſewhip in his 
hand, aſked what was the matter with him that he 


| complained fo diſmally ? To this queſtion he replied, 
that it was as common as duck-week in his country, 


for a man to complain when his bones were broke.” 


* What ſhould have broke your bones ?* ſaid the 


knight. I cannot gueſs, (anſwered the other) unleſs 
it was that delicate {witch that your honour in your 
mad pranks handled fo dextrouſly upon my carcaſe.“ 
Sir Launcelot then told him, there was nothing ſo 

for a. bruiſe as a ſweat, and he had the remedy 
in his hand. Timothy eyeing the horſewhip aſkance, 
obſerved that there was another ſtill more ſpeedy, to 
wit, a moderate pill of lead, with a ſufficient doſe of 
gun-powder. © No, raſcal (cried the knight), that 
muſt be reſerved for your betters.” So ſaying he 
employed the inſtrument ſo effectually, that Crabſhaw 
ſoon forgot his fractured ribs, and capered about with 
zen ality; | 


hen he had been diſciplined in this manner to 


ow purpoſe, the knight told him he might retire, 


but ordered him to return next morning, when he 
ſhould have a repetition of the medicine, provided 
he did not find himſelf capable of walking in an 


erect poſture. . The gate was no ſooner thrown open, 
than Timothy ran home with all the ſpeed of a grey- 


hound, and corrected his wife, by whoſe advice he 


had nd to be ſo ene damaged in his | 


pc}: 15; 
« No body dreamed that he would next day aha 


himſelf - at Greaveſbury-hall; nevertheleſs, he was 


there very early. in the morning and even cloſetted a 
whole hour with fir Launcelot. He came out making 


wry 


n 
7 085 
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wry faces, and ſeveral times ſlapped himſelf on the 
forehead, crying, Rodikins | thof he be creazy, I 
an't, that I an't!' When he was aſked what Was the 
matter, he ſaid, he believed the devil had got in him, 
and he ſhould never be his own man again. 
„. That ſame day the knight carried him to Aſhen- 
ton, where he beſpoke thoſe accoutrements which be 
now wears; and while theſe were making, it was thought 
the poor fellow would have run diſtracted. He did 
nothing but growl, and curſe, and ſwear to himſelf, 
run backwards and forwards between his own hut 
and Greaveſbury- hall, and quarrel with the horſes in 
the ſtable, At length his wife and family were re- 
moved into a ſnug farm-houſe that happened to be 


empty, and care taken that they ſhould be comfort - 


ably maintained. 


« Theſe precautions being taken, the knight, one 


morning at day- break, mounted Bronzomarte, and 


Crabſhaw as his ſquire, aſcended the back of a 


clumſy cart-horſe, called Gilbert. This again was 


looked upon as an inſtance of inſanity: in the. ſaid: 


Crabſhaw; for, of all the horſes in the ſtable, Gilbert 


was the moſt ſtubborn and vicious, and had often 


like to have done miſchief to Timothy while he drove 


the cart and plough. When he was out of humour 


he would kick and plunge as if the devil was in him. 
He once thruſt Crabſhaw into the muddle of a 


quickſet-hedge, where he was terribly torn; another 


time he canted him over his head into a quagmire, 
where he ſtuck with his heels up, and muſt have 
periſhed. if people had not been paſſing that way; a 
third time he ſeized him in the ſtable with his teeth 
by the rim of the belly, and ſwung him off the ground, 
to the great danger of his life; and I'll be hanged if it 


was not owing to Gilbert that Crabſhaw was now. 


thrown into the river. . 40108) 
Thus mounted and accoutred, the knight and 
his ſquire ſet out on their firſt excurſion. They 


all 
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all that day without meeting any thing worthy re- 
counting: but, in the morning of the ſecond day, 
they were favoured with an adventure. The hunt 
was upon a common, through which they travelled; 
and the hounds were in full cry after a fox, when 
Crabſhaw, prompted! by his on miſchievous diſ- 
poſition, and neglecting the order of his maſter, 
who called aloud to him to deſiſt, rode up to the 
hounds, and croſſed them at full gallop. The huntſ- 
man, who was not far off, running towards the *{quire, 
beſtowed upon his, head ſuch a momento with his 
pole, as made the landſcape dance before his eyes; 
and in a twinkling he was ſurrounded by all the fox- 
hunters, who plied their whips about his ears with 
infinite agility. Sir Launcelot advancing at an eaſy 
pace, inſtead of aſſiſting the diſaſtrous ſquire, ex- 
horted his adverſaries to puniſh him ſeverely for his 
inſolence, and they were not ſlow in obeying this in- 
Junction. Crabſhaw finding himſelf in this difagreeable 
ſituation, and that there was no ſuccour to be ex- 


peed from his maſter, on whoſe proweſs: he had 


depended, grew deſperate; and clubbing his whip, 
laid about him with great fury, wheeling about Gil- 
bert, who was not idle; for he, having received ſome 
of the favours intended for his rider, both bit with 
teeth, and kicked with his heels; and at laſt made 
his way through the ring that incircled him, though 
not before he had broke the huntſman's leg, lamed 
one of the beſt horſes on the field, and killed half a 
{core of the hounds E Sant oil £156 
Crabſhaw ſeeing himſelf clear of the fray, did not 
tarry to take leave of his maſter, but made the moſt 
of his way to Greaveſbury-hall, where he appeared 
hardly with any veſtige of the human countenance, ſo 
much had he been defaced in this adventure. He 
did not fail to raiſe a great clamour againſt fir Laun- 
celot, whoin he curſed as à coward in plain terms, 
wearing hy would never ſerve him another day: but 
whether he altered his mind on cooler reflection, or 
Tits 7 | was 
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was lectured by his wife, who well underſtood her own 


intereſt; he roſe with the cock, and went again in 
queſt: of fir Launcelot, hom he found on the eve of 
a very hazardous enterprze, of ct Df 
In the midſt of a lane the knight happened to 
meet with a party of about forty recruits, commanded 
by a ſerjeant, a corporal, and a drummer, which laſt 
had his drum flung at his back; bat ſeeing ſuch a 
ſtrange figure mounted on a high- ſpirited horſe, he was 
ſeized with an inclination to divert his company. 


With this view he braced his drum, and, hanging it 


in its proper poſition, began to beat a point of war, 
advancing under the very noſe of Bronzomarte; while 
the corporal exclaimed, Damn my eyes, who have 
we got here? old king Stephen, from the horſe armoury, 
in the Tower; or the fellow that rides armed at my 
lord mayor's ſhew?” The knight's ſteed ſeemed at 
leaſt as well pleaſed with the ſound of the drum, as 
were the recruits that followed it; and ſignified his 
ſatisfaction in ſome curvettings and caprioles, which 
did not at all diſcompoſe the rider, who, addreſſing 
himſelf to the ſerjeant, Friend, ſaid he, you ought 
to teach your drummer better manners. I would 


chaſtiſe the fellow on the ſpot for his inſolence, were 
it not out of the reſpect I bear to his majeſty's ſer- 
vice. © Reſpe& mine a 


! (cried this ferocious 
commander) what, d'ye think to frighten us with your 
pewter piſs-pot on your ſcull, and your lacquer'd 
pothd on your arm? get out of the way and be 
damned, or I'Il raiſe with my halbert ſuch a clutter 
upon your target, that you'll remember it the longeſt 
day you have to live.” At that inſtant, Crabſhaw 
arriving upon Gilbert, So, raſcal, ſaid fir Launcelot, 
you are returned. Go and beat in that ſcoundrel's 


drum-head.” - 


*The ſquire, who ſaw no weapons of offence 
about the drummer but a ſword, which he hoped the 
owner durſt not draw; and being reſolved to exert 
himſelf in making atonement. for his deſertion, ad- 

| | | vanced 
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vanced to execute his maſter's orders: but Gilbert, 
who liked not the noiſe, refuſed to proceed in the 
ordinary way. Then the ſquire turning his tail to 
the drummer, he advanced in a retrograde motion, 
and with one kick of his heels, not only broke the 
drum into a thouſand pieces, but laid the drummer 
in the mire, with ſuch a blow upon his hip- bone, that 
he halted all the days of his life. The recruits, per- 
cerving the diſcomfiture of their leader, armed them- 
ſelves with ſtones; the ſerjeant raiſed his halbert in a 
poſtute of defence, and immediately a ſevere action 
enſued. By this time Crabſhaw had drawn his ſword, 
and begun to lay about him like a devil incarnate; 
but, in a little time, he was faluted by a volley of 
ſtones, one of which knocked out two of his grinders, 
and brought him to the earth, where he had like to 
have found no quarter; for the whole company 
crowded about him, with their cudgels brandiſhed; 
and perhaps he owed his preſervation to their preſſing 
ſo hard that they hindered one another from uſing 
their weapons. 
« Sir Launcelot, ſeeing with indignation, the un- 
deb treatment his *ſquire had received, and ſcorn- 
to ſtain his launce with the blood of plebeians, 
I intleadd of couching it in the reſt, ſeized it by the 
middle, and fetching one blow at the ſerjeant, broke 
in twain the halbert which he had raiſed as a quarter- 
ſtaff for his defence. The ſecond ſtroke encountered 
his pate, which being the hardeſt part about him, 
ſuſtained the ſhock without damage; but the third, 
lighting on his ribs, he honoured the giver with im- 
mediate proſtration. The general being thus over- 
thrown, fir Launcelot advanced to the relief of Crab- 
ſhaw, and handled his weapon ſo effectually, that the 
whole body of the enemy were diſabled or routed, 
before one cudgel had touched the carcaſe of the 
fallen *ſquire. As for the corporal, inſtead of ſtanding 
by his commanding officer, he had overleaped the 
hedge, and run to the conſtable of an adjoining _ 
or 
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for aſſiſtance. Accordingly, before Crabſhaw could 
be properly remounted, the peace- ofncer arrived with 
his poſſe; and by the corporal was charged with ſir 
Launcelot and his ſquire, as two highwaymen. The 
conſtable, aſtoniſhed at the martial figure of the 
knight, and intimidated at fight of the havock he had 
made, contented himſelf with ſtanding at a diſ- 
tance, diſplaying the badge of his office, and re- 
minding the knight that he repreſented his majeſty's 


** Sir Launcelot, ſeeing the poor man in great 
agitation, aſſured him that his deſign was to enforce, 
not violate the laws of his country; and that he and 
his ſquire would attend him to the next juſtice of 
peace; but, in the mean time, he, in his turn, charged 
the peace · officer with the ſerjeant and drummer, who 
had begun the frax. | 1 His 
The juſtice had been a pettifogger, and was a 
ſycophant to a nobleman in the neighbourhood, who 
had a poſt at court, He therefore thought he ſhould 
oblige his patron, by ſhewing his reſpect for the mili- 
tary; and treated our knight with the moſt booriſn 
inſolence; but refuſed to admit him into his houſe; 
until he had ſurrendered all his weapons of offence to 
the conſtable. Sir Launcelot and his ſquire being 
found the aggreſſors, the juſtice inſiſted upon making 
out their mittimus, if they did not find bail imme- 
diately; and could hardly be prevailed upon to agree 
that they ſhould remain at the houſe of the conſtable, 
who, being a publican, undertook to keep them in 
fafe cuſtody, until the knight could write to his 
ſteward. Mean while he was bound over to the peace; 
and the ſerjeant with his drummer were told they had 
a good action againſt him for aſſault and battery, either 
by information or indictment. 
© They were not, however, ſo fond of the law as 
the . juſtice ſeemed to be. Their ſentiments had 
taken a turn in favour of fir Launcelot, during the 
courſe of his examination, by which it appeared that 
” a he 
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he was _— a gentleman of faſhion and fortune; 
and they reſolved to compromiſe the affair without 
the intervention of his worſhip. Accordingly, the 
ſerjeant repaired to the conſtable's houſe, where the 
knight was lodged; and humbled himſelf before his 
honour, proteſting with many oaths, that if he had 
known his quality he would have beaten the drum- "MW 
mer's brains about his ears, for preſuming to give his 
1 honbur or his horſe the leaſt diſturbance; thof the = 
fellow, he believed, was ſufficiently Nane in N 
| 4 cripple for life. 
8 Sir Launcelot admitted of his apologies ; and 
| taking compaſſion on the fellow who had ſuffered ſo 
by | ſeverely for his folly, reſolved to provide for his main- 
| | tenance. Upon the repreſentation of the parties to 
 _ the juſtice, the warrant was next day diſcharged ; 
4 and the knight returned to his own houſe, attended 
| dy the ſerjeant and the drummer mounted on horſe- 
| back; the recruits being left to the corporal's charge. 
5 The halberdeer found the good effects of ſir 
| Launcelot's liberality; and his companion being ren- 
| dered unfit for his majeſty's ſervice by the heels of 
{ Gilbert, is now entertained at Fenn where 
| he will probably remain for life. 
Tis e As for Crabſhaw, his maſter gave him to is 
ſtand, that if he did not think him pretty well chaſ- 
is . tiſed for his preſumption and flight by the diſcipline 
he had undergone in the laſt two adventures, 
1 would turn him out of his ſervice with dif] | 
Timothy ſaid he believed it would be the elt 
favour he could do him, to turn him out of a ſervice 
| in which he knew he ſhould be rib-roaſted every day, 
int and murderet at laſt. ; 
1 In this ſituation were things at Greaveſbury-ball 
[ about a month ago, when I croſſed the country to 
. Ferryt bridge, where I met my uncle: probably, this 
f z Bs the firſt incident of their ſecond excurſion; for 
| the dif tance. LIENS this here houſe and Sir Laun- 
i | n N | WÞi- celot's 
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celot's eſtate, does not exceed fourſcore or ninetr 


miles.“ l | 94 | "I 
wrote f alood GH, e rac 1 ddt 


Is which the reader will pe ceive that in ſome caſes mad- 
neſs 15 er. 


x. Clarke having made an end of his narrative, 

| M' the ſurgeon thanked him for the entertainment 
he had received; and Mr. Ferret ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders in filent diſapprobation. As for captain 
Crowe, who uſed at ſuch pauſes to pout in a broadfide 
of e remarks, linked together like chain- 
ſhot, he ſpoke not a ſyllable Br Bike time; but, 
lighting a freſh pipe at the candle, began to roll ſuch 
voluminous clouds of ſmoke as in an inſtant filled the, 
whole apartment, and rendered himſelf inviſible to the 
whole company. Though he thus ſhrouded himſelf 


from their view, he did not long remain concealed. 


from their berg, They firſt heard a ſtrange diſ- 
ſonant cackle, which the doctor knew to be Hm 
and this was followed by an eager exclamation of, 
Rare paſtime, ſtrike my yards and top maſts !— 
I've a good mind—why ſhouldn” t—many, a loſing 
voyage ASE my taffrel but I wool— 

By this time he had relaxed ſo much in his fumi- 
gation, that the tip of his noſe and one eye re-appeared 
and as he had drawn his wig forwards fo as to cover 
his whole forehead, the figure that now ſaluted their 
eyes was much more ferocious and terrible than the 
fire-breathing chimera of the ancients. Notwith- 
ſtanding this dreadful a ppearance, there was no indig- 
nation in his heart, but, on the contrary, an agreeable 
curioſity, which he was determined to gratify. 
Addreſſing himſelf to Mr. F illet, _— Pry'thee, 


doctor (faid he) catr'f&. tell, whether a man, without 
| being rated a lord or a baron, or what d'ye call um, 


d'ye ſèe, mayn't take to the * in the way of a 
vor. vr. | frolick, 
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frolick, bye ſce?—adad! for my own part, brothie, 


Tm reſolved as how to cruiſe a bit in the way of an 
arrant—if ſo be as I can't at once be commander, 
mayhap I may be bore upon the books as a petty 
officer or the like, dye fee.” 
„ Now, the Lord forbid! (cried Clarke, Wich 1218 
in his eyes) I'd rather ſee you dead than brought to 
ſuch a dilemma.” “ Mayhap thou would'ſt (an- 
ſwered the uncle); for then, my lad, there would be 
_ fome picking aha! do'ſt thou tip me the traveller, 
my boy.” —Tom aſſured him he ſcorned any ſuch 
mercenary views: * I am only concerned (ſaid he) 
ce you ſhould take any ſtep that might tend'to the 
an of yourſelf \ or your family; and I ſay again I 
rather die than live to ſee you reckoned any 
dee than compos. © Die and be damned ! 
you ſhambling, half-timber'd ſon of a (cried the 
choleric Crowe), do'ſt talk to me of keeping a reck- 
oning and compaſs!—I could keep a-reckoning, and 
box my compaſs long enough before thy keel-ſtone 
was laid—Sam Crowe is not come here to aſk thy 
counſel how to ſteer his courſe.” —*© Lord, fir, (re- 
fumed the nephew) conſider what people will fay—all 
the world will think you, mad.” —< Set thy heart at 
eaſe, Te om, (cried the ſeaman) I' have a trip to and 
again in this here channel. Mad ! what then? I 
think for my part one balf of the nation is mad 
and the other not very ſound—I don't ſee why 1 
han't as good a right to be mad as another man 
but, doctor, as 1 was faying, Pd be bound to you, if 
you would direct me where I can buy that fame tackle 
that an arrant—muft wear; as for the matter of the 
long pole headed with iron, I'd never defire a better 
than à good hoat-hook, and I could make a ſpecial 
good target of that there tin ſconce that holds the- 
eandte-—mayhap any blackſmith will hammer me a 
frull;cap; dye ſee, out of an old braſs kettle: and I can 
call my horſe by the ** of my e wick was 
Mufti.” ; 
IS w 44 The 
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The ſurgeon was one of thoſe wags who can laugh 


inwardly, without exhibiting the leaſt outward mark 
of mirth or ſatisfaction. at. once perceived the 
amuſement which might be drawn from this ſtrange 
diſpoſition of the ſailor, together with the moſt likely 
means which could be uſed to divert him from ſuch 
an extravagant purſuit. He therefore tipped Clarke 
the wink with one fide of his face, while the other 
was very gravely turned to the captain, whom he 
addreſſed to this effect: © It is not far from hence to 
Sheffield, where you might be fitted completely in 
half-a-day—then you muſt wake your armour in 
church or chapel, and be dubbed. As for this laſt 
ceremony, it may be performed by any perſon what- 
ſoever. Don Quixote was dubbed by his landlord ; 
and there are many inſtances on record, of errants 
obliging and compelling the next perſon they met to 
croſs their ſhoulders, and dub them knights. I 
myſelf would undertake to be your godfather; and I 
have intereſt enough to procure the keys of the pariſh: . 
church that ſtands hard by; beſides, this is the eve of 
St. Martin; who was' himſelf a knight-errant, and 
therefore a proper patron to a noviciate. I wiſh 
we could borrow. fir Launcelot's armour for the oc- 
caſion.” te cont 
Crowe, being ſtruck with this hint, ſtarted up, and 
laying his fingers on his lips to enjoin filence, walked 
off ſoſtly on his, tiptoes, to liſten at the door of our 
knight's apartment, and judge whether or not he was 
afleep. Mr. Fillet took this opportunity to tell his 
nephew that: it would be in vain for him to combat 
this humour with reaſon and argument; but the moſt 
effectual way of diverting him from the plan of 
knight-errantry would be, to frighten him heartily 
while he ſhould keep his vigil in the church. To- 
wards the accompliſhment of which purpoſe he craved 
the affiſtance of the miſanthrope as well as the nephew. 
Clarke ſeemed to: reliſh the ſcheme; and obſerved 
that his uncle, though endued with courage enough 
R F 2 to 
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to face any human danger, had at bottom a ſtrong 
fund of ſuperſtition, which he had acquired, or at 
leaſt improved, in the courſe of a ſea-life. Ferret, 
who perhaps would not have gone ten paces out of 
his road to ſave Crowe from the gallows, nevertheleſs 
engaged as an auxiliary, merely in hope of ſeeing a 


fellow- creature miſerable; and even undertook to be 


the principal agent in this adventure. For this office 
indeed he was better qualified than they could have 
imagined: in the bundle which he kept under his: 
great coat, there was, t ee with divers noſtrums, 

a {mall vial of 0 f oſphorus ſufficient, as he had 
Heb obſerved, to ghten a whats . 2a 
out of their ſenſes. FJ 29 

In order to concert the pioviinn meaſures, without 
being overheard, theſe confederates retired with a 
candle and lanthorn into the ſtable: and their backs 
were ſcarce turned, when Captain Crowe came in 
loaded with pieces 'of the knight's armour, which he 
had conveyed from the apartment of fir a 
whom he had left faſt aſſeep. 
- : Underſtanding that the reſt of the company were 
gone out for-a moment, -he could not refiſt the inch- 
nation he felt of communicating his intention to the 
landlady, who, with her daughter, had been too much 
engaged in' preparing Crabſhaw's ſupper, to know the 
purport of their converſation. The good woman, 
being informed of the Captain's deſign to remain 
alone all night in the church, began to oppoſe it with 
all her rhetoric. She ſaid it was ſetting his Maker at 
defiance, and a wilful running into temptation. She 
aſſured him that all the country knew that the church 
was haunted by ſpirits and hobgoblins; that lights 
had been ſeen in every corner of it; and a tall woman 
in white had one night appeared upon the top of the 
tovter; that dreadful ſhrieks were often heard to come 
from the ſouth aiſle, where a murdered man had been 
buried: that ſhe herſelf had ſeen the croſs on > 
ſteeple all a- fire; and one evening as -ſhe 
— | — 
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horſeback cloſe by the ſtile at the entrance into the 
church- yard, the horſe ſtood ſtill, ſweating and trem> 
bling, and had no power to proceed until ſhe had 
repeated the Lord's Prayer. i an has 
Theſe remarks made a ftrong impreſſion on the 
imagination of Crowe, who aſked, in ſome confuſion, 
if ſhe had got that ſame prayer in print. She made 
no anſwer, but reaching the prayer- book from a ſhelf, 
and turning up the leaf, put it into his hand; then 
the captain, having adjuſted his ſpectacles, began to 
read, or rather ſpell aloud with equal eagerneſs and 
ſolemnity. He had refreſhed his memory ſo well as 
to remember the whole, when the doctor, returning 
with his companions, gave him to underſtand that he 
had procured the key of the chancel, where he might 
watch his armour as well as in the body of the church; 
” and that he was ready to conduct him to the ſpot: 
” Crowe was not now quite ſo forward as he had ap- 
9 peared before to atchieve this adventure: he began 
1 to ſtart objections with reſpect to the borrowed ar- 
1 mour; he wanted to ſtipulate the comforts of a can 
of flip, and a candle's end, during his vigil; and 
hinted ſomething of the damage he might ſuſtain from 
your malicious imps of darkneſs s.. 
.. The doctor told him, the conſtitutions of chivalry 
abſolutely required that he ſhould be left in the dark 
alone, and faſting, to ſpend the night in pious medi- 
tations; but if he had any fears which diſturbed his 
conſcience, he had much better deſiſt, and give up 
all thoughts of knight ertantry, which could not conſiſt 
with the leaſt ſhadow of apprehenſion. The captain, 
ſtung by this remark, replied not a word, but gather - 
ing up the armour into à bundle, threw it on his 
2 back, and ſet out for the place of probation, preceded 
= by Clarke with the lanthorn. When they arrived 
2 at the church, Fillet, who had procured the key from 
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* = the ſexton, who was his patient, opened the door, and 
3 conducted our novice into the middle of the chancel, 
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ſuch paſtimes are neither ſuitable to the place, nor 
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where the armour was depoſited. Then bidding 


Crowe draw his hanger, committed him to the pro- 
tection of heaven, aſſuring him he would come back, 
and find him either dead or alive by day - break, and 
perform the remaining part of the ceremony. So 
ſaying, he and the other aſſociates ſhook him by the 
hand and took their leave, after the ſurgeon had tilted 
up the lanthorn to take a view of his viſage, which 


was pale and haggard. | 


Before the door was locked upon him, he called a- 
loud, Hilloa! doctor, hip—another word, d'y: 
fſee—” They forthwith returned to know what | 
wanted, and found him already in a ſweat. Heark 
ye, brother (faid he, wiping his face) I do fuppoſe as 
how one may paſs away the time in whiſtling the 
Black Joke, or ſinging Black-ey'd Suſan, or ſome fuch 
ſorrowtful ditty. * By no means (cried the doctor), 


the occaſion, which is altogether a religious exerciſe, 
If 2 have got any Pſalms by heart, you may ſing 
a ſtave or two, or repeat the Doxology .. Would 
I had Tom Laverick here, (replied our noviciate) he 


would fing you anthems like a ſea-mew—a had been 


a clerk a-ſhore—many's the time and often I've given 


him a rope's end for ſinging Pſalms in the larboard 


watch—would I had hired the ſon of a bitch to have 
taught me a caſt of his office but it cannot be holp, 
brother—if we can't go large, we muſt haul upon a 
wind,—as the ſaying is—if we can't fing, we muſt 
pray.” The company again left him to his devotion, 
and returned to the public houſe, in order to execute 
the effential part of their projet, e. 
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e ln Bei n 
In which the knight reſumes his importance. 


DF: wad Fillet having borrowed a couple of ſheets 


from the landlady, dreſſed the miſanthrope and 
Tom Clarke in ghoſtly apparel, which was re-inforced 


1 few drops of liquid phoſphorus, from Ferret's 
P 


ial, rubbed on the foreheads of the two adventurers. 
Thus equipped they returned to the church with their 


conductor, who entered with them ſoftly at an aiſle 


which was oppoſite to a place where the novice kept 
watch. They ſtole unperceived through the body 
of the church; and though it was ſo dark that they 
could not diſtinguiſh the captain with the eye, they 
heard the ſound of his ſteps, as he walked backwards 
and forwards on the pavement with uncommon ex- 
pedition, and an ejaculation now and then eſcape in a 
murmur from his lips. | x 105 

The triumvirate having taken their ſtation, 
with a large pew in their front, the two ghoſts 
uncovered their heads, which, by help of the phoſ- 
phorus, exhibited a pale and lambent flame, ex- 
tremely diſmal and ghaſtly to the view; then Ferret 
in a ſqueaking tone exclaimed, Samuel Crowe 
Samuel Crowe! The captain hearing himſelf accoſted 
in this manner, at ſuch a time, and in ſuch a place, 
replied © Hilloah;”” and turning his eyes towards the 


quarter whence the voice ſeemed to proceed, beheld 


the terrible apparition. This no ſooner ſaluted his 
view than his hair briftled up, his knees began to 
knock, and his teeth to chatter, while he cried aloud, 


In the name of God, where are you bound, ho?” 


To this hail the miſanthrope anſwered, * We are 


the ſpirits of thy grandmother Jane and thy aunt 


Bridget.” 


F 4 . 
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At mention of theſe names, Crowe's terrors began 
to give way to his reſentment, and he pronounced in 
a quick tone of ſurprize, mixed with indignation, 

„What d'ye want? what d'ye want? what d'ye 
Fil want, ho?” The ſpirit replied, We are fent to 
14 | warn thee of thy fate“ From whence, ho?” cried 
14 the captain, whoſe choler had by this time well right 
I} triumphed over his fear. From heaven, ſaid the 
voice. Te lie, ye b—s: of hell! (did our novice 
exclaim) ye are damned for heaving me out of my 
| right, five fathom and a half by the lead, in burning 
1 brunſtone. Don't I ſee the blue flames come out 
N | of your /hawſe holes—mayhap you may be the devil 
f himſelf for aught I know but I truſt in the Lord, 
| q — _d'ye! ſee I never diſrated a kinſman, d'ye ſee, fo 
14 don't come along fide of me put about on th' other 
tack, d' ye ſee - you need not clap hard aweather, for 
l you'll ſoon get to hell again with a flowing ſail. 
N So ſaying, he had recourſe to his Paternoſter; but 
perceiving the apparitions approach, he thundered 
out, © Avaſt, —avaſt—ſheer off, ye babes of hell, or 
Tul be foul. of your forelights.” He accordingly 
ſprung forwards with his hanger, and very probably 
would have ſet the ſpirits on their way to the other 
world, had he not fallen over a pew in the dark, and 
intangled himſelf ſo much among the benches, that 
he could not immediately recover his footing. The 
triumvirate took this opportunity to retire; and ſuch 
was the precipitation of Ferret in his retreat, that he 
encountered a poſt, by which his right eye ſuſtained 
conſiderable damage; a circumſtance which induced 
him. to inveigh bitterly againſt his own folly, as well 
as the impertinence of his companions, who had in- 
veigled him into ſuch a troubleſome adventure. 
Neither he nor could be prevailed upon to 
reviſit the novice. The doctor himſelf thought his 
diſeaſe was deſperate; and, mounting his horſe, re- 
turned to his own habitation. 9 5 
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SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 73 
2 Ferret, finding all the beds in the public-houſe: 


were occupied, compoſed himſelf to ſleep in a Windſor- 


chair at the chimney- corner; and Mr. Clarke, whoſe: 
diſpoſition was extremely amorous, reſolved to renew 
his practices on the heart of Dolly. He had recon- 


noitred the apartments in which the bodies of the 


knight and his ſquire were depoſited, and diſcovered 
cloſe by the top of the ſtair-cafe a ſort of cloſet or 
hovel, juſt large enough to contain a truckle-bed, 
which, from ſome other particulars, he ſuppoſed to be 


the bed-chamber of his beloved: Dolly, who had by. 


this time retired to her repoſe: Full of this idea, 
and inſtigated by the demon of deſire, Mr. Thomas 
crept ſoftly up ſtairs, and lifting the latch of the 
cloſet- door, his heart began to palpitate with joyous 


expectation; but before he could breathe the gentle 


effuſions of his love, the ſuppoſed damſel ſtarted up; 
and ſeizing him by the collar with an Herculean gripe, 
uttered, in the voice of Crabſnaw, It wa'n't for 
nothing that I dreamed of Newgate, ſirrah; but I'& 
have thee to know, an arrant ſquire is not to be 


robbed by ſuch a peddling thief as thee—here III 


howld the vaſt, and the devil were in thy doublet 
CC ²˙ A ˙— oct Wh age: 
lt was impoſſible for Mr. Clarke to diſengage 
himſelf, and equally impracticable to ſpeak in his own 


vindication; ſo that here he ſtood trembling and half 


throttled, until the whole houſe being alarmed, the 
landlady and her oſtler ran up ſtairs with a candle. 


When the light rendered objects viſible, an equal 


aſtoniſhment prevailed on all ſides; Crabſhaw was 
confounded at ſight of Mr. Clarke, whoſe perſon he 


well knew; and releaſing him inſtantly from his graſp, 


* Bodikins! (cried he) I believe as how this houſe is 
haunted who thought to meet with Meaſter Laayer 
Clarke at midnight, and ſo far from hoam.“ The 


landlady could not comprehend the meaning of this 


encounter; nor could Tom conceive how Crabſhaw 
bad tranſported himſelf hither from the room below, 
1.5 . In 
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fince- night” fell, ſo as my reins and my liver are all 


in which he ſaw him quietly repoſed. Vet nothing 


was more eaſy than to explain this myſtery: the 


apartment below was the chamber which the hoſteſs 


and her daughter reſerved for their own convenience; 


and this particular having been intimated to the 
*(quire while he was at ſupper, he had reſigned the 
bed quietly, and been conducted hither in the abſence. 
of the company. Tom, recollecting himſelf as well 
as he could, profeſſed himſelf of Crabſhaw's opinion, 


that the houſe was haunted, declaring that he could 


not well account for his being there in the dark; and 


leaving thoſe that were aſſembled to diſcuſs this knotty 


int, retired down ftairs, in hope of meeting with 


his charmer, whom accordingly he found in the kitchen 
juſt riſen, and wrapped in a looſe diſhabulle, wo 


The noiſe of Crabſhaw's cries had awakened and 
arouſed his maſter, who, riſing ſuddenly in the dark, 
ſnatched up his ſword that lay by his bed-fide, and 
haſtened to the ſcene of tumult, where all their mouths 


were opened at once, to explain the cauſe of the 


diſturbance, and make an apology for breaking his 
honour's reſt. He ſaid nothing, but taking the can- 
dle in his hand, beckoned to his ſquire to follow him 
into his apartment, reſolving to arm and take horſe 
immediately. Crabſhaw underſtood his meaning ; 
and while he ſhuffled on his cloaths, yawning hide- 
ouſly all the while, wiſhed the lawyer at the devil for 
having viſited him ſo unſeaſonably; and even curſed 
himſelf for the noiſe he had made, in conſequence of 
which he foreſaw he ſhould now be obliged to forfeit 


his night's reſt, and travel in the dark, expoſed to the 


inclemencies of the weather. Pox rot thee, Tom 
Clarke, for a wicked laayer! (ſaid he to himſelf) hadſt 
thou been hanged at Bartlemey-tide, I ſhould this 
night have flept in peace, that I ſhould—an I would 
there was a bliſter on this plaguy tongue of mine for 


making ſuch a hollowballoo, that I do—five gallons 


of cold water has my poor belly been drenched with 


one 
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one as if they were turned into ice, and my whole 
Rarſlet ſhakes and ſhivers like a vial of quickfilyer, 
I have heen dragged, half drowned like a rotten. ewe, 
from the bottom of a river; and who. knows but I 
may he next dragged quite dead from the bottom of 
a coal pit—if ſo be as I am, I ſhall go to hell to be 
ſure, for being conſarned like in my. own moorder, 
that I will, ſo 1 will; for a plague on it, I had no 
buſineſs with the vagaries of this crazy peated meaſter 
of mine, a pox on him, ſay It 
le had juſt finiſhed this ſoliloquy as he entered 
the apartment of his maſter, who deſired to know 
what was become of his armour, Timothy, under- 
ſtanding that it had been left in the room when the 
knight undreſſed, began to ſcratch his head in great 
perplexity; and at laſt declared it as his opinion that 
it muſt have been carried off by witchcraft. Then 
he related his adventure with Tom Clarke, who he 
ſaid was conveyed to his bedfide he knew not how; 
and concluded, with affirming they were no better 
than Papiſhes who did not belief in witchcraft.” Sir 
| Launcelot could not help ſmiling at his ſimplicity; 
but aſſuming a peremptory air, he commanded. him 
to fetch the armour without delay, that he might af- 
terwards ſaddle the horſes, in order to proſecute their 
Journey. | FFF 
Timothy retired in great tribulation to the kitchen, 
where finding the miſanthrope, whom the noiſe had 
alſo diſturbed, and ſtill impreſſed with the notion of 
his, being a conjurer, he offered him a ſhilling if he 
would caſt a figure, and let him know what-was become 
of his maſter's armour. N lids 

Ferret, in hope of producing more miſchief, in- 
formed him without heſitation, that one of the com- 
pany had conveyed it into the chancel of the church, 
where he would now find it depoſited; at the ſame 
time preſenting him with the key, which Mr. Fillet 
had left in his cuſtody. _ FR vn __ 
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The (quire, who was none of thoſe who ſet hob. 
goblins at defiance, being afraid to enter the church 


alone at theſe hours, bargained with the oftler to ac- 


company and light him with a lanthorn. Thus at- 


tended, he advanced to the place, where the armour 


lay in a heap, and loaded it upon the back of his 
attendant without moleſtation, the launce being ſhoul- 
dered over the whole. In this equipage they were juſt 
going to retire, when the oſtler hearing a noiſe at ſome 
diſtance, wheeled about with ſuch velocity, that one 
end of the ſpear ſaluting Crabſhaw's pate, the poor 
ſquire meaſured his length on the ground; and 


cruſhing the lanthorn in his fall, the light was extin- 
guiſhed. The other, terrified at theſe effects of his 


own ſudden motion, threw: down his burthen, and 


would have betaken himſelf to flight, had not Crab- 


ſhaw laid faſt hold on bis leg, that he himſelf might 
not be deſerted. The found of the pieces clattering 
on the pavement rouſed Captam Crowe from a trance 


or ſlumber” in which he had lain ſince the apparition 


vaniſhed; and he hollowed, or rather bellowed, with 
vaſt vociferation. 'T imothy and his friend were ſo 


 Intimidated by this terrific ſtrain, that they thought 


no more of the armour, but ran home arm in arm, 
and appeared in the kitchen with all the marks of hor- 
ror and conſternation. 

When ſir Launcelot came forth wrapped.” in his 
cloak; and demanded his arms, Crabſhaw declared 
that the devil had them in poſſeſſion; and this aſſer- 
tion was confirmed by the oſtler, who pretended to 
know the devil by his roar. Ferret ſat in his corner, 


maintaining the moſt mortifying ſilence, and enjoying 


— impatience of the knight, who in vain requeſted 
an explanation of this myſtery. At length his eyes 
began to lighten, when ſeizing Crabſhaw in one hand; 
and the oftter in the other, he ſwore by heaven he 
would daſh their ſouls out, and raze the houſe to the 
foundation, if they did not inſtantly diſcloſe the par: 
ticulars of this tranſaction, The good woman fell 
on 
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on ber knees, proteſting, in the name of the Lord, 
that ſhe was innocent as the child unborn, thof ſhe 


had lent the captain a Prayer Book to learn the 
Lord's Prayer; a candle and lanthorn to light him to 
the church, and a couple of clean ſheets for the uſe 
of the other gentlemen. The knight was more and 
more puzzled by this declaration; when Mr. Clarke, 
coming into the kitchen, preſented himſelf with a 
low obeiſance to his old patron = 11 
Sir Launcelot's anger was immediately converted 
into ſurprize. He ſet at liberty the ſquire and the 


oſtler; and ſtretching out his hand to the lawyer, 


« My good friend Clarke (ſaid he), how came you 
hither ? Can you ſolve this knotty point which hath 
involved us all in ſuch confuſion?ͤ [1 105 
Tom forthwith began a very circumſtantial reca- 
pitulation of what had happened to his uncle; in 
what manner he had been diſappointed of the eſ- 
tate; how he had accidentally ſeen his honour, been 
enamoured of his character, and become ambitious 
of following his example. Then he related the par- 
ticulars of the plan which had been laid down to 
divert him from his: deſign, and concluded with -afz 
ſuring the knight, that the captain was a very honeſt 
man, though he ſeemed to be a little diſordered in 
his intellects. I believe it (replied ſir Launcelot); 
madneſs and honeſty are not incompatible indeed 1 
Tom proceeded: to aſk pardon, in his uncle's name, 
for having made ſo free with the knight's armour; 
and begged his honour, for the love of God, would 
uſe his authority with Crowe that he might quit 
all thoughts of knight-errantry, for which he was 
by no means qualified; for being totally ignorant 
of the laws of the land, he would be continually 
committing treſpaſſes, and: bring himſelf into trouble. 
He ſaid in caſe he ſhould prove refractory, he might 
be apprehended by virtue of a friendly warrant; 
carried off the knight's ac- 
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edutrements. Taking away another man's movea · 
bles (faid he), and — goods, againſt the will 
of the owner, is furtum and felony according to the 
ſtatute: different a from robbery, which im- 
plies putting in fear on the king's highway, in alta 
via regia violenter, & felonice captum & -aſportatum, 
n magnum ferrorem, Sc. for if the robbery be laid 

in the indictment as done in — via pedęſtri, 
a a foot-path, the offender will not be ouſted of 
his clergy. It muſt be in alta via regia; and your 
honour will pleaſe to take notice, that robberies 
committed on the river Thames, are adjudged as 
done ix alta" via regia; for the king's 094, 950 is 
all the ſame as the king's highway.” | 

Sir Launcelot could not help ſmiling . at Tom's 

gation.” He congratulated him on the 

propetf he had made in the ſtudy of the law. He 
expreſſed his concern at the ſtrange turn the cap- 
taim had taken, and promiſed to uſe his influence 
in perſuading him to deſiſt from the Fame; 
deſign he had formed. 
The lawyer thus affiared;” ebe immediately to 
the church, accompanied by the ſquire, and held a 
parley with his uncle, who, when he underſtood that 
the knight in perſon deſired a conference, furrendered 
up the arms quietly, and retutried to the Wann 
bf ieee 

Sir Launeclot ered: the . FAN with 
his ufual c ; and perceiving great diſcom- 


omplacency ; 
poſure in mis looks, ſaid he was ſorry. to hear he had 


- paſſed ſuch a diſagreeable night to ſo little purpoſe. 


Crowe, having recruited his ſpirits with a bumper 
of brandy, thanked him for his concern, and obſerved 
that he had paſfed many a hard night in his time; 
but ſuch another as this, he would not be bound to 
weather for the command of the whole Britiſh navy. 
Thave ſeen Davy Jones in the ſhape of a blue 
flame, d' ye ſee, hopping to and fro, on the ſprit · fail 
ard-arm; ; and I've ſeen your Jacks o'the Lanthorn, 
and Walls o'the Wiſp, — many ſuch ſpirits, both 

by 


2 
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by ſea and land: but, to-night I've been boarded 
by all the devils and damned ſouls in hell, ſqueak- 
and ſqualling, and glimmering and glaring. Bounce 
went the door - crack went ths pew—craſh came the 
tackle white · heeted ghoſts dancing in one corner 
by the glow-worm's light black devils hobbling in 
another Lord have mercy upon us! and I was 
hailed, Tom, I was, by my grand- mother Jane, and 
my aunt Bridget, d'ye ſee a couple of damn'd 
but they're roaſting 3 that's one comfort, my lad.” 

When he had thus diſburthened: his conſcience; 
fir Launcelot introduced the ſubject of the new oc- 
cupation at which he aſpired. I underſtand, ſaid 
he, that you are deſirous of treading the paths of 


bleſome. Nevertheleſs, as your purpoſe is to ex- 
erciſe your humanity and benevolence, ſo your am- 
bition is commendable. But towards the practice 
of chivalry, there is ſomething more required than 
the virtues of courage and generoſity. A knight- 
errant ought to underſtand the ſciences, to be maſ- 
ter of ethics or morality, to be well verſed in theo- 
logy, a complete caſuiſt, and minutely acquainted 
with the laws of his country. He ſhould not only 


be patient of cold, hunger, and fatigue, righteous, 


juft, and valiant; but alſo chaſte, religious, tempe- 
rate, polite, and converſable ; and have all his paſ- 
ſions under the rein, except love, whoſe empire he 
ihould ſubmiſſively acknowledge. He ſaid, this was 
the very effence of chivalry, and no man had ever 
made ſuch a profeſſion of arms, without having firſt 
placed his affection upon ſome beauteous object, for 
whoſe honour, and at whoſe command, he would 
cheerfully encounter the moſt dreadful perils. 
| He took notice that nothing could be more irre- 
gular than the manner in which Crowe had attempted 


to keep his vigil: for he had never ſerved his no- 
Viciate—he had not prepared himſelf with abſti - 
nenge and prayer —he had not provided a qualified 


4 __ godfather 
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godfather for the ceremony of nnn had no 


armour of his own to wake; ; but, on the ve 
threſhold of chivalry, which is the perfection of 4 
tice, had unjuſtly purloined the arms of another 
knight: that this was a mere mockery of a religi- 
ous inſtitution, and therefore unpleaſing in the fight 
of heaven; witneſs the demons and hobgoblins that 
were permitted. to diſturb and torment him in his 
trial. 


Crowe having liſtened to thels ks with ear- 
peſt attention, replied, after. ſome heſitation, © Iam 


bound to you, brother, for your kind and chriſtian 


eounſel 1 doubt as how P' ve ſteered by a wrong 


chart, d' ye ſee—as for the matter of the ſciences, to 


be ſure, I know plain ſailing and mercator; and am 


an indifferent good ſeaman thof I ſay it that ſhould 


not ſay it-: but as to all the reſt, no better than the 
viob block or the geer- capſtan. Religion I han't 
much over-hauled; and we tars laugh at your po- 
lite converſation, thof, mayhap, we can chaunt a few 
ballads to keep the hands awake in the night- 
watch; then for chaſtity, brother, I doubt that's 


not to be expected in a ſailor juſt, come a-ſhore, af- 


ter a long voyage - ſure all thoſe poor hearts won't 
* damned for ſteering in the wake of nature. As 
ora ſweet-heart, Bet Mizen of St. Catharine's would 


fit me to a hair —ſhe and I are old meſſmates; 


and —what ſignifies talking, brother, ſhe knows al- 
ready the trim of my veſſel, d' ye ſee; He con- 
eluded with ſaying, He thought he wa'n't too old 
to learn; and if fir Launcelot would take him in 
tow, as his: tender, he would ſtand by him all wea- 
thers,, and it and not coſt his — 5 a farthing's 
expence. 

The knight ſaid, he did not think himſelf of « con- 
ſequence) enough to have ſuch a pupil, but ſhould 
always-be ready to give him his beſt advice, as a ſpe- 
cimen of which he exhorted him to weigh all the 
9-9-0 ha and deliberate Kam and yk 
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before he actually engaged in ſuch a boiſterous pro- 


- ſeffion, aſfuring him that if, at the end of three 
months, his reſolution ſhould continue, he would 
take upon himſelf the ; office of his inſtructor. In 
the mean time, he gratified the hoſteſs for his lodg- 
ing, put on his armour, took leave of the company, 
and, mounting Bronzomarte, proceeded ſoutherly, 
being attended by his ſquire Crabſhaw, grumbling 


on the back of. Gilbert. n, 


nA P. Vit. 


Which is noithin a hair's breadth of proving highty in- 
5531118157 tdeereſting. MS; 
| | Res de captain Crowe and his nephew for the 
pPreſent, though they and even the miſanthrope 
will re- appear in due ſeaſon, we are now obliged- 
to attend the progreſs. of the knight, Who proceed 
ed in a ſoutherly direction, inſenſible of the ſtorm 
that blew, as well as of the darkneſs, which was hor- 
rihle. For ſome time Crabſhaw ejaculated curſes in 
ſilence; till at length his anger gave way to his fear, 


which waxed ſo ſtrong upon him, that he could no 


longer reſiſt the deſire of alleviating it, by entering 
into a converſation with his maſter. By way: of in- 
troduction, he gave Gilbert the ſpur, directing him 
towards the flank of Bronzomarte, which he encoun- 
tered with ſuch a ſhock, that the knight was almoſt 
diſmounted. When ſir Launcelot, with ſome warmth, 
aſked the reaſon of this attack, the ſquire replied in 


theſe words: The devil. (God bleſs us) mun be 


Playing his pranks with Gilbert too, as ſure as I'm 
a_ living ſoul!—I'ſe wage a teaſter, the foul fiend 
has left the ſeaman, and got into Gilbert, that he 
has —when a has paſſed through an aſs and a horſe, 


Pe marvel what a beaſt a will get into next.“ 
„ Probably into 4 mule. (ad the knight): in that 
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caſe you will be in ſome danger — but I can, at any 
time, diſpoſſeſs you with a horſewhip.”—* Aye, aye 
(anſwered Timothy), your honour has a mortal good 


hand at giving a flap with a fox's tail, as the ſaying 


1 tis a wonderment you did not try your hand 
on that there wiſeacre that ſtole your honeur's har- 
neſs, and wants to be an arrant with a murrain to 

un.—Lord help his fool's head, it becomes bim as 
a ſow doth a cart-ſaddle.” There is no guilt in in- 


firmity (ſaid the knight); I puniſh the vicious only.” 


« I would your honour would puniſh Gilbert then 
(cried the *{quire), for 'tis the moſt vicious tuoad that 
ever I laid a leg over—but as to that ſame ſeafaring 
man, what. may his diſtemper be? „ Madneſs” 

(anſwered fir Launcelot). © Bodikins, (exclaimed 
the ſquire), I doubt as how other volks are leame of 
the ſame leg—but a'n't vor ſuch ſmall gentry as he 
to be mad :'they mun leave that to their betters.“ 
« You ſeem to hint at me, Crabſhaw : do you really 
think Jam mad? „ may fay as how I have look - 
ed your honour in the mouth; and a' forry dog 


ſhould I be, if 1 did not know your humours as 


well as J know cer a beaſt in the fteable at 
Greaveſbury- Hall.“ „Since you are ſo well ac- 
quainted with my madneſs (ſaid the knight) what 
opinion have Jou of yourſelf, who ſerve and follow a 
lunatic?“ „ hope I han't ſerved your honour for 


nothing, but I ſhall inherit ſome of your caſt vaga- 


ries—when your honour is pleaſed to be mad, I 
ſhould be very ſorry to be found right in my ſenſes. 
Timothy Crabſhaw will never eat the bread of un- 
thankfulneſs—It ſhall never be ſaid of him that he 
was wiſer than his meaſter: as for the matter of fol- 


lowing a madman, we may ſee your honour's face is 


made of a fiddle ; every one that looks on you loves 
you.“ This compliment the knight returned by 
laying, „ If my face is a fiddle, Crabſhaw, your 


tongue 15 a. fiddle-ſtick that plays upon it - yet your 


muſic 15 very difagreeable—you don't keep time.“ 


4 M Nor 
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Nor you neither meaſter, (cried Timothy), or we 
ſhouldn't be here wandering about under cloud of 
night, like ſheep-ſtealers, or evil ſpirits with troubled 
cad HEE ©; a 18 
Here the diſcourſe was interrupted by a ſudden 
difaſter, in conſequence of which the ſquire utter- 
ed an articulate foar that ſtartled the knight him- 
ſelf, who was very little ſubje& to the ſenſation of 
fear: but his ſurprize was changed into vexation 
when he perceived Gilbert without a rider paſſing by, 
and kicking his heels with great agility. He forth- 


with turned his ſteed, and, riding back a few paces, 


found Crabſhaw rifing from the ground. When he 
| aſked what was become of his horſe, he anſwered in 
a Wwhimpeting tone, Horſe ! would I could once ſee 
him fairly carrion for the hounds—for my part I be- 


lieve as how tis no horſe but a devil incarnate; and 


yet I've been worſe mounted, that I have— I'd like 
to have rid a horſe that was foaled of an acorn.” _ 
This accident happened in a hollow way, over- 
ſhadowed with trees, one of which the ſtorm had 


blown down, ſo that it lay over the road, and one of 


its boughs projecting horizontally, encountered the 


ſquire as he trotted along in the dark. Chancing to 


hitch under his long chin, he could not diſengage 
himſelf, but hung ſuſpended like a flitch of bacon ; 
while Gilbert, puſhing forward, left him dangling, 
and, by his awkward gambols, ſeemed to be pleaſed 
with the joke. This capricious animal was not. re- 
taken without the perſonal endeavours of the knight; 
for Crabſhaw abſolutely refuſing to budge a foot from 


his honour's fide, he was obliged to alight, and faſten 


Bronzomarte to a tree: then they ſet out together, 
and with ſome difficulty found Gilbert with his neck 
ſtretched over a five barred gate, ſnuffing up the 
morning air. The ſquire, however, was not remount- 
ed, without having firſt undergone a ſevere reprehen- 
fion from his maſter, who upbraided him with his 
cowardice, threatened to chaſtife him on the ſpot, 

fake. G 2 | and 
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and declared that be would divorce his daſtardly foul 
from his body, ſhould he ever be incommoded or 
affronted with another inſtance « of bis baſe-born, PRE: 
henſion. 

Though there was ſome riſque in carrying 0 on the 
altercation at this juncture, Timothy, having bound 
up- his, jaws, could not withſtand the inclination he 
had to confute his maſter, He therefore, in a mut- 


(fri accent, proteſted that if the knight would give 


leave, he ſhould prove that his honour had tied 
a A with his t tongue which he could not untie 
with all his teeth. How, caitiff (cried fir Launce- 
tot), preſume. to. contend. with, me in argument!“ 
„Four mouth is fcarce ſhut (ſaid the other), fince 
you declared that, a, man was not. to be. puniſhed for 
madneſs, becauſe 1 it Was a diſtemper: now 1 will main- 
tain that cowardice is a diſtemper as well as mad- 


| nels ; * for nobody would be afraid if he could help it.“ 


There! is more logic in that remark (reſumed the 
knight) than I expected. from your clod-pate, Crab- 


thaw : but I. muſt explain the difference between 


cowardice and madneſs. Cowardice, though ſome- 


tunes the effect of natural imbecility, is generally a 


prejudice of education, or bad habit contracted from 
miſinformation,” or miſapprehenſion, and may certainly 
be cured by experience, and the exerciſe of reaſon : 
but this remedy cannot be applied in madneſs, which 
is a privation or diſorder of reaſon itſelf.“ “ So, is 
cowardice, as I am a living foul, (exclaimed the 


*(quire). Don't you ſay a man is frightened out of 


his ſenſes ?, for my peart, meaſter, I can neither ſec 
nor hear, much leſs argufy, when, I am in ſuch a 
quandary. : wherefore, I do believe, odds bodikins! 
that cowardice and madneſs are both diſtempers, and 
differ no more than the hot and cold fits of an ague. 
When it teakes your honour, you're all heat and fire 


and fury, Lord bleſs us ! but when it catches poor 


Tim, he's cold and dead-hearted ; he ſheakes and ſhi- 
"eh; like an aſpen-leaf, that he does. 1 is that caſe 
(anſwered 
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{anſwered the knight), I ſhall not puniſh you for the 
diſtemper which you cannot help, but for engaging in 
a ſervice expoſed to perils, when you knew your own 
infirmity : in the fame manner as a man deſerves 
puniſhment, who enliſts himſelf for a ſoldier, while 
he labours under any ſecret diſeaſe.” At that rate 
(faid the ſquire) my bread is likely to be rarely but- 
tered o'both fides, I faith. But, I hope, as by the 
= bleſſing of God T have run mad, ſo I ſhall in good 
1 time grow valiant, under your honour's precept and 

. JJ. be ogra 
By this time a very diſagreeable night was ſuc- 
ceeded by a fair, bright morning, and a market-town 

appeared at the diftance of three or four miles, when 
Crabſhaw, having no longer the fear of hobgoblins 
before his eyes, and being moreover cheered by the 
ſight of a place where he hoped to meet with com- 
fortable entertainment, began to talk big, to expa- 
tiate on the folly of being afraid, and finally ſet all 
danger at defiance ; when all of a ſudden he was pre- 
ſented with an opportunity of putting in practice thoſe 
new adopted maxims. In an opening between two 
lanes, they perceived a gentleman's coach ſtopped by 
two highwaymen on horſeback, one' of whom ad- 
vanced to reconnoitre and keep the coaſt clear, while 
the other exacted contribution from the travellers in 
the coach. He who acted as centinel, no ſooner ſaw 
our adventurer appearing from the lane, than he rode 
up with a piſtol in his hand, and ordered him to halt 
on pain of immediate death, | TR 
To this peremptory mandate the knight made no 
other reply than charging him with ſuch impetuoſity 
that he was unhorſed in a twinkling, and lay ſprawl- 


F «x? of 


ing on the ground, ſeemingly fore bruiſed with his 
: fall. Sir Launcelot commanding Timothy to alight 
5 and ſecure the priſoner, couched his lance, and rode 
7 | full ſpeed at the other highwayman, who was not a 
8 little diſturbed at fight of ſuch an apparition. Ne- 
] vertheleſs, he fired his piſtol without effect; and, clap- 
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knight purſued him with all he ſpeed: that Bronzo- 
marte could exert ; but the robber being mounted 
on a ſwift hunter, kept him at a diſtance; and, af 


a chace of ſeveral miles, eſcaped through a wood 


entangled with coppice, that Sir Launcelot thought 
proper to deſiſt. He then, for the firſt time, recol- 
lected the ſituation in which he had left the other 
thief, and remembering to have heard a female ſhriek, 
as he paſſed by the coach- window, reſolved to return 
with all expedition, that he might make a proffer of 


his ſervice to the lady, according to the obligation 


of knight-errantry. But he had loſt his way; and 
after an hour's ride, during which he traverſed many 


a field, and circled divers hedges, he found himſelf in 


the market-town aforementioned. Here the firſt ob- 
je& that preſented itſelf to his eyes was Crabſhaw, on 
foot, ſurrounded by a mob, tearing his hair, ſtamping 
with his feet, and roaring out in manifeſt diſtraction, 
« Shew me the mayor (tor the love of God), ſhew me 


the mayor !—O Gilbert, Gilbert! a murrain take 


thee, Gilbert! ſure thou was foaled for my deftruc- 
tion [LO 


From theſe 5 and the antic dreſs of the 


| ſquire, the people, not without reaſon, concluded 


that the poor ſoul had loſt his wits; and the beadle 
was juſt going to ſecure him, when the knight inter- 
poſed, and at once attracted the whole attention of 
the populace. Timothy ſeeing his maſter, fell down 
on his knees, crying, © the thief has run away with 
Gilbert—you may pound me into a peaſt, as the ſay- 
ing is: but now I'ſe as mad as your worſhip, an't 
afeard of the devil and all his works.” Sir Launcelot 
defiring the beadle would forbear, was inſtantly obeyed 
by that officer, who had no inclination to put the 
authority of his place in competition with the power 
of ſuch a figure, armed at all points, mounted on a 


fiery ſteed, and ready for the combat. He ordered 


Crabſhaw to attend him to the next inn, where he 
| | alighted ; 


1 


SIR IAvxekror GREAVES, 87 


alighted; then taking him into a ſeparate apartment, 
demanded an explanation of the unconnected words 
he had uttered. © go ; | 5 K * 

The ſquire was in ſuch agitation, that, with in- 


finite difficulty, and by dint of a thouſand different 
queſtions, his maſter learned the adventure to this 
effect. Crabſhaw, according to ſir Launcelot's com- 
mand, had alighted from his horſe, and drawn his 
cutlaſs, in hope of intimidating the diſcomfited rob- 
ber into a tame ſurrender, though he did not at all 
reliſn the nature of the ſervice : but the thief was 
neither ſo much hurt, nor ſo tame as Timothy had 
imagined. He ſtarted on his feet with his piſtol ſtill 
in his hand; and preſenting it to the *ſquire, ſwore 
with dreadful imprecations, that he would blow his 
brains out in an inſtant. Crabſhaw, unwilling to 
hazard the trial of this experiment, turned his back, 
and fled with great precipitation; while the robber, 
whoſe horle had run away, mounted Gilbert, and 
rode off acroſs the country. It was at this period, 
that two footmen, belonging to the coach, who had 
ſtayed behind to take their morning's whet, at the 
inn where they lodged, came up to the aſſiſtance of 
the ladies, armed with blunderbuſſes; and the car- 
riage proceeded, leaving Timothy alone in diſtraction 
and deſpair. He knew not which way to turn, and 
was afraid of remaining on the ſpot, leſt the robbers 
ſhould come back and revenge themſelves upon him 
for the diſappointment they had undergone. In this 
diſtreſs, the firſt thought that occurred, was to make 
the beſt of his way to the town, and demand the 
aſſiſtance of the civil magiſtrate towards the retrieval 
of what he had loſt; a deſign which he executed in 
ſuch a manner, as juſtly entailed upon him the impu- 
tation of lunaĩxx. VCC 
While Timothy ſtood fronting the window, and 
anſwering the interrogations of his maſter, he ſuddenly 
claimed,“ Bodikins! there's, Gilbert!“ and ſprung 
into the ſtreet with incredible agility. There finding 
AT | G 4 | his 
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his ſtrayed companion brought back by one of the 

otmen who attended the coach, he imprinted a kiſs 
on his forehead ; and hanging about his neck, with 
the tears in his eyes, hailed his return with the fol- 
lowing ſalutation: Art thou come: back, my darl- 
ing? ah Gilbert, Gilbert,! a pize upon t thee ! thou 
hadſt like to have been'a dear Gilbert to me how 
couldſt thou break the heart of thy old friend, who 
bas known thee from à colt? ſeven years next grafs 
have I fed thee and bred thee; provided thee with 
ſweet hay, delicate eorn, and freſh litter, that thou 
mought lie warm, dry, and comfortable. Ha'n't J 
currycombed thy carcaſe till it was as fleek as a floe, 
and cheriſhed thee as the apple of mine eye ? for all 
that thou haſt played me an hundred dog s-tricks; 
biting, and kicking, and plunging, as if the devil was 
in thy body; and now thou couldit run away with a 
thief, and leave me to be flayed alive by meaſter: 
what canſt thou ſay for thyſelf, thou cruel, hard- 


hearted: unchriſtian tuoad :“ To this tender ex- 


poſtulation, which afforded much entertainment to 


the boys, Gilbert anſwered not one word: but ſeem- 


ed altogether inſenſible to the careſſes of Timothy, 
WhO forthwith led him into the ſtable. On the 
whole, | he ſeems to have been an unſocial animal; 

for it does not appear that he ever contracted any 
degree of intimacy, even with Bronzomarte, duri 

the whole courſe of their acquaintance and fellow- 
ſhip. On the contrary, he has been more than once 
known to ſignify his averſion by throwing. out be- 
hind; and other eruptive marks of contempt for that 
N vo 21 fd who 0 excelled him as much! in imo 


While the — accommodated Gilbert in the 
ſtable; the knight ſent for the footman who had 
brought bim back ; and, having preſented him with a 


Uberal ackn owledgment; defired to tryna in n What man- 
ner the horſe had — retrieved. 54 4 
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The ſtranger ſatisfied him in this particular, by 
giwing him to underſtand, that the highwayman, 
perceiving himſelf purfued acroſs the country, plied 
Gilbert ſo ſeverely with whip and ſpur, that the ani- 
mal reſented the uſage, and being beſides, perhaps, 
a little ſtruck with remorſe for having left his old 
friend Crabſhaw, ſuddenly halted, and ſtood ſtock 
" AQ&ill, notwithſtanding all the ſtripes and tortures he 
4 underwent; or if he moved at all, it was in a re- 
trograde direction. The thief, ſeeing all his endea- 
yours ineffectual, and himſelf in danger of being over- 
taken, wiſely quitted his acquiſition, and fled into the 
boſom of a neighbouring wood. | 
Then the knight enquired about the ſituation of 
the lady in the coach, and offered himſelf as her guard 
and conductor; but was told that ſhe was already 


EZ AAfafely lodged in the houſe of à gentleman at ſome 
ðidiſtance from the road. He likewiſe learned that ſhe 
RX was a perſon diſordered in her ſenſes, under the care 
1 and tuition of a widow lady her relation, and that in 


a day or two they ſhould purſue their journey north- 
ward to the place of her habi tation. 

8 After the footman had been ſome time diſmiſſed, 

T the knight recollected that he had forgot to aſk the 

name of the perſon to whom he belonged ; and be- 

== gan to be uneaſy at this omiſſion, which indeed was 

| more intereſting than he could imagine: for an ex- ; 

75 planation of this nature would, in all likelihood, have 

led to a diſcovery, that the lady in the coach was no 

5 other than Miſs Aurelia Darnel, who ſeeing him un- 
pectedly in ſuch an equipage and attitude, as he paſſ- 
ed the coach (for his helmet was off) had ſcreamed 
with ſurprize and terror, and fainted away. Never- 
theleſs, when ſhe recovered from her ſwoon, ſhe con- 
cealed the real cauſe of her agitation, and none of her 


attendants were acquainted with the perſon of ſir | 
Lancelot. ortern E iE 
= The circumſtances of the diſorder, under which the 0 
Yo was ſaid to labour, ſhall be revealed in due _ 
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In the mean time our adventurer, though unaccount- 
ably affected, never dreamed of ſuch an occurrence; 
but being very much fatigued, reſolved to indemnify 
himſelf for the: loſs of laſt night's repoſe ; and this 


happened to be one of the few things in which Crab- 
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ſhaw felt an ambition to follow his maſter's example. 
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if app knight had not enjoyed his repoſe above 
1 two hours, when he was diſturbed by ſuch a 
variety of noiſes, as might have diſcompoſed a brain 
of the firmeſt texture. The rumbling of carriages, 
and the rattling of horſes feet on the pavement, was 
intermingled with loud ſhouts, and the noiſe of fiddle, 
French-horn, and bagpipe. A loud peal was heard 
ringing in the church-tower, at ſome diſtance, while 
the inn reſounded with clamour, confuſion, and up- 
Sir Launcelot being thus alarmed, ſtarted from his 
bed, and running to the window, beheld a cavalcade 
of perſons well mounted, and diſtinguiſhed by blue 
cockades. They were generally attired like jockies, 
with. gold-laced hats and buckſkin breeches, and one 
of them bore a ſtandard of blue filk, inſcribed in 
white letters, LIBERTY AND THE LANDED INTE- 
REST. He who rode at their head was a jolly figure, 
of a florid complexion and round belly, ſeemingly 
turned of fifty, and, in all appearance, of a chole- 
rie diſpoſition. As they approached the market - place 
they waved their hats, huzza' d, and cried aloud, No 
'FOREIGN CONNECTIONS ?—OLD ENGLAND FOR 
EVER !-—This acclamation, however, was not ſo loud 
or univerſal, but that our adventurer could diftinct- 
ly hear à counter-cry from the.- populace,” of No 
* SLAVERY, 
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SLAVERY, No PoPisH PRETENDER. An infinu- 
ation ſo ill reliſhed by the cavaliers, that they began 
to ply their horſewhips among the multitude, and 
were, in their turn, ſaluted with a diſcharge or my 
of ſtones, dirt, and dead cats; in conſequence of whic! 
ſome teeth were demoliſhed, and many firtouts 
defiled, 

Our adventurer's attention was ſoon called off from 
this ſcene, to contemplate another proceſſion of people 
on foot, adorned with bunches of orange ribbons, 
attended by a regular band of muſic, playing God 
ſave great George our king, and headed by a thin 
ſwarthy perſonage, of a fallow aſpe and large gog- 
gling eyes, arched over with two thick ſemicircles of 
hair, or rather briſtles, jet black, and frowzy. His 
apparel was very gorgeous, though his addreſs was very 
awkward; he was accompanied by the mayor, re- 
corder, and heads of the corporation, in their forma- 
lities. His enſigns were known by the inſcription, 
Liberty of Conſcience, and the Protęſtaut Succeſſion; and 
the people ſaluted him as he paſſed with repeated 

cheers, that ſeemed to prognoſticate ſucceſs. He had 
particularly ingratiated himſelf with the good women, 
who lined the ſtreet, and ſent forth many ejaculatory 

petitions in his fayour. 3 

Sir Launcelot immediately comprehended the mean- 
ing of this ſolemnity: he perceived it was the prelude 

to the election of a member to repreſent the county 
in parliament, and he was ſeized with an eager 

deſire to know the names and characters of the com- 

petitors. 3 7 

In order to gratify this deſire, he made repeated 

application to the bell- rope that depended from the 

cieling of this apartment: but this produced nothing, 
except the repetition of the words, Coming, Sir, 
which echoed from three or four different corners of 
the houſe. The waiters were ſo diſtracted by a variety 
of calls, that they ſtood montionleſs, in the ſtate of 
the ſchoolman's aſs between two bundles of hay, in- 

e capable 
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capable of determining where they ſhould firſt offer 
their attendance, 

Our knight's patience was almoft exhauſted, when 
Crabſhaw entered the room, in a very ſtrange equi- 
page; one half of his face appeared cloſe ſhaved, and 
the other covered with lather, while the blood 
trickled in two rivulets from his noſe, upon a barber's 
cloth that was tucked under his chin; he looked grim RY 
with indignation, and under his left arm carried his 

. cutlals, unſheathed. Where he had acquired ſo much = 2 
'of the Profeſſion, of knight-errantry we ſhall not pre- 
tend to determine; but, certain it is, he fell on his 

Enees before fir Eauncel6t, crying, with an accent of FR 
get and diſtraction, In the name of St. George 
r England, I beg a boon, fir knight, and thy com- 
Pliance I demand, before the peacock and the la- 
. Ian 

Sir Launcelot, aſtoniſhed at this addreſs, e in 
à lofty ſtrain, Valiant *ſquire, thy boon is granted, 
provided it doth not contravene the laws of the land, 
and the conſtitutions of chivalry.” “Then I crave 
leave (anſwered Crabſhaw) to challenge and defy to 
mortal combat, that caitiff barber who hath left me in 

WT | this piteous condition: and I vow. by the peacock, 
j that I will not ſhave my beard, until I have fhaved 
Eis head from his ſhoulders: fo may I thrive i in the 
|| occupation of an arrant *ſquire. 
7 Before his maſter had time to enquire into parti- 
| culars, they were joined: by a decent man in boots, 
| who was likewiſe a traveller, and had ſeen the riſe and 
- Progreſs of Timothy's diſaſter. He gave the knight 
i to underftand, that Crabſhaw had ſent for a barber, 
and already undergone one half of the operation, when 
f the operator received the long expected meffage from 
. both the gentlemen, who ſtood candidates at the 
| celection. The double fummons was no ſooner inti- 
| | | .- mated to him, than he threw down his baſon and 
„ retired with precipitation, leaving the ſquire 1 in the 
1 luz. Timothy, incenſed at this deſertion, followed 
1 him 
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him Vith equal celerity into the ſtreet, where. he-col-. 
lared. the; ſhaver, , and inſiſted upon being entirely 
trimmed, on pain of the baſtinado. The other 
finding himſelf thus arreſted, and having no time to 
ſpare for altercation, lifted up his fiſt, and diſcharged: 
it upon the ſnout of Crabſhaw with, ſuch force, that 
the unfortunate aggreſſor was fain to bite the ground. 
while the victor haſtened away, in hope of touching 
the double wages of corruption. 
The knight being informed of theſe en e 
told Timothy with a ſmile, that he ſhould have liberty 
2 to defy the barber; but in the mean time, he ordered 
him to ſaddle Bronzomarte, and prepare for imme 
diate ſervice. While the quire was thus employed, 
his maſter engaged in converſation with the ſtranger, 
who happened to be a London dealer travelling for 
orders, and was well acquainted with the Particular 
which our adventurer wanted to know. 
It was from this communicative 8 op 
learned, that the - competitors. were {ir Valentine 
| Quickſet and Mr. Iſaac Vanderpelft; the firſt a mere 
fox-hunter, who depended for ſucceſs in this election 
upon his intereſt among the high- flying gentry; the 
other a ſtock-jobber and contractor, of foreign extract, 
not without a mixture of Hebrew blood, immenſely 
rich, who was countenanced by his grace of and 
ſuppoſed to have diſtributed large ſums in ſecuring a 
majority of votes among the yeomanry of the county, 
poſſeſſed of ſmall freeholds, and copyholders, a great 
number of which laſt reſided in this borough. He 
ſaid theſe were generally diſſenters and weavers; and 
that the mayor, who was himſelf a manufacturer, had 
received a very conſiderable order for exportation, in 
conſequence of which it was believed he would ſup- 
port Mr. Vanderpelft with all his influence and 
credit, 
Sir Launcelot, rouſed at this intelligence, called for 
his armour, which being buckled on in a hurry, he 
| mounted his ſteed, attended by Crabſhaw on Gilbert, 
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and rode immediately into the midft of the multitude 


by which the huſtings were ſurrounded, juſt as Sir 


Valentine Quickſet began to harangue the people 
from an occaſional” theatre, formed of a 0 ſup- 
ported by the upper board of the public ſtocks, and 
an inferior rib of a wooden cage pitched alſo for the 
accommodation of petty delinquents. 


Though the fingular 1 3 4 of fir Launcelot at 


firſt attracted the eyes of all the ſpectators, yet they 
did not fail to yield attention to the ſpeech of his 


brother knight, Sir Valentine, which ran in the fol- 


lowing ſtrain: Gentlemen vreehoulders of this here 
county, I ſhan't pretend to meake a vine vlouriſhing 
ſpeech, —Pm a plain ſpoken man, as you all know. 
I hope I ſhall always ſpeak my maind without vear or 
vavour, as the zaying is. *Tis the way of the Quick- 
ſets We are no upſtarts, nor vorreigners, nor have we 
any Jewiſh blood in our veins; we have lived in this 


here neighbourhood time out of mind, as you all 
know; and poſſeſs an eſtate of vive, thouſand clear, 
which we ſpend at whoam, among you, in old Engliſh 


hoſpitality—All my vorevathers have been parliament- 
men, and I can prove that ne'er a one o'um gave a 
Zingle vote for the court fince the revolution. Vor 


my own peart, I value not the miniſtry three ſkips of 


a louſe, as the zaying is,—I ne'er knew but one 


_ miniſter that was an honeſt man; and vor all the reſt 


I care not if they were hanged as high as Haman, 


with a pox to'un—I am, thank God, a vree-born, 


true-hearted Engliſhman, and a loyal, thof unworthy, 
ſon of the church vor all they have done vor Hr, 
I'd vain know what they have done vor the church, 


with a vengeance—-vor my own peart, I hate all vor- 
reigners, and vorreign meafures, whereby this poor 
nation is broken-backed with a diſmal load of debt, 


and taxes riſe ſo high that the poor cannot get bread. 


Gentlemen vreehoulders of this county, I value no 


miniſter a vig's end, d'ye ſee; if you will vavour me 
with your votes and intereſt, whereby J may be re- 
23 | turned, 
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armed,” I'll engage one half of my eſtate that F never 
w_— to E in the pound, but will crofs 
the miniſtry in every thing, as in duty bound, and. as 
becomes an honeſt vreeholder in the ould intereft— 
but, if you ſell your votes and your country for hire, 
you will be deteſted in this here world, and damned in 
the next to all eternity; ſo I leave every man to his 
Ua . , one ea 

This eloquent oration was received by his own 
friends with loud peals of applauſe; which, however, 
did not diſcourage his competitor, who, confident of 
his own ſtrength, aſcended the roſtrum, or, in other 
words, an 010 caſk, ſet upright for the purpoſe. 
Having bowed all round to the audience, with a fmile 
of gentle condeſcenſion, he told them how ambitious 
he was of the honour to reprefent this county in par- 
liament; and how happy he found himſelf in the en- 
couragement of his friends, who had fo unanimouſly 
agreed to ſupport his pretenſions. He faid, over and 
above tlie qualification he poſſeſſed among them, he 
had fourſcore thouſand pounds in his pocket, which 
he had acquired by commerce, the ſupport of thge 
nation, under the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, in 
defence of which he was ready to ſpend the laſt far- 
thing. He owned himſelf a faithful ſubject to his 
majeſty king George, ſincerely attached to the pro- 
teſtant fucceſſion, in deteſtation and defiance of a 
popiſh, an abjured, and outlawed pretender; and 
declared that he would exhauſt his ſubſtance and his 
blood, if neceſſary, in maintaining the principles of the 
glorious” revolution. © This (cried he) is the ſolid 
baſis and foundation upon which I ftand.” “ 

Theſe laſt words had ſcarce proceeded from his 
mouth, when the head of the barrel or puncheon on 
which he ſtood, being frail and infirm, gave way; ſo 
that down he went with a craſh, and in a twinkling 
diſappeared from the eyes of the aſtoniſhed beholders. 
The fox-hunters perceiving his diſaſter, exclaimed, in 
the phraſe and accent of the cliace, Stole away 

ſtole _ 


OI; 
„ 


9% nk Abyvxkrungs, or 
ſtole away! p and, with hideous 8 30 
che the ſylvan chorus which the hunters hollow 75 


hounds are at fault. 
diſaſter of Mr. Vagderpeltt was ſoon ER! 


— — 1 


Wk the aſſiduity of his friends, who diſengaged him 
om the barrel in a trice, hoiſted him on the ſhoulders 
of four ſtrong weavers, and reſenting the unmannerly 
exultation Fibel "ras began to A, en 
ſelves in order of battle. 
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wavi Te! hand as a fi ignal | for them to ive Atention. 
75 himſelf to them with e demea nor, in 
theſe Words: Eee friends, and fe - 
citizens, you, are; this day aflembled to determine hy 
point of the utmoſt, conſequence to yourſelves and 
Hal . poſterity; a point that ought to Pe determined. 


far other weapons than brutal force and fadtious. 


amour...” You, the freemen of England, are the baſis, 
of: that excellent conſtitution, Which hath long flou- 


riſhed” the object of envy and admiration. To you. 


belon ngs the ineſtimable privilege of; chooſing a dele- 
Ju Properly. qualified to repreſent you in the high 
court of parliament. This 1s your birth- right, inhe- 
rited from your anceſtors, obtained by their courage, 


nd. ſealed with their blood. It is, not only your. 
daa d which you ſhould maintain; in defiance of | 


all danger, but alſo a ſacred truſt, to be executed with 


the moſt ſcrupulous. care and fidelity. The en 


whom you truſt ought not, only to be endu 


the moſt inflexible integrity, ; but, ſhould ee 
poſſels a fund of knowledge that may enable him to 


act as A of the legiſlature. He muſt be well ac- 
quaint with the hiſtory, the conſtitution, and the 
laws of his country; he muft underſtand the forms of 
buſineſs, the extent of the royal prerogative, the pri- 
A of Parliament, the detail of government, the 
0 nature 
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no friends to engage his affection, no religion to te- 
aan. 8 
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nature and regulation of the finances, the different 
branches of commerce, the politics that prevail, and 
the connexions that ſubſiſt among the different powers 
of Europe; for on all theſe ſubjects the deliberations 


of a houſe of commons occaſionally turn: but theſe 


great purpoſes will never be anſwered by electing an 
illiterate ſavage, ſcarce qualified, in point of under- 
ſtanding, to act as a country juſtice of peace, a man 
who has ſcarce ever travelled beyond the excurſion of 
a fox-chace, whoſe converſation never rambles farther 


4 than his ſtable, his kennel, and his barn- yard; who 
XR rejects decorum as degeneracy; miſtakes ruſticity for 
independence; aſcertains his courage by leaping over 


gates and ditches, and founds his triumph on feats of 
drinking; who holds his eſtate by a factious tenure; 
profeſſes himſelf the blind ſlave of a party, without 
knowing the principles that gave it birth, or the 
motives by which it is actuated, and thinks that all pa- 
triotiſm conſiſts in railing indiſcruminately at miniſters, 
and obſtinately oppoſing every meaſure of the admi- 
niſtration, Such a man, with no evil intentions of 
his own, might be uſed as a dangerous tool in the 
hands of a deſperate faction, by ſcattering the ſeeds of 
diſaffection, embarraſſing the wheels of government, 
and reducing the whole kingdom to anarchy.” | 
_ Here the knight was interrupted by the ſhouts and 
acclamations of the Vanderpelfites, who cried aloud, 
Hear him! hear him! long life to the iron-caſed 
orator.” This clamour ſubſiding, he proſecuted his 
harangue to the following effe&:; oo 
« Such a man as I have deſcribed may be dan- 
gerous from ignorance; but is neither ſo miſchievous 
nor ſo deteſtable as the wretch who knowingly betrays 
his truſt, and ſues to be the hireling and proſtitute of 
a weak and worthleſs miniſter; a ſordid knave, 
without honour or principle; who belongs to no 
family, whoſe example can reproach him with dege- 
neracy z, who has no country to command his. reſpect, 


gulate 
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gulate kis morals, no conſcience to reſtrain his in iniquity, 
and who worſhips no God but mammon. An in- 
finuating' miſcreant, who undertakes for the dirtieft 
work of the vileſt adminiſtration q who practiſes na. 
tional uſury, receiving by wholeſale the rewards of 
venality, and ar ne: the Rugs of corruption by " 
retail, F 30 110 = 
In this place our adventurer S ſeach was drowned 5 
In the acclamations of the fox-hunters, who _— 
triumphed in their turn, and hoickſed the ff 
exclaiming, Well opened Jowler—to un, to ui 
again, Sweetlips! hey, Merry, White-foot!“ After 
a ſhort interruption, he thus reſumed his diſcourſe: 
When fuch a caitiff preſents himſelf to you, like 
the devil, with a temptation in his hand, avoid him 
as if he were in fact the devil—it is not the offering 
of diſintereſted love; for what ſhould induce him, 
who! has no affect ions, to love you, to whoſe perſons 
he is an utter firanger? alas! it is not a benevolence, 
but a bribe. He wants to buy you at one market, 
that he may ſell you at another. Without doubt his 
intention is to make an advantage of his purchaſe; 
and this aim he cannot accompliſh, but by ſacrificing, 


in ſome ſort, your intereſt, your independency, to the 
wicked deſigns of a miniſter, as he can expect no gra- 


tification for the faithful diſcharge of his duty. But, 
even if he ſhould not find an opportunity of ſelling 
you to advantage, the crime, the ſhame, the infamy, 
will till be the ſame in you, who, baſer than the moſt 
abandoned 8 have fold yourſelves and your i 
poſterity for hire—for a paultry price, to be refunded 
with intereſt by ſome miniſter, who will indemnify 
himfelf out of your own 3 for, after all, you 
ares) bought, and fold with your own money=—the 
miſerable! pittance you may now receive, is no more 

than a pitcher full of water thrown in to moiſten the 
ſucker of that pump which will drain you to the 
bottom. Let me therefore adviſe and exhort you, 
1 eountrymen, to IG oppoſite extremes of the 
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ignorant clown and the deſigning courtier, and chooſe 
a man of honeſty, intelligence, and moderation, who 


will 


The doctrine of moderation was a very unpopular 


ſubject in ſuch an aſſembly; and accordingly they 
ſtranger wanted to ſet up for himſelf, a ſuppoſition 
they were both zealouſly engaged in their reſpective 


FF intruder, who being neither, was treated like a monſter, 
or chimera in politics. They hifled, they hooted, 


IX and they hollowed; they annoyed him with miſfiles 


ened, and reviled, till at length his patience was ex- 


1 I ſpoke to you as men and chriſtians, as free - born 
«8 X Britons and fellow-citizens;. but I perceive you are æ 
pack of venal, infamous ſcoundrels, and I will treat 


you accordingly.” So ſaying, he brandiſhed his lance, 


about him with ſuch dexterity and effect, that the 
multitude was immediately diſperſed, and he retired 


- 9 | without further moleſtation. 
ml „ be ſame good fortune did not attend ſquire 
Ng Crabſhaw in his retreat. The ludicrous ſingularity of 


his features, and the half-mown crop of hair that 
briſtled from one ſide of his countenance, invited ſome 
wags to make merry at his expence; one of them 


feeling himſelf thus ſtimulated @ paſteriori, kicked. and 
could hardly keep the ſaddle. In this commotion he 


him in fuch a manner, that, before he could join his 


wi : — he looked like'a pillar, or rather a-pillory, of 
| br D102 OQUN a8 2 ac91G as held dbrotro ft, * 
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| rejected it as one man. They began to think the 
RE. that could not fail to incenſe both ſides equally, as 
IF cauſes. The Whigs and the Tories joined againſt this 


+ Ungrateful and abandoned miſcreants!;(he cried) 


and riding into the thickeſt of the concourſe, laid 


oY clpped a furze buſh under the tail of Gilbert, who, 
plunged and capered in ſuch a manner, that Timothy 
| loſt. his cap and his periwig, while the rabble pelted 
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| hid haus thet the 40þe plays . 22 
| 1 5855 : meet with rubbers... 6 | 


8* IR - Abende boiling: with W at the 
| venality and faction of the electors, whom he 
| had harangued to ſo little purpoſe, retired with the 
| moſt deliberate diſdain towards one of the gates 
of the town, on the outſide of which his curioſity 
. woas attracted ” a concourſe of people, in the 
0 | midſt of whom ſtood Mr. Ferret, mounted upon a 
Fi ſtool, with a kind of ſatchel hanging round his neck, 
and a vial diſplayed in his right hand, while he held 
forth to the audience in a very vehement ſtrain of 
elocution. 5 
* Crabſhaw thought himſelf happily W when 
he reached the ſuburbs, and proceeded without halt- 
ing; but his maſter mingled with the crowd, and 
heard the orator expreſs himſelf to this effect: 
Very likely you may undervalue me and my 
medicine, becauſe I don't appear upon a ſtage of 
rotten boards, in a ſhabby velvet coat and tye-periwig, 
with a fooliſh fellow in a motley. coat, to make you | 
laugh by making wry faces; but I GE to ule theſe | 
dirty arts for engaging your attention. Theſe paultry 
tricks, ad captandum vulgus, can have no effect but 
on ideots: and if you are ideots, I don't deſire you | 
ſhould be my cuſtomers. Take notice, I don't ad- | 
dreſs you in the ſtyle of a mountebank, or a high Wi 
German doctor; and yet the kingdom is full of | 
mountebanks, empirics, and quacks. We bare 
quacks in religion, quacks in phyſic, quacks in lau, 
quacks in politics, quacks in patriotiſm, quacks in 
overnment; high German quacks that have bliſtered, 
ſweated, bled, and purged the nation into an atrophy. 
But this is not all; they have not only evacuated her i 
into 
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into à conſumption, but they have intoxicated her 
pbprain; until ſhe is become del irious; ſne can no 
bonger purſue her own intereſt, or indeed rightly 

= diſtinguiſh it : like the people of Nineveh, ſhe can 
hardly tell her right hand from her left; but, as a 
changeling, is dazzled and delighted by an ignis fatuus, 


2 Will o'the Wiſp, an exhalation from the vileſt ma- 
& tterials in nature, that leads her aſtray through Weſt- 

© phalian bogs and- deſerts, and will one day break her 

MF neck over ſome barren rocks, or leave her ſticking in 
es 


ſome H—— pit or quagmire. For my part, if you 
have a+ mind to: betray your country, I have no ob- 
| jeftion. | In ſelling yourſelves and your fellow- citizens, 
vou only diſpoſe of a pack of raſcals who deſerve to 
be fold—If you ſell one another, why ſhould not I 
{ell | this here Elixir of Long Life, which, if properly 
uſed, will protract your days till you ſhall have ſeen 
your country ruined? I ſhall not pretend to diſturb 
your underſtandings, which are none of the ſtrongeſt, 
—X with a hotch-potch of unintelligible terms, ſuch as 
XX Ariſtotle's four principles of generation, unformed 
matter, privation, efficient and final cauſes. Ariſtotle 


my was a pedantic blockhead, and {till more knave-than 
Ie 0 


ot fool. The ſame cenſure we may ſafely put on that 
Wig wiſe-acre Dioſcorides, with his faculties of ſimples, his 
ſeminal, ſpecific, and principal virtues; and that crazy 
commentator Galen, with his four elements, elemen- 
tary qualities, his eight complexions, his harmonies, 
and diſcords. Nor ſhall I expatiate on the alkaheſt 
of that mad ſcoundrel Paracelſus, with which he pre- 
tended: to reduce flints into ſalt; nor the areſaus or 
ſpiritus rector of that viſionary Van Helmont, his 
ſunple, elementary water, his gas, ferments, and tranſ- 


have mutations; nor ſhall I enlarge upon the ſalt, ſulphur, 
in lau, and oil, the acidum vagum, the mercury of metals, and 
acks n the volatilized vitriol of other modern chymiſts, a 
iſtered, pack of ignorant, conceited, knaviſſi raſcals, that 


puzzle your weak heads with ſuch jargon, juſt as a F 
Germanized m—r throws duſt in your eyes, by-lug- 
oH „ =P A Sing 


fancy with twirling his fingers, 


cCutes that were never: 
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ging in and ringing the changes on the balance of 
power, the proteſtant religion, and your Allies on the 
contiirentʒ acting Hike the juggler, who picks your 
pockets While he dazzles your eyes and amuſes your 
and reciting the gib. 

beriſh of hocus pbars; for, in fact, the balance of power 


is a mere chimera; as for the proteſtant religion, 


nobody! gives himſelf any trouble about it; and allies 
on the Tontinent ve have none, or at leaſt none that 


unleſs re paid an extravagant price for their affiſtance. 


But; to return to this here Elixir of aeg high Be Life; [ C 


aught. embWifh it with a great many 
epithets; but I diſdain to follow, the . beter 
illiterate vägabond, that from idleneſs turns 


and advertiſes his noſtrum in the public papers. Lam 4 
neither a /felonious/dry-ſalter returned from ex ile an Þ 


Hoſpital ſtump- turner, a decayed ſtay⸗ maker, A bank. 


iament. I did not pretend to adminiſter medi- 


regularly to his profeſſion of 


iritual body; froth whenee all other beings 


| Sand raiſe an hundred men to fave us fromperdition, 4 


printer, or inſohent debtor, feleaſed by act | 


Zuithout the leaſt tincture of letters, or fubom , 
 wnetches to-peyure themſelves in falſe affidavits of 


performed; nor employ a ſet 
2 — ovatrk to harangue in my praiſe at all public . 


| — and have — all the proceſſes of alehony, F 
and I may venture to ſay, that this here Elixir is, in 
: fatty che chruſeon pehurumenon ek pros, the viſible, Bf 


| — exiſtence; a -proveeding; from their futher 
the fun, and their: mother the moon; from the ſun, | 
as (ens ſpiritual gold; which is mere fire; 
the-commiod and untverſal firſt created | 


ande, — ryan hende all moveable things have heit 


Hiſtink and 


n isi ad mut be the n 


cdeelt tees und * is- counſehled in the 


"B48 4 Revelations 3 


Particular motions; and \alfo' from the E 
#190H"e8 from the wife of the fur, andÞthe"eonimen 3 


| pa te fre all 'ſubtunary things : and For us fuchs 1 
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Revelations to buy gold that is thoroughly fired, or 
rather pure fire, that he may become rich and like the | 
ſun; a8, on the contrary, he becomes poor when he 
abuſes the arſenical poiſon; fo that his filver, by the 
fire, mult be calcined to a caput mortunm, which hap- 
pens when he will hold and retain the menſtruum, 
out of which he partly exiſts, for his own property, 
and doth not daily offer up the ſame in the fire of the 
ſun; that the woman may be cloathed witli the ſun, 
and become à ſun, and thereby rule over the moon; 
that is to ſay, that he may get the moon under his 
feet. Now this here Elixir, ſold for no more than 
fix pence a vial, contains the eſſence of the alkaheſt, 
the archæus, the catholicon, the menſtruum, the fan, 
moon, and, to ſum up all in one word, is the true, 
genuine, unadulterated, unchangeable, immaculate, 
and ſpecific: chrnſeon pepuromenon ek puros. 
The audience were variouſly affected by this learned 
orationz ſome of thoſe who favoured the pretenſions 
of the whig candidate, were of opinion that he ought 
do be puniſhed for his preſumption in reflecting ſo 
= Adſcurrilouſly on miniſters and meaſures. Of this ſen- 
= timent was our adventurer, though he could not help 
Wit admiring the courage of the orator, and owning within 
3M himſelf,” that he had mixed ſome melancholy truths 
Mr. Ferret would not have ftood ſo long in his 
5 roſtrum unmoleſted, had not he cunningly choſen his 
ein tation immediately without the juriſdiction of the 
B town, whoſe magiſtrates therefore could not take cog- 
nizance of his conduct; but application was made to 
the conſtable of the other pariſh, while our noſtrum- 
monger proceeded in his ſpeech, the concluſion of 
which produced ſuch an effect upon his hearers; that 
q his whole cargo was immediately exhauſted. He had 
non BR Jult ſtepped down from his ftool, when the conſtable 
uch eh RR with his ſtaff arrived, and took him under his guidance, 
= Mr. Ferret on this. occafion attempted to intereft the 
People in his behalf, by exhorting them to vindicate 
lations on en H 4 the 
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the liberty of the ſubject againſt ſuch an act of op< 
preſſion; but finding them deaf to the tropes and 
figures of his elocution, he addreſſed himſelf to our 
knight, reminding him of his duty to protect the 
helpleſs and the \uyured, and 7 dali his 
interpoſtion. in! 

Sir Launcelot, without: mo the leaſt ecply: to 
his: entreaties,: reſolved to ſee the end of this adven- 
ture; and, being joined by his ſquire, followed the 
priſoner at a diſtance, meaſuring back the ground 
he had travelled the day before, until he reached: 
another ſmall borough, where F erret e houſed'1 in 
the common priſon 

While he ſat a a eie FIT wa on whe mand 


| hap: he ſhould take, he was accoſted by the voice of 


Tom Clarke, Who called, in a whimpering tone, 
through a window grated with iron, · For the lovè of 
God! Sir Launcelot, do, dear Sir, be ſo good as to 
take the trouble to alight and come up ftairs—I have 
ſomething to communicate of - conſequence to the 
community in ee and you in particular Pray, 
do, dear, fir knight. I beg a boon in the name oh St. 
Michael and ng Ei for England. 11) 
Our adventurer, not a little ſurpriſed at this 3 
ef without heſitation, and being admitted 
to the common jail, there found not only his old friend 
Tom, but alſo the unele, fitting on a bench with a 
woollen night · cap on his head, and a pair of ſpectacles 
on his noſe, reading very earneſtly in a book, which 
he afterwards underſtood was intituled, The Life 
and Adventures of Valentine an Orſon.” The cap- 
tain no ſooner ſaw his great patron enter, than he 
roſe and received him with the ſalutation of, ¶ What 
cheer, brother? and before the knight could: anſwer, 
added theſe words: You- ſee how the land lies 
here have Tom and I been faſt aſhore theſe four and 
twenty hours; and this berth we have got by attempt 
ing to tow your galley, brother, from the enemy's 
u Bobs f. . we had this here fellow 
whoreſon 
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whoreſon for a conſort, with all our tackle in order, 
brother, we'd ſoon ſhew em the topſail, ſlip our cable, 
and down with their barricadoes, But, howſomever, 
it don't ſignify; talking—patience is a good ſtreams 
anchor, and will hold, as the ſaying 15—but;'damn 
—as for the matter of my boltſprit —Hearkye, 
— — brother, damn d hard to engage with three 
at a time, one upon my bow, one upon my quarter, 
and one right a head, rubbing and drubbing, lying 
athwart hawſe, raking fore and aft, battering and 
grappling, and laſhing and claſhing adds heart, 
brother; craſu went the — came the 
round top up with the dead lights ſaw, nothing 
but the ſtars at noon, loſt the helm of my ſeven ſenſes; 
and down 1 broached upon my broadſide. 
As Mr. Clarke rightly conceived that his — 
_ > need an interpreter, he began to explain theſe 
hints by giving a circumſtantial detail of tas wm . 
the captain's diſaſter.. 
He told fir Launcelot, that notwithſiaeding all his 
perſuaſion and remonſtrances, captain Crowe inſiſted | 
upon / appearing in the character of a knight-errantz 
and with that view, had ſet out from the public-houſe | 
on the morning that ſucceeded his vigil in the church: 
that upon the highway they had met with a coach; 
containing two ladies, one of whom ſeemed to be 
under great agitation; for, as they paſſed, ſhe ſtrug- 
gled with the other, thruſt out her head at the window, 
and ſaid ſomething which he could not diſtinctiy 
hear; that captain Crowe was ſtruck with admiration 
of her unequalled beauty; and he, (Tom) no ſooner 
informed him who ſhe was, than he reſolved to ſet her 
at liberty, on the ſuppoſition that ſhe was under 
reſtraint and in diſtreſs: that he accordingly un- 
ſheathed his cutlaſs, and riding after the coach, com- 
manded the driver to bring to, on pain of death: that 
one of the ſervants believing the captain to be an 
bhighwayman, preſented a. blunderbuſs, ancl in all pro- 
11 pability would have ſhot him on the ſpot, had not he 
n | 1 (the 
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who, to: — fure, may be appreh 
warrant, and locked up and chained, if necefſary, or 


not did any eireum 


had his ſtrength been e 
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(the alan rode up and aſſured them the: pens 


tleman was in compose that, notwithſtanding, his/in. 


timation, all the three attacketil him with the butt 
ends of their horſe-whips, while the coach drove on, 
and although be laid about him with great fury, at 

laſt brought him to the r by —— ake 
temple: that Mr. Clarke himſelf then interpoſed in 


defence of his kinſman, and was alſo ſeverely beater: 


that two of the ſervants,” upon application to ajaſtice 


of the peace, reſiding near the field. of Dare hat 


granted-a warrant againſt the captain and his nephew, 
and, -without een committed. them as idle 
vagrants, after having ſeiged their horſes and their 


money, on pretence of their being ſuſpected for 22 
waymen. But, as there — juſt cauſe of ſuſ- 


| Ficiun (added he), I am of opinion, the juſtide is 


fia creſpais, and may be ſued for tmpr is 
, 4ad::confiderable: damages N for 


9 you will pleaſe to obſerve, Sir, no juſtice has 4 rie ht 
to commit any perſdn:t ill after due examination; 


des, we were not committed for an aſſault and battery; 
anditd querela; nor as wandering lunatics by the ſtatute, 
ended byia juſtice's 


to be ſent to their laſt legal ſettlement; but die were 
committed as vagrants and ſuſpected highwaymen. 
Now werde not fall under the deſcription of vagrants; 
| eat to ſupport the ſul- 
picion df robbery'; for, to-conſtitute robbery, there 


muſt b ſomething taten; but here] nothing was 
taken but blos, and they were upon compulfion: 
even an attempt to rob, witheut any taking, is not 


felony, but u miſdemea nor To be ſure there is a 
taking in deed, and u taking in law: but Rill the 
robber muſt be in poſſbſfion of. a thing ſtolen; and 
wo attempted t ſteal Ourſelves wway— My uncle 
indeed world bave relcaſed the young lady vi ermis, 
to his inclination; and in 
fs wan I. would have . 
ul} ot 
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enjoined ſecrecy. 
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both from a deſire to ſerve ſuch a; beautiful rf 


dreature, and alſo in regard to: your: boriour, for 
t I heard her call upon your name. 


+ how l what! whoſe name? A e 5 


_— 
heaven and earth (cried the knight, with marks of 
tho moſt violent emotion.) Clarke, terrifiedi at his 
boks, replied; < 1 beg your pardon a'thoufand times; 
I. did not ſay Pe w ſhe did ſpeak thoſo words; 
but I apprehended ſhe did ſpeak them Words, 
which may be taken or interpreted by law inn gene» 


ral or common ſonſe, ought not to receive a ſtrainech 


or unuſuab conſtruction; and ambiguous words 


« Speak, or be dumb for ever! (exclaimed fir Laun- 
celot in a terrific tone, laying his hand on his word) 


what young lady, ha! What name did ſhe call 


upon? Clarke, falling on his knees, anſwered, not 
without ſtammering, Miſs Aurelia Darnel ; to the 


beſt of my recollection, ſhe called upon ſir Lanncelot 


Greaves.” Sacred powers ! (cried our ne, i: 


which way did the carriage proceed? 


When Tom told him that the coach e the 


g poſt-road, and ftruck away to the right at full ſpeed, 
Fr Launcelot was ſeized with a penſive fit; his: head 


ſunk upon his breaſt, and he muſed in ſilence for 
ſeveral mimtes, with the moſt melancholy. expreſ- 
fon on his countenance; then recollecting himſelf, 
he aſſumed a more compoſed and cheerful air, and 
aſked ſeveral queſtions. with reſpect to the arms on 
the coach, and the liveries worn by the ſervants. It 
was in the courſe of this interrogation, that he dif 
covered he had actually converſed with one of the 
footmen, ho had brought back Crabſhaw's horſe : 
a circumſtance that filled him with anxiety and cha- 
grin, as he had omitted to inquire the name of his 
maſter, and the place to which the coach was tra- 
velling; though, in all probability, had he made theſe 


Inquiries, he would have received very little ſatiſ- 


faction, there being reaſon to think the ſervants were 


The 
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The knight, in order to meditate on this unexs 
potted adventure, ſat down” by his old friend, and 
entered into a reverie, which laſted about a quarter 
of an hour, and might have continued longer, had it 
not been interrupted by the voice of Crabſhaw, who 
bawled aloud, 0 Look to it, my maſters—as you 
brew you muſt drink — this ſhall be a dear day's work 

to ſome of you, for my part I ſay nothing. the bray+ 
ing aſs eats a little graſs—one barber ſhaves not ſo 
cloſe, but another finds a few ſtubble—you: wanted 
to catch a capon, and you've? ſtole a cat he that 
takes up his lodgings ———— —— 
tolle upon 15% 75 4 
The knight, deſirous of Knowing hexank that 
ee unothy: to apothegmatize i in this manner, 
looked through the grate, and perceived the ſquire 
fairly ſet in the ſtocks, ſurrounded by a mob of peo- 
ple. When he called to him, and aſked the rea- 
ſon of this diſgraceful reſtraint, 'Crabſhaw rephed; 
« There's no cake, but there's another of the ſame 
make—who. never climbed, never fell—after clouds 
comes clear weather, | Tis all along of your honour 
I've met with this preferment ; no deſervings of i 
own, but the intereſt of my: maſter. Sir knight, if 
you will flay the juſtice,” 1 — the conſtable, releaſe 
your: '{quire, and burn the town, your name will be 
famous in ſtory; but, if you are content, I am 1 
Two hours are ſoon ſpent 1 in ſuch good company; 
the mean time look to'un en there's a frog in = 
ſtocks !? 

Sir Lannotlat, . — at this front offered. to his 
N advanced to the priſon - door, but found it faſt 
locked, and when he called to the turnkey, he was 
given to underſtand that he himſelf was a priſoner. 
Enraged at this intimation, he demanded at whoſe 
ſuit, and was anſwered through the wicket, At 
the ſuit of the king, in whoſe name en bold vou faſt, 

with God's aſſiſtance.“ 91 22 a . _ 


PR 
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The knight's looks now began to lighten, he roll - 
ed his eyes around, and ſnatching up an oaken bench, 
which three ordinary men could ſcarce have lifted 
from the ground, he, in all likelihood, would have 
ſhattered the door in pieces, had not he been reſtrain- 
ed by the interpoſition of Mr. Clarke, who intreated 
him to have a little patience, aſſuring him he would 
ſuggeſt a plan that would avenge himſelf amply on 


the juſtice, without any breach of the peace. I 
fay, the juſtice (added Tom), becauſe it muſt be his 


doing. He is a little petulant fort of a fellow, igno- 
rant of the law, guilty of numberleſs irregularities ;. and 
if properly managed, may for this here act of arbitrary. 
power, be not only caſt in a ſwinging ſum, but even 
turned out of the commiſſion with di Oy | 
This was a very ſeaſonable hint, in conſequence 
of which the bench was ſoftly replaced, and captain 
Crowe depoſited the poker, with which he had armed 
| himſelf to ſecond the efforts of fir Launcelot. They 
now, for the firſt time, perceived that.Ferret had di. 


— 


appeared; and, upon inquiry, found that he was in 
fact the occaſion of the knight's detention and the 


quire's diſgrace. 
e ee 
in Deſcription of a modern magiſtrate. | 


e x the knight would take any reſolution 


for extricating himſelf from his preſent embar- 


raſſment, he deſired to be better acquainted with the 


character and circumſtances of the juſtice by whom 
he had been confined, and likewiſe to underſtand the 
meaning of his own detention. To be informed in 
this laſt particular, he renewed his dialogue with the 
turnkey, who told him through the grate, that Fer- 


ret no ſooner perceived him in the jail, without his 


offenſive arms, which he had left below, than he de- 
"bY. | fired 
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fired to be carried before the juſtice; ** 
given information againſt the knight, as a violator of 
the public peace, who ſtrolled about the country with 
unlawful arms, rendering the highways unſafe, en- 

upon the freedom of elections, putting his 
majeſty s s lege ſubjects in fear of their lives, and, in 
all probability, harbouring more dangerous deſigns 
under an affected cloak of lunacy. Ferret, upon 
this information, had been releaſed, and entecizined: as 
an evidence for the king; and Crabſhaw was pd into 
the ſtocks as an idle ſtraller. 

Sir Launcelot, being ſatisfied in theſe particolan; 2 
addreſſed himſelf to his fellow-prifoners, and begged 
they would communicate what they knew reſpecting; 
the worthy magiſtrate, who had been ſo premature 
in the execution of his office. This requeſt was no 
ſooner fignified, than a crew! of naked wretches crowd - 
ed around him, and, like a congregation of rocks, 
opened their throkts: all at once, in accuſation. of 
juſtice Gobble. The knight was moved at this 
ſcene, 'which he could not help comparing, in his 
con mind, to what would appear upon a much more 
awful occaſion, when the cries of the widow and the 


orphan, the injured and oppreſſed, would be uttered 


at the tribunal of an unerring Judge, againft the vil- 
lainous and inſolent authors of their.calamity. 
When he had, with ſome difficulty, quieted their 
clamours, and confined his interrogation to one per- 
ſon of a tolerably decent appearance, he learned that 
juſtice Gobble, whoſe father was 4 taylor, had for 
ſome time ſerved as a journeyman hoſier in London, 
where he had picked up ſome law- terms, by con- 
verſing with hackney writers and attorneys clerks of 
the loweſt order; that, upon the death of his maſter, 
he had infrmtated himſelf into the; good graces: of 
the widow, who took him for her huſpand, ſo that 
he became a perſon of ſome conſiderat ion, and ſaved 
money apace; that his pride, increaſing with bis ſub- 
2 was reinforced by: the vanity of his wife, who | 


both per- 
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ä perſuaded him to retire from buſineſa, that ä 
miglit live genteelly in the country; that his fa- 
ther dying, and leavi ; a couple of houſes in this 
toun,: Mr. Gobble had come down with his lady to 
take poſſeſſion, and liked the place ſo well as to make 
a more conſiderable purchaſe in the ineighbourhood ; 
that a certain peer being indebted to him in the large 
way of his buſineſs, and either unwilling or unable to 
pay the money, had compounded the debt, by inert. 
ing his name in the commiſſion; 'fince which 
his own inſolence, and his wife's oftentation, had ex- 
ceeded all bounds : that, in the exertion of his autho- 
rity; he had committed a thouſand acts of cruelty and 
imjuſtice againſt the poorer {ſort of people, who were 
unable to call him to a. proper account; that his 
wite domineered with a more ridiculous, though leſs 
pernicious uſurpation, among the females of the place; 
that, in a word, ſhe was the ſubject of continual miri 
| and he the object of unrverſal deteſtation. 

Our adventurer, though extremely well diſpoſed to 
believe what was ſaid to the prejudice of Gobble, 
would not give intire credit to this deſcription, with- 
out firſt inquiring into the particulars of his conduct. 
He therefore aſked the ſpeaker, what was the cauſe of 
his particular complaint. For my own part, fir, 
(taid he) I bved in repute, and kept a ſhop in this 
here town, well furniſhed with a great variety of ar- 
ticles. All the people in the place were my cuſtoms 

ers; but what I and many others chiefly depended 
upon, was the extraordinary fale at two annual cuſ- 
tomary fairs, to which all the country people in the 

neighbourhood reſorted to lay out their money. 
had employed all my ſtock, and even engaged my 
credit to procure a large aſſortment of goods for the 
Lammas-market ; but having given my vote, in the 
election of a veſtry-clerk, contrary to the intereſt of 
juſtice Gobble, he reſolved to work my ruin. He 
fuppreſſed the annual fairs, by which a great many 
people, eſpecially publicans, earned the * of 
eir 
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their ſubſſ genen The country ae reſorted to 
another town. I was overſtocked with a load of pe 
riſhable commodities; and found myſelf depiived © of 
the beſt part of my home cuſtomers by the ill-nature 
and revenge of the juſtice, who employed all his in- 
fluence: among the common people, making uſe of 
threats and promiſes, to make them deſert-my ſhop, 
and give their cuſtom to another perſon, whom he 
ſettled in the ſame buſineſs under my noſe. _ Being 
thus diſabled from making punctual payments, my 
commodities ſpoiling, and my wife breaking her heart, 
L grew negligent and careleſs, took to drinking, and 
my affairs went to wreck. Being one day in liquor, 
and provoked by the fleers and taunts of the man 
who had ſet up againſt me, I ſtruck him at his own 
door; upon which I was carried before the juſtice, 
who treated me with ſuch inſolence, that I became 
| deſperate, and not only abuſed him in the execution 
of his office, .but alſo made an attempt to lay violent 
bands upon his perſon. You know, fir, when a man 
is both drunk and; deſperate, he cannot be ſu ppoſed 
to have any command of himſelf. I was ent hither 
to jail. My creditors immediately ſeized my effects; 
and, as they were not ſufficient to diſcharge my debts, 
2 ſtatute of bankruptcy was taken out againſt me; 
fo that here I muſt lie, until they think proper to ſign 
my certificate, or the parliament ſhall pleaſe to paſs an 
act for the relief of inſolvent debtors.” _ 

The next perſon who preſented himſelf in the 

crowd of accuſers was a meagre figure, with a | 
apron, who told the knight that he had kept a pub- 
lic- bouſe in town for a dozen years, and enjoyed a 
good trade, which was in a great meaſure, owing to a 
Kittle-ground, in which the beſt people of: the place 
diverted themſelves occaſionally :' that juſtice Gob- 
ble, being diſobliged at his refuſing to part with a 
gelding. Which he had bred for his own uſe, firſt of 
all ſhut up the ſxittle- ground; but finding the pub- 
Jican, ſtill kept his houſe open, he took care N Bo 
359113 ou 
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thould be deprived of his licence, on pretence that 
the number of ale-houſes was too great, and that this 
man had been bred to another employment. The 
poor publican, being thus deprived of his bread, was 
obliged to try the ſtay- making buſineſs, to which be 
had ſerved an apprenticeſhip; but being very ill qua- 
lified for this profeſſion, he ſoon fell to decay, and 
contracted debts, in conſequence of which he was now 

in priſon, where he had no other ſupport but what 
aroſe from the labour of his wike; who had gone to 
ſervice. | 

The next priſoner who had bee his comibaint 
againſt the unrighteous judge was a poacher, at whoſe 
practices juſtice Gobble had for ſome years connived, 
ſo as even to ſcreen him from puniſhment, in con- 
ſideration of being ſupplied with game gratis, till at 
length he was diſappointed by accident. His lady 
had invited gueſts to an entertainment, and beſpoke 
a hare, which the poacher undertook to furniſh. 

He laid his ſnares accordingly over night; but they 
were diſcovered, and taken away by the game· keeper 
of the gentleman to whom the ground belonged. 

All the excuſes the poacher could make n in- 
effectual in appeaſing the reſentment of the juſtice 
and his wife at being thus diſconcerted. Meaſures 
were taken to detect the delinquent in the exerciſe 
of his illicit occupation; he was committed to ſafe 
cuſtody, and his wife, with five bantlings, was paſſed 
to her huſband's ſettlement in a different part of 
the country. 

A ſtout ſquat fellow, rattling with chains, had 
juſt taken up the ball of accuſation, when fir Laun- 
celot was ſtartled with the appearance of a woman, 
whoſe looks and equipage indicated the moſt piteous 
diſtreſs. She ſeemed to be turned of the middle age, 
was of a lofty carriage, tall, thin, weather-beaten, 
and wretchedly.attired ; her eyes were inflamed with 
weeping, and her looks diſplayed that wildneſs and 
peculiarity which denote diftraction. Advaiicing to 
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ſir Launcelot, ſhe fell upon her knees, and claſping 
her hands together, uttered the following rhapſody in 
the moſt vehement tone of affliction : . 

Thrice potent, generous, and auguſt emperor, 
here let my knees cleave to the earth, until thou ſhalt 
do me juftice on that inhuman caitiff Gobble. Let 


bim diſgotge my ſubſtance which he hath devoured ; 


let him reftore to my widowed arms my child, my 
boy, the delight of my eyes, the prop of my life, 
the ſtaff of my ſuſtenance, whom he hath torn from my 
embrace, ſtolen, betrayed, ſent into captivity, and 
murdered !—Behold theſe bleeding wounds upon his 


lovely breaſt! ſee how they mangle his lifeleſs corſe! 


Horror! give me my child, barbarians ! his head 
ſhall lie upon his Suky's boſom—ſhe will embalm 
him with her tears. Ha! plunge him in the deep 


mall my boy then float in a watry tomb !—Juftice, 


moſt mighty emperor ! juſtice upon the villain who 
hath ruined us all !'—May heaven's dreadful venge- 


ance overtake him ! may the keen ſtorm of adverſity 


ſtrip him of all his leaves and fruit! may peace for- 
ſake his mind, and reft be baniſhed from his pillow, 
ſo that all his days fhall be filled with reproach. and 
forrow, and all his nights be haunted with horror and 
remorle ! may he be ſtung by jealouſy without cauſe, 
and maddened by revenge without the means of exe- 
cution ! may all his offspring be blighted and con- 
famed, like the mildewed ears of corn, except one 
that ſhall grow up to curſe his old age, and bring his 
hoary head with ſorrow to the grave, as he himſelf has 
proved a curſe to me and mine! 

The reſt of the priſoners, perceiving the knight ex- 
tremely ſhocked at her miſery and horrid imprecation, 
removed her by force from his preſence, and conveyed 
her to another room ; while our adventurer. under- 


went a violent agitation, and could not for ſome mi- 


nutes compoſe himſelf ſo well as to inquire into the 
nature of this wretched creature's calamity! 5 
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The ſhopkeeper, of whom he demanded this ſatiſ- 
faction, gave him to underſtand that ſhe was born a 
gentlewoman, and had been well educated ; that ſhe 
married a curate, who did not long ſurvive his nup- 
tials, and afterwards became the wife of one Oakley, 
a farmer in opulent circumſtances : that, after twenty 
years cohabitation with her huſband, he ſuſtained 
{ſuch loſſes by the diſtemper among the cattle, as he 
could not repair ; and that this reverſe of fortune 
was ſuppoſed to have haſtened his death: that the 
widow, being a woman of ſpirit, determined to keep 
up and manage the farm, with the aſſiſtance of 
an only ſon, a very promiſing youth, who was 
already contracted in marriage with the daughter 
of another wealthy farmer. Thus the mother had a 
proſpect of retrieving the affairs of her family, when 
all her hopes were daſhed and deſtroyed by a ridicu- 
lous pique which Mrs. Gobble conceived againſt the 
young farmer's ſweetheart, Mrs. Suſan Sedgemoor. 
This young woman chancing to be at a country aſ- 
ſembly, where the grave-digger of the pariſh acted as 
maſter of the ceremonies, was called out to dance be- 
fore Miſs Gobble, who happened to be there preſent 
alſo with her mother. The circumſtance was con- 
ſtrued into an unpardonable affront by the juſtice's 
lady, who abuſed the director in the moſt opprobrious 
terms for his inſolence and ill- manners; and, retiring 
in a ſtorm of paſſion, vowed revenge againſt the ſaucy 
minx who had preſumed to vie in gentility with Mis 
Gobble. The juſtice entered into her reſentment. 
The grave-digger loft his place ; and Suky's lover, 
young Oakley, was preſſed for a ſoldier. Before his 
mother could take any ſteps for his diſcharge, he 
was hurried away to the Eaſt-Indies, by the in- 
| duſtry and contrivance of the juſtice. Poor Suky 
| wept and pined until ſhe fell into a conſumption. 
The forlorn widow, being thus deprived of her ſon, 
was overwhelmed with grief to ſuch a degree, that 
the could no longer manage her concerns. Every 
| N | 12 e 


116 IE ADVENTURES OF 


thing went backward ; ſhe ran in arrears with her 
landlord ; and the proſpect of bankruptcy aggravated 
her affliction, while it added to her incapacity. In 
the midſt of theſe diſaſtrous circumſtances news ar- 
rived that her ſon Greaves had loſt his life in a ſea 
engagement with the enemy; and theſe tidings al- 
moſt inſtantly deprived her of reaſon. Then the 
landlord ſeized for his rent, and ſhe was arreſted at 
the ſuit of juſtice Gobble, who had bought up one 
of her debts in order to diftreſs her, and now pretend- 
ed that her madneſs was feigned. 

* When the name of Greaves was mentioned, our ad- 
venturer ſtarted and changed colour; and, now the 
ſtory was ended, aſked, with marks of eager emotion, 
if the name of the woman's firſt huſband was not 
Wilford. When the priſoner anſwered in the af- 
firmative, he roſe up, and ſtriking his breaſt, «© Good 
| heaven! (cried he) the very woman who watched 
over my infancy, and even nouriſhed me with her 
milk !—She was my mother's humble friend. —Alas! 
poor Dorothy! how would your old miſtreſs grieve 
to ſee her favourite in this miſerable condition!“ 
While he pronounced theſe words, to the aſtoniſhment 
of the hearers, a tear ſtole ſoftly down each cheek. 
Then he defired to know if the poor lunatic had any 
intervals of reaſon ; and was given to underſtand that 
| ſhe was always quiet, and generally ſuppoſed to have 
the uſe of her ſenſes, except when ſhe was diſturbed 
by ſome extraordinary noiſe, or when any perſon 
touched upon her misfortune, or mentioned the name 
of her oppreflor, in all which caſes ſhe ſtarted out 
into extravagance and frenzy. They likewiſe im- 
puted great part of the diſorder to the want of quiet, 
proper food, and neceſſaries, with which ſhe was but 
poorly ſupplied by the cold hand of chance charity. 
Our adventurer was exceedingly affected by the diſ- 
treſs of this woman, whom he reſolved to relieve; 
and in proportion as his commiſeration was excited, 
his reſentment roſe againſt the miſcreant, who 
A ſeemed 
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ſeemed to have inſinuated himſelf into the com- 
miſſion of the peace on purpoſe to haraſs and oppreſs 
his fellow- creatures. Ts | 

Thus animated, he entered into conſultation with 
Mr. Thomas Clarke concerning the ſteps he ſhould 
take, firſt for their deliverance, and then for proſe- 
cuting and puniſhing the juſtice. In reſult of this 
conference, the knight called aloud for the jailor, and 


demanded to ſee a copy of his commitment, that he 


might know the cauſe of his impriſonment, and offer 
bail; or, in caſe that he ſhould be refuſed, move for 
a writ of Habeas Corpus. The jailor told him the 
copy of the writ ſhould be forthcoming : but, after 


he had waited ſome time, and repeated the demand 


before witneſſes, it was not yet produced. Mr, 
Clarke then, in a ſolemn tone, gave the jailor to un- 
derſtand, that an officer refuſing to deliver a true 
copy of the commitment warrant, was liable to the- 


forfeiture of one hundred pounds for the firſt offence, 


and for the ſecond to a forfeiture of twice that ſum, 
beſides being diſabled from executing his office. 

Indeed it was no eaſy matter to comply with fir 
Launcelot's demand ; for no warrant had been grant- 
ed, nor was it now in the power of the juſtice to 
remedy this defect, as Mr, Ferret had taken himſelf 
away privately, without having communicated the 
name and deſignation of the priſoner. A circum- 
ſtance the more mortifying to the jailor, as he per- 
ceived the extraordinary reſpe& which Mr, Clarke 
and the captain paid to the knight, and was now 
tully convinced that he would be dealt with according 
to law. Diſordered with theſe reflections, he im- 
parted them to the juſtice, who had in vain cauſed 
ſearch to be made for Ferret, and was now extremely 
well inclined to ſet the knight and his friends at liber- 
ty, though he did not at all ſuſpe& the quality and 
importance of our adventurer. He could not, however, 
reſiſt the temptation of diſplaying the authority of his 
office, and therefore ordered the priſoners to be 
n 5 1 | brought 
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brought before his tribunal, that, in the capacity 


and proper caution with reſpect to their future be- 
haviour. 

They were accordingly led through the ſtreet i in 
proceſſion, guarded by the conſtable and his gang, 
followed by Crabſhaw, who had by this time been re- 
leaſed from the ſtocks, and ſurrounded by a crowd of 
people, attracted by curioſity. When they arrived at 
the juſtice's houſe, they were detained for ſome time 
in the paſſage; then a voice was heard, commanding 
the conſtable to bring in the priſoners, and they were 
introduced to the hall of audience, where Mr. Gob- 
ble ſat in judgment, with a crimſon velvet night- cap 
on his head; and on his right hand appeared his lady, 


puffed up with the pride and inſolence of her huſband's 


office, fat, frowzy, and not over- clean, well ſtricken in 
years, without the leaſt veſtige of an agreeable feature, 
having a rubicond noſe, ferret eyes, and imperious aſ- 
pect. The juſtice himſelf was a little, affected, pert 
prig, who endeavoured to ſolemnize his countenance 
by aſſuming an air of conſequence, in which pride, 
impudence, and folly were ſtrangely blended. He 
aſpired at nothing ſo much as the character of an 
able ſpokeſman ; and took all opportunities of hold- 
ing forth at veſtry and quarter-ſefſions, as well as in 
the adminiſtration of his office in private. He would 
not, therefore, let ſlip this occaſion of exciting the 
admiration of his-hearers, and, in an authoritative tone, 


thus addrefled our Kverlturer - 


The laws of this land has provided—I ſays as 
how proviſion is made by the laws of this here land, 
in reverence to delinquems and manefactors, whereby 
the king's peace is upholden by we magiſtrates, who 
repreſents his majeſty's perſon, better than e'er a con- 
tagious nation under the fun ; but, howſomever, that 
there king's peace, and this here magiſtrate” s autho- 
rity cannot be adequably and identically upheld, if 


10 be as 5 how criminals as unpuniſhed. Now, 


friend, 
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friend, you muſt be confidentious in your own mind, 
as you are a notorious criminal, who have treſpaſſed 
in the laws on divers occaſions and importunities ; 
if I had a mind to exerciſe the rigour of the law, ac- 
cording to the authority wherewith J am weſted, you 
and your companions in iniquity would be ſewerely 
puniſhed by the ſtatue ; but we magiſtrates has a 
power to litigate the ſewerity of juſtice, and fo I am 
contented that you ſhould be mercifully delt withal, 

and even diſmifſed.” . #7 | 

To this harangue the knight replied, with ſolemn 
and deliberate accent, If I underſtand your mean- 
ing aright, I am accuſed of being a notorious crimi- 
nal; but nevertheleſs you are contented to let me 
eſcape with impunity. If I am a notorious criminal, 
it is the duty of you, as a magiſtrate, to bring me to 
condign puniſhment ; and if you allow a criminal to 
eſcape unpuniſhed, you are not only unworthy of a 
place in the commiſſion, but become acceffary to his 
Fun and, to all intents and purpoſes, ſocius criminis. 
With reſpect to your proffered mercy, I ſhall de- 
cline the favour; nor do I deſerve any indulgence at 
your hands, for, depend upon it, I hall ſhew no 
mercy to you in the ſteps I intend to take for bring- 
ing you to juſtice. I underſtand that you have been 
long hackneyed in the ways of oppreſſion, and I have 
ſeen ſome living monuments of your inhumanity— 
of that hereafter. I myſelf have been detained in 
priſon without cauſe aſſigned. I have been treated 
with indignity, and infulted by jailors and conſtables; 
led through the ſtreets like a felon, as a ſpectacle to 
the multitude ; obliged to dance attendance in your 
paſſage, and afterwards branded with the name of no- 
torious criminal. —I now demand to ſee the informa- 
tion in conſequence of which I was detained in pri- 
fon, the copy of the warrant of commitment or de- 
tainer, and the face of the perſon by whom I was ac- 
cuſed. I infift upon a compliance with theſe de- 
mands, as the privileges of a Britiſh ſubject; and if 
| i4 5 It 
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it is refuſed, I ſhall ſeek redreſs before a higher 


_ tribunal: 


The I ſeemed to be not a little diſturbed at 
this peremptory declaration; which, however, had no 
other effect upon his wife, but that of enraging her 
choler, and inflaming her countenance. © Sirrah! 
firrah/! (cried ſhe) do you dares to inſult a worſhipful 
magiſtrate. on the bench !—Can you deny that you are 
a vagram, and a dilatory ſort of a perſon? Han't the 


man with the ſatchel made an affidavy of it —If I 


was my huſband Id lay you faſt by the heels for your 
reſymption, and ferk you with a primineery into the 
bargain, unleſs you could give a better account of 
yourſelf—I would.“ 

_ Gobble, encouraged by this flip; reſumed his petu- 
lance, and proceeded in this manner: —“ Heark ye, 
friend, I might, as Mrs. Gobble very juſtly obſerves, 
trounce you for your audacious. behaviour; but I 
ſcorn to take ſuch advantages: howſomever, I ſhall 
make you give an account of yourſelf and your com- 
panions; for I believes as how you are in a gang, and 
all in a ſtory, and perhaps you may be found one day 


in a: cord, What are you, friend? What is your 


ſtation and degree? I am a gentleman,” replied 
the knight. Ay, that is Engliſh for a ſorry fellow, 
(faid the juſtice). Every idle vagabond, who has 
neither home nor habitation, trade nor profeſſion, 
deſigns himſelf a gentleman. But I muſt know how 
you live?” Upon my means... What are your 
means? — My eſtate. „ Whence doth i it ariſe?” 
“ From inheritance.” Four eſtate lies in braſs, 
and that you have inherited from nature; but do you 

« Yes.” © But they 
are neither here, nor. than. I doubt,—Come, come, 
friend, I ſhall bring you about preſently.” Here the 
examination was interrupted by the arrival of Mr. 
Fillet the ſurgeon, who chancing to paſs, and ſeeing 


a crowd about the door, went in to W his cu; 
why. : | ; | | 
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CHAP: XII. 


Which fhews there are more ways to kill a ; ty lan 
hanging. 


| x. F let no 3 appeared in the judgment- 
M chamber of juſtice Gobble, than captain Crowe, 
ſeizing him by the hand, exclaimed, Body o' me! 
Doctor, thou rt come up in the nick of time to lend 
us a hand in putting about. We're a little in the 
ſtays here but howſomever we've got a good pilot, 
who knows the coaſt, and can weather the point, as 
the ſaying is. As for the enemy's veſſel, ſhe has had 
a ſhot or two already athwart her forefoot ; the next, 
1 do ſuppoſe, will ſtrike the hull, and then you'll ſee 
her taken all a-back.” The doctor, who perfectly 
underſtood his dialect, aſſured him he might depend 
upon his aſſiſtance; and advancing to the knight, 

accoſted him in theſe words; Sir Launcelot Greaves, 
your moſt humble ſervant—when I faw a crowd at the 
door, I little thought of finding you within, treated 
with ſuch indignity—yet I can't help being pleaſed 
with an opportunity of proving the eſteem and vene- 
ration I have for your perſon and character ,—you will 
do me a particular pleaſure in commanding my beſt 
ſervices.” 

Our 8 thanked him for this inſtance of his 
friendſhip, which he told him he would uſe without 
heſitation; and deſired he would procure immediate 
bail for him and his two friends, who had been 

iüimpriſoned contrary to law, without any cauſe aſ- 
ſigned. 

During this ſhort Slog, the juſtice, who had 
heard of fir Launcelot's family and fortune, though 
an utter ſtranger to his perſon, was ſeized with ſuch 
pangs of terror and compunction, as a groveling mind 
may be ſuppoſed to have felt! in ſuch circumſtances; 


. And 
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and they ſeemed to produce the ſame unfavoury 
effects that are ſo humourouſly delineated by the 
inimitable Hogarth, in the print of Felix on his tri- 
bunal, done in the Dutch ſtyle. Nevertheleſs, ſeeing: 
Fillet retire to execute the knight's commands, he 


recollected himſelf fo far as to tell the priſoners, there 


was no occaſion to give themſelves any farther trouble, 
for he would releaſe them without bail or main- 
rize, Then diſcarding all the inſolence from his 
ares, and aſſuming an aſpect of the moſt humble 
adulation, he begged the * go ten thouſand pardons 
for the 'freedoms he had taken, which were intirely 
owing to his ignorance of fir Launcelot's quality. 
« Yes, Fl! affure you, fir, (ſaid the wife) my huſband 
would have bit off his tongue rather than ſay black is 
the white of your eye, if ſo be he had known your 
capacity.— Thank God, we have been uſed to deal 
with gentlefolks, and many's the good pound we have 
toft by them; but what of that? Sure we know how 
to behave to our betters. Mr. Gobble, thanks be to 
God, can defy the whole world to prove that he ever 
faid an uncivil word, or did a rude thing to a gen- 
tleman, knowing him to be a perſon of fortune. In- 
deed, as to your poor gentry, and riff-raff, your tagrag, 
and bobtail, or ſuch vulgar ſcoundrelly people, he has 
always behaved like a magiſtrate, and treated them 
with the rigger of authority.” © In other words (ſaid 
the knight), he has tyrannized over the poor, and 
eine at the vices of the rich: your huſband 1s 
little obliged to you for this confeffion, woman.“ 
* Woman! (cried Mrs. Gobble, impurpled with 
wrath, and fixing her hands on her fides by way of 
defiance) 1 ſcorn your words. Marry come up, 
woman! quotha; no more a woman than your wor- 
flip.” Then burſting into tears, Huſband (con- 
tinued ſhe) if you had the ſoul of a louſe, you would 
not ſuffer me to be abuſed at this rate; you would 
not fit ſtill on the bench, and hear your ſpouſe called 
fuch contemptible epitaphs. Who cares. for his * 
2 4 
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and his knightſhip? You and I huſband knew A 
taylor that was made a knight; but, thank God, I 


have noblemen to ſtand by me with their privileges 


and berogue etifs. ” 
At this inſtant Mr. Fillet returned with: his friend, 
a practitioner in the law, who freely offered to join in 


bailing our adventurer, and the other two priſoners, 


for any ſum that ſhould be required. The juſtice 
perceiving the affair began to grow more and more 
ſerious, declared that he would diicharge the warrants 
and diſmiſs the priſoners. 
Here Mr. Clarke interpoſing, obſerved, that againſt 
the knight no warrant had been granted, nor any 
information ſworn to; conſequently, as the juſtice had 
not complied with the form of proceeding directed by 
ſtatute, the impriſonment was coram non judice, void. 
« Right, Sir, (said the other lawyer), if a juſtice com- 
mits a felon for trial without binding over the proſe- 
cutor to the aſſizes, he ſhall be fined.” —* And again 
(cried Clarke), if a juſtice iſſues a warrant for com- 
mitment, where there is no accuſation, action will lie 
againſt the juſtice.” © Moreover (replied the ſtran- 
ger), if a juſtice of peace is guilty of any miſdemeanor 
in his office, information lies againſt. him in Banco 
Regis, where he ſhall be puniſhed by fine and impri- 
ſonment. - © And befides, (reſumed the accurate 
Tom), the ſame court will grant an information againſt 
a juſtice of peace, on motion, for ſending even a ſer- 
— 9 to the houſe of correction or common jail, 
without ſufficient cauſe.” © True! (exclaimed the 


other limb of the law) and, for cofitempt of lau, at- 


tachment may be had againſt juſtices of peace in Banco 
Regis: a juſtice of the peace was fined athouſand marks 
for corrupt practices. 

With theſe words advancing to Mr. Clarke, he 
ſhook him by the hand, with the appellation of Bro- 
ther, ſaying, I doubt the juſtice has got into a 
_ curſed hovel.” Mr. Gobble himſelf ſeemed to be of 


5 — 3 He * colour ſeveral times 
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during the remarks which the lawyers had made; and 
now, declaring that the gentlemen were at liberty, 
begged, in the moſt humble phraſe, that the company 
would eat a bit of mutton with him, and after dinner 
the affair might be amicably compromiſed. To this 
propoſal our adventurer replied, in a grave and reſolute 
tone, * If your acting in the commiſſion as a juſtice 
of the peace concerned my own particular only, per- 
haps. I ſhould wave any further inquiry, and reſent 
your inſolence no other way but by ſilent contempt. 
If I thought the errors of your adminiſtration pro- 
ceeded from a good intention, defeated by want of 
underſtanding, 1 ſhould pity your ignorance, and, in 


compaſſion, adviſe you to deſiſt from acting a part for 


which you are ſo ill qualified; but the prepoſterous 
conduct of ſuch a man deeply affects the intereſt of 
the community, eſpecially that part of it, which, from 
its helpleſs fituation, is the more entitled to our pro- 
tection and aſſiſtance. I am moreover convinced that 
your miſconduct is not ſo much the conſequence of 
an uninformed head, as the poiſonous iſſue of a ma- 
lignant heart, devoid of humanity, inflamed with 
pride, and rankling with revenge. The common 
priſon of this little town is filled with the miſerable 
objects of your cruelty and oppreſſion. Inſtead of 
protecting the helpleſs, reſtraining the hands of vio- 


lence, preſerving the public tranquillity, and acting as 


a father to the poor, according to the intent and 
meaning of that inſtitution of which you are an un- 


worthy member, you have diſtreſſed the widow and 


the orphan, given a looſe to all the inſolence of office, 
embroiled your neighbours by fomenting ſuits and 
animoſities, and played the tyrant among the indigent. 
and forlorn, You have abuſed. the authority with 
which you were inveſted, intailed a reproach upon 


your office, and, inſtead of being revered as a bleſſing, 


you are deteſted as a curſe among your fellow-creatures. 
This indeed is generally the caſe of low fellows, who 
are thruſt into the magiſtracy without ſentiment, 

135 55 education, 


« — ———— OY ea a , , e 


Ws 
4 . 7] 
TY 


$1R LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 123 


education, or capacity. Among other inſtances of 
your iniquity, there is now in priſon an unhappy 
woman, infinitely your ſuperior in the advantages of 
birth, ſenſe, and education, whom you have, even 
without provocation, perſecuted to ruin and diſ- 1 
traction, after having illegally and inhumanly kid- 
napped her only child, and expoſed him to a violent 1 
death in a foreign land. Ah caitiff! if you were to 1 
forego all the comforts of life, diſtribute your means 
among the poor, and do the ſevereſt penance that ever 
prieſtcraft preſcribed, for the reſt of your days, you 
could not atone for the ruin of that hapleſs family ; a 
family through whoſe ſides you cruelly and perfidi- 
ouſly ſtabbed the heart of an innocent young woman, 
to gratify the pride and diabolical malice of that y 
wretched low-bred woman, who now ſits at your right 9 
hand as the aſſociate of power and preſumption. Oh! 
if ſuch a deſpicable reptile ſhall annoy mankind with 
impunity, if ſuch a contemptible miſcreant ſhall have 
it in his power to do ſuch deeds of inhumanity and 
oppreſhon, what avails the law? Where 1s our, ad- 4 
mired conſtitution, the freedom, the ſecurity of the U 
ſubject, the boaſted humanity of the Britiſh nation? | 1 
Sacred heaven! if there was no human inſtitution to BE. 
take cognizance of ſuch atrocious crimes, I would wel 
liſten to the dictates of eternal juſtice, and; arming 1 
myſelf with the right of nature, exterminate ſuch vil- 1 
lains from the face of the earth!“ | Z g 
Theſe laſt words he pronounced in ſuch a ſtrain, L 
while his eyes lightened with indignation, that Gobble | 
and his wife underwent the moſt violent agitation ; $ 
the conſtable's teeth chattered in his head, the jailor 
trembled, and the whole audience was overwhelmed 
with conſternation. 
After a ſhort pauſe fir Launcelot proceeded in a 
milder ſtrain: * Thank heaven, the laws of this 
* country have exempted me from the diſagreeable taſk 
| of ſuch an execution. To them we ſhall have imme- 
diate recourſe, in three ſeparate actions againſt _ 
| | : / or 
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for falſe impriſonment: and any other perſon who has 
been injured by your arbitrary and wicked proceedings, : 
m me ſhall find a warm protector, until you ſhall be 
expunged from the commiſſion with diſgrace, and 
have made fuch retaliation as your circumſtances 
will allow for the wrongs you have done the com- 
munity.” 

In order to complete the mortification and terror 
of the juſtice, the lawyer, whoſe name was Fenton, 
declared, that to his certain knowledge theſe actions 
would be reinforced ' with divers proſecutions for 
corrupt practices, which had lain dormant until ſome 
perſon of courage and influence ſhould take the lead 


againſt juftice Gobble, who was the more dreaded as 


he acted under the patronage of lord Sharpington. By 
this time fear had deprived the juſtice and his help- 
mate of the faculty of ſpeech. They were indeed 
almoſt petrified with diſmay, and made no effort to 
ſpeak, when Mr. Fillet, in the rear of the knight, as he 
retired with his company, took his leave of them in 
theſe words: And now, Mr. Juſtice, to dinner with 
what appetite you may.” 

Our adventurer, though warmly invited to Mr. 
Fenton's houſe, repaired to a public. inn, where he 
thought he ſhould be more at his eaſe, fully determined 
to. puniſh and depoſe Gobble from his magiſtracy, 
to effect a general jail-delivery of all the debtors whom 
he had found in confinement, and in particular to 
reſcue poor Mrs. Oakley from the miſerable circum- 


| ſtances in which ſhe was involved. 


In the. mean time he inſiſted upon entertaining his 
friends at dinner, during which many fallies of ſea-wit 
and good-humour paſſed between captain Crowe and 
doctor Fillet, which laſt had juſt returned from a 
neighbouring village, whither he was ſummoned to 
fiſh a man's yard-arm, which had ſnapt in the ſlings: 
Their enjoyment, however, was ſuddenly interrupted 
by a loud {cream from the kitchen, whither fir Laun- 
calot immediately ſprung, with — eagerneſs and 
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agility. There he ſaw the landlady, who was a woman 
in years, embracing a man dreſſed in a ſailor's jacket, 
while ſhe exclaimed, It is thy own fleſh and blood, 
ſo ſure as I'm a living ſoul. —Ah! poor Greaves, poor 
Greaves, many a poor heart has grieved for thee !”? 
To this falutation the youth replied, © I'm ſorry for 
that, miſtreſs —How does poor mother? how does 
Suky Sedgemore 7” /? | 
The good woman of the houſe could not help 
ſhedding tears at theſe interrogations; while fir Laun- 
celot interpoſing, ſaid, not without emotion, I per- 
ceive you are the ſon of Mrs. Oakley.—Your mother 
is in a bad ſtate of health, but in me you will find a 
real parent.“ Perceiving that the young man eyed 
him with aſtoniſhment, he gave him to underſtand 
that his name was Launcelot Greaves. 1 
Oakley no ſooner heard theſe words pronounced, 
than he fell upon his knees, and ſeizing the knight's 
hand, kiſſed it eagerly, crying, God for ever bleſs 
your honour, I am your name- ſon, ſure enough—but 
what of that? I can earn my bread without being be- 
holden to any man.” 3 | ä 
When the knight raiſed him up he turned to the 
woman of the houſe, ſaying, I want te ſee mother. 
I'm afraid as how tunes are hard with her; and I have 
ſaved ſome money for her uſe.” This inſtance of 
_ filial duty brought tears into the eyes of our adven- 
turer, who aſſured him his mother ſhould be carefully 
attended, and want for nothing; but that it would be 
very improper to ſee her at preſent, as the ſurprize 
might ſhock her too much, conſidering that ſhe be- 
lieved him dead. Ey, indeed, (cried the landlady) 
we were all of the {ame opinion, being as the report 
went that poor Greaves Oakley was killed in battle.” 
Lord miſtreſs, (ſaid Oakley) there wa'n't a word of 
truth in it, I'll aſſure you. — What, d'ye think I'd 
tell a lie about the matter? Hurt I was, to be ſure, 
Tut that don't fignify ; we gave em as good as they 
brought, and ſo parted, —Well, if fo be I can't ſee 
| | | mother, 
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reconciling meaſure to propoſe, if Mr. Gobble would 
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mother, I'll and have ſome chat with Suky. 


What d'ye look ſo glum for? ſhe an't married, is ſhe ?”? 


* No, no, (replied the woman) not married, but 


almoſt heart- broken. Since thou waſt gone ſhe has 
done nothing but fighed, and wept, and pined herſelf 


into a decay. I'm afraid thou ha'ft come too late to 
fave her life.” | 


Oakley's heart was not proof . againſt this infor- 


mation. Burſting into tears, he exclaimed, © O m 


dear, ſweet, gentle Suky! Have I then lived to be the 
death of her whom I loved more than the whole world! 
He would have gone inſtantly to her father's houſe, 
but was reſtrained by the knight and his company, 


who had now joined him in the kitchen. 


Fhe young man was ſeated at table, and gave them 


to underſtand, that the ſhip to which he belonged 


having arrived in England; he was indulged with a 
month's leave to ſee his relations; and that he had 


received about fifty pounds in wages and prize-money. 


After dinner, juſt as they began to deliberate upon 


the meaſures to be taken againſt Gobble, that gen- 


tleman arrived at the inn, and humbly craved admit- 
tance. Mr. Fillet, ſtruck with a ſudden idea, retired 


into another apartment with the young farmer; while 


the juſtice, | being admitted to the company, declared 


that he came to propoſe terms of accommodation. 
He accordingly offered to aſk pardon of fir Launcelot 


in the public papers, and pay fifty pounds to the poor 
of the pariſh, as an atonement for his miſbehaviour, 


provided the knight and his friends would grant him 


a general releaſe. Our adventurer told him, he would 
willingly wave all perſonal conceſſions; but, as the 


caſe concerned the community, he inſiſted upon his 


leaving off acting in the commiſſion, and making 
ſatisfaction to the parties he had injured and oppreſſed. 
This declaration. introduced a diſcuſſion, in the courſe 


of which the juſtice's petulance began to revive; 


when Fillet, entering the room, told them he had a 


for 
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for a few minutes withdraw. He roſe up immediately, 


and was ſhewn into the room which Fillet had pre- 
pared for his reception. While he ſat muſing on this 


awkward adventure, ſo big with diſgrace and diſap- 


pointment, young Oakley, according to the inſtruc- 
tions he had received, appeared all at once before 
him, pointing to a ghaſtly wound, which the doctor 
| had painted on his forehead. The apparition no 
| ſooner preſented itſelf to the eyes of Gobble, than, 
taking it for granted it was the ſpirit of the young 
farmer whole death he had occaſioned, he roared aloud, 


« Lord have mercy upon us!” and fell inſenſible on 
the floor. There being found by the company, to 


whom Fillet had communicated his contrivance, he 
was conveyed to bed, where he lay ſome time before 
he recovered the perfect uſe of his ſenſes. . Then he 


earneſtly deſired to fee the knight, and aſſured him he 
was ready to comply with his terms, inaſmuch as he 
believed he had not long to live. Advantage was 
immediately taken of this ſalutary diſpoſition. He 


bound himſelf not to act as a juſtice of the peace, in 


any part of Great Britain, under the penalty of five 
thouſand pounds. He burned Mrs. Oakley's note; 


paid the debts of the ſhopkeeper; undertook to 
compound thoſe of the publican, and to ſettle him 


again 1n buſineſs; and, finally, diſcharged them all 


from priſon, paying the dues out of his own pocket. 
Theſe ſteps being taken with peculiar eagerneſs, he 


was removed to his own houſe, where he aſſured his 


wife he had ſeen a viſion that prognoſticated his death; 
and had immediate recourſe to the curate of the pariſh 
for ſpiritual conſolation. 

The moſt intereſting part of the taſk that now re- 
mained, was to make the widow Oakley acquainted 
wich her good fortune, in ſuch a manner as might 


leaſt diſturb her ſpirits, already but too much diſcom- 


poſed. For this purpoſe they choſe the landlady, 
who, after having received proper directions how to 
regulate her conduct, — her in perſon that ſame 
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evening. Finding her quite calm, and her reflection 
quite reſtored, ſhe began with exhorting her to put 
her truſt in Providence, which would never forſake 
the cauſe of the injured widow and fatherleſs: ſhe 
promiſed to aſſiſt and befriend her on all occaſions, as 
far as her abilities would reach: ſhe gradually turned 
the converſation upon the family of the Greaves; and 
by degrees infortned her, that fir Launcelot, having 
learned her ſituation, was determined to extricate her 
from all her troubles. Perceiving her aſtoniſhed, and 
deeply affected at this intimation, ſhe artfully ſhifted 
the diſcourſe, recommended reſignation to the Divine 
Will, and obſerved, that this circumftance ſeemed to 
be an earnef{ of further happineſs. «© Oh! I'm in- 
capable of receiving more! .(cried the diſconſolate 


widow, with ſtreaming eyes) Vet Fought not to be 


ſurpriſed at any bleſſing that flows from that quarter.— 
The family of Greaves were always virtuous, humane, 
and benevolent —This young gentleman's mother 
was my dear lady and benefactreſs: he himſelf was 
ſuckled at theſe breaſts.— Oh! he was the ſweeteſt, 
comelieſt, beſt conditioned babe !—I loved not my 
own Greaves with greater affeftion—but he, alas! 
is now no more!” Have patience, good neighbour 
(ſaid the landlady of the White Hart), that is more 
than you have any right to affirm all that you know 
of the matter is by common report, and common 
report is commonly falſe; befides, J can tell you I 
have ſeen a lift of the men that were killed in admiral 
P s ſhip, when he fought the French in the Eaſt 
Indies, and your ſon was not in the number.” To 
this intimation ſhe replied, after a conſiderable pauſe, 
*. Don't, my good neighbour, don't feed me with 
falſe hope.—My poor Greaves too certainly periſhed 
in a foreign land—yet he is happy :—had he lived to 
ſee me in this condition, grief would ſoon have put 
a period to his days.“ 5 I tell you then, (cried the 
viſitant) he is not dead. I have ſeen a letter that 
mentions his being well ſince the battle. Lou ſhall 
| 4 * come 
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come along with me - you are no longer a priſoner, but 
thall live at my houſe comfortably, till your affairs are 
ſettled to your wiſn. 

The poor widow followed her in filent aſtoniſh- 

ment, and was immediately accommodated with ne- 
ceſſaries. 
Men morning her hoſteſs proceeded with hes inthe 
fawe cautious manner, until ſhe was aſſured that her 
ſon had returned. Being duly prepared, ſhe was 
bleſſed with a fight of 9 Greaves, and fainted away 
in his arms. | 

We ſhall not 5 upon this tender ſcene, becauſe 


It is but of a ſecondary concern in the hiſtory of our 


knight-errant: let it ſuffice to ſay, their mutual hap- 
pineſs was unſpeakable. She was afterwards viſited 
by ſir Launcelot, whom ſhe no ſooner beheld, than 
ſpringing forwards with all the eagerneſs of maternal 

affect ion, ſhe claſped him to her breaſt, crying, / My 
dear child! my Launcelot! my pride | my darling! 


my kind benefattor! This is not the firſt time Ehave 


bugged you in theſe arms! O! you are the very 


image of ſir Everhard in his youth; but you have got 


the eyes, the complexion, the ſweetneſs, and compla- 
cency of my dear and ever-honoured lady.“ This 
was not in the .ſtrain of hireling praiſe; but the ge- 
nuine tribute of eſteem and admiration; As-ſuch, it 


could not but be agreeable to our hero, who under- 


took to procure Oakley's diſcharge, and ſettle him in a 
comfortable farm on his own eſtate, 


In the mean time, Greaves went with a heavy heart | 


to the houſe of farmer Sedgemore, where hefound 


Suky, who had been prepared for his reception, in a 


tranſport of joy, though very weak; and greatly ema- 


cated.” Nevertheleſs, the return of her ſweet - heart 


had ſuch an happy effe& on her conſtitution, n in 
a few weeks her health was perfectly reſtored. 

This adventure of our knight was crowned with 
every happy circumſtance that could give-pleaſiare to 
& W mind. The priſoners were releaſed, and 
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reinſtated in their former occupations. The juftice 
performed his articles from fear; and afterwards 
turned over a new leaf from remorſe.” Young Oakley 
was married to Suky, with whom he received a con- 
ſiderable portion. The new-married couple found a 
farm ready ſtocked for them on the knight's eſtate; 
and the mother enjoved a happy retreat in the characte 
of the houſe-keeper at Greavefbury-hall. | 


CHAP. XIII. 


In which our knight is tantalized with a tranſient glimpſe 
1 ts ſucceſs of our adventurer, which we have 
1-2; 1 in the laſt chapter, could not 
fail of enhancing his character, not only among thoſe 
who knew him, but alſo among the people of the 
town to whom he was not an utter ſtranger. The 
populace ſurrounded the houſe, and teftified their 
approbation in loud huzzas. Captain Crowe was 
more than ever inſpired with veneration for his admired 
patron, and. more than ever determined to purſue his 
footſteps in the road of chivalry. Fillet, and his 
friend the lawyer, could not help conceiving an affec- 
tion, and even a profound eſteem, for the exalted 
virtue, the perſon, and the accompliſhments of the 
knight, daſhed as they were with a mixture of extra- 
vagance and inſanity. Even fir Launcelot himſelf 
was elevated to an extraordinary degree of ſelf- com- 
placency on the fortunate iſſue of his adventure, and 
became more and more perſuaded that a knight- 
errant's profeſſion might be exerciſed, even in England, 
to the advantage of the community. The only per- 
ſon of the company who ſeemed unanimated with the 
general ſatisfaction was Mr. Thomas Clarke. He 
had, not without good reaſon, laid it down as a maxim, 
that knight - errantry and madneſs were ſynonimous 
181 8 I terms; 
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terms; and that madneſs, though exhibifed in the 
- moſt advantageous and agreeable light, could not 
change its nature, but muſt continue a perverſion of 
ſenſe to the end of the chapter. He perceived the 
additional impreſſion which the brain of his uncle had 
ſuſtained, from the happy manner in which the bene- 
volence of ſir Launcelot had ſo lately operated; and 
began to fear it would be, in a little time, quite ne- 
ceſſary to have recourſe to a commiſſion of lunacy, 
which might not only diſgrace the family of the 
Crowes, but alſo tend to invalidate the ſettlement 
which the captain had already made in favour of our 
young lawyer. eke $37 £ ; 
Perplexed with theſe cogitations, Mr. Clarke ap- 
pealed to our adventurer's own reflection. He expa- 
tiated upon the bad conſequences that would attend 
his uncle's perſeverance in the execution of a ſcheme 
ſo foreign to his faculties; and intreated him, for the 
love of God, to divert him from his purpoſe, either 
by arguments or authority; as, of all mankind, the 
knight alone had gained ſuch an aſcendancy over his 
ſpirits, that he would liſten to his exhortations with 
reſpect and ſubmiſſion. ie! | 
Our adventurer was not ſo mad, but that he ſaw 
and owned the rationality of theſe remarks. He 
readily: undertook to employ all his influence with 
Crowe to diſſuade him from his extravagant deſign; 
and ſeized the firſt opportunity of being alone with 
the captain, to ſignify his ſentiments on this ſubject. 
Captain Crowe (ſaid he), you are then determined 
to proceed in the courſe of knight-errantry?”” 1 
am, (replied the ſeaman) with God's help, d'ye ſee, 
and the aſſiſtance of wind and weather What, 
do ſt thou talk of wind and weather! ' (cried the 
knight, in an elevated tone of affected tranſport) 
without the help of Heaven, indeed, we are all vanity, 
imbecility, weakneſs, and wretchedneſs; but if thou 
art reſolved to embrace the life of an errant, let me not 
hear thee ſo much as whiſper a doubt, a wiſh, a hope, 
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er ſentiment; with/ reſpect to any other obſtacle, which 
wind or weather, fire or water, ſword or famine, 
danger or diſappointment, may throw in the way of 
thy career. Wben the duty of thy profeſſion calls, 
thou muſt fingly ruſh upon innumerable hoſts of 
armed men: thou muſt ſtorm the breach in the mouth 
of: batteries loaded with death and deſtruction, while, 
every ſtep thou moveſt, thou art expoſed to the hor- 
rible exploſion of ſubterranean mines, Which, being 
rung, will whirl thee aloft in air, a mangled corſe, to 
ſeed the fowls of heaven: thou muſt leap into the 
abyſs of diſmal caves and caverns, replete with poi- 
ſonous toads and hiſſing ſerpents: thou muſt phunge 
{ot MJ | into {eas'of burning ſulphur: thou muſt launch upon 
1 the ocean in a craay bark, when the foaming: billows 
. toll mountain high, when the lightning flaſhes, the 
4 thunder roars, and the howling tempeſt blaws, as if it 
1 would commix the jarring elements of air and water, 
3 earth and fire, and reduce all nature to the original 
atiarchy of chaos. Thus involved, thou muſt turn 
thy prow full againſt the fury of the ſtorm, and ſtem 
the boiſterous furge to thy deſtined port, though at the 
1k diſtance of a thouſand leagues—thou muſt” — 
ö 
| 
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e .Avaſt, avaſt, brother, (exclaimed: the impatient 
Crowe) you've: got into the high latitudes, d'ye ſee: 
if ſo be as you ſpank it away at that rate, adad, 1 
can't continue in tow——we muſt caſt off the rope, or 
ware timbers. As for your oſts and breeches, and 
hurling aloft, d'ye ſee, your caves and caverns, whaftling 
fl | tuoads and ſerpents, burning brimſtane and foaming 
1  billows, we muſt take our hap; I value em not a 
1 ten ratline: — but, as for ſailing in the wind's eye, 
it brother, you muſt give me leave—no offence, I hope 
| pretend to be a thorough-bred ſeaman, d'ye fee— 
IT nd Fil be damned if you, or cer an errant that 
= | broke biſcuit ever failed in a three-maſt veſſel with | 
| | | i ave points of the wind, allowing for variation and 
= ke-way.—MNo, no, brother, none of your tricks 
1 upon travellers—I a'n't now to learn my 1 
3 6c icks! 
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the laſt, you muſt uphold her charms, unequalled, 
and her perſon without a parallel.” I do, 4 do up- 
bold ſhe will fail upon a parallel as well as e'er a fri- 
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$. Tricks! (cried the kni ode. , ſtarting up, and laying his 


hand on the Pummel his tword) what! ſuſpect any 


Crowe, ſuppoſing him to be really incenſed, in- 
terrupted him with great earneſtneſs, ſaying, © Nay, 


._ honour!” 


_ don't—what a-pize !—adds-buntlines I didn't go 


to give you the lie, brother, ſmite my limbs: I 
only ſaid as how to fail in the wind's eye was im- 
poſtble.” And I fay unto thee, (reſumed the 
knight), nothing is impoſſible to a true knight - etrant, 
inſpired and animated by loye.” And I fay unto 
— (hollowed Crowe) if ſo be as how love pretends 


to turn his hawſe-holes to the wind, he's no ſeaman, 


d'ye ſee, but a ſnotty-noſed lubberly boy, that knows 


not a cat from a capſtan—a-don't.” 


He that does not believe that love is an in- 
fallible pilot, muſt not embark upon the voyage of 
chivalry; for, next to the protection of Heaven, it 
is fram love that the knight derives all his proweſs 
and glory. The bare name of his miſtreſs invigo- 
rates his arm: the remembrance of her beauty in- 
fuſes in his breaſt the moſt heroic ſentiments of 
courage; while the idea of her chaſtity hedges him 


round like a charm, and renders him in vulnerable to 
the ſword of his antagoniſt. A knight without a 


miſtreſs is a mere non- entity, or at leaſt a monſter in 
nature, a pilot without compaſs, a ſhip without rud- 


der, and muſt be driven to and fro upon the waves of 


diſcomfiture and diſgrace. 
An that be all (replied the ſailor), I told you 


before as how I've got a ſweet-heart, as true a heart · 


ed girl as ever ſwung in canvas What tho'f ſhe. may 


have ſtarted a hoop in rolling - that ane anne 


Il warrant her tight as a nut-ſhell.. 
„ She muſt, in your opinion, be a paragon either 
of beauty or virtue. Now, as you have given 


gate that was rigged to the northward of fifty.“ 
* 4 3 
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“At that rate ſhe muſt rival the attractions of 


her whom I. adore,.but that, I ſay, is impoſſible » the 


perfections of my Aurelia are altogether ſupernatural ; 
and as two ſuns cannot ſhine together in the ſame 


ſphere with equal ſplendor, ſo I affirm, and will prove 


with my OR that your miſtreſs, in compariſon with 


mine, is as a glow-worm to the merkdiza ſun, a ruſh- 
light to the ull moon, or a ſtale mackerel's eye to a 
pear of orient.” —*© Harke, brother, you might give | 


words, however: an we once fall a jawing, d'ye 
ſee; I can heave out as much bilge water as 9 ; 
and ſince you beſmear my ſweet-heart Beſſelia, I can 


as well bedaub your miſtreſs Aurelia, whom I value 


no more than old junk, pork- ſluſh, or king ſtock- 


a fiſh. yo 


That Enough, enough—fuch blaſphemy: ſhall not paſs 


unchaſtiſed. In conſideration of our having fed from 
the ſame table, and maintained together à friendly, 
though ſhort intercourſe, I will not demand the com- 
bat before you are duly prepared. Proceed to the 
firſt great town, where you can be: furniſhed with 
| horſe and harneffing, with arms offenſive and defen- 


five ; provide a truſty ſquire, aſſume a motto and 
device—declare yourſelf a ſon of chivalry; and pro- 
claim the excellence of her who rules your heart. I 


ſhall fetch a compaſs ; and whereſoever we may 


chance to meet, let us engage with equal arms in 
mortal combat, that ſhall decide and determine ths 


diſpute.” 


So ſaying, our adventurer ſtalked wich great - * 
Jemnity into another apartment ; while Crowe, bei 
ſufficiently, irritated, ſnapped his fingers in token 
defiance.” Honeſt Crowe thought himſelf ſcurvily 
uſed by a man whom he had cultivated with ſuch 
humility and veneration; and, after an incoherent 
ejaculation of ſea-oaths, went in queſt of his nephew, 
in order to make him en with this viakicky 
H ou | 


TY 


10 


$IR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 137 


In the mean time fir Launcelot, having ordered 
ſupper, retired into his own chamber; and gave a 
Joofe to the moſt tender emotions of his heart. He 
recollected all the fond ideas which had been excited 

in the courſe of his correſpondence with the charm 
Aurelia. He remembered, with horror, the . — 
letter he had received from that young lady, con- 
taining a formal renunciation of his attachment, fo 
unſuitable to the whole tenor of her character and 
conduct. He revolved the late adventure of the 
coach, and the declaration of Mr. Clarke, with equal 
eagerneſs and aftoniſhment ; and was ſeized with "the 
moſt ardent defire of unravelling a myſtery ſo in- 
tereſting to the predominant paſſion of his heart,— 
All theſe mingled conſiderations produced a kind of 
ferment in the economy of his mind, which ſub- 
ſided into a profound ane compounded of hope 
and peplexity. 

From this trance he was waked by the arrival of 
his ſquire, who entered the room with the blood 
trickling over his noſe, and ſtood before him without 
ſpeaking. When the knight aſked whoſe livery was 
that he wore, he replied, * *Tis your honour's own 
livery :—=T received it on your account, and hope as 
you will quit the ſcore.” Then he proceeded to in- 
form his maſter, that two officers of the army havin 
come into the kitchen, iniifted upon having for their 
{upper the victuals which fir Launcelot had beſpoke; 
and that he, the ſquire, objecting to the propoſal, 
one of them had ſeized the poker, and baſted him 
with his own blood; that when he told them he 
belonged to a knight-errant, and threatened them 
with the vengeance of his maſter, they curſed and 
abuſed bim, calling him Sancho Panza, and ſuch 
dogs names; and bade him tell his maſter Don 
Quickſot, that, if he made any noiſe, they would 
confine him to his cage, and lie with his miſtreſs 
Dulcinea, To be fſure, fir, (ſaid he) they thought 
you as great a nincompoop as your ſquire trim 
tram, 
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tram, like maſter, like man; —but I hope as how 
| Jon will give them 2 Rowland for their Oliver. 

* Miſcreant ! (cried the knight) you have pro- 
voked the gentlemen with your impertinence, and 


they have chaſtiſed you as you deſerve. I tell thee, 


Erabſhaw, they have fayed me the trouble of pu- 
nifhing-thee-with my own hands; and well it is for 
hee; inner as thou art, that abeyt themſelves have 
preformed the office; fox, had they complained to me 

of thy inſelende and ruſticity, by Heaven ! I would 
have. made -thee an example. to all the impudent 
(quires upon the face of the. earth. Hence then, 
avaunts cattif.—Let his majeſty's officers, who per- 
haps are fatigued with hard duty in the ſervice of 


weir country, comfort themſelves with the ſupper 


which, was intended for mes and leave me undiſturb- 
gd to my on meditations“ “ 

Timothy did not require a repetition * this com- 
mand, whigh he forthwith obeyed, growling within 
himſelf, that thenceforward he ſhould let every 
cuckold wear-his own horns; but he could not help 
entertaining ſome-doubts with reſpect to the courage 
of bis maſter, who, he ſuppoſed, was one of thoſe Hec- 
tors who: have their fighting days, but are not at all 
times equally prepared for the combat. 

The en. * taken a flight repaſt, mud to 
his repoſe ; and had for ſome time enjoyed a very 
agreedble flumber, when he was ſtartled by a knock- 
ing at his chamber-door, I beg your honour's 
pardon, (ſaid the landlady) but there are two uncivil 
perſons in the kitchen, who have well nigh turned my 
whole houſe topſy-turvy. Not contented with laying 
violent hands on your honour's ſupper, they want to 
be rude to two young ladies who are juſt arrived, and 
have called for a poſt-chaiſe to go on. They are 
afraid to open their chamber - door to get out and 
the young awoke is like to ibs mne or Eg 
W part” | bis!) E 
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Sir Launeelot, though he refuſed to take notice f 
the inſult. which had been offered to himſelf, ng 
ſooner heard of the diſtreſs of the ladies than he 
ſtarted up, huddled on his cloaths, and, girding his 
ſword to his loins, advanced with a deliberate pace 
to the kitchen, where he perceived Thomas Clarke 
warmly engaged in altercation with a couple of young 
men dreſſed in regimentals, who, with a peculiar aw 
of arrogance and ferocity, treated him with great in- 
folence and contempt. Tom was endeavouring to 
perſuade them, that, in the conſtitution of England, 
the military was always ſubſervient to the civil power; 
and that their behaviour to a couple of helpleſs young 
women was not only unbecoming gentlemen, but ex- 
preſsly contrary to the law, inaſmuch as they might be 
ſued for an aſſault on an action of damages. 
Jo this remonſtrance the two heroes in red re 
plied by a volley of dreadful oaths, intermingled 
with threats, which put the lawyer in ſome pain for 
. While one thus endeavoured to intimidate honeſt 
Tom Clarke, the other thundered at the door of the 
apartment to which the ladies had retired, demanding 
admittance, but received no other anſwer than a loud 
ſhriek. Our adventurer advancing to this uncivil 
champion, accofted him thus in a grave and ſolemn 

tone: Aſſuredly I could not have believed, ex- 
cept: upon the evidence of my own ſenſes, that perſons 
who have the appearance of gentlemen, and bear his 
majeſty's honourable commiſſton in the army, could 
| behave ſo wide of the decorum due to ſociety, of a 
proper reſpect to the laws, of that humanity which 
we .owe to our fellow creatures, and that delicate re- 
gard for the fair-fex, which ought to prevail in the 
breaſt of every gentleman, and which in particular 
dignifies the character of a ſoldier. To whom ſhall 
that weaker though more amiable part of the crea- 
tion, fly for u "rhe if they are inſulted and out- 


raged by thoſe whoſe more immediate duty it is * un 
N : or 


V 
N 1 — 
— 
. 
- 


140 THE ADVENTURES OTC 
ford them ſecurity and defence from injury and vio- 
lence ? What right have you, or any man upon earth, 
to excite riot in a public inn, which may be deemed 
a temple facred to hoſpitality,” to diſturb the quiet 
of your fellow-gueſts, ſome of them perhaps ex- 
hauſted by fatigue, ſome of them invaded by diſ- 
temper; to interrupt the king's lieges in their courſe 
of journeying upon their lawful occaſions? Above all, 
bo wes motive hut wanton barbarity, could prompt 
u to violate the apartment, and terrify the tender 
5 of two helpleſs young ladies, travelling no doubt 
upon ſome cruel: emergency, which compels them, un- 
attended, to emen, in the . 85 the __— of the 
hway. “ 
high Heark "ry Don Botklem; (ald as captain, ſtrut⸗ 
ting up and cocking his hat in the face of our ad- 
venturer) you may be as mad as e'er a ſtraw- crowned 
monarch in Moorfields for avght I care, but damme! 
don't you be ſaucy; otherwile I ſhall dub your wor- 
ſhip with a good ſtick acroſs your ſhoulders.” — 
* How! petulant boy (cried the knight), ſince you 
are ſo ignorant of urbanity, I will give you a leſſon 
that you ſhall not eaſily forget.“ So ſaying, he un- 
ſheathed his ſword, and called upon the ſoldier to draw 


in his defence. 


The reader may re ſeen” the phyſiognomy of a 
ſtockholder. at Jonathan's when the rebels were at 
Derby, or the features of a bard when accoſted by a 
bailff, or the countenance of an alderman when his 
banker. ſtops payment; if he has ſeen either of theſe 
phenomena, he may conceive the appearance that 
was now exhibited by the viſage of the ferocious cap- 
tain, when the naked ſword of fir Launcelot glanced 
before: his eyes ; far from attempting to produce. his 
own, which was of unconſcionable length, he ſtood mo- 
tionleſs as a ſtatue, ſtaring with the moſt ghaſtly look 
of terrorandaſtoniſhment. His companion, who partoox 
of his panic, ſezing matters brought to a very ſerious: 
1 interpoſed with a. creſt- fallen countenance, af- 

ſuring 
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ſuring fir Launcelot they had no intention to quar- 
rel, and what they had done was entirely. for the ſake 


of the frolick. _ 

* By ſuch . (cried the knight), you become 
nuiſances to ſociety, bring yourſelves into contempt, 
and diſgrace the corps to which you belong. I 
now perceive the truth of the obſervation, that cruelty 


always reſides with - cowardice. - My contempt is 


changed into compaſſion; and, as you are probably 


of good families, I muſt inſiſt upon this young man's 


drawing his ſword, and acquitting himſelf in ſuch 


a manner as may ſcreen him from the moſt infa- 


mous cenſure which an officer can undergo.” — 


8 Lack-a-day, Sir, (faid the other) we are no 4 


ficers, but prentices to two London haberdaſhers, 
travellers for orders; Captain is a good travelling 


name, and we have dreſſed ourſelves like officers to 


procure more reſpect upon the road.“ 
The knight ſaid he was very glad, for the honour 
of the ſervice, to find they were impoſtors, though 
they deſerved to be chaſtiſed for arrogating to them- 
ſelves an honourable character, which they had not 
ſpirit to ſuſtain. 55 N 
Theſe words were ſcarce pronounced, when Mr. 
Clarke approaching one of the bravadoes, who had 
threatened to crop his ears, beſtowed ſuch a benedic- 
tion on his jaw, as he could not receive without 


immediate humiliation ; while Timothy Crabſhaw, 
ſmarting from his broken head and his want of ſupper, 


faluted the other with a Yorkſhire bug, that laid him 
acroſs the body of his companion. In a word, the 
two pſeudo-officers were - very roughly handled for 
their preſumption in pretending to act characters for 
which they were ſo ill qualified. 

While Clarke and Crabſhaw were thus laudably 


employed, the two young ladies paſſed through the 
kitchen ſo ſuddenly, that the Knight had only a 


tranſient glimpſe of their backs, and they diſap- 


1 before he could water. make a tender of his 


ſervices. 
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ſervices: The'truth is, they dreaded ankles ſo much 
as their being diſcovered, and took the firſt opportu- 
nity of gliding into the chaiſe, which had been for 
eme time walting in the paſſage. 
Mr. Clarke was much more nee hm 
our adventurer by their ſudden eſcape. He ran with 
eagerneſs to the door, and, perceiving, they 
were flown, returned to fir Launcelot, ſaying, * Lord 
ble my foul, Sir, didn't you ſee who it was?“ 
« Hah! how | (exclaimed the knight, reddening 
with alarm) who was it? One of them (replied 


the lawyer) was Dolly, our old landlady's daughter 


at the Black Lion,—I knew her when firſt ſhe light- 
oy notwithſtanding her being neatly dreſſed in a 
2 joſeph, which, I'll affure you, Sir, becomes her 
arkably well.—]'d never deſire to ſee a prettier 
ereature. As for the other, ſhe's a very genteel 
woman, but whether old or young, ugly or hand- 
ſome, I can't. pretend to ſay, for ſhe was maſqued.— 
T had juſt time to ſalute Dolly, and aſk a few queſ- 
tions ;—but all ſhe could tell me was, that the 
maſqued lady's name was Miſs Meadows; ; and that 
the, Dolly, was hired as her waiting woman.” 
When the name of Meadows was moo HAR fir 


Lance, whoſe ſpirits had been in violent com- 


motion, became ſuddenly calm and ſerene, and he 

to communicate to Clarke the dialogue which 
had 'paſſed between him and captain Crowe, when 
the hoſtels, addreſſing herſelf to our errant, Well, 
(aid ſhe) I have had the honour to accommo- 
date many ladies of the firſt faſhion at the White 
Hart, both young and old, proud and lowly, ordinary 


and handſome ; but ſuch a miracle as Miſs Meadows 


I never yet did ſee, Lord, let me never thrive but 1 
think the is of ſomething. more than a human crea- 
ture 0! had your honour but ſet eyes on her, 
you would have ſaid it was a viſion from heaven, a 

„Ckerubim of beauty: for my part, E can hardly think 
* was any” thing but a dream—then ſo W | 
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0 good- natured and generous! T fay, bleffed is tlie 
young woman who tends upon ſuch à heavenly rea- 
ture —and poor dear young lady! ſhe ſeems to be 
under grief and affliction, for the tears ſtole down her 
lovely cheeks, and looked for all the world like orient 
pearl.” d DOT SOErt e 
Sir Launcelot liftened attentively to the deſeription, 
which reminded him of his dear Aurelia, and, fighing 
bitterly, withdrew to his own apartment. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Whick fhews, py 
' That a man cannot always ſip, 
When the cup is at his lip. 


uosk who have felt the doubts, the jealouſies, 
the reſentments, the humiliations, 165 hopes, 
the deſpair, the impatience, and, in a word, the in- 
finite diſquiets of love, will be able to conceive the 
ſea of agitation on which our. adventurer was toſſed 
all night long, without repoſe or intermiſſion. Some- 
times he reſolved to employ all his induſtry and ad- 
dreſs in diſcovering the place in which Aurelia was 
ſequeſtered, that he might reſcue her from the ſup- 
poſed reſtraint to which ſhe had been ſubjected. But, 
when his heart beat high with the anticipation of this 
exploit, he was ſuddenly invaded, and all his ardour 
checked by the remembrance of that fatal letter, writ- 
ten and figned by her own hand, which had divorced 
him from all hope, and firſt unſettled his underſtand. 
ing. The emotions waked by this remembrance were 
ſo ſtrong, that he leaped from the bed, and, the fire 
being ſtill burning in the chimney, lighted a candle, 
that he might once more banquet his {pleen by read- 
ing the original billet, which, together with the ring 
he had received from Miſs - Darnel's mother, he kept 
m a ſmall box, carefully depoſited within his portman- 
| | | teau. - 
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. being inſtantly unlocked, he unfolded the 


, and recited the contents in theſe words: 


: : * Sir, obliged as I am by the paſſion you profeſs 
.and the . with which you endeavour to give 


me the moſt convincing proof of your regard, I feel 


ſome reluctance in making you acquainted with a 


circumſtance, which, in all probability, you will not 


learn without ſome diſquiet. But the affair is become 
fo intereſting, I am compelled to tell you, that how- 


ever agreeable your propoſals may have been to thoſe 
whom I thought it my duty to pleaſe by every rea- 
ſonable conceſſion, and howſoever you may have been 
flattered by the ſeeming complacency with which 1 
have heard your addreſſes, I now find it abſolutely 
neceſſary to ipeak in a deciſive ſtrain, to aſſure you, 
that, without ſacrificing my own peace, I cannot ad- 
mit a continuation of your correſpondence ; and that 
your regard for me will be beſt ſhewn by your de- 
ſiſting from a purſuit, which is altogether inconſiſtent 
with the hu of 


AURELIA "EET 


Having pronounced aloud the words that com- 
poſed this diſmiſſion, he haſtily replaced the cruel 


ſcroll, and, being too well acquainted with the hand 


to harbour the leaſt doubt of its being genuine, threw 
himſelf into his bed in a tranſport of deſpair, mingled 
with reſentment ; during the predominancy of which 
he determined to proceed in the career of adventure, 
and endeayour to forget the unkindneſs of his miſtreſs 

amidſt. the ayocations of knight-errant 
Such was the reſolution that governed his thoughts; 
when he roſe in the morning,. ordered Crabſhaw to 
ſ: addle Bronzomarte, and demanded a bill of his ex- 
pence. Before theſe orders could be executed, the 
good woman. of the houſe entering his apartment, told 
him, with marks of concern, that the poor young lady, 
Nis , had rcpped her W in the 
7 next 
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| next chamber, where it was found by the hoſtels, who 
now preſented it unopenec. | 
Our knight, nes * called in Mrs. Oakley and. her 
fon as-witnefles, unfolded the book without reading 
one ſyllable of the'contents, and found init five bank-. 
notes, amounting to two hundred and thirt pounds. 
Perceiving at once that the loſs of this treaſure might 
be attended with the moſt embarrafling conſequences 
to the owner, and reflecting that this was a caſe. 
which demanded the immediate interpoſition and 
aſſiſtance of chivalry, he declared that he himſelf 
would convey it ſafely into the hands of Miſs Mea- 
dows; and deſired to know the road ſhe had purſued, 
that he might ſet out in queſt of her without a mo- 
ment's delay. It was not without ſome difficulty that 
this information was obtained from the poſt- boy, who 
had been enjoined ſecrecy by the lady, and even gra- 
tified with a handſome reward for his promiſed diſ- 
cretion. The ſame method was uſed to make him 
diſgorge his truſt ; he undertook to conduct fir Laun-, 
celot, who hired a | poſt-chaiſe for diſpatch, and imme- 
diately departed, after deen directed his ſquire . 
follow his track with the horſes. 
Vet, whatever haſte he made, it is abſolutely 1 . 
ceſſary for the reader's ſatisfact ion that we ſhould out- 
ſtrip the chaiſe, and viſit the ladies before his arrival. 
We ſhall. therefore, without circumlocution, premule, 
that Miſs Meadows was no other, than that paragon 
of beauty and goodneſs, the all-accompliſhed Miſs 
Aurelia Darnel. She had, with that meeknels of re- 
ſignation peculiar to herſelf, for ſome, years ſubmitted. 
to every ſpecies of oppreſſion which her uncle's ty- 
ranny. of diſpoſition could plan, and his unlimited 
power of guardianſhip execute, till at length! it roſe 
to ſuch a pitch of deſpotiſm as ſhe could not endure. 
He had projected a match between his niece and one 
Philip Sycamore, eſq. a young man who poſſeſſed a 
pretty conſiderable eſtate in the North Country; who, 
liked Aurelia's perſon, but was enamoured of her for- 
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tune, and had offered to purchaſe Anthony's intereft 


and alliance with certain conceſſions, which could not 
but be agreeable to a man of looſe ex rinciples, who would 
have found it a difficult taſk to ttle the accounts of 
his wardſhip. 

According to the preſent eſtimate of matrimonial 
felicity, Sycamore might have found admittance as a 
future ſon-in-law to any private family in the kingdom. 
He was by birth a gentleman, tall, ſtrait, and muſcular, 
with a: fair, ſleek, unmeaning Race: that promiſed more 
fmplicity than ill- nature. His education had not 
been neglected, and he inherited an eſtate of five 
thouſand a year. Miſs Darnel however had penetra- 
tion enough to diſcover and deſpiſe him, as a ſtrange 
compoſition of rapacity and profuſion, abſurdity 
and 'good-ſenſe, baſhfulneſs and impudence, ſelf- con- 


cCeit and diffidence, awkwardneſs and oſtentation, i in⸗ 


ſolence and nature, raſhneſs and timidity. He 
was continually ſurrounded and preyed upon by cer- 
tain vermin called _ led-captains and buffoons, who 
ſhewed' him in teading-ftrmgs like a ſucking giant, 
riffed his pockets without ceremony, ridiculed him to 
his face, traduced his character, and expoſed him in 
a thouſand ludicrous attitudes for the diverſion of the 
public; while all the time he knew their knavery, ſaw 
their drift, deteſted their morals, and deſpiſed their 

underſtanding. He was ſo infatuated by indolenee of 


| thopghtz and communication with folly, that he would 


have rather ſuffered himſelf tobe led into a ditch with 
company, than be at the pains of going over a bridge 
alonè; and involved himſelf in a thouſand difficulties, 
the natural conſequences of an error in the. firſt con- 
coction, which, though he plainly faw it, he had not 
reſolution enough to avoid. 

Such was the character of ſquire Sycamore, who 
en himſelf the rival of ſir Launcelot Greaves in 
the goed graces of Miſs. Aurelia Darnel. He had in 


this t perſevered with more conſtancy and for- 


titude than he ever exerted in any r inſtance. K 
4 


„ 
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Being generally needy from extravagance, he was 
ſtimulated by his wants, and animated by his vanity, 
which was artfully inſtigated by his followers, who 
hoped to ſhare the oils of his ſucceſs. Theſe mo- 
tives were reinforced by the inceſſant and eager ex- 
hortations of Anthony Darnel, who ſeeing his ward in 


the laſt year of her minority, thought there was no 


time to be loſt in ſecuring his own indemnification, 
and ſnatching his niece for ever from the hopes of fir 
Launcelot, whom he now hated with redoubled ani- 
moſity. 1 Aurelia deaf to all his remonſtrances, 
proof againſt ill-uſage, and reſolutely averſe to the 


propoſed union with Sycamore, he endeavoured to 
detach her thoughts from fir Launcelot, by forging 


tales to the prejudice of his conſtancy and moral cha- 


rafter; and, finally, by recapitulating the proofs and 
inſtances of his diſtraction, which he particularized | 


* the moſt malicious exaggerations. 
In ſpite of all his arts, he found it im practicable to 


furmount her objections to the purpoſed alliance, and 


therefore changed his battery. Inſtead of transferring 
her to the arms of his friend, he reſolved to detain 


her in his own power by a legal claim, which would 
inveſt him with the uncontrouled management of her 


affairs. This was a charge of lunacy, in conſequence 
of which he hoped to obtain a commiſſion, to ſecure 
a jury to his wiſh, and be appointed ſole committee of 
her perſon, as well as ſteward on her eſtate, of which 
he would then be heir apparent. 

As the firſt ſteps towards the execution of: this 
honeſt ſcheme, he had ſubjected Aurelia to the _ 


intendency and direction of an old duenna, who had 


been formerly the procureſs of his pleaſures; and hired 


a new ſet of ſervants, who were given to underſtand, at 


their firſt admiſſion, that the een lady was diſor- 
dered i in her brain. 


An impreſſion of this nature is eaſily preſerved 


among ſervants; when'the'maſter of the family thinks 


Ks intereſt is concerned. m apa: the ty: 
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of his domeſtics, perverted into the effects of inſanity; - 
and the fame interpretation was ſtrained upon her moſt 
indifferent words and actions. af 


circulated in whiſpers, and ſoon reached the ears of 
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The melancholy. produced from her confinement, i 
and the vivacity of her reſentment under ill-uſage, 


were, by the addreſs of Anthony, and the prepoſſeſſion 
The tidings of Miſs Darnel's diſorder were carefully 


Mr. Sycamore, who was not at all pleaſed witli the 
information. From bis knowledge of Anthony's diſ- 


poſition, he ſuſpected the truth of the report; and 


unvulling to ſee ſuch a prize raviſhed as it were from 
his graſp, he, with the advice and aſſiſtance of his 
myrmidons, reſolved to ſet the captive at liberty, in 
full hope of turning the adventure to his own advan- 


tage; for he argued in this manner: If ſhe is in fact 
compos mentis, her gratitude will operate in my behalf, 


and even prudence will adviſe her to embrace the prof- 
fered aſylum from the villany of her uncle. If ſhe is 
really diſordered, it will be no great difficulty to de- 


ceive her into marriage, and then I become her truſtee 


of courle.”” . N | 

The plan was well conceived, but Sycamore had 
not diſcretion enough to keep his own counſel. ' From 
weakneſs and vanity he blabbed the deſign, which in 
a little time was communicated to Anthony Darnel, 
and he took his precautions accordingly. Being in- 


firm in his own perſon, and conſequently unfit for 


_ oppoſing the violence of ſome deſperadoes, whom he 


knew to. be the ſatellites of Sycamore, he prepared a 
private retreat for his ward at the houſe of an old gen- 
tleman, the companion of his youth, whom he had 
impoſed upon with the fiction of her being diſordered 
in her underſtanding, and amuſed with a ſtory of a 


dangerous deſign upon her perſon. Thus cautioned 


and inſtructed, the gentleman had gone with his own 


roach and ſervants to receive Aurelia and her gover- 


nante at a third houſe, to which ſhe. had been pri- 


yately removed from her uncle's habitation; and in 
9 „ this 
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this journey it was that ſhe had been fo accidentally - 


rotected from the violence of the robbers by the in- 
rpoſition and proweſs of our adventurer. 

As he did not wear his helmet in that exploit, ſhe re- 
eognized his features as he paſſed the coach, and, ſtruck 


with the apparition, ſhrieked aloud. She had been 
' affured by her guardian that his deſign was to convey 
her to her own houſe; but perceiving in the ſequel that 


the carriage ſtruck off upon a different road, and finding 
herſelf in the hands of ſtrangers, ſhe began to dread a 


much more diſagreeable fate, and conceive doubts 


| and 1deas that filled her tender heart with horror and 


affliction. * When ſhe expoſtulated with the duenna, 


ſhe: was treated like a changeling, 'admoniſhed. to be 
quiet, and reminded that ſhe was under the direction 


of | thoſe WhO would manage her with a tender regard 
to her own welfare, and the honour of her family. 
When ſhe addreſſed herſelf to the old gentleman, who 


was not much ſubject to the emotions of humanity, 
and beſides firmly perſuaded that ſhe was deprived of 


her reaſon, he made no anſwer, but laid his Roger an 
his mouth by way of enjoining ſilence. 

This myſterious behaviour aggravated the ſvg of 
the poor 199 young lady; and her terrors waxed 
ſo ſtrong, that when ſhe ſaw Tom Clarke, whoſe face 
he knew, ſhe called aloud for aſſiſtance, and even 
pronounced the name of his patron ſir Launcelot 
Greaves, which ſhe imagined might ſtimulate him 
the more to attempt ſomething for her deliverance. 


The reader has already been informed in what 


manner the endeavours of Tom and his uncle miſ- 
carried. Miſs Darnel's new keeper having, in the 


cCourſe of his journey, halted for refreſhment at the 
Black Lion, of which being landlord, he believed the 


good woman and her family were entirely devoted to 


his will and pleaſure, Aurelia found an opportunity, 


of {peaking in private to Dolly, who had a very pre- 


potleſling appearance. She conveyed a purſe of money 


into the bands at this young woman, * un while 
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the tears trickled down her cheeks, chat ſhe was 3 


young lady of fortune, in danger, as ſhe apprehended, 
of aſſaſſination. This hint, which ſhe ee ee. | 
in a whiſper while the governante ſtood at the other 
end of the room, Was ſufficient to intereſt the com- 
paſſionate Dolly. in her behalf. As ſoon as the coach 
departed, ſhe made her mother acquainted with the 
tranſaction 3 and as they naturally concluded: that 
the lady expected their affiftance, they re- 
folved to 3 hemfetves . 1 her con- 
fidence. 1 ＋ ee * 
Doll having 1 in their Ian A un couns 
We nei one of her own profeſſed A they ſet 
out together for the houſe of the gentleman in which 


the fair priſoner was confined, and waited for her in 


ſecret at the end of a pleaſant park, in which they 
naturally concluded ſhe might be indulged with the 


privilege of taking the air. The event juſtified their 


conception; on the very firſt day of their watch they 

her approach, accompanied by her duenna. 
Dolly and her attendant immediately tied their horſes 
to a ſtake, and retired into a thicket, which Aurelia 


did not fail to enter. Dolly forthwith appeared, and, 


taking her by the hand, led her to the horſes, one of 
which ſhe mounted in the utmoſt hurry and trepi- 
dation, while the countryman bound the duenna with 


à cord prepared for the purpoſe, gagged her mouth, 


and tied her to a tree, where he left her to her own 
meditations. Then he mounted before Dolly, and 


khrough unfrequented 2 conducted his charge to 


an inn on the poſt- 
their reception. | 

As he refuſed to proceed P left his als 
from his'own home ſhould create ſuſpicion, Aurelia 
rewarded him liberally, but would not part with 


where a chaife was ready for 


her faithful Dolly, who indeed had no inclina- 


tioty to be dliſcharged; ſuch an affection and at- 
tachment had ſhe already acquired for the amiable 


fugitive, though ſhe knew neither her ſtory, nor her 


true name, Aurelia thou — proper te conceal 
an 
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and aſſumed the fictitious appellation of Meadows, 
until ſhe ſhould be better acquainted with the difpo- 
ſition and diſcretion of her new attendant. 

be fir 


flutter- of her ſpirits, was to make the beſt of her way 
10 London, where ſhe thought ſhe might find an 

aſylum in the houſe. of a female relation, married to 
an eminent phyſician, known by. the name of Kawdle. 


| In the execution of this haſty reſolve Ihe travelled at 


a violent rate, from ſtage to ſtage, in a carriage drawn 
by four horſes, without halting for neceſſary refreſh- 
ment or repoſe, until ſhe judged herſelf out of danger 
of being overtaken. As ſhe appeared overwhelmed 
with grief and conſternation, the good · natured Dolly 
endeavoured to alleviate her diſtreſs with diverting 
diſcourſe, and, among other leſs intereſting ſtories, 
entertained her with the adventures of fir Launcelot 


and captain Crowe, which ſhe had ſeen and heard re - 


cited while they remained at the Black Lion; nor did 


ſhe fail to introduce Mr. Thomas Clarke in her nar- 


rative, with ſuch a favourable repreſentation of his 
perſon and character, as plainly diſcoyered that her 
on heart had received a rude ſhock em the. irre- 
ſiſtible force of his qualifications. | | 

The hiſtory of fir Launcelot Greaves was a theaie 


1 effectually fixed the attention of Aurelia, diſ- 


tracted as her ideas muſt have been by the circum- 
ſtances of her preſent ſituation. The particulars of 
his conduct ſince the correſpondence between him and 
her had ceaſed, ſhe heard with equal concern and 
aſloniſhment; for, how far ſoever ſhe deemed herſelf 


detached from all poſſibility of future connexion with 


that young gentleman, ſhe was not made of ſuch in- 
different ſtuff as to learn without emotion the cala- 
mitous diſorder of an accompliſhed. youth, 'whoſe ex- 
traordinary, virtues ſhe. could not but revere. 1.) 
As they had deviated from the poſt-road, taken 
precautions to conceal their route, and made ſuch 
progres that they were now within one day's journey 


L 4 of 


reſolution ſhe could take in the preſent ; 
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of London, the careſul and affectionate Dolly, wing 


her dear lady quite exhauſted with fatig 


ue, uſed all 
her natural rhetoric, which was very 


rful, "hr, 8 
with tears that flowed from the heart, in perſuadin 


| Aurelia to enjoy ſome repoſe; and ſo far ſhe ſuceeede 


in the attempt, that for one night the toil of travel 


tin was intermitted. This receſs from incredible 


fatigue was a pauſe that afforded our adventurer time 
to overtake them before they reached the 5 mg 
that vaſt labyrinth, in which Aurelia thight have been 
On THO * 

It was in the afternoon &f the day isch TicchGded 
r rture from the White Hart, that ſit Launcelot 
arrived at the inn, where Miſs Aurelia Darnel had 


beſpoke a diſni of tea, and a poſt- chaĩſe for the next 


ſtage. He had by inquiry traced her à conſiderable 
way, without ever dreaming who the perſon really 
was whom he thus purſued, and now he deſired to 
ſpeak with her attendant. Dolly was not a little ſur- 
priſed to ſee ſir Launcelot Greaves, of whoſe character 
ſhe had conceived a very ſublime idea from the/nar- 
rative of Mr. Thomas Clarke; but ſſie was ſtill more 
ſurpriſed when he gave ber to underſtand that he had 


charged himſelf with the pocket-book; „containing the 


bank notes which Miſs Meadows had dropped in the 
-houſe where they had been threatened with inſult. 


- Mifs Darnel had not yet diſcovered her diſaſter, when 


her attendant, running into the apartment, preſented 
the prize whieh ſhe had received from our adventurer, 
with his compliments to Miſs” Meadows, implying 
a requeſt to be admitted into her preſence, that he 
mi ht make a perſonal tender of his beſt ſervices. 
t is not to be ſuppoſed that the amiable Aurelia 
-Nenrd! unmoved ſuch a meſſage from a perſon, whom 
her- maid . diſcovered to be the identical ſir Launcelot 
Greaves, vhoſe ſtory ſhe had fo lately related: but 
nas thé enſuing ſcene requires freſh attention in the 

Eg we ſhall defer it el knother A when 
ds 
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bis ſpirits ſhall be recruited from the fatigue of this 
chapter. : | OMEN 
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Tus mind of the delicate Aurelia was ſtrangely 
1 agitated by the intelligence whichiſhe:received, 


with ker pocket- book, from Dolly. Confounded as 
ſhe was by the nature -of) her" ſituation; ſhe at once 
perceived that ſhe could not, with any regard to the 
dictates of gratitude, refuſe complying with the requeſt 
of fir Launcelot; but, in the firſt hurry of her em- 
tion, ſhe directed Dolly to beg, in her name; that ſhe 
might be excuſed for wearing a maſque at the intet- 
| view which he defired, as ſhe had particular reaſons, 
which concerned her peace, for retaining that diſguiſe. 
Our adventurer ſubmitted to this preliminary With a 
good grace, as he had nothing in view but the injunc- 
tions of his order, and the duties of humanity; and he 
was admitted without further preambdee. 
When he entered the room, he could not help being 
ſtruck with the preſence of Aurelia. Her ſtature was 
improved ſince he had ſeen her; her ſhape was exqui- 
ſitely formed; and ſhe received him with an air of 
dignity, which impreſſed him with a very ſublime idea 
of her perſon and character. She was no leſs affected 
at the ſight of our adventurer, who, though caſed in 
armour, appeared with his head uncovered; and the 
® exerciſe of travelling had thrown ſuch a glow of health 
and vivacity on his features, which were naturally 
elegant and expreſſive, that we will venture to ſay, 
there was not in all England a couple that excelled 
this amiable pair in perſonal beauty and accompliſh- 
ments. Aurelia ſhone with all the fabled graces of 
nymph or goddeſs; and to ſir Launcelot might be ap- 
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lcd, what-the divine poet Arioſto ſays of vine | 
Zerbino: 


| Nature il fece e poi ruppe la flampas \ 
When Nature ſtamp'd him, ſhe the dye deſtroy'd. 


Our adventurer, having made his obeiſance to this 


poſed | Miſs Meadows, told her, that although he 


$r our himſelf highly honoured in being admitted to 
ber preſence, and allowed to pay his reſpects to her, 


us ſupetior beings: ate adored, unſeen; yet his pleaſure 


would receive à very conſiderable addition, if ſhe 
would be pleaſed to withdraw that invidious veil, that 
de might have a glimſe of the divinity which it con- 
cealeddl. Aurelia —— took off her maſque, 


— With a faultering accent, . cannot be ſo un- 


as to deny fach a ſmall favour to a gentle- 

man who kas laid me under the moſt, important ob- 
—— W.. TI be 

The — apparition of Miſs 4 Darnel, 

beaming with all the emanations of ripened beauty, 


| dluſhing with all the graces of the moſt lovely con- 


fuſion, could not hut produce a violent effect upon 


the mind of ſir Launcelot Greaves. He was, indeed, 
overwhelmed with a mingled tranſport of afloniſhment, 


-admiration, affliction; and awe. The colour vaniſhed 
from his cherks, and he ſtood gazing upon her, in 


ſilence, with the: moſt hatie exprefiign of id 


rap! 


Aurelia s infected by his Wander: he began to 


tremble, and the roſes fluctuated on her face.“ I 


cannot forget (ſaid ſhe) that I owe my life to the 


courage and humanity of fir Launcelot Greaves, and 


j that he at the ſame: time reſcued from the moſt 
dreadful death a dear and venerable parent. Would 


to heaven ſhe ſtill ſurvived ! - (cried our adventurer 


with great emotion.) She was the friend of my youth, 
the kind paironeſs of my felicity.! my guardian angel 


forſook me when ſhe expired | her th e are 


ti . 551 tf 
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While he pronounced theſe words ſhe lifted her 
handkerchief to her fair eyes, and, after ſome pauſe, 
proceeded in a tremulous tone, I hope, ſir— I hope 
you have -I ſhould be ſorry—pardon me, fir, I cannot 
reflect upon ſuch an intereſting ſubject inmoved 
Here ſhe fetched a deep ſigh, that was accompanied 
with a flood of tears; while the knight continued to 
bend his eyes upon her with the utmoſt eagerneſs of 
attention. wh TH nor 1H 
Having recollected herſelf a little, ſheendeavoured to 
ift the converſation: * You have been abroad ſince 
I had the pleaſure to ſee you hope you were agree- 
ably. amuſed in your travels. No, madam, (ſaid 
our hero, drooping his head) I haye been unfortunate.” 
When ſhe, with the moſt enchanting ſweetneſs of be- 
nevolence, expreſſed her concern to hear he had been 
_ unhappy, and her hope that his misfortunes were not 
paſt. remedy; he lifted up his eyes, and fixed-them 
upon her again with a look of tender dejection: 
„Cut off (ſaid he) from the poſſeſſion of what my 
ſoul held moſſ dear, I wiſhed for death, and was viſited 
by diſtraction. I have been abandoned by my reaſon 
my youth is for ever blaſted.” — 75 
The tender heart of Aurelia could bear no more 
her knees began to totter; the luſtre vaniſhed from 
her eyes, and ſhe fainted in the arms of her attendant. 
Sir Launcelot, arouſed by this circumſtance, aſſiſted 
Dolly in ſeating her miſtreſs on a couch, where ſhe 
ſoon recovered, and ſaw the knight on his knees 
before her. I am ſtill happy (faid he) in being able 
to move your compaſſion, though I have been held 
unworthy of your eſteem. Do me juſtice, (ſhe 
replied) my | beſt eſteem has been always inſepara- 
bly e with the character of ſir Launcelot 
Greaves. —* Is it poſſible? (cried our hero) then 
ſurely I haye no reaſon to complain. If I have moved 
your. compaſſion, and poſſeſs your eſteem, I am but 
one degree ſhort of ſupreme happineſs that, how- 
ever, is a gigantic ſtep.— O Miſs Darnel! when I re- 
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member that dear, that melancholy momen '—S9 
ſaying, he gently touched her hand, in order to preſs it 


to his lips, and perceived'on her finger the very indi- 


vidual ring which he had preſented in her mother's 


20 1 — as an interchanged teſtimony of plighted 


th. Starting at the well-known object, the ſight 


| of which conjured up a ftrange confuſion of ideas, 


„This (ſaid he) was once the pledge of ſomething 
ſtill more cordial than eſteem.” Aurelia, bluſhing at 
this remark, while her eyes lightened with unuſual 
vivacity, replied; in a ſeverer tone, © Sir, you beſt 
know how it loſt its original ſignification.” —* By 
heaven! I do not; madam, (exclaimed ouradventurer.) 
With me it was ever held a ſacred idea throned 
within my heart, cheriſhed with ſuch fervency of 
regard, with ſuch reverence of affection, as the devout 
anchorite more unreaſonably pays to thoſe ſainted re- 
liques that conſtitute the object of his adoration.” — 
«And, like thoſe reliques, (anſwered Miſs Darnel) I 
have been inſenfible of my votary's devotion. A 
faint I muſt have been, or ſomething more, to know 
the ſentiments of your heart by inſpiration.” —* Did 
1 forbear, (ſaid he) to expreſs, to repeat, to enforce the 
dictates of the pureſt paſſion that ever warmed the 
human breaſt, until I was denied acceſs, and formally 
diſcarded” by that cruel diſmiſſion.“— J muſt beg 


your pardon, fir, (cried Aurelia, interrupting him 


haſtily) I know not what you mean.” —“ That 
fatal ſentence, (fad he) if not pronounced by your 
own lips, at leaſt written by your own. fair hand, 
which drove me out an exile for ever from the 
paradiſe of your affection.““ “ I would not (ſhe 
replied) do ſir Launcelot Greaves the injury to ſup- 
poſe him capable of impoſition; but you talk of 
things to which I am an utter ſtranger. I have a 
right, ſir, to demand of your honour, that you 
will not impute to me your breaking off a connec- 


tion, which—I would rather wiſh—had never 


Heaven and earth! what do I hear? (cried our 
impatient knight) have I not the baleful letter to 
| „ produce? 
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produce? What elſe but Miſs Darnel's explicit and 
expreſs declaration could have deſtroyed the ſweeteſt 
hope that ever cheered my ſoul; could have obliged 
me to reſign all claim to that felicity for which alone 
J wiſhed to live; could have filled my boſom with 
unutterable ſorrow and deſpair; could have even di- 
veſted me of reaſon, and driven me from the ſociety 
of men, a poor, forlorn, wandering lunatic, ſuch as you 
ſee me now proſtrate -at your ö all the bloſſoms 
of my youth withered, all the honours of my family 
decayed?ꝰ dei F bog lcd ib 
- Aurelia looking wiſtfully at her lover, © Sir, (ſaid 
ſhe) you overwhelm me with amazement and anxiety}: 
you are impoſed upon, if you have received any fuch 
letter: you are deceived, if you thought Aurelia 
Darnel could be ſo inſenſible, ungrateful, and in- 
conſtant.“ „ Hoff en ais A. 
This laſt word ſhe pronounced with ſome heſitation, 
and a downcaſt look, while her face underwent 'a: 
total ſuffuſion, and the Knight's heart began to palpi- 
tate with all the violence of emotion. He eagerly 
imprinted a kiſs upon her hand, exclaiming, in inter- 
rupted phraſe, Can it be poſfible? Heaven grant + 
Sure this is no illuſion! O, madam !—ſhall I call 
you my Aurelia? My heart is burſting with a thou- 
ſand fond thoughts and preſages. You ſhall ſee that 
dire paper which hath been the ſource of all my woes 
—it is the conſtant companion of my travels—laſt 
night I nouriſhed my chagrin with the peruſal of its 
horrid contents ) | 
Aurelia expreſſed great impatience to view the 
cruel forgery, for ſuch ſhe aſſured him it muſt be: 
but he could not gratify her deſire till the arrival of 
his ſervant with the portmanteau. In the mean time, 
tea was called. The lovers were ſeated: he looked 
and languiſhed ; ſhe fluſhed and faultered: all was 
doubt and delirium, fondneſs and flutter. Their 
mutual diſorder communicated itſelf to the kind- - 
hearted ſympathizing Dolly, who had been witneſs 4 
t 
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the interview, and deeply affected with the diſcloſure 
of the ſcene. Unſpeakable was her ſurprize when ſhe 
found her miſtreſs, Miſs Meadows, was no other than 
the celebrated Aurelia Darnel, whoſe elogium ſhe had 
heard ſo eloquently pronounced by her ſweet- heart 
Mr. Thomas Clarke; a diſcovery which ſtill more 
endeared her lady to her affection. She had wept 
plentifully at the progreſs of their mutual explanation; 
and was now ſo diſconcerted, that ſlie ſcarce knew the 
meaning of the orders ſhe had received: ſhe ſet the 
kettle on the table, and placed the tea-board on the 
fire. Her confuſion, by attracting the notice of her 
miſtreſs, helped to relieve her from her own embar- 
raſſing ſituation. She, with her own delicate hands, 
reckified the miſtake of Dolly; who ſtill continued to 
fob, and: ſaid, aw may think, my leady Darnel, 
as haw I aive yeaten hool-cheeſe; but it y'an't ſoa.— 
Fi think, vor mai peart, as how Paive bean be- 
. witched2? tk A | | N | | 
Sir Launcelot could not help ſmiling at the fim- 
plicity of Dolly, whoſe goodneſs of heart and attach- 
ment Aurelia did not fail to extol, as ſoon as her back 
was turned. It was in conſequence of this commen- 
dation, that, the next time ſhe entered the room, our 
adventurer, for the firſt time, conſidered her face, and 
ſeemed to be ſtruck with her features. He aſked her 
fome queſtions which ſnhe could not anſwer to his ſa- 
tisfaction;. applauded her regard for her lady, and 
aſſured her of his friendſhip and protection. He now 
begged to know the cauſe that obliged his Aurelia to 
travel at ſuch a rate, and in ſuch an equipage; and 
ſhe” informed him of thoſe particulars which we have 
communicated to theireader. EE 
Sir Launcelot glowed with reſentment, when he 
underſtood How his dear Aurelia had Been oppreſſed 
by her perfidious and cruel guardian. He bit his 
nether lip; rolled his eyes around, ſtarted from his 
ſeat, and ſtriding arroſs the room, Fremember (ſaid 
he) the dying words: of her who now is a faint 
l in 
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in heaven That violent man, my brother-in-law,” 
who is Aurelia's ſole guardian, will thwart her wiſhes 
with every obſtacle that brutal reſentment and impla- 
cable malice can contrive.'—What followed, it would 
ill become me to repeat: but ſhe concluded with 
theſe. words The reſt we muſt leave to the diſpen- 
ſations of Providence. Was it not Providence that 
ſent me hither, to guard and protect the injured 
Aurelia? Then turning to Miſs Darnel, whoſe eyes 
ſtreamed witii tears, he added, Yes, divine creature! 
heaven, careful of your ſafety, and in compaſſion to 
my ſufferings, hath guided me hither, in this myſte- 
rious manner, that I might defend you from violence, 
and enjoy this tranſition from madneſs to deliberation, 
from deſpair to felicity.“ 0 aeg ae 
So faying, he approached this amiable mourner, 
this fragrant flower of beauty, glittering with the 
dew-drops of the morning; this ſweeteſt, and gentleſt, _ 
loveheſt ornament of human nature: he gazed upon 
her with looks of love ineffable : he fat down by her; 
he preſſed her ſoft hand in his; he 8 to fear that 
all he ſaw was the flattering viſion of a diſtempered 
brain. He looked and ſighed; and turning up his 
eyes to heaven, breathed, in broken murmurs, the 
chaſte raptures of his ſoul. The tenderneſs of this 
communication was too painful to be long endured. 
Aurelia induſtriouſly interpoſed other ſubjects of diſ- 
courſe, that his attention might not be dangerouſly* 
overcharged, and the afternoon paſſed inſenſibly 
Though he had determined, in his own mind, 
never more to quit this idol of his ſoul, they had not 
yet concerted any plan of conduct, when their happi- 
neſs was all at once interrupted by a repetition of 
cnes, denoting horror; and à ſervant coming in, ſaid 
he believed ſome rogues were murdering a traveller on 
the highway, The ſuppoſition of ſuch diſtreſs ope- 
rated like gunpowder on the diſpoſition of our adven- 
turer, who, without conſidering the ſituation of Au- 


relia, 
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melia, and indeed without ſeeing, or being capable to 
think on her, or any other ſubject, for the time being, 
ran directly to the ſtable, and mounting the firſt horſe 
Which he found ſaddled, iſſued out in the twilight, 
having no other weapon but his ſword. He rode full 
ſpeedi to the ſpot whence the cries ſeemed to pro- 
ceed but they founded more remote as he advanced. 
Nevetthelefs he followed them toa conſiderable diſtance 
from the road, over fields, ditches, and hedpes; and 
at laſt came ſo near, that he could plainly:diſtinguiſh 
the voice of his own quire, Timothy Crabſhaw, bel - 
lowing for mercy,” with hideous vociferation. Stimu- 
lated by this recognition, he redoubled his career in 

the dark, till at length his horſe plunged into a hole, 
the nature of which he could not comprehend; but 
be. found it impracticable to diſengage him. It was 

| with 1 age that he pile clambered over a 


FRE EE 


w witk a pang of concern _—_ 1 left among 
ſtrangers, unguarded, and alarmed. In the midſt of 
this emotion he bethought himſelf of hollowing aloud, 
that, in caſe he ſhould be in the neighbourhood of 
any inhabited place, he might be heard and aſſiſted. 

e accordingly. practiſed this expedient, which was 
= altogether without effect; for he was immediately 
anſwered by an old friend, no other than his own ſteed 
Bronzomarte, who, hearing his maſter's voice, neighed 
1 firenuouſly at a ſmall diſtance. The knight, being 
Wa well acquainted with the found, heard it with aſto- 
ö | 1 and, advancing in the right direction, 
18 ſound his noble charger faſtened to a tree. || He forth- 
ll with unt ied and mounted him; then, laying: the reins, 
Wl | upon his neck, allowed him to chuſe bis own path, in 
118 which: be began to travel with equal ſteadinefs and 
FF expedition. They had not proceeded. far when the 
ö a sgears were again ſaluted by the cries of . 
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ſhaw; which, Bronzomarte no La thay, he 
icked up his ears, nei and quickened his pace, 
vi if he had been T. the 3 diſtreſs, and 
haſtened to bis relief. Sir Condi e 
his own diſquiet, could not help obſerxing 
miring this generous ſenſibility of his EIN he — 4 
to think himſelf ſome hero of romance N u op 
a winged ftced, inſpired with reaſon, directed b Wee 
humane inchanter, who pitted virtue in diſtreſs. All 
circumſtances conſidered, it is no wonder that the 
commotion in the mind of our adventurer produced 
ſome ſuch delirium. All night he continued the 
chace; the voice, which was repeated at intervals, 
till retreating before him, till the morning began to 
appear in the Eaſt, when, by divers piteous groans, 
he was directed to the corner of a wood, where he be- 
held his miſerable ſquire ſtretched upon the graſs, 
and Gilbert feeding hy him altogether unconcerned, 
the helmet and the lance. {ſuſpended at the ſaddle- 
bow, and the portant lafely fixed: og fp 
crupper. 
AI be knight, riding up to Crabſhaw,: with ee 
furprize- and concern, aſked what had Prong hi 
there; and Timothy, after ſome pauſe; during w 
be ſurveyed his maſter with a rueful aſpect, anſwer 
“ The devil“ One would imagine, i a you 
had ſome. ſuch CONVEYANCE, (fd ſir Launcelot.) . 1 
have followed your cries ſince laſt evening I know not 
how, nor whither, and never could come up with you 
till this moment, But ſay, what a e Lig: 
ſuſtained, that N lie in that wretchęd 5 
Boop ſo diſmally 1 5 Iigan't ö , (eps 
ſquire) if it hean * that mai hole cargale 
into, let hools, and my fleſh pinched, i into a ally 2 
4, How wherefore ?. . the knight)-—who| were 
the = that treated you in {uch à barhargys 
manner? Do you know the ruffans ?“ 1 know, Nor 
thing at all, (anſwered the peeviſh, ſquire) but 
1 was tormented hy vine Poungred and vifty thouland 
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| legions of devils, and there's an end oon't. 4 Welt, 
| you muſt have a little patience, Crabſhaw4there's a 
l | alve for every fore.” —* Yaw mought as well tell ma, 
| for every zow there's a zirreverence.”” For a man in 
your condition, methinks you talk very much at your 
eaſe Try if you can get up and mount Gilbert, that 
{ you may be conveyed to fome place where-you can 
| have proper affiſtance.—So—well done—chearly'!”— 
Timothy actually made an effort to riſe; but fell 
1 down again, and uttered a diſmal yell. Then his 
* maſter exhorted him to take advantage of a park 
ta wall by which he lay, and raiſe himſelf gradually up- 
on it. Crabſhaw, eyeing him afkance, ſaid, by way of 
| Teproach, for his not alighting and aſſiſting him in 
| perſon, © Thatch your houſe with t d, and you'll 
| have more teachers than Teachers.” Having pro- 
| nounced this inelegant adage, be made ſhift to ſtand 
upon his legs; and now, the knight lending a hand, 
was mounted upon Gilbert, though not without a 
World of ohs! and ahs! and other ejaculations of pain 
|| and impatience. _ 5008 enn 
IM | | As they jogged on together, our adventurer endea- 
mY voured to learn the particulars of the diſaſter which 
Had befallen the ſquire; but all the information he 
could obtain amounted to a very imperfect ſketch of 
the adventure. By dint of a thouſand interrogations, 
e underſtood that Crabſhaw had been, in the pre- 
teding evening, encountered by three perſons on horſe - 
8 | back with Venetian maſques on their faces, which he 
| miſtook for their natural features, and was terrified 
0 A ccordingly: that they not only preſented piſtols to 
| his breaſt, and led his horſe out of the highway; but 
Pricked him with goads, and pinched him, from time 
to time, till he ſereamed with the torture: that he 
was led through unfrequented places acrofs the coun- 
try; ſometimes at an eaſy trot, ſometimes at full gal- 
Jop, and tormented all night By thioſe hideous dæmons, 
| who vaniſhed at day-break, and left him lying on the 
i pot where he was found by his maſterrr * 
uy $3292, N .I ..i This 
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This was a myſtery which our hero could by no 
means unriddle: it was the more unaccountable, as the 
ſquire had not been robbed of his money, horſes, and 
baggage. He was even diſpoſed to believe that Crabs. 
ſhaw's brain was diſordered, and the whole account 
he had given no more than a chimera. This opinion, 
however, he could no longer retain, when he arrived 
at an inn on the poſt-road, and found, upon exami- 
nation, that Timiothy's lower extremities were covered: 
with blood, and all the reſt of his body ſpeckled with 
livid marks of contuſion: But he was ſtill more cha- 
grined when the landlord informed him, that he was 


thirty miles diftant from the place where he had left 


Aurelia, and that his way. lay through croſs- roads, 
which were almoſt impaſſable at that ſeaſon of the 
year. Alarmed at this intelligence, he gave directions 
that his ſquire ſhould be immediately conveyed to 
bed in a comfortable chamber, as he complained more 
and more; and indeed was ſeized with a fever, oc- 
caſioned by the fatigue, the pain, and terror he had 
undergone. A neighbouring apothecary being call- 


ed, and giving it as his opinion that he could not for 


ſome days be in a condition to travel, his maſter de- 
poſited a ſum of money in his hands, deſiring he might 
be properly attended till he ſhould hear further, —- 
Then mounting Bronzomarte, he ſet out with a guide 
for the place he had left, not without a thouſand 
fears and perplexities, ariſing from the reflection of 
having left the jewel of his heart with ſuch precipita- 
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| When. he abghted at the inn, which he had left fo 


ruptly the pr 


ed ing, evening, he ran direftly to 18 
apartment Where he had. Fi ſo happy i in ee 5 
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vancing, and 1 in aune fo ad, (laid 
you are > the pr NE orie out 
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the © young lady * i, 19500 I will te 

horſe, and I'Il Take you find him too dete you 00 80 
I part.” © Wretched animal! how dar'ſt thou dally 
with my-1mpatience ?—Speak, or deſpair —What is 
become of Miſs Meadows ? Say, did ſhe leave this 
place of her own accord, or was ſhe—hah !—ſpeak— 
anſwer, or, by the powers above n Rll anſwer 
you flat-—ſhe you call Miſs Meadows in very good 
hands ſo you may make yourſelf eaſy on that ſcore—” 
Sacred heaven! explain ygur meaning, miſcreant, 
or 
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ll make you a dreadful. example to all the inſo- 
lent publicans of the realm. So ſaying, he ſeized 
him with one hand, and daſhing him on the floor, ſet 
ont foot; on his belly, and kept him trembling in that 
proſtrate attitude. The hoſtler and waiter flying to 
dhe aſſiſtance of their maſter, our adventurer un- 
ſhesthed his ſword, declaring he would diſmiſs their 
ſouls from their bodies, and exterminate the whole: fa- 
mily from the face of the earth, if they would not im- 
meciaten give him the ſatisfa&tion he required. 

The hoſteſs being by this time — alma FA 
of her ſenſes, fell on her knees before him, begging he 
would {pare their lives, and promiſing to declare the 
hole truth. He would not however remove his foot 
from the body of her huſband, until ſhe told him, 
that in leſs than half an hour after he had fal- 
lied out upon the ſuppoſed robbers, two chaiſes ar- 
rived, each drawn by four horſes; that two men arm- 

ed withpiſtols alighted from one of them, laid violent 
hands upon the young lady; and, notwithſtanding her 
ſtruggling and ſhrieking, forced her into the ather car- 
riage, in Which was an infirm gentleman, who called 
himſelf her guardian; that the maid was left to the 
care of a third ſervant, to follow with a third chaiſe, 
which was got ready with all poſſible diſpatch, es 
the other two proceeded at full ſpeed on the road to 
London. It was by this communicative lacquey the 
people of the houſe were informed that the old gentle- 
man his maſter was ſquire Darnel, the young lady his 
niece and ward, and our adventurer a needy tharper, : 
who wanted to make a prey of her fortune. | 

The 1 am ht, fired even almoſt to frenzy by this in- 

timation, purned the carcaſe af his hoſt ; and, his 
eye gleaming terror, ruſhed into the yard, in order to 
mount! Bronzomarte' and purſue the raviſher, when Ins 
| was, diverted: from his purpoſe: by a new incident. 
Ons of the poſtillions, who had driven the hei Ink | 
whieh- Dolly was conveyed, happened to arrive at that 
en 3 when, ſeeing our hero, he ran up to him cap 
wy in 
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in band, and; Fab a letter, accoſted him in theſo 
Words: Pleaſe your noble h6nour, if your honour 
be fir Launcelot Greaves of the Weſt Riding, here's a 
letter from a gentlewotnan, that I promiſed to'deliver 
UH your:honour's own: hands. 

The Knight, ſnatching the letter with the utmoſt 


wvidity, broke it up, «_ ome ane contents wiede 
in theſe terms: 


„ Honoured Sir, 32 | 

The man az gi'en me leave to lat you b my 
dear leady is going to Loondon with her unkle ſquaire 
Darnel—Be'not conzarned, honoured fir, vor I'ſe take 
at on mai laife to let yaw knaw wheare we be zettled, 
If 20 be P can vind wheare you loadge in Loondon.— 
The man zays yaw may put it in the pooblic prints — 
1houp the bareheir will be honeſt enuff to deliver this 
nn and that your honour will pardon | * 

| enn umbil ſervannt to command 

| -__ Dorortay CowsLiP, 
35166 P. 8. Pleaſe my kaind ſarvice to laayer Clarke. 
Squire Darnel's man is very civil vor ſartain; but Tave 
no thoughts on him I'll affure vaw.— Marry hap, 
worſe ware may have a better "_ as the WOE 
goes.” BY 

Nothing could be more ſeatonable than the delivery. 
of this billet, which he had no ſooner peruſed than 
his reflection Teturned, and he entered into a ſerious 
deliberation with his own heart. He confidered that 
Aurelia was by this time far beyond a poſſibility of 

being overtaken, and that by a precipitate purſuit he 

ſhould only expoſe his own! infirmities. He con- 
- Aided in the attachment of his miſtreſs, and in the 
fidelity of her maid, who would find opportunities of 
communicating her ſentiments by means of this 
lacquey, of whom he perceived by the letter ſne had 
already matcle a conqueſt. He therefore reſolved to 
bridle his i irmpatience, to proceed leiſurely to London, 
and, inſtead of any raſh ſtep which might in- 
duce Anthony Darne to remove his niece from that 


city, 
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eity, remain in ſeeming quiet until ſhe ſhould he ſet- 
tled, and her guardian returned to the country. Au- 
relia had mentioned to him the name of Doctor Kaw- 
dle, and from him he expected in due time to receive 
* moſt intereſting information. 

. Theſe reflections had an inſtantaneous effect upon 
dur hero, whoſe rage immediately ſubſided, and whoſe 
viſage gradually reſumed its natural caſt of courteſy 
and good humour. He forthwith-gratified the poſ- 
tillion with ſuch a remuneration as ſent him dancing 
into the kitchen, where he did not fail to extol the 
generoſity and immenſe fortune of fir  Launcelot 
Greaves.  _ 

Our adventurer's next ſtep was to ſee Seats 
properly accommodated ; then he ordered a refreſh- 
ment-for himſelf, and retired into an apartment, where 
mine hoſt with his wife and all the ſervants waited on 
him to beſeech his honour to forgive their imperti- 
nence, which was owing to their ignorance of his ho- 
nour's quality, and the falſe information they had re- 
ceived from the gentleman's ſervant. He had too 
much magnanimity to- retain the leaſt reſentment 
againſt ſuch inconſiderable objects. He not only 
pardoned them without heſitation, but aſſured the 
landlord he would be accountable for the horſe, 
which, however, was tliat ſame evening brought home 
by a countryman, who had found him pounded as it 
were within the walls of a ruined cottage. As the 
knight had been greatly fatigued without enjoying 
any reſt for eight-and-forty hours, he reſolved to in- 
dulge himſelf with one night's repoſe, and then return 
to the place where he had left his ſquire indiſpoſed ; 
for by this time eyen his concern ior Timothy had 18 | 
curred, 

On a. candid ſerutiny of his own heart, he found 
himſelf much leſs unhappy than he had been before 
his interview with Aurelia ; for, inſtead of being as 
formerly tormented with the pangs of deſpairing love, 
which had actually unſettled his ; underſtanding, he was 
M 4 now 
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now happily convinced that he had inſpired the tender 
breaſt of Aurelia with mutual affection; and though 

ſhewas invidiouſly ſnatched from his embrace in the 
midſt of ſuch endearments as had wound up his 
ſoul to extaſy and tranſport, he did not doubt of be- 

ing able to reſcue her from the power of an inhuman 
kinſman, whoſe guardianſhip would ſoon of courſe ex. 


pire ; and in the mean time he reſted with the moſt 


perfect dependance on her conſtancy and virtue. 

As he next day croſſed the country, ruminating on 
the diſaſter that had befallen his ſquire, and could now 
compare circumſtances coolly, he eaſily comprehended 
the whole ſcheme of that adventure, which was no 
other than an artifice of Anthony Darnel and his emiſ- 
ſaries to draw him from the inn, where he pro- 
poſed to execute his deſign upon the innocent Aurelia. 
He teck it for granted that the uncle, having been 
made acquainted with his niece's elopement, had fol- 
lowed her track by the help of ſuch information as he 


received from one ſtage to another; and that, receiving 


more particulars at the White Hart touching fir Laun- 
celot, he had formed the ſcheme in which Crabſhaw 
was an involuntary inſtrument towards the ſeduction 
of his maſter, ee e eee 


* 


Amuſing himſelf with theſe and other cogitations, 
dur hero in the afternoon reached the place of his 
deſtination, and entering the inn where Timothy had 
been left at ſtek ' quarters, chanced to meet the apo- 
thecary retiring precipitately in a very unſavory pickle 
from the chamber of his patient. When he inquired 
about the health of his {quire, this retainer to medi- 
cine, wiping hitnfelf all the while with a napkin, an- 
ſwered in manifeſt confuſion, that he apprehended 
him to be in a very dangerous way from an inflam- 
ation of the pia mater, which had produced a moſt 
furious delirium. - Then he proceeded to explain, in 
technical terms, the method of cure he had followed; 
arid conchaded with telling him, the poor ſquire's brain 
was fo outrageouſly - diſordered, that he had ts” Z 
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all 8 and Jul! thrown an atrial in = 
fac 7. ̃ . rat sd:<4arrt 
The knight 8 — being een at this? in- 


telligence, he reſolved that Crablhaw ſhould have the 


benefit of further advice, and . aſked if there was 
not a phyſician 1 in the place. The apothecary; after 
ſome interjections of heſitation, owned there was a 
doctor in the village, an odd ſort of a humouriſt; 
but he believed he had not much to do in the way of 
his profeſſion, and was not much uſed to the forms 
of preſcription. He was counted à ſcholar to be 
ſure, but as to his medical capacity he would not 
take upon him to ſay No matter (cried fir Laun- 
celot), he may ſtrjke out ſome lucky thought for the 
benefit of the patient, and 1 deſire your will call _ 

— _ 

While the apothecary was abſent on this wide 
our adventurer took it in his head to queſtion the 
landlord about the character of this phyſician, which 
had been fo unfavourably repreſented, and received 
the following information. 

For my peart, meaſter, I knows king amiſs 
of the Abe s a quiet ſort of an inoffenſive man; 
uſes my houſe ſometimes, and pays for what he has, 
like the reſt of my cuſtomers. They fays he deals 
very little in phyft ſtuff, but cures his patients with 
faſting and water-gruel, whereby he can't expect the 
pothecary to be his friend. You knows, meaſter, one 


muſt live, and let live, as the ſaying is. I muſt lay, 


he, for the value of three guineas, ſet up my wife's 
conſtitution 1n ſuch a manner, that I have faved with- 
in theſe two years, I believe, forty pounds in pothe- 


cary's bills. But what of that ? Every man muſt 


eat, tho'f at another's expence ; and I ſhould be in a 
deadly hole myſelf, if all my, cuſtomers ſhould take it 
in their heads to drink nothing but water-gruel be- 
cauſe it is good for the conſtitution. Thank God 1 
have as good a conſtitution as &er a man in England, 
but for all that 1 and "_ whole family bleed and 


Purge, 
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Purge, rge, and take a diet- drink twice a- year by way of 
erving the pothecary, who is a very honeſt man, and 
a very good neighbour. “ 
Their converſation was 2 by the return 
of the apothecary with the doctor, who had very little 
of the faculty in his appearance. He was dreſſed re- 
markable plain; ſeemed to be turned of fifty; had 
à careleſs air, and a ſarcaſtical turn in his countenance, 
Before he entered the ſick man's chamber, he aſked 
ſome queſtions concerning the diſeaſe; and when the 
apothecary, pointing to his own head, ſaid, It lies 
all here, the doctor, turning to Sir Launcelot, re- 
pled, “If that be all, there's nothing in it. 
Upon a more particular inquiry about the ſymp⸗ 
hands; he was told that the blood was ſeemingly viſ- 
cous, and ſalt upon the tongue; the urine remarka· 
bly acroſaline; and the fæces atrabilious and fœtid. 
When the doctor ſaid he would engage to find the 
ſame phænomena in every healthy man of the three 
kingdoms, the apothecary added, that the patient 
was manifeſtly comatous, and moreover afflicted with 
WW griping pains and borborygmata.— A f—t for your 
A | borborygmata, (cried the phyſician.) What has been 
lj il | done?“ To this queſtiqn he replied, that venæ- 
ay | | ſection had been three times performed; that a veſi- 
WET | catory had been applied inter ſcapulus; that the patient 
14 had taken occaſionally of a cathartic apozem, and, be- 
tween whiles, alexipharmic boluſes and neutral draughts. 
Neutral, indeed, (ſaid the doctor); ſo neutral, 
that I'll be crucified if ever they declare either for 


—— — — 


1 the patient or the diſeaſe. So ſaying, he bruſhed 
Wh | into Crabſhaw's chamber, followed by our adventurer, 
wi | who was almoſt ſuffocated at his firſt entrance. The 
11388 day was cloſe, the window-ſhutters were faſtened ; a 


poll huge fire blazed in the chimney ; thick haratcen 
curtains were - cloſe drawn - round. the bed, where 
11 the wretched ſquire lay extended under an enormous 
= load of blankets. The nurſe, who had all the exte- 
WE þ riors of a bawd given to drink, ſat ſtewing in this 
Wl | Dug - apartment 
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apartment like a damned ſoul in ſome infernal bag - 


nio; but riſing when the company entered, made her 
curtſies with great decorum. Well (cad the doc: 
tor), how does your patient, nurſe ?“ Bleſſed be 
God for it, I hope in a fair way: —to be fure his 
apozem bas had a bleſſed effect five-· and twenty 
ſtools ſince three o'clock in the morning. But then 
a would not ſuffer the bliſters to be put upon his 
thighs. Good lack; a'has been mortally obſtropo- 
lous, and out of his ſenſes all this bleſſed day.“ 
«You lie (cried the ſquire), I a'n't out of my {even 
ſenſes, thof I'm half mad with vexation.“ 
The doctor having withdrawn the curtain, the hap» 
leſs *ſquire appeared very pale and ghaſtly ; and hav- 
ing ſuryeyed his maſter with a rueful aſpect, ad-. 
dreſſed him in theſe words: Sir knight, I beg a 
boon ; be pleaſed to tie a ſtone about the neck of 
the apothecary, and a halter about the neck of the 
nurſe, and throw the one into the next river, and the 
other over the next tree, and in ſo doing you will do 
a charitable deed to your fellow-creatures ; for he and 
ſhe do the devil's work in partnerſhip, and have ſent 
many! ſcore of their betters home to him before their 
time.” © Oh, he begins to talk ſenſibly.” © Have 
a good heart, (faid the phyſician.) What 1s your diſ- 
order? * Phyſic,? e What do you chiefly com- 
plain of?“ © The doctor.“ ( Does your head 
ache? © Yea, with impertinence.“ Have you 
a pain in your back? „ Yes, where the bliſter lies.“ 
* Are you ſick at ſtomach? * Yes, with hunger.“ 
Do you feel any ſhiverings ?”” Always at fight 
of the apothecary.” © Do you perceive any load 
in your bowels ?” © would the apothecary's con- 
ſcience was as clear.” Are you thirfty ? Not 
thirſty enough to drink barley- water.“ * Be pleaſed 
to look into his fauces (ſaid the apothecary); he has 
got a rough tongue, and a very foul mouth, I'll aſ- 
ſure you.” I have known that the caſe with ſome 
limbs of the faculty, where they ſtood more in need 
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of correction than of phyſic. Well, my honeſt friend, 
hne you have already undergone the proper purgat ions 


in due ſobm, and ſay yau have no other diſeaſe than 


the doctor, we will ſet you on your legs again without 


further queſtion. Flere, purſe, open that window, 


and throw theſe vials into the ſtreet. Now lower the 


curtain, without ſhutting the caſement, that the man 


map: not be ſtifled in bis own ſteam. In tlie next 

take off two-thirds of theſe coals, and one- 
third bf | theſe! blankets. How do'ſt feel now, my 
heart 2%: I ſhould feel heart- whole if fo be as yow 
would throw the noorſe a ter the bottles, and the pothe- 
cary a' ter the noorſe, and oorder me a pound of chops 
for my dinner, for I be ſo. Hoopgry I could eat a horſe 
heb iu the ſaddle. 

The apothecary, ſering what paſſed, -revired af his 
21 accord, holding up his hands in ſign of aſtoniſh- 
mente The nurſe was diſmiſſed in the ſame breatu. 
Crabſhaw roſe, dreſſed himſelf without aſſiſtance, 


and made a hearty meal on the firſt eatable that pre- 
ſented itſelf to view. The knight paſſed the evening 


with the phyſician, who, from his firſt appearance, 
concluded he was mad; but, in the courle of the 
converſation, found means to reſign that opinion 
without adopting any other in lieu of it, and part- 
ed with him under all the impatience of curioſity. 
The knight, on his part, was very well entertained 
with the witty ſarcaſms and erudition of the doctor, 
who appeared to be a fort of cynic philoſopher, tanc- 
tured with milanthropy, and at open war with the 
hole body of apothecanes, whom however it was my 
no means his intereſt to diſoblige. | 
Next day, Crabſhaw being to all appearance per 
fectly recovered; our adventurer. reckoned with be 
apothecary, paid the landlord, and ſet out on his re- 
turn for the London road, refolving to lay aſide his 
ar mur at ſome diſtance from the metropolis; for, 
ever ſince his interview with Aurelia, his fondneſs for 
chivalry 3 abating. "a the torrent 
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of his; deſpair hat: diſordered the current of his fober 


I reflection, ſo now, as that deſpair ſubſided, his thoughts 
began to flow deliberately in their ancient channel; 


All day long he regaled his imagination with plans of 
connubial 3 ſotmed on the poſſeſſion of the, 
incompatable Aurelia; determined to wait with pa- 
tience until the law ſhould! ſuperſede the authority of | 
her guardian, rather than adopt any violent expedient 
which might hazard the intereſt. of his paſſion. 
Hie had for ſome time travelled in the turnpike 
road, when his reverie was ſuddenly interrupted by a 
confuſed noiſe; and when be hfted up his eyes, he 
peheld at a little diſtance a rabble of men and women. 
yanouſly armed with flails, pitch-forks, poles, and 
muſquets, acting offenſively againſt a ſtrange figure on 
korſeback, who, with-a kind of lance, laid about him 


XECÄFiüI . A. ESR. ct OTH 


s 

þ with incredible fury. Our adventurer was not ſo totally 

" abandoned by the ſpirit of chivalry, to ſee without = 
* emotion à ſingle knight in danger of being over- 


1 pawered by ſuch a multitude of adverfaries. With- 


g out ſtaying to put on his helmet, he ordered Crabs 

> ſhaw: to follow Him in the charge againſt thoſe ple“ 

e belans: then couching his lance, and giving Bron- 

n zomatte the ſpur, he began his catter with fſuch im- 

0 petuoſity as overturned all that happened to be in hie 
. way z and intimidated the rabble to ſuch a degree, | 
"wp that they retired before him like a flock of ſheep, the 

r, greater part of them believing he was the devibin 

c- propria perſona. He came in the very nick of time to 

ne ſave the life of the other errant, againſt whom three 

Yy loaded muſquets were actually levelled, at the very 

5 inſtant that our adventurer began his charge. The 

1 unknown knight was ſo ſenſible:of the ſeaſonable 165 

he | terpoſition, that riding. up to our hero, Brother, 

65 (laid he) this is the ſecond time you have holp me off, 

11s when Ias bunip afhore.—Beſs Mizzen, I muſt ſay, 

or, is no more than a leaky bumboat, in cornpariſon of 
or the glotious galley you want to man. I deſire that 


nt heneeforth we may cruiſe in the fame latitudes, bro- 
ot er EB ther; 
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ther; and I'll be damned if I don't ſtand by you as 
long 25 L have a e eee 
canvas. * 1755 
Buy this addreſs: our knight recognized the novice 
captain Crowe; who had found means to accommodate 
himſelf with a very ſtrange ſuit of amour. By way of 
helmet, he wore one _ the caps uſed by the light- 
_ horſe; with ſtraps buckled under his chin, and con- 
trived in ſuch a manner as to conceal his whole viſage, 
except the eyes. Inſtead of cuiraſs, mail, greaves, 
and other pieces of complete armour; he was caſed in 
a poſtillion's leathern jerkin, covered with thin plates 
of tinned iron: his buckler was a potlid, his lance a 
hop-pole ſhod with iron, and a baſket-hilt broad 
ford, like that of Hudibras, depended by a broad 
buff belt, that girded his middle. His feet were de- 
fende by jack boots, and his hands by the gloves of a 
trooper Sir Launcelot would not loſe time in ex- 
amining particulars, as he perceived ſome miſchief 

had been done, and that the enemy had rallied at a 
diſtance; he therefore commanded Crowe to follow 
him, and rode off with great expedition; but he did 
not perceive his ſquire was taken priſoner; nor did 
the captain recollect that his nephew, Tom Clarke, 
had been diſabled and ſecured in the beginning of the 
fray: The truth is, the poor captain had been ſo be · 
laboured about the pate, that it Was a nnn 1055 
eee tad: tian 10 Haq * 
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| ar Might ar Aae a . novice . 
1 retreated with equal order and expedition to the 
— of half a league from the field of battle, where 
the TO halting, propoſed to make a lodgment in 


1 


a very 


51 "LAUNCELOT' GREAVES. 175 
à very decent houſe of entertainment, diſtinguiſhed by 
the ſign of St. George of Cappadocia encountering the 
dragon, an atchievement in which temporal and ſpi- 
ritual chivalry were happlly. reconciled. Two ſuch 
figures alighting at the inn- gate, did not paſs through 
the yard unnoticed and unadmired by the gueſts and 
attendants; ſome of whom fairly took to their heels, on 
the ſuppoſition that theſe outlandiſh creatures were 
the avant couriers, or heralds of a French invaſion. 
'The fears and doubts, however, of thoſe who ventured 
to ſtay were ſoon diſpelled, when our hero accoſted 
them in the Engliſh tongue, and with the moſt cour- 
teous demeanour deſired to be ſhewn into an apart - 
matt to no Parry; e 29107 o1 79% 
Had captain Crowe been ſpokeſman,” perhaps their 
ſuſpicions would not have fo quickly ſubſided; for he 
was, in reality, a very extraordinary novice, not only 
in chivalry, but alſo in his external appearance, and 
particularly in. thoſe dialects of the Engliſh language 
which are uſed by the terreſtrial animals of this King- 
dom. He defired the hoſtler to take his horſe in tow, 
and bring him to his moorings in a ſafe riding. He 
ordered the waiter, who ſnewed them into a parlour, 
to bear- a- hand, ſhip his oars, mind his helm, and bring 
along ſide a ſhort allowance of brandy or grog, that 
he might cant a ſlug into his bread- room; for there 
was ſuch a heaving and pitching, that he believed he 
ſhould ſhift his ballaſt. The fellow underſtood no 1 
part of this addreſs but the word brandy, at mention | i 


Taal; 


of which he diſappeared. Then Crowe, throwing # 
himſelf into an elbow-Chair, * Stop my hawſe-holes, 4 
(cried he) I can't think what's the matter, brother; al 
t, egad, my head fings and fimmers like a pot of + 
chowder, My eye-ſight yaws to and again, d'ye ſee: | 


then there's ſuch a walloping and whuſhing in 1} 
| my - hold—{mite my—Lord have mercy upon us. it} 
Here you ſwab, ne'er mind a glaſs—hand me the 1 
(55885 | The 11 
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'%d The latter part of this addreſs was directed to the 
e who had returned with a quartetn of brandy, 
which: Crowe, ſnatching eagerly, ſtarted into bib 
bread · room at one cant. Indeed there was no time to 
be loſt, inaſmuch as he ſeemed to be on the verge of 
fainting away when he ſwallowed this dial by Which 
he was inſtantanebuſly revived. 
Hie then deſired the ſervant to unbuckle the ſtrajs 


of his helmet; but this was a taſk. which the drawer 


could not perform, even though affifted with the good 
offices of ſir Launcelot; for the head and jaws were 
ſo much ſwelled with the diſcipline they had under. 
gone, that the ſtraps and buckles: lay buried, as it 
were, in pits A ow the tumefaction of the adja- 
Vent parts. y 4 
F drttnately: fog the poglenue weng ſurgeon 
| paſſell by the door on horſeback; a circumſtance 
Which the waiter, who ſaw him from the window, no 
ſooner diſcloſed, than the knight had recourſe to his 
aſſiſtance. This practitioner having viewed the whole 
Fgure, and more particulatly the headof Crowe, infilent 
Wonder, proceeded: to feel his pulſe; and then de- 
clared, that as the inflammation was very great, and 
on with violence to its atme, it would be ne- 
| to begin with copious phlebotomy, anck then to 
empty the inteſtinal canal. 80 ſaying, he began to 
ſtrip the arm of the captain, who perceiving his aim, 


Avyaſt, brother, (cried he) you go the wrong way to 


work pu. ay as well rummage the afterhold; when 
the damage is in the forechleoqe] bal TT again, 
when my gaws are unhooped.“ 

With theſe: words he ok: A ; daipwkbile tam bi 
en, and, advancing to a glaſs, applied it ſo vigo- 


_ roully'to the leather ſtraps of his head-piece, that the 


Gordian-knot was cut, without any other damage to 


bis face tban a moderate ſcarification, which, added 


10 the turnefaction of features, naturally firong; and 


a whole week's ci ag: of a very buſhy beard, pro- 
81 duced, | 
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duced, on the whole, a moſt hideous caricatura. 
After all, there was a neceſſity for the adminiſtration 
of the ſurgeon, who found divers contuſions on dif-, 
ferent. parts of the ſkull, which even the tin-cap had 
not been able to protect from the weapons of the. 

uu h.. men i le vids 
+ Theſe being ſhaved, and dreſſed, ſecundum artem, 
and the operator diſmiſſed with a proper acknow- 


_ teeth; upon which he threw, his fails a- back, and pre. 
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pared for action: that he hailed them at a conſiderable 
diſtance, and bad them bring-to: when they came 
along- ſide, notwithſtanding his hail, he ordered them to 
clew up their courſes, and furl their top-ſails, other 
wiſe he would be foul of their quarters: that, hearing 
this falute, they luffed all at once, till their cloth ſhook 
in the wind: then he hollowed in a loud voice, that 
his ſweetheart Beſſelia Mizzen wore tlie broad pen- 
dant of beauty, to which they muſt ſtrike their top- 
fails on pain of being ſent to the bottom: that, after 
having eyed him for ſome time with aſtoniſtiment, 
they clapped on all their ſails, ſome of them running 
under his ſtern, and others athwart his fore- foot, and 
got clear off: that, not ſatisfied with running a-head, 
they all of a ſudden tacked about, and one of them 
boarding him on the lee: quarter, gave bim ſuch a 
drubbing about his upper works, that the lights danced 
in his lanthorns: that he returned the ſalute with 
his hop- pole fo effectually, that his aggreſſor broach- 
ed to in the twinkling of an handſpike; and then he 
was engaged with all the reſt of the enemy, except one 

who ſheered' off, and foon returned with a moſqueto 
fleet of ſmall craft, who had done him conſiderable 
damage, and, in all probability, would have made 
prize of him, hadn't hie been brought off by the 
knight's gallantry. He ſaid, that in the beginning of 
the conſſict Tom Clarke rode up to the foremoſt of 
the enemy, as he did ſuppoſe in order to prevent 
hoſtilities; but before he got up to him, near enough 
to hold diſcourſe, he was pooped with a ſea that al- 
moſt: ſent him to the bottom, and then towed off he 


knew not whither. 7 POIBDOITTG 
Crowe had ſcarce finiſhed his narration; which con- 
ſiſted of broken hints, and unconne&ed exploſions of 
ſea-terms, when' a. gentleman of the neighbourhood, 
who ated in the commiſſion of the peace, arrived 
at the gate, attended by a conſtable, who had in 
cuſtody the bodies of Thomas Clarke and Timothy 
Crabſhaw, ſurrounded by five men on horſeback, om 
* 11 | 17 10 
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an innumerable poſſe: of men, women, and children, 
on foot. The captain, Who always kept:a good look- 
out; no ſooner deſerled this cavalcade and proceſſion 
than he gave notice to ſir Launcelot, and adviſed that 
they ſhould crowd away with all the cloth they could 
carry. Our adventurer was of another opinion, and 
determined at any rate to procure the enlargement of 


— . > 


the priſoners. 3 


rere 
24 


he juſtice, ordering his attendants to ſtay without 


the gate; ſent his compliments to fir Launcelot 
Greaves, and deſired to ſpeak with him for a few 
minutes. He w-as immediately admitted, and could 
not help ſtaring at ſight of Crowe, who, by this time, 
had no remains af the human phyſiognomy, ſo much 
was the ſwelling inereaſed and the ſkin diſcoloured. 
The gentletnan; whoſe name was Mr. Elmy, having 
made a polite apology for the liberty he had taken, 
proceeded to unfold his buſineſs. He ſaid, infor- 
mation had been lodged with him, as a juſtice of the 


peace, againſt two armed men on horſeback, who had 
ſtopped five farmers on the king's highway, put them 


in fear and danger of their lives, and even aſſaulted, 
maimed, and wounded divers perſons, contrary to the 
king's peace3- and in violation of the ſtatute: that, by 
the deſcription, he ſuppoſed the knight and his com- 


panion to be the perſons againſt whom the complaint 
had been lodged; and underſtanding his quality from 


Mt. Clarke, whom he had known in London, he was 
come to wait upon him, and, if poſſible, effect an ac- 
ee b1.5. pris roy ein ont. 
Our adventurer, having thanked him for the polite 


and obliging manner in which he proceeded, frankly 
told him the whole ſtory, as it had been juſt related 


by the captain; and Mr. Elmy had no reaſon to 


doubt the truth of the narrative, as it confirmed every 


circumſtance which Clarke had before reported. In- 
deed, Tom liad been very communicative to this 


gentleman, and made him acquainted with the whole 


liſcory of fir Launcelot Greaves, as well as with the 
| N 2 | whimſical 
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whimſical. reſolution of his uncle, captain Crowe; © 
Mr. Elmy now told the knight, that the . perſons 
whom the captain had ſtopped were farmers, return- 
ing from a neighbouring market, a ſet of people na- 
turally booriſh, and at that time elevated witli ale to 
an uncommon pitch of inſolence: that one of them, 
in particular, called Prickle, was the moſt quarrelſome 
fellow in the whole county; and ſo litigious, that hie 
had maintained above thirty law-ſuits, in eight and 
twenty of which he had been condemned in coſts. 
He ſaid the others might be eaſily influenced in the 
way of admonition; but there was no way of dealing 
with Prickle, except by the form and authority of the 
law: he therefore propoſed to hear evidence in a ju- 
dicial capacity, and, his clerk being in attendance, the 
court was immediately opened in the knight's apart- 
i,, . ahifon: © ob 
By this time Mr. Clarke had made ſuch good uſe 
of his time in explaining the law to his audience, and 
_ diſplaying the great wealth and unbounded liberality 
of ſir Launcelot Greaves, that he had actually brought 
over to his ſentiments the conſtable and the com- 
monalty, tag, rag, and bob- tail, and even ſtaggered 
the majority of the farmers, who, at firſt, had breathed 
nothing but defiance and revenge. Farmer Stake 
being firſt called to the bar, and ſworn touching the 
identity of ſir Launcelot Greaves and captain Crowe, 
declared, that the ſaid Crowe had ſtopped him on the 
king's highway, and put him in bodily fear: that he 
afterwards ſaw the ſaid Crowe with a pole or weapon, 
value three pence, breaking the king's peace, by com- 
mitting aſſault and battery againſt the heads and 
ſhoulders of his majeſty's liege ſubjects, Geoffrey 
Prickle, Hodge Dolt, Richard Bumpkin, Mary Fang, 
Catherine Rubble, and Margery Litter; and that he 
ſaw fir-Launcelot Greaves, baronet, aiding, aſſiſting, 
and comforting the ſaid Crowe, contrary to the king's 
peace, and againſt the form of the ſtatute. 


Being 


af 


Being aſked if the defendant, when he ſtopped 
them, demanded their money, or threatened violence, 
he anſwered he could not ſay, inaſmuch as the defen- 
dant ſpoke in an unknown language. Being interro- 


gated if the defendant did not allow them to paſs 
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— — 


without uſing any violence, and if they did not paſs 


unmoleſted; the deponent replied in the affirmative: 


being required to tell for what reaſon they returned, 


and if the defendant, Crowe, was not aſſaulted before 
he began to uſe his weapon, the deponent made no 


anſwer. The depoſitions of farmer Bumpkin and 


Muggins, as well as of Madge Litter and Mary Fang, 
were taken to much the ſame purpoſe; and his wor- 
ſhip” earneſtly exhorted them to an accommodation, 
obſerving that they themſelves were in fact the ag- 

eſſors, and that captain Crowe had done no more 
than exerted himſelf in his own defence. 

They were all pretty well diſpoſed to follow his 
ddvice except farmer Prickle, who, entering the court 
with a bloody handkerchief about his head, declared 
that the law ſhould determine it at next Mer and in 
the mean time inſiſted that the defendants ſhould find 
immediate bail, or go to priſon, or be ſet in the ſtocks. 
He affirmed. that they had been guilty of an affray, 
in appearing with armour and weapons not uſually 


worn, to the terror of others, which is in itſelf a breach 


of the peace; but that they had moreover, with force 
of arms, that is to ſay, with ſwords, ſtaves, and other 


warlike inſtruments, by turns, made an aſſault and 


affray, to the terror and diſturbance of him and divers 
ſubjects of our lord. the king then and there being, and 
to the evil and pernicious example of the liege people 

ol the ſaid lord the king, and againſt the peace of our 
aid lord the king, his crown and dignitʒ. 

_- The peaſant had purchaſed a few law-terms at 2 
; confidemble expence, and he thought he had a right 
to turn his knowledge to the annoyance of all his 
neighbours; Mr. Elmy, firiding him obſtinately deaf 


8 as all | propoſals of accommodation, held the defen- 
| N 3 | dants 
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dants to very moderate ball, the landlord and the 
curate of the pariſh freely. offering themſelves as ſure- 
ties. Mr, Clarke, with Timothy Crabſhaw, againſt 
whom nothing appeared, were now ſet at liberty; 
when the former, advancing to his worſhip, gave in- 
formation againſt Geoffrey Priekle, and declared upon 
oath tliat he had ſeen him aſſault captain Crowe without 
any provocation; and when he, the deponent inter- 
poſed to prevent further miſchief, the ſaid Prickle had 
likewiſe aſſaulted and wounded him the deponent, and 
detained him for ſome time in falſe impriſonment, 
without warrant or authority. HOY Ut orien hf 
In conſequence of this information, which was cor- 
roborated by divers evidences, ſelected from the mob 
at the gate, the tables were turned upon farmer 
Prickle, who: was given to underſtand that he muſt 
either find bail, or be forthwith impriſoned. This 
honeft boor, who was in opulent circumſtances, had 
made ſuch popular uſe of the benefits he poſſeſſed, 
that there was not an houſekeeper in the pariſh who 
would not have rejoiced to ſee him hanged. Hig 
dealings and connexions however were ſuch, that none 
of the other four would have refuſed to bail him, had 
not Clarke giwen them to underſtand, that, if they 
did, he would make them all principals and parties, 
and have two ſeparate actions againſt each. Prickle 
happened to be at variance with the inn-keeper, and 
the curate durſt not. diſoblige the vicar, who at that 
very time was ſuing the farmer for the ſmall tythes. 
He offered to depoſit a ſum equal to the recognizance 
of the knight's bail; but this was rejected as an ex- 
ent contrary to the practice of the courts. He 
for the attorney of the village, to whom he had 
been à good cuſtomer, but the lawyer was hunting 
evidence in another county. The exciſeman pre- 
ſented hiinſelf as a ſurety, but lie not being an houſes 
keeper, was not accepted; Divers. cottagers, who de- 
pended on farmer Prickle were ſucceſſively dan 
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becauſe they could not prove that they had paid ſcot 


and ligt and geri t 
The farmer finding himſelf thus forlorn, and in 
imminent” danger of viſiting the inſide of a priſon, was 
ſeized: with a paroxyſm of rage, during which he in- 
veighed | againſt. the bench, reviled the two adven- 
turers errant, declared that he believed, and would 
lay a wager of twenty guineas, that he had more mo- 
ney in his pocket than eier a man in the company; 
and in the ſpace of a quarter of an hour ſwore forty. 
oaths, which the juſtice did not fail to number. Be- 
fore we proceed to other matters, (ſaid Mr. Elmy) I 
order you to pay forty ſhillings for the oaths you have 
ſwore, otherwiſe I will cauſe you to be ſet in the ſtocks 
without further ceremony.“ b 580} not | 
Prickle, throwing down a couple of guineas, with 
two execrations more to make up the ſum, declared 
that he could afford to pay for ſwearing as well as e' er 
a juſtice in the county; and repeated his challenge 
of the wager, which our adventurer now accepted, 
proteſting at the ſame time that it was not a ſtep 
taken from any motive of pride, but intirely with a 
view to puniſh an inſolent plebeian, who could not 
otherwiſe be chaſtiſed without a breach of the peace. 
Twenty guineas being depoſited on each fide in the 
hands of Mr. Elmy, - Prickle, with equal confidence 
and diſpatch, produced a canvas bag, containing two 
hundred and ſeventy pounds, which, being ſpread 
upon the table, made a very formidable ſhew, that 
dazzled the eyes of the beholders, and induced many 
of them to believe he had enſured his conqueſt. _ 
Our adventurer aſking if he had any thing further 
to offer, and being anſwered in the negative, drew 
forth, with great deliberation, a pocket-book; in which 
there was a conſiderable parcel of bank-notes, from 
which he ſelected three of one hundred pounds each, 
and exhibited them upon the table, to the aſtoniſn- 
ment of all preſent. © Prickle, mad with his overthrow 
and loſs, ſaid it might be neceſſary to make him prove 
1 N 4 the 
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the notes were honeſtly come by; And ſir Launcelot 
ſtarted up in order to take vengeance upon him for 
this inſult; but was withsheld by the arms and re- 
monſtrances of Mr. Elmy, who aſſured him that 
Prickle deſired nothing ſo much as another broken 
head, to lay the foundation of a new proſecution. Wo 
The knight, calmed by this interpoſition, turned to 
the audience, ſaying, with the moſt” affable deport- 
on Good people, do not imagine that Tintend 
to pocket the ſpoils of ſuch a contemptible raſcal. I 
ſhall beg the favour of this worthy gentleman to take 
up. theſe twenty guineas, and diſtribute them as he 
ſhall think proper among the poor of the pariſh ; but, 
by this benefaction, I do not hold myſelf acquitted 
for the ſhate J had in the bruiſes ſome of you have re- 
ceived in this unlucky fray; and therefore I give the 
other twenty guineas to be divided among the fuf- 
ferers, to each according to the damage he or ſhe 
mall appear to have ſuſtained ; and I ſhall conſider it 
as an additional obligation if Mr. n will likewiſe 
fuperintend this retribution.” | 
At the cloſe of this addreſs the: whole yavd and 
gate-way rung with acclamation, while honeſt Crowe, 
whoſe' generoſity was not inferior even to that of 
the accompliſhed Greaves, pulled out his purſe, and 
declared, that as he had begun the engagement, he 
would at leaſt go ſhare and ſhare alike in new caulk- 
ing their ſeams and repairing their timbers. The 
Knight, rather than enter into a diſpute with his no- 
vice, told him he conſidered the twenty guineas as 
given by them both in conjunction, and that they 
would: confer together on that ſubject hereafter. 
This point being adjuſted, Mr. Elmy aſſumed all 
the ſolemnity of the magiſtrate, and addreſſed himſelf 
to Prickle in theſe words : * Farmer Prickle, I am 
both ſorry and aſhamed to ſee a man of your years 
and circuimſtances ſo little reſpected, that you cannot 
find fufficient bail for forty pounds; a ſure teſtimony 
That you have Wy cultivated the friendſhip, nor 
deſerved 
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deſerved the good will of your neighbours. I have 
heard of your quarrels and your riots, your inſolence 


and litigious diſpoſition, and often wiſhed for an op- 
portunity of giving you a proper taſte of the law's cor- 
rection. That opportunity now offers—you have 
in the hearing of all theſe people poured forth a tor- 
rent of — againſt me, both in the character of a 
gentleman and of a magiſtrate; your abuſing me per- 
ſonally, perhaps, I ſhould have overlooked with the 


Contempt it deſerves ; but I ſhould ill vindicate the 
dignity of my office as a magiſtrate, by ſuffering you 


to inſult the bench with impunity. 1 ſhall therefore 
impriſon you for contempt, and you ſhall remain in 
ail until you can find bail on the other proſecu- 
tions.“ 1 (ts 
Prickle, the firſt tranſports of his anger having ſub- 
fided, began to be pricked with the thorns of com- 
punction. He was indeed extremely mortified at the 
proſpe& of being ſent to jail ſo diſgracefully. His 
countenance fell, and, after a hard internal ſtruggle, 
while the clerk was employed in writing the mitti- 
mus, he ſaid he hoped his worſhip would not ſend 
him to priſon. He begged pardon of him and our 
adventurers for having abuſed them in his paſſion ; 
and obſerved, that as he had received a broken head, 
and paid two and twenty guineas for his folly, he 
could not be {aid to have eſcaped altogether without 
puniſhment, even if the plaintiff ſhould agree to ex- 
h] ] w 1s eb bel HOON GG 
Sir Launcelot ſeeing this ſtubborn ruſtic effectually 
humbled, became an advocate in his favour with Mr, 
Elmy and Tom Clarke, who forgave him at his re- 
queſt; and a mutual releaſe being executed, the far. 
mer was permitted to depart. The populace were re. 
galed at our adventurer's expence ; and the men, wo- 
men, and children who had been wounded or bruiſed 
in the battle, to the number of ten or a dozen, were 


dleſired to wait upon Mr, Elmy in the morning, to re- 


ceive the knight's bounty. The juſtice was prevailed 
upon 
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upon to ſpend. the evening with fir, "OA and his 
two companions, for whom ſupper was beſpoke; but 
the firſt thing the cook prepared was a poultice for 
Crowe's head, which was now enlarged to a monſtrous 
exhibition. Our knight, who was all kindneſs and 
complacency, ſnook Mr. Clarke by the hand, epreſ- 
ſuig his, ſatisfaction at meeting with his old friends 
again, and told him foftly; that he had compliments 
ſor him from Mrs. Dally Cup ee Mm" with 
his Aurelia. 14 40 
Clarke was e at this 3 gence, . af | 
ter ſome heſitation, . Lord bleſs my ſoul I (cried he) 
Fl be ſhot then if the pretended Miſs Meadows 
wa'n't the lame as Miſs Darnell! He then declared 
himſelf extremely glad that poor Dolly had got into 
ſuch an agreeable ſituation, paſſed; many warm enco- 
miums on her goodneſs of heart and virtuous inclina- 
tions, and concluded witli appealing to the knight 
whether ſhe did not look very pretty in her green 
joſeph. In the mean time he ptocured a plaiſter for 
his Own bead, and helped to apply the poultice to 
that of his uncle, who was ſent to bed betimes with a 
moderate doſe of ſack-whey, to promote. perſpiration, 
The other three paſſed the evening to their mutual 
ſatisfaction; and the juſtice. in particular grew ena - 
moured of the knight's chameter, dathed as it Was 
with extravagance. 
Let us now leave them to the enjoyment = 4 ſober 
and rational converſation, and give ſome account of | 
other gueſts who arrived late in the evening, and here 
fixed their night- quarters But as we have already 
treſpaſſed on the readers patience, we ſhall give him 
aten reſpite en the next: wee e its dan 
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In which rie nas of chivalry ſhine with renovated 
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un herg little dreamed that he had a formidable 
n val in the perſon of the knight who arrived 
about eleven at the fign of the St. George, and, by 
the noiſe he made, gave intimation of his importance, 
This was np other than ſquire Sycamore, who, having 


received advice that Miſs Aurelia Darnel had eloped 
from the place of her retreat, immediately took the 
field in queſt of that lovely fugitive; hoping that, 
ſhould he have. the good fortung to find her in her 
preſent diſtreſs, his good offices would not be rejected. 

25 had, followed the chaſe ſo cloſe, that immediately 

after our adventurer's departure he alighted at the inn 

from whence Aurelia had been conveyed, and there 

po learned - the. particulars) which we. haye. related 
Mr. Sycamaze had a great deal of the childiſh ro- 

mantic in his diſpoſition, and, in the courſe of his 

amours, is ſaid to have always taken more pleaſure in 

the purſuit than in the final poſſeſſion. He had 38 

heard of ſir Launcelot's extravagance, by which he 

was in ſome meaſure infected; and he dropped an in- 

ſinuat ion that he could eclipſe his rival even in his 

own lunatic. ſphere. This hint was not loſt upon his 

companion, counſellor, and buffoon, the facetious 

Davy Dawdle, who had ſome humour and a great 
deal of miſchief in his compoſition. He looked upon 

his patron as a fool, and his patron knew him to be 

both: knave and fool; yet the two characters ſuited 
each other ſo well, that they could hardly exiſt aſun- 

der. Davy was an artful. ſycophant, but he did not 

flatter in the uſual. way, on the contrary he behaved 

en caualier, and treated Sycamore, on whoſe bounty 

he ſubſiſted, with the moſt ſarcaſtic familiarity. Ne- 

NY of | | yertheleſs 
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vertheleſs he ſeaſoned, his freedom with certain qua» 
lying ingredients that fubdued the bitterneſs of it, 
and was now become ſo neceſſary to the ſquire, that 
525 had no idea of enjoyment" with Which Dawdle was f 
not ſome how or other connected. There had been 
2 warm diſpute betwixt them about the ſcheme of 
conteſting the prize with ſir Launcelot in the liſts of 
ch. Wa Sycamore had inſinuated, that if he had a 
mind to play the fool, he-could wear armour, wield a 
lance, and tang 56-4 charger, as well as fir Launcelot 
Greaves:” dle ſnatching the hint, J had ſome 
time > (ay he); contrived a ſcheme for you, which 
J Was 0 you had not addreſs enough to execute 
It would be no difficult matter, in imitation of the 
bachelor Sampſon Carraſco, to go in queſt of Greaves 
as a knight errant, defy him as a Seal, and eſtabliſh a 
compact, by which the vanquiſhed: ſhould obey the 
injunct ions of the victor.” —& That is my very idea, 
(cried Sycamore). “ Your idea, (replied the other) 
had you ever an idea of your own conception? 
Thus the diſpute Deyn and was maintained with 
eat vehemence, until, other arguniffſts failing, the 
*(quire offered to lay a wager of twenty guineas. . To 
this propoſal Dawdle anſwered by the interjection 
P. N 1 which inflamed Sycamore to à repetition of the 
_ defiance,” = Youare in the right (ſaid Dawdle) to uſe 
ſuch an argument as you know is by me unanſwerable. 
A wager of twenty guineas will at any time over- 
throw and confute all the logie of the moſt able ſyllo- 
gift, who has not got a ſhilling i in his pocket.” 
_ © Sycamore looked very grave at this declaration, 
and, after a ſhort pauſe, ſaid, I wonder, Dawdle, 
what you do with all your money!“ I am ſur- 
priſed you ſhould give yourſelf: th that trouble I never 
Alk what you do with yours.” — * You have no occa- 
ſion to ald. you 'know pretty wel how it goes. 
„ What do you upbraid me with your favours ?— 
tis might) well,” Sycamore.” — Nay, Dawdle, I did 
not inter to affrent: «Z—5 1 affront.! what 
mean?“ 
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| mean? ll aſſure you, Davy, you don't know. me, 
if you think I could be ſo ungenerous as to-. 
wr 85 „ I always. thought,  whateyer, faults or foi- 
bles you might have, SYCUnORe,: that you was not 
deficient in -generolity, to be ſure it is often 


very abſurdly diſplayed.” FS: Ayer that's one of.my 
greateſt foibles; I cant refuſe even à ſcoundrel when 


Lthink he 18 in want, Here, Dawdle,.. take that 
note,” Not. IJ, fir;>—what ye mean what right 


have I to your notes. N 'Nay;- but Dawdle, | 


come. By no. means-Lit looks like the abuſe of 
good- nature, all the. world knows you're good - na- 
tured to a fault. — Come, dear Davy, you ſhall— 
you muſt oblige me. Thus urged, Dawdle accepted 
the bank- note with great Planes; and reſtored the 
7 the right owner. 

A ſuit of armour being brought from the garret 
or armoury of his anceſtors, he gave orders for having 


the pieces ſcoured and furbiſhed up; and his heart 


dilated. with joy when he reflected upon the ſuperb 
figure he ſhould make when caſed in ee l 
| and armed at all points for. the combat. 

When he was fitted with the other parts, Dawdle 
: infiſted on buckling on his helmet, which weighed 
fifteen, pounds, and the head: pieces being adjuſted, 
made ſuch a clatter about his ears with a cudgel, that 
his eyes had almoſt ſtarted from their ſockets. His 
voice was loſt within the vizor, and his friend af⸗ 
fected not to underſtand. his meaning when he made 
ſigns with his gauntlets, and endeavoured to cloſe 
with him, that he mighit wreſt the cudgel from. his 
hand. At length he deſiſted, ſaying, « 12: warrant 


the helmet found. by. its ringing; and taking it. off, 


found the quire in a cold ſweat. He would have 
atchie ved his firſt exploit on the ſpot, had his ſtrength 
permitted him to affault Dawdle; but, what with 
Want of air, and the diſcipline he had vndergone, he 

had well nigh, ſwooned away; and before he retrieved 
Z (hp: ule of his a he v was g by the 25 


logies 


-y 
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logies e of his companion, who proteſted he meant no; 
thing more than to try if the helmet was free of cracks 
and whether or not it would 2 U a Bod protittion 
forithe hedd it covered. 

His excuſes were accepted; be armdur was packs 
ed up; and next morning Mr. Syeamore {et but from 
his on houſe, emp by Dawdle, who under: 
took to perform the part of his" *ſquire at the ap! 
11 5 7 combat.” He was alfo attended by à ſer- 
vant on horſeback; who had Charge of 'the mur, 
and another who blcwed the tfümpet. They no 
ſooner underſtood that our hefe was hoüſed at the 
George, thin the trumpeter founded a charge, Which 
alarmed ſir Launcelot and his company, and Ailturbed 
honeſt captain Crowe in the midtile of his firſt ſleep: 
Their next ſtep was to pen a challenge, which? wWhen 
the ſtranger departed, was by the trumpeter delivered 
with great ceremony into the hands: of fir Launcelot, 
who read it in theſe words: * Ta the Knight 'of the 
Creſcent, greeting.” Whereas I am informed you have 
the preſumption to lay claim to- the heart of the 
peerleſs Aurelia Darnel, I give you' notice that I can 
admit no rivalſhip in the affecklon of that para 01. of 
beauty; and, Lexpecb that you will either refign'your 

tetenſions, or make it appear in ſingle combat, ac- 
cording to the law of arms, and the inſtitutions of 
chivalry; that you are worthy to Giſputs' her favour 
with him of the Griffin. Por Y DPR 
Our adventurer was not a little ſurprized- at this | 
addreſs, which however 'he pocketed. i in ſilence, and 
began to reflect, not without mortification, that he 
was treated as a lunatic by ſome perſon who waiited 
to amuſe himfelf with the infirmities of his fellow- 
creatures. Mr. Tliomas Clarke, who ſaw the cere- 
many with which the letter was delivered, and the 
emotions with which it was read, hied him to the 
kitchen for intelligence, and there learned that the 
ſtranger was ”ſquire Sycamore. -* He forthwith com- 
9 the nature * the Billet, and, in the ap- 
9 


+ 
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prehenſion that bloodſhed would enſue, reſolved to 
alarm his uncle, that he might aſſiſt in keeping the 
peace. He accordingly entered the apartment of the 
captain, who had been waked: by the trumpet, and 
now peeviſhly aſked the meaning of that damned 
piping, as all hands were called upon deck. Clarke 
having imparted What he ; knew of the tranſaction, 
together with his own conjectures, the captain ſaid, 
he did not ſuppoſe as how they would engage by 
candle light; and that for his own part he ſhould 
turn out in tlie larboard watch, long enough before 
any ſignals could be hove out for forming the line. 
With this aſſurance the lawyer retired to his neſt, 
where he did not fail to dream of Mrs. Dolly Cowſlip, 
while fir Launcelot paſſed the night awake, in rumi- 
nating on the ſtrange challenge he had received. He 
had got notice that the ſender was Mr. Sycamore, 
and heſitated with himſelf whether he ſhould not 
puniſh Rim for his impertinence; but when he re- 
flefted on the nature of the diſpute, and the ſerious 
conſequences it might produce, he reſolved to decline 
the combat, as a trial of right and merit founded up- 
on abſurdity. Even in his maddeſt hours he never 
adopted thoſe: maxims of knight-errantry which re- 
nated to challenges. He always perceived the foll7 
and wWickedneſs of defying a man to mortal fight, be- 
cauſe he did not like the colour of his beard, or the 
complexion of his miſtreſs; or of deciding by homi- 
cide whether he or his rival deſerved the preference, 
when it was the lady's prerogative to determine which 
ſhould - be the happy lover. It was his opinion that 
chivalry was an uſeful inſtitution while confined to 
its original purpoſes of protecting the innocent, aſ- 
ſiſting the friendlets, and bringing the guilty to con- 
dign puniſhtnent : but he could not conceive how 
theſe laws: ſhould: be anſwered by violating every ſug 
geſtion of reaſon, and every precept of humanity. 
Captain Crowe did not examine the matter fo phi- 
lofcphically. He tock it for granted that in the 
ST | 1 morning 


| 


— 


lept ſound on that 


it was day, reſolved to be ſome how concerned in the 
fray; and underſtanding that the ſtranger had a com- 


192 EE ADVENTURES. OF 


morning the two 5 would come to action, and 
uppoſition. But he roſe before 


panion, ſet him down immediately for his own an- 
tagoniſt. So impatient was he to eſtabliſh this ſe- 


condary conteſt, that by day- break he entered the 


chamber of Da dle, to which he was directed by the 
waiter, and fouſed him with a hilloah, that might 
have been heard at the diſtance of half a league. 
Dawdle, ſtartled by this terrific ſound, ſprung out a 


bed, and ſtood upright on the floor, before he open-: 
ed his eyes upon the object by which he had been. 10 | 


dreadfully alarmed. But when he beheld the head 


of Crowe, ſo ſwelled and ſwathed, ſo livid, ' hideous, 
and griſly, with a broad ſword by his fide; and a 
caſe. of piſtols in his girdle, he believed it was the 


apparition of ſome murdered man; his hair briſtled 


up, his teeth chat tered, and his knees knocked; he 


would have prayed, but his tongue denied its office. 
Crowe ſeeing his perturbation, May -hap, friend, 


ſaid he, you take me for a buccaneer; but I am no 
ſuch perſon. My name is captain Crowe. —1 come. 
not for your ſilver nor your gold, your rigging: nor 


your ſtowage; but hearing as how. your friend antends 


to bring my friend ſir Launcelot Greaves ta action, 
d'ye ſee, I deſire in the way of friendſhip, that, while 
they are engaged, you and I, as their ſeconds, may 
lie board and board for a few glaſſes to divert one 
another, d'ye fee.” Dawdle hearing this requeſt, be- 
gan to retrieve his faculties, and throwing himſelf into 
the attitude of Hamlet when ring Ghoft eee ex. 


claimed in theatrical accent, 
Angels and miniſters of grace defend hi : . a 1 Rn 
Art thou a ſpirit of grace, or goblin damn'd 2% Ae 51/7 


Fas he ſeemed: to bend his eye on vatancy,: the i 
captain began to think that he really ſaw ſomething 
preternatural, and ſtared wildly. around. Then ad- 


ne himſelf to the terrified. Dawdle, < _— 


(ad 
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(ſaid he) for what ſhould I be damn'd ? if you are 
afeard of goblins, brother, put your truſt in the 
Lord, and he'll prove a ſheet anchor to you. The 
other having by this time recollected himſelf perfetly, 


continued notwithflanding to ſpout e ON and 1 in 


the words of Macbeth pronoumed,: 


„ What man dare, I dare: 

Approach thou like the rugged Ruffian bear, 
The arm'd rhinoceros, or Hyrcanian tyger ; 
Take any ſhape but that, and my firm nerves 
Shall never tremble. 


« *Ware names, Jack, (cried the impatient mariner) 
if ſo be as how you'll bear a hand and. rig yourſelf, 
and take a ſhort trip with me into the offing, we'll 
overhaul this here affair in the turning of a capſtan.“ 
At this juncture they were joined by Mr. Sy ca- 
more in his night-gown and ſlippers. Diſturbed by 
Crowe's firſt ſalute he had ſprung up, and now ex- 
preſſed no ſmall aſtoniſnment at firſt ſight of the no- 
vice's countenance. After having gazed alternately 


at him and Dawdle, Who have we got here,” ſaid 


he, “ raw head and bloody bones?“ When his friend, 
ſlipping on his cloaths, gave him to underſtand that 


this was a friend of Sir Launcelot Greaves, and ex- 


plained the purport of his errand, he treated him 
with more civility. He aſſured him that he ſhould 
have the pleaſure to, break a ſpear with Mr. Dawdle; 
and ſignified his ſurprize that fir Launcelot had made 
no anſwer to his letter. It being by this time clear 
day-light, and Crowe extremely intereſted in this 
affair, he broke without. ceremony into the. knight's 
chamber, and told him abruptly that the enemy had 
brought to, and waited for his coming up, in order to 
begin the action. I've hailed his conſort,” ſaid he, 


La ſhambling chattering fellow: he took me firſt for a 


hobgoblin, then called me names, a tyger, a wrynoſe 
o'rols, and a Perſian bear; but egad, if 1 come 
raged ſtaff before we part —5 Wool! 8 

. VI. N 


194 THE ADVENTURES Fart 


This intimation was not received with that alactiy 


which the captain expected to find in our adventurer, 


who told him in a peremptory tone, that he had no 
deſign to come to action, and deſired to be left to 
his repoſe. Crowe forthwith retired creſt · fallen, and 
muttered ſomething which was never diſtinctly heard. 
About eight in the morning Mr. Dawdle brought 


him a formal meſſage from the knight of the Griffin, 


deſiring he would appoint the liſts, and give ſecurity 
of the field. To which requeſt be made anſwer in a 
very compoſed and folemn accent, “ if the perſon who 
ſent you thinks I have injured bim, let him without 
diſguiſe, or any ſuch ridiculous ceremony, explain 
the nature of the wrong ; and then I ſhall give ſuch 


ſatisfaction as may ſuit my conſcience” and my cha- 


racter. If he hath beſtowed his affection upon any 
particular object, and looks upon me as a favoured 
rival, I ſhall not wrong the lady ſo much as to take 


any ſtep that may prejudice her choice, eſpecially A 
ſtep that contradicts my own reaſon as much ns it 


would outrage the laws of my country. If he who 
calls himſelf knight of the Griffin is really deſirous 


of treading in the paths of true chivalry, he will not 
want opportunities of fignalizing his valour in the 


_ cauſe of virtue.—Should he, notwithſtanding this de- 


claration, offer violence to me in the courſe of my 
occafions, he will always find me in a poſture of 
defence: or, ſhould he perſiſt in repeating his im- 
portunies, I ſhall without ceremony chaſtiſe the meſ- 
fenger.” His declining the combat was interpreted 
into fear by Mr. Sycamore, who now became: more 
inſolent and ferocious, on the ſappoſition of out 
Knight's timidity. Sir Launcelot mean while went to. 
breakfaſt with his friends, and having put on his ar- 


mnour, ordered the horſes to be brought forth. Thea 


he paid the bill, and walking deliberately to the 
te, in preſence ' "ſquire- Sycamore and his atten- 
dants, vaulted at one ſpring into'the-ſaddle of Bron- 
Zagat, whoſe * and EE Non the 
. Ee Joy 
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Though the knight of the Griffin did pot think 


* 


proper to inſult his rival Naben hi friend Paw. 
jol 


dle did not fail to crack ſome jokes on the figure 
and horſemanſhip of Crowe, who again declared he 
ſhould be glad to fall in with him upon the voyage: 
nor did Mr. Clarke's black patch and rueful coun- 
tenance paſs unnoticed and unridiculed. As for 
Timothy Crabſhaw, he bcheld bis brother (quir 
with the contempt of a veteran: and Gilbert ' paic 
him his compliments with his heels at parting : but 
when our adventurer and his retinue wete clear of the 
inn, Mr: Sycamore ordered his trumpeter to ſound a 
retreat, by way of triumph over his antagoniſt. 
Perhaps he would have contented himſelf with this 
kind of victory, had not Dawdle further inflamed by 
envy and ambition, by launching out in praiſe of fir 


Launcelot: He obſerved that his countenance was 


open and manly ; his joints ſtrong knit, and his form 
unexceptionable; that he trod like Hercules, and 
vaulted into the ſaddle like a winged Mercury: nay; 
he even hinted it was lucky for Sycamore that the 
knight of tlie Creſcent happened to be fo pacificall 
diſpoſed. His patron ſickened at theſe pfaiſes, an 

took fire at the laſt obſervation. He affected to un- 
derxalue ;perſgnal beauty, though the opinion of the 
world had been favourable to himſelf in that particu- 
lar: he faid be was at leaſt two inches taller than 
Greaves ; and as to ſhape. and air, he would make 
no compariſons z but with reſpect to riding, he was 
ſure he had a better ſeat than fir Launcelot, and 
would wager five hundred to fifty guineas, that he 
would unhorſe him at the firſt encounter. There 
is 89 occaſion for laying wagers, replied Mr. Dawdle, 
the doubt may be determined in half .an hour—fir 


Launcelot is not a man to avoid you at füll gatlop.” 


Ycamore, after ſome heſitation, deglared he wouk 
follow and provoke him to battle, gn-,condition the 
7 n 
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Dawdle would engage Crowe; and this condition was 
accepted : for, though Davy had no ſtomach to the 
trial, he could not readily find an excuſe for dechning 
it: beſides, he had diſcovered the captain to be 3 
very bad horſeman, and reſolved to eke out his 
'own ſcanty valour with a border of ingenuity. The 
ſervants were immediately ordered to unpack the ar- 
mour, and, in a little time, Mr. Sycamore made a 
very formidable appearance. But the ſcene that fol. 


lowed is too important to be huddled in at the end of 


a chapter; and therefore we ſhall reſerve it for a more 
conſpicuous place 1 in theſe memoirs. * 


4 
* #4 ++ 56 


CHAP: X. 


1 Ne. 


1 the n bf the knights of the e Griff 
Aud Creſe ö 

M'. 8 alias the knight of the Griffin, Þ 
denominated from a grifhn painted on | his 
ſhield,” being armed at all points, and his friend 
Dawdle Provided with a certain implement, which he 
flattered himſelf would enſure a victory over the no- 
vice Crowe; they ſet out from the George, with their 


attendants, in all the elevation of hope, and pranced 
along the highway that led towards London, that being 


the road which our adventurer purſued. As they were 


— 


extremely well mounted, and proceeded at a round 

Pace, they, in leſs than two hours, came up with fir 

Launcelot and his company; and Sycamore ſent ano- 

ther formal defiance to the knight, by his trumpe- 

bal Dayvdle having, for good reaſons, declined that 
8 


On Our adventurer kent himſelf thus addrefied; al 


| Hein bis rival, who had paſſed him, poſted to ob- 


ais progreſs, armed cap-a-pie, with his lanee in 
hs reſt, determined to give the ſatisfaction that was 


| Fuſs, ant defired that che regulations of the com- 


bat 
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bat might be eſtabliſned. The knight of the Griffin 
propoſed that the vanquiſhed party ſhould reſign all 
pretenſions to Miſs Aurelia Darnel, in favour of the 
victor; that while the. principals were engaged, his 
friend Dawdle ſhould run a tilt with captain Crowe; 
that ſquire Crabſhaw and Mr. Sycamore's ſervant. 


ſhould keep themſelves. in readineſs. to aſſiſt their 
xeſpettive- maſters occaſionally, according to the law. 
of arms; and that Mr. Clarke ſhould obſerve the 
motions of the trumpeter, whoſe province was to ſound 
the charge to battle. N 

Our knight agreed to theſe regulations, notwith- 
ſtanding the earneſt and pathetic remonſtrances of 
the young lawyer, Who, with tears in his eyes, con- 
jured all the combatants, in their turns, to refrain 
from an action that might be attended with bloodſhed 
and murder; and was contrary. to the laws both of 
God and man. In vain he endeavoured to move 
them by tears and entreaties, by threatening them 
with proſecutions in this world, and pains and penal- 
ties in the next: they perſiſted in their reſolution, 
and his uncle would have begun hoſtilities on his car- 
caſe, had he not been prevented by ſir Launcelot, 
who exhorted Clarke to retire from the field, that he 


might not be involved in the conſequences of the 
gombat. He reliſhed this advice ſo well, that he had 
actually moved off to ſome diſtance; but his appre- 
henſions and concern for his friends co-operating with 
an inſatiable curioſity, detained him in ſight of the 
engagement. 's 251 ; . „ 1 
The two knights having fairly divided the ground, 
and the ſame precautions being taken by the ſeconds, 
on another part of the field, Sycamore began to be 
invaded with ſome ſcruples, which were probably en- 
gendered by the martial appearance, and well known 
character of his antagoniſt. The confidence which 
he had derived from the reluctance of fir Launcelot 
no vaniſhed, becauſe it plainly, appeared, that the 
knight's backwardneſs was not owing to perſonal ti- 


* midity; 
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2 and be foreſow that the proſecution of this 
1315 right be attended with very ſerious eonſequences 
: to bis own life and reputation. He, therefore, defired 

a parley; in which he obſerved his affection for Mify 
Purnel was of fuch a delicate nature, that ſhould the 
diſcomfitute of his rival contribute te make her un- 
happy, his victory muſt refider him the moſt miſerable 
 wretch upon earth. He propoſed, therefore; that her 
ſentiments and choice ſhould be Refine? before 
they procteded to'extremity, 

Sir Launcelot declared that he wk hs Gele 
afraid of cttibsting Avrelia's inclination, than of op- 
be the knight of the Griffin in arms LN and that if 

6 had'the leaft reaſon to think Mr. Sycamore; or any 
6ther perſon, Was diſtinguiſned by her preference, be 
would inftantly give up his fait as deſperate. At 
the ſame time, he obſerved that Sycaniote had pro- 
_ E66d8d too far to retract; that he had infulted a gen- 

theman, and not only challenged, but even purlued 
him, and blocked up his paſſage in the public high- 
way; outrages which he (fir Launcel6t) would not 
fuffer to pals unpuniſhed. Accerdingl) he infiſted 
en the Combat, on pain of treating Mr. Sycatnore as 
4 craven, and a recreant. This declaration was rein- 
forced by Dawdle, who told him, that ſhould he now 
Feline THE engagement, all the world would look upon 
him as an — poltroon. * | 
- Theſe two obſervations S a neceſſary fillip to 
the courage of the challenger. The parties took their 
ſtations: the e ſounded to charge, and the 
combatants began their career with great impetuofity. 
Whether the gleam of fir Launcelot's arms affrighted 
Mr. Syeanofé's feed, or ſofne other object hed an 
unlucky effect en his ehe- icht, certain it is he ſtarted 
at about midway, and gave his rider ſuch a violent 
ſhake as diſcompoſed his attitude, and diſabled him 
from uſing his lance to the beſt advantage. Had our 
hero contiuued His Career, with his lance couched, in 
all MICE — armour would have proved 
: — N but 


N * 


perceiving his rival's ſpear unreſted, had juſt time to 


tlirow up tlie point of his own, when the two horles 


cloſed! with ſuch a ſhock, that Sycamore, already 
wavering in the ſaddle, was overthrown, and his armour 


— 


craſhed atbund him as he fell. eters atfrrys 

The victor, ſeeing him lie without motion, alighted 
immediately and began to unbuckle his helmet, in 
which office he was aſſiſted by the trumpeter. When 


the head - piece was removed, the hapleſs knight of the 


Griffin appeared in the pale livery of death, though he 
was only in à fwoon, from which he ſoon recovered by 


the effect of the freſh air, and the aſperſion of cold 


water, brought from a ſmall pool in the neighbourhood. 


When he recognized his: conqueror doing the offices 
of humanity about his perſon, he cloſed. his eyes from 
vexation, told ſir Launcglot that his was the fortune 


of the day, tliough he himſelf owed his miſchance to 


the fault of his own horſe; and obſerved that this 
ridiculous affair would not have happened, but for the 


miſchievous inſtigation of that ſcoundrel Dawdle, on 


whoſe ribs he threatened to revenge this miſhnadsz. 


Perhaps captain Crowe might have ſaved him the 
trouble, had the wag honourably adhered to the in- 
ſtitutions of chivalry, in his conflict with our novice; 
but on this occafion, his ingenuity was more com- 
mendable than his courage. He had provided at the 
inn a blown bladder, in which ſeveral ſmooth pebbles 
were incloſed; and this he flily fixed on the head of 
his pole, when the captain obeyed the fignal of battle. 
Inſtead of bearing the brunt of the encounter, he 


* 


turned out of the ſtraight line, fo as to avoid che 


lance of his antagoniſt, and rattled his bladder with 
ſuch effect, that Crowe's horſe pricking up his ears, 
took to his heels, and fled acroſs ſome ploughed land 
with ſuch precipitation, that the rider was obliged to 
quit his ſpear, and lay faſt hold on the mane, that he 
right not be thrown out of the ſaddle. Dawdle, 
who was much better mounted, ſeeing his condition, 
Ts rode 
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put à bad defence to his carcaſe; but ſir Launcelot 
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rode-up to the unfortunate novice, and belaboured Nn 
ſhoulders without fear of retaliation. - 

Mr. Clarke, ſeeing his kinſman ſo roughly handled, 
forgot his fears, = flew to his aſſiſtance; but, before 
he came up, the aggreſſor had retired; and now per- 
ceiving that fortune had declared againſt his friend and. 
patron, very honourably abandoned him in his diſtreß, 

and went off at full ſpeed for London. 

Nor was Timothy Crabſhaw without his ſhare i in 
the noble atchievements of this propitious day. He 
had by this time imbibed ſuch a tincture of errantry, 
that he firmly believed himſelf and his maſter equally 
invincible; and this belief operating upon a perverſe 
diſpoſition rendered him as quarrelſome in his ſphere, 
as his maſter was mild and forbearing. As he ſat on 
horſeback, in the place aſſigned to him and Sycamore's 
lacquey, he managed Gilbegt in ſuch a manner, as to 
invade with his heels the poſteriors of the other's 
horſe; and this inſult produced ſome altercation, 
which ended in mutual aſſault. The footman handled 
the butt - end of his horſe-whip with great dexterity 
about the head of Crabſhaw, who declared afterwards, 
that it ſung and ſimmered like a kettle of cod- fili: 
but the ſquire, who underſtood the nature of lo 
laſhes, as having been a carter from his infancy, fou 
means to twine his thong about the neck of his anta- 
goniſt, and pull him off his horſe half ſtrangled, at the 
very inſtant 1 maſter Was thrown! by fir e 
Greaves. # 

. \Havine! thus dated the db he did He much 
nd the punctilios of chivalry; but taking it for 

anted he had a right to make the moſt of his 

idvantage, reſolved to carry off the ſpolia opima. 
Alighting with great agility, Brother, (cried he) I 
think as haw-yawrs bean't a butcher's horſe, a doan't 
carry calves well I' ſe make yaw knaw your churning 
days, I wool—what yaw look as. if yaw. was crow- 
| en 5 IP da os oy ſhall. Pay the ſcore 
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you have been running on my pate, you ſhall, bro- 
ther.“ : ; Da 


So ſaying, he rifled his pockets, ſtripped hinv of hie 
hat and coat, and took poſſeſſion of his maſter's port- 


manteau. But he did not long enjoy his plunder: 
for the lacquey complaining. to fir Launcelot, of his 
having been deſpoiled, the knight commanded his 


ſquire to refund, not without menaces of ſubjecting: 


him to the ſevereſt chaſtiſement, for his injuſtice and 
rapacity. Timothy repreſented, with great vene- 


mence, that he had won the ſpoils in fair battle, at 


the expence of his head and ſhoulders, which he im- 
mediately uncovered, to prove his allegation: but 


his remonſtrance having no effect upon his maſter, 


« Wounds! (cried he) an I mun gee thee back the 
pig, ſe. gee thee back the poke allo; I'm a drubbing 
ſtill in thy debt.” 31 % bas 

With theſe words, he made a moſt furious attack 
upon the plaintiff; with his horſe-whip, and before the 
knight could interpoſe, repaid the lacquey with in- 
tereſt. As an appurtenance to Sycamore and Dawdle, 
he ran the riſque of another aſſault from the novice 


Crowe, who was fo tranſported. with rage, at the diſa- 


eeable trick which had been played upon him, by his 
ugitive antagoniſt, that he could not for ſome time 
pronounce an articulate ſound, but a few broken in- 
terjections, the meaning of which could not be aſcer- 
tained, Snatching up his pole, he ran towards the 


place where Mr. Sycamore ſat on the graſs, ſupported 


by the trumpeter, and would have finiſhed what our 
adventurer had left undone, if the knight of the Creſ- 
cent, with admirable dexterity, had not warded off 
the blow which he aimed at the knight of the Griffin, 
and fignified his difpleaſure in a reſolute tone: then 


he collared the lacquey, who was juſt diſengaged from 


the chaſtiſing hand of Crabſhaw, and ſwinging his 
lance with his other hand, encountered. the ſquire's 
nbs by accident. | 12 


Timothy was not flow in returning the ſalutation, 
| | 3 : with 
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with the weapon which be ſtill wielded: Mer. Clarks, 
running 9 to the aſſiſtance of his uncle, was oppoſed 


quey, who ſfeetnied extremely deſirous of 
ſering the enemy revenge his quarrel, by falling foul 
of one another. Clarke, thus impeded, commenced 


hoſtilities againſt the footman, while Crowe grappled 


with Crabſhaw; a battle-royal enſued, and was main- 
tained with great vigour, and ſome bloodſhed on all 
ſides,” until the authority of fir Launcelot, reinforced 
by ſome weighty temonſtrances, applied to the *ſquire, 
put an end to the conflict. Crabſhaw immediate] 

deſiſted, and ran roaring to communicate his griev- 
ances to Gilbert, who ſeemed to ſympathize very 


Uttle with his diſtreſs. The lacquey took to his heels; 
Mr. Clarke wiped his bloody noſe, declating he had 


a god mind to put the aggreſſor in the Crown- office; 
and captain Crowe continued to ejaculate unconnected 
oaths, which, however, ſeemed to imply that he was 
almoſt fick of his new profeſſion. © D—n my eyes, 
if you call this ſtart my timbers, brother—look ye, 


d'ye ſee a louſy, lubberly, cowardly fon of a among 


the breakers, d' ye ſee—loſt my ſteerage way — ſplit 
my binnacle; haul away O! damn all arrantry— 
give me a tight veſſel, d ye fee, brother mayhap you 
mayn't-—ſnatch' my ſea root and a ſpanking gale— 
odds heart, Vil hold a whole year's ſmite my limbs; 
it don't ſignify talking 
Our hero conſoled the novice for his diſaſter, by 
obſerving, that if he had got ſome blows, he had loſt 
no honour. At the ſame time he obſerved that it 
was. very difficult, if not impoſſible, for a man to 
fucceed in the paths of chivalry who had paſſed the 


better part of his days in other occupations; and 


hinted, that as the cauſe which had engaged him in 
this way of life no longer exiſted, he was determined 
to relinquiſh a profeſſion, which, in a peculiar manner, 
expoſed him to the moſt diſagreeable incidents. 
(Crowe. chewed the cud upon this inſinuation, while 
the other perſonages of the drama were employed in 
Terk I catching 
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_ eatching the horſes, which had given their riders the 


flip. As for Mr. Sycamore, he was fo bruiſed by his 
fall, that it was neceffary to procure a litter for con- 


yeying kim to the next town, and the ſervant was 


diſpatched for this convenience, fir, Launcelot ſtaying 
with him until it arrived, oP TIT 


e in thy cntlegiptcs 
Hero took leave of him in theſe terms; I ſhall not 


init upon your ſubmitting to the terms you yourſelf 
propoſed before this rencounter. I give you free 
leave to uſe all your advantages, in an honourable way, 
for promoting your ſuit with the young lady of whom 
you profeſs yourſelf enamoured. Should you have re- 
courle to ſiniſter practices, you will find fir Launcelot 
Greaves ready to demand an account of your conduct, 
not in the character of a lunatic knight - errant, but as 


a plain Engliſh gentleman, jealous of his honour, and 


feſdlute in his purpoſe,” ?“ 


T6 this addrefs Mr. Sycamore made no reply, but 
with a ſullen aſpect ordered the carriage to proceed; 


and it moved accordingly to the right, our hero's road 


0 London lying in the other direction. refit. 

Sir Launcelot had already exchanged his armour 
for a riding-coat; hat, and boots; and Crowe parting 
with his ſkull-cap and leathern jerkin, regained in 
ſome reſpects the appearance of a human creature. 
Thus metamorphoſed, they purſued their way in an 
eaſy pace, Mr. Clarke endeavouring to amuſe them 
with a learned diſſertation on the law, tending to de- 
monſtrate that Mr; Sycamore was, by his behaviour 
of that day, liable to three different actions, beſides 


a commiſſion of lunacy; and that Dawdle might be 


proſecuted for having practiſed ſubtle craft to the 
annoyance of his uncle, over and aboye an action for 
aſſault and battery; becauſe, for why? The ſaid 
Ctowe having run away, as might be eaſily proved, 
before any blows were given, the ſaid Dawdle, by 
nb. him even out of the high road, putting him in 
fear, and committing battery on his body, became, to 
OP | 1 95 | 6” mn 
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* all intents and purpoſes, the aggreſſor; and an indift« 
ment would lie in Banco Regi. 
The Captain's pride was ſo ſhocked at theſe bien. 
1 vations, that he exclaimed with equal rage and impa- 
| tience, “ Tou lie, you dog, in Bilkum Regis. you 
1 lie, 1 ay, you lubber, I did not run away nor was I 
1 | in fear; d'ye fee: It was my fon of a bitch of a horſe 
th would not obey. the helm, d'ye ſee, whereby I 
ou'dn't uſe my metal, d'ye ſee— As for the matter of 
ey you and fear may kiſs my—=So don't go and 
heave your ſtink· pots at my character, d' ye ſee, r 
agad Il trim thee fore and aft with a—I-wool.” Tom 
proteſted he meant nden but a little ſpeculation; 
and Crowe was appealed. ſ 
In the evening they hed the town of Bugden 
without any farther 1 8 and Pafſeck oy nicht! in 
great tranquillity. 
Next morning, even after the n were ordined 
to be ſaddled, Mr. Clarke, without ceremony, entered 
the apartment of fir Launcelot, leading in a female, 
| who proved to be the identical Mrs. Dolly Cowflp. 
This young woman advancing to the knight, cried; 
O, fir Launcelot ! my dear leady, my dear leady!' 
but was hindered from proceeding by a flood of tears, 
which the tender-hearted lawyer mingled with a plen- 
tiful ſhower of ſympathy. 

Our adventurer ſtarting at this as. «.0 
1 (cried he) where is my Aurelia? ſpeak, 
where did you leave that jewel of my ſoul? anſwer 
me in a moment am all terror and impatience!ꝰ 

Dolly baving recollected herſelf, told him that Mr. 
75 3 lodged his niece in the new buildings by 

ay-fair; that on the ſecond night after their arrival, 
a very warm expoſtulation had paſſed between Aurelia 
and her uncle, who next morning diſmiſſed Dolly, 

„ witliout permitting her to take 150 of her miſtreſs, 
. and that ſame day moved to another part of the town, 
2s ſhe afterwards learned of the landlady, though ſhe 
| could not inform her whither they were gone. T hat 


when 
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when ſhe was turned away, John Clump, one of the 
footmen, who pretended to have a kindneſs for her, 


had faithfully promiſed to call upon her, and let her 


know what paſſed in the! family; ; but as he did not 
keep his word, and ſhe was an utter ſtranger in Lon- 
don, without friends or ſettlement, ſhe had reſolved to 
return to her mother, and travelled ſo far on foot lince 
mere morning. V1 
Our knight, who had Sapecked the wed diſmal 
tidings from her lamentable preamble, was pleaſed to 
find his preſaging fears diſappointed ; though he was 
far from being ſatisfied with the diſiniffion of Dolly, 
from whoſe attachment to his intereſt, joined to her 
influence over Mr. Clump, he had hoped to reap ſuch 
intelligence as would guide him to the haven of his 
deſires. After a minute's reflection, he ſaw it would 
be expedient to carry back Mrs. Cowſlip, and lodge 
her at the place where Mr: Clump had promiſed to 
viſit her with intelligence; for, in all probability, it 
was not for want of inclination that he had not * 
his promiſe. 
Dolly did not expreſs any averſion to the ſcheme 
of returning to London, where ſhe hoped once more 
to rejoin her dear lady, to whom by this time ſhe was 
attached by the ſtrongeſt ties of affection ; and her 
inclination in this reſpect was aſſiſted by the con- 
ſideration of having the company of the young law- 
yer, who, it plainly appeared, had made ſtrange ha- 


vock in her heart, though it muſt; be owned, for the 


honour of this blooming damſel, that her thoughts 
had never once deviated from the paths of innocence 
and virtue. The more fir Launcelot ſurveyed: this 
_ agreeable maiden, - the more he felt himſelf diſpoſed 
to take care of her fortune; and from this day he be- 
gan to ruminate on a ſcheme which was afterwards 
conſummated in her favour In the mean time he 


laid injunctions on Mr. Clarke to conduct his ad- 
dreſſes to Mrs. Cowſlip according to the rules of ho- 


nour and „ as ihe valued } his countenance and 
t 25 fnend{bip. 
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friendſhip. His next ſtep was to procure a ſadgdle- 
horſe for Dolly, who preferred this to any other ſort 


of carriage, and thereby gratified the wiſh of her ad- 


miter, who longed to ſee her on horſeback in her green 


. 150 | 
The armour, including the accoutrements of the 
novice and the 'ſ{quire were left in the care of the 
inn-keeper, and Timothy Crabſhaw was ſo metamors- 
phoſed by a plain livery: frock, that even Gilbert with 
difficulty recogniſed: his perſon. As for the novice 
Crowe, his head had almoſt reſumed its natural di- 
menſions, but then his whole face was ſo .covered 
with a livid ſuffuſion, his noſe appeared ſo flat, and 
his lips fo tumified, that he might very well have 
ve for a Caffre or Æthiopian. Every eircum- 

e being now adjuſted, they departed from Bug- 
den in a regular cavalcade, dined at Hatfield, and 
in the evening arrived at the Bull and Gate inn in 
Holborn, where they eſtabliſhed | their quarters for 


the night. 


us firſt ſtep which fir Launcelot took in the 
1 morning that ſucceeded his arrival in London, 
was to ſettle Mrs. Dolly Cowflip in lodgings at the 
houſe where John Clump had promiſed to viſit her; 
as he did not doubt, that though the viſit was de- 
layed, it would ſome time or other be performed, and 


in that caſe he might obtain ſome intelligence of 


Aurelia. Mr. Thomas Clarke was permitted te take 


up his . habitation in the ſame houſe, on his earneſtly 
defiring he might be intruſted with the office of con- 
veying information and inſtruction between Dolly 
and our adventurer, The knight himſelf reſolved 

LOLI FELL to 
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to live retired until he ſhould receive ſome tidings 


relating to Miſs Darnel that would influence his con- 
duct; but he propoſed to frequent places of publie 
reſort incognito, that he might have ſome chance of 
meeting by accident with the miſtreſs of his heart. 

Taking it for granted that the oddities of Crowe 
would help to amuſe him in his hours of ſolitude and 
diſappointment, he invited that original to be his 
gueſt at a ſmall houſe which he determined to hire 


ready furniſned in the neighbourhood of Golden- 


ſquare. The captain thanked him for his courteſy, 

and frankly embraced his offer, though he did not 
much approve of the knight's choice in point af 
ſituation. He ſaid he would recommend him to a 
ſpecial good upper- deck hard by St. Catherine's in 
Wapping, where he would be delighted with the 
proſpect of the ſtreet forwards, well frequented by 
paſſengers, carts, drays, and other carriages; and hay- 
ing backwards an agreeable yiew of alderman Parſon's 
great brewhouſe, with two hundred hogs feeding al- 
moſt under the window. As a further inducement, 
he mentioned the vicinity of the Tower guns, which 
would regale his hearing on days of ſalutation; nor 
did he forget the ſweet ſound of mooring and un- 
mooring ſhips in the river, and the pleaſing objects 


on the other ſide of the Thames, diſplayed in the 
cooſ·vy docks and cabbage-gardens of Rotherhithe.— 


Sir Launcelot was not inſenſible to the beauties of 


this landſcape, but, his purſuit lying another way, he 


contented himſelf with a leſs enchanting ſituation, 
and Crowe accompanied him out of pure friendſhip. 


At night Mr. Clarke arrived at our bero's houſe 


with tidings that were by no means agreeable. He 
told him that Clump had left a letter for Dolly, in- 


forming her that his maſter, ſquire Darnel, was to 


ſet out early in the morning for Vork ſhire; but he 


could give no account of her lady, who had the daß 


before been conveyed, he knew not whither, in a 
hackney-cqach, attended by her uncle and an ill- 
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looking fellow, who had much the appearance of x 
2 or une ſo that he feared ſhe was in trou- 
a 2 ; 
Sir Launcelot was deeply affected by this intima- 
60. His apprehenſion was even rouſed by a ſuſpicion 
that a man of Darnel's violent temper and unprin- 
cipled heart, might have practiſed upon the life of his 
lovely niece ; but, upon recollection, he could not 
ſuppoſe that he had recourſe to ſuch infamous ex- 
pedients, knowing as he did that an account of her 
would be demanded at his hands, and that it would be 
eaſily proved he had conveyed her from the lodging 1 in 
which ſhe reſided, 

His firſt fears now gave way to another ſuggeſtion, 
that Anthony, in order to intimidate her into a com- 
pliance with his propoſals, had trumped up a ſpu- 
rious claim againſt her, and by virtue of a writ con- 
| fined her in ſome priſon or ſpunging-houſe. Poſſeſſed 
with this idea, he deſired Mr. Clarke to ſearch the 
ſheriff's office in the morning, that he might know 
whether any ſuch writ had been granted; and he 
himſelf reſolved to make a tour of the great priſons 
belonging to the metropolis, to enquire if perchance 
ſhe might not be confined under a borrowed name, 
Finally, he determined if poſſible to appriſe her of his 
place of abode by a paragraph in all the daily papers, 
ſignifying that fir Launcelot Greaves had arrived at 
his houſe: near Golden-ſquare, | 
All theſe reſolutions were punctually PINT ART No 
| ſuch writ had been taken out in the ſheriff's office; 
and therefore our hero ſet out on his jail expedition, 
accompanied by Mr. Clarke, who had contracted 
ſome acquaintance with the commanding officers in 
' theſe garriſons, in the courſe of his clerkſhip, and 
practice as an attorney. The. firſt day they ſpent in 
proſecuting their inquiry through the Gate-houſe, 
Fleet, and Marſhalſea; the next they allotted to the 

King's Bench, where they underſtood there was a 

great N of priſoners. There they propoſed » 

f make 
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make à minute ſcrutiny, by the help of Mr. Norton; 
the'deputy-marſhal, who was Mr. Clarke's intimate 
friend, and had nothing at all of the jailor either in 
his appearance or in his difpoſition, which was re- 
markably humane and benevolent towards all his fel - 
low-creatures; 0006-208 work 156.7 

The knight having beſpoke dinner at a tavern in 
the Borough, was, together with captain Crowe, con- 


ducted to the priſon of the King's Bench, which is 


ſituated in St. George's Fields, about a mile from the 
end of Weſtminſter-bridge, and appears like a neat 
little regular town, conſiſting of one ſtreet, furrounded 


by a very high wall, including an open piece of 


ground, which may be termed a garden, where the 
priſoners take the air, and amuſe themſelves with a 
variety of diverſions. Except the entrance, where 
the turnkeys keep watch and ward, there is nothing 

in the place that looks like a jail, or bears the lea 

colour of reſtraint, The ſtreet is crowded with paſ- 
ſengers. Tradeſmen of all kinds here exerciſe their 
different profeſſions. Hawkers of all ſorts are ad- 
mitted to call and vend their wares as in any open 
ſtreet of London. Here are butchers- ſtands, chand- 
lers-ſhops, a ſurgery, a tap-houſe well frequented, 
and a public kitchen, in which proviſions are dreſſed 
for all the priſoners gratis, at the expence of the pub- 


lican. Here the voice of miſery never complains, 


and indeed little elſe is to be heard but the ſounds 
of mirth and jollity. At the farther end of the ſtreet, 
on the right hand, is a little paved court leading to a 


ſeparate building, confiſting of twelve large apart- 


metits, called ftate-rooms, well furniſhed and fitted 


up for the reception of the better ſort of crown pri- 


ſoners; and on the other fide of the ſtreet, facing a 

ſeparate diviſion of ground called the common ſide, is 

a range of rooms occupied by priſoners of the loweſt 

order, who ſhare the profits of a begging box, and are 

maintained by this practice, and ſome eftabliſhed 

funds of charity. We ovght alſo to obſerve, that 
7 | 
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the * is ies with a neat chapel, in which a 


clergyman, in conſideration of a certain Aalarys; per. 
forms divine ſervice every Sunday. 

Our adventurer having ſearched the books, aud 
peruſed the deſcription of all the female priſoners who 
had been for ſome weeks admitted into the jail, ob- 


tained not the leaſt intelligence of his concealed 


charmer, but reſolved to alleviate his e. ec | 


by the gratification of his curioſity. 


Under the auſpices of Mr. Norton he made a tour 
of the priſon, and in particular viſited - the kitchen, 
where he ſaw a number of ſpits loaded with a variety 
of proviſion, conſiſting of butcher's meat, poultry, and 
game: he could not help expreſſing his aſtoniſhment 
with up-lifted -hands, and congratulating himſelf in 
ſecret, upon his being a member of that community 
which bad provided ſuch a comfortable aſylum for the 
unfortunate. | His ejaculation was interrupted by a 
tumultuous noiſe in the ſtreet ; and Mr. Norton de- 
claring he was ſent for to the lodge, conſigned our 


hero to the care of one Mr. Felton, a priſoner of a 


very decent appearance, who paid his compliments 
with a good grace, and invited the company to re- 
poſe themſelves in his apartment, which was large, 


commodious, and well furniſned. When fir Laun- 


celot aſked the cauſe of that uproar, he told him that 
it was the prelude. to a boxing- match between two of 


the priſoners, to be decided in the groune or aden 
of the place. 


Capt. Crowe expreſſing! « an: eager curioſity. to ee 
the battle, Mr. Felton aſſured him there would be no 


Port, as the combatants were both reckoned dung- 


hills: But in half an hour (ſaid he) there will be a 


. battle of ſome conſequence. between two of the de- 


magogues of the place, Dr. Crabclaw. and Mr. Tap- 
ley, the firſt. a phyſician, and the other a brewer. 
You. ruſt know, gentlemen, that this microcoſm ot 


republic in miniature is like the great world, ſplit in- 
5 40 aca : Crabclaw 3 18 the leader of one us _ 


— 


coc 
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= the other is headed by Tapley ; both are men of 


warm and impetuous tempers, and their intrigues 


have embroiled the whole place, inſomuch that it was 


dangerous to walk the ftreet on account of the con- 
tinual ſkirmiſhes of their partizans. At length, ſome 


of the more ſedate inhabitants having met and de- 
liberated upon ſome remedy for theſe growing diſor- 
ders, propoſed that the diſpute ſhould be at once de- 


cided by ſingle combat between the two chiefs, - who 


readily agreed to the propoſal. The match was ac- 
cordingly made for five guineas, and this very day 
and hour appointed for the trial, on which conſidera- 


ble ſums of money are depending. As for Mr. Nor- 


ton, it is not proper that he ſhould be preſent, or ſeem 
to countenance ſuch violent proceedings, which how- 
ever it is neceſſary to connive at, as convenient vents 


for the evaporation of thoſe humours, which, being 


confined, might accumulate and break out with greater 
fury in conſpiracy and rebellion.“ oy boat 

The knight owned he could not conceive by what 
means ſuch a number of licentious people, amount- 


ing, with their dependants, to above five hundred, 


were reſtrained within the bounds of any tolerable diſ- 
cipline, or prevented from making their eſcape, which 


they might at any time accompliſh, either by ſtealth 
or open violence, as it could not he ſuppoſed that one 


or two turnkeys, continually employed in opening and 


| ſhutting the door, could reſiſt the efforts of a whole 


multitude.” ' > „ | 

Four wonder, good fir, (ſaid Mr. Felton) will 
vaniſh, when you conſider it is hardly poſſible that 
the multitude ſhould co-operate in the execution of 
ſuch a ſcheme; and that the keeper perfectly well un- 
derſtands the maxim divide et impera. Many pri- 
ſoners are reſtrained by the dictates of gratitude to- 


wards the deputy-marſhal, whoſe friendſhip and good 


offices they have experienced; ſome: no doubt are 
actuated by . motives of diſcretion. - One party is an 


effectual check upon the other; and I am firmly 


* Per- 


— — 


—— 
pur 


— 


. ³˙¹—mw . III 
* 8 - = — * * 
* . ere ⁵ : 
5 er — 
3 ů —— — 


— 
2 


” #2. 25> Dungy 
e 
3 ne 


2 a, ons 
ta", 4299 


= — 
- ow — en err ern ene er. 

— : — — — 
r 22 


„3 — 8 
7 


— "I 
— —— 8 bonne BE NES 
2 N —— 
5 _ — 


_ 


PTY OR AE ADVENTURES OF: A 


perſuaded that there are not ten priſoners within the 
place that would make their eſcape if the doors were 
laid open. This is a ſtep which no man would 
take unleſs his fortune was altogether deſperate; be, 
eauſe it would oblige him to leave his country for life, 
and expoſe him to the moſt imminent riſque of being 
retaken and treated with the utmoſt ſeverity, The 
majority of the priſoners live in the moſt lively hope 
of being releaſed by the aſſiſtance of their friends, 
the compaſſion of their creditors, or the favour of 
the legiſlature. Some, who are cut off from all theſe 
proſpects, are become naturalized to the place, know- 
ing they cannot ſubſiſt in any other fituation; I my- 
ſelf am one of theſe. After having reſigned ail my 
effects for the benefit of my creditors, I have been 
detained theſe nine years in priſon, becauſe one per- 
fon refuſes to fign my certificate. I have long out- 
lived all my friends from whom I could expect the 
leaſt countenance or favour: I am grown old in con: 
Hnement, and lay my account with ending my days 
in jail, as the mercy of the legiſlature in favour of 
inlolvent debtors, is never extended to uncertified 
bankrupts taken in execution. By dint of induſtry 
and the moft rigid ceconomy, I make ſhift to live 
independant in this retreat. To this ſcene my fa- 
culty of fubſiſting, as well as my body, is peculiarly 
confined. Had I an opportunity to eſcape, where 
thould Igo? All my views. of fortune bave been 
long blaſted. I have no friends nor connexions in 
the world. I muſt therefore ſtarve in ſome ſequeſ- 
tered corner, or be recaptrrated and confined for ever 
to cloſe priſon, deprived of the indulgences which 1 
now enjoy.” 3 ͤ ˙ DT; 3.2 8 28 : 
Here the converſation was broke off by anothef 
uproar, which was the fignal to battle between the 
doctor and his antagoniſt. The - company imme- 
diately adjourned to the field, where; the combatants 
were already undreſſed, and the ſtakes depoſited. 
The doctor ſeemed of the middle age and middle 


ſtature, 
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ſtature, active and alert, with an atrabilarious aſpect, 
and a mixture of rage and diſdain expreſſed in his 
cbuntenance. The brewer was large, raw-boned, and 


5 round as a butt of beer, but very fat, unwieldy, ſhort- 


winded and phlegmatic. Our adventurer. was not a 
little ſurprized when he beheld in the character of 
ſeconds a male and a female ſtripped naked from the 
waiſt upwards, the latter ranging on the fide of the 
phyſician; but the commencement of the battle pre- 
vented his demanding of his guide an explanation of 
this phœnomenon. The doctor, retiring {ome paces 
backwards, threw- himfelf into the attitude of a bat - 
tering ram, and ruſhed upon his antagoniſt with great 
impetuoſity, foreſceing that ſhould he have the good 
fortune to overturn him in the firſt affault, it would 
not be an eaſy taſk to raiſe him up again and put him 
in a capacity of offence. But the momentum of 
Crabclaw's head, and the concomitant efforts of his 
knuckles, had no effect upon the ribs of Tapley, who 
food firm as the Acroceraunian promontory ;' and 
ſepping forward with his projected fift, ſomething. 
ſmaller and fofter than a ſledge- hammer, ftruck the 
phyſician to the ground. In a trice, however, by the 
aſſiſtance of his female ſecond, he was on his legs 
again, ancdl grappling with his. antagoniſt, endeavoured 
to tip him a fall, but inſtead of accompliſhing his 
purpoſe he received a croſs-buttock; and the brewer 
throwing himfelf upon him as he fell, had well-nigh 
ſmothered him on the ſpot. The amazon flew to his 
affiftarice, and Tapley ſhewing no inclination to get 
up, ſheſmote him on the temple till he roared. The 
male ſecond haſtening to the relief of his principal, 
made application to the eyes of the female, which 
were immediately ſurrounded with black circles; and 
he returned the ſalute with a blow which brought a 
double ſtream of blood from his noſtrils, greeting him 
at the ſame time with the opprobrious appellation of 
2 loufy ſon of a b—h. A combat more furious than 
the firſt would now have enſued, had not Felton in- 
P 3 | terpoſed 
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terpoſed with an air of authority, and ;nfiſted on the 
18 man's leaving the field, an injunction which he forth-- 
| with obeyed; ſaying, Well, damme, Felton, you're 
| my friend and commander; I'll obey your order 
but the b—h will be foul of me before we ſleep . 
Then Felton advancing to his opponent, * Madam, 
(ſaid he) I'm very ſorry to ſee a lady of your rank and 
qualifications expoſe yourſelf in this , manner—for 
God's fake, behave with a little more decorum, if 
not for the ſake of your own family, at leaſt for the 
credit of your ſex in general.” Hark ye, Felton, 
(faid ſhe) decorum is Founded: upon a | delicacy of 
ſentiment and deportment, which cannot conſiſt with 
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„ the dilgraces of a jail, and the miſeries of indigence. 

il i But I ſee the diſpute is now terminated, and the mo- 

1 ney is to be drank; if you'll dine with us you-ſhall be 
1 welcome; if not, you may die i in your, ae and. be 
0 j damned. Peas . 


By this time the doctor bad given out, cab abi. 
lowed the brewer to be the better man; yet he would 
not honour the feſtival with his preſence, but retired 
to his chamber, exceedingly mortified at his defeat. 
Our hero was reconducted to Mr. Felton's apart- 
ment, where he fat ſome time without opening his 
mouth, *e Reg he was at what he had n and 
heard. 
Ry aeche; &; (aid the priſoner) you are en 
priſed at the manner in which I accoſted that un 
happy woman; and perhaps you will be more ſur- 
3 priſed when you hear that within theſe eighteen 
1 months ſhe was actually a perſon of faſhion, and her 
opponent, (who by the bye is her huſband, ) univer- 
ſally reſpected as a man of honour and a brave officer. 
« J am indeed, (cried our hero) overwhelmed with 
amazement and concern, as well as ſtimulated by an 
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4 | 5 eager curioſity to know the fatal cauſes which have 
41 produced ſuch a deplorable reverſe of character and 

| 1 Fc tun . 1 "or rein my eee till the after 
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noon, if you will favour me with your company at a 


tavern in the neighbourhood, where I have beſpoke 
dinner, a favour which I hope Mr. Norton will have 
no objection to your granting, as he himſelf is to be 
of the party. — The priſoner thanked him for his kind 
invitation, and they adjourned immediately to the 
place, taking up the deputy-marſhal in their Palſage 
through the lodge or ent rance > of the Wr 


CHAP. XXI. 


Cotinn further achter n to he children T 
Fs neee 


Dbase — hearfilly diſcuſſed, and: our ads 


venturer exprefling an eager defire to know the 


kiſtory of the male and female who had acted as ſquires 
or ſeconds to the champions of the King 8 Bench; * 


ton gratified his curioſity to this effect: 


All that I know of captain Clewline previous to 


his commitment is, that he was commander of a ſloop 
of war, and bore the reputation of a gallant officer; 
that he married the daughter of a rich merchant in 
the city of London againſt the inclination, and. 
without the knowledge of her father, who renounced 


her for this act of diſobedience : that the captain. 


conſoled himſelf for the rigour of the parent with the 
poſſeſſion of the lady, who was-not only remarkably 


beautiful in perſon, but highly accompliſhed in her 
mind, and amiable in her diſpoſition. Such, a few 


months ago, were thoſe two perſons whom you ſaw, 
acting in ſuch a vulgar capacity. When they firſt en- 
tered the priſon they were undoubtedly the handſomeſt 
couple mine eyes ever beheld, and their appearance 
won univerſal reſpect even from the moſt brutal 1 ns: 
habitants of the jail. - - 

The captain having unwurily involved: himſelf as 
a ſeowity for a man to whom he had lain under op- 
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tions, became liable for a conſiderable ſum; and 
bY own father-in-law being the ſole creditor of the 
bankrupt, took this opportunity of wreaking ven- 
5 0 upon him for having eſpouſed his daughter. 

e watched an opportunity until the captain had 
actually ſtepped into the poſt-chaife with his lady for 
Portſmouth, where his ſhip lay, and cauſed him to 
be arreſted in the moſt public and fhameful manner, 
Mrs. Clewline had like to have ſunk under the firſt 
tranſports of her grief and mortification; but theſe 
ſubſiding, ſhe had recourſe to perſonal ſolicitation, 
She went with her only child in her arms (a lovely 
oy) to ber father's door, and being denied admit- 


tance, kneeled down in the ſtreet, imploring his com- 


paſſion in the moſt pathetic ſtrain; but this hard- 


hearted citizen, inftead of recogmzing his child, and 


taking the poor mourner to his bofom, inſulted her 


from the window with the moſt bitter reproach, ſay. 


mg, among other ſhocking expreflions, © Strumpet, 
take yourſelf away with your brat, otherwiſe I ſhall 


| ſend for the beadle, and bave you to Bride well“ 


The unfortunate lady was cut to the heart by 


this uſage, and fainted in the ſtreet, from whence ſhe 
Was * to a public-houſe by the charity of ſome 


She afterwards attempted to ſoften the 
darbatey of het father by repeated letters, and by in- 
tereſting forne ef his friends to intercede with him in 


ber behalf; but all her endeavours proving ineffectual, 
7 — accompanied her huſpand to the priſon of the 


King's Bench, where ſhe muſt have felt in the ſevereſt 


5 Hikaber the fatalreverſe of eireumſtances to wn ite 


was evp6ſed. 


We; The captain being 8 difabled om going to FA 


4 


ded, and he ſaw alb his hopes blaſted in the 


. he had the 


faireſt” proſpects, of fame and fortune. He ſaw him- 


7 ſelf Ml niet to extreme poverty, cooped up with the 
_ tender puttner of his heart in a wretched . amidſt 
the ehe of mankind, * on the brink of — 


the 
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the common neceſſaries of life. The mind of man is 
ever ingenious in finding reſources. He comforted 
his lady with vain hopes of having friends who would 
effect his deliverance, and repeated aſſurances of this 
kind ſo long, that he at length began to think they 
pere not altogether void of foundation. 
Mrs. Clewline, from a principle of duty, col - 
lected all her fortitude, that ſhe might not only bear 
her fate with patience, but even contribute to alle- 
viate the woes of her huſband, whom her affection 
had ruined. She affected to believe the ſuggeſtions 
of his pretended hope; ſhe interchanged with him 
aſſurances of better fortune; her appearance exhibited 
a calm, while her heart was torn, with anguiſh. She 
aſſiſted him in writing letters to former friends, the 
laſt conſolation of the wretched priſoner; ſhe delivered 
theſe letters with her own hand, and underwent: a 
thouſand mortiſying repulſes, the moſt ſhocking, cir 
cumſtances of which ſhe concealed from her huſband. 
She performed all the menial offices in her own little 
family, which was maintained by pawning her appa- 
rel; and both the huſband and wife, in ſome mea- 
ſure, ſweetened their cares, by prattling and toying 
with their charming little boy, on whom they doated 
with an enthuſiaſm of fondneſs. Vet even this plea- 
ſure was mingled with the moſt tender and melan- 
choly regret. I have ſeen the mother hang over him, 
with the moſt affecting expreſſion of this 5 in her 
aſpect, the tears contending with the ſmiles upon her 
. countenance, while ſhe exclaimed: Alas! my poor 
9 — 2 little did your mother once think ſhe ſhould 
ed to nurſe you in a jail.” The captain's 
= ve was daſhed with impatience— He would 
teh up the boy in a tranſport of grief, preſs him to 
his breaſt, devour him as it were with kiſſes, throw up 
his eyes to heaven in the moſt emphatic ſilence; then 
conycy the child haſtily. to his mother's arms, pull his 
* wes. his eyes, ſtalk out into the common walk, 
ST dr vote 1 oi. and 
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and finding himſelf alone, break. out into tears and 
lamentation. bs 
Ah! little did this Ming Gouple uber We 
further griefs awaited” them! The ſmall-pox broke 
out in the priſon, and poor Tommy Clewline was in- 
fected. As the eruption appeared unfavourable, you 
may conceive the conſternation with which they were 
overwhelmed. ' Their diſtreſs was rendered incon- 
ceivable by indigence; for, by this time, they were 
ſo deftitute that they could neither pay for common 
attendance, nor procure proper advice.” I did bn that 
occaſion, what I thought my duty towards my fellow - 
creatures. I wrote to a phyſician of my acquaintance, 
who was humane enough to vifit the poor little pa- 
tient: I engaged a careful woman-priſoner as a nurſe, 
and Mr. Norton ſupplied them with money and ne- 
ceffaries. Theſe helps were barely ſufficient to preſerve 
them from the horrors of deſpair, when they ſaw their 
little darling panting under the rage of a loathſome 
peftilential malady, during the exceſſive heat of the 
dog - days, and ſtruggling for breath in the noxious' 
atmoſphete of a confined cabin, where they ſcarce had 
room to turn, on the moſt neceſſary occaſions. The 
cager curiofity with which the mother eyed the doc- 
tor's looks as often as he viſited the boy; the terror 
and trepidation of the father, while he deſired to know _ 
his opinion; in a word, the whole tenor of their dis- 
tteſs baffled all deſcription. 8 89 
At length, the phyfician, for the fake of his o.] n 
character, was obliged to be explicit; and returning 
with the captain to the common walk, told him, in 
my hearing, that the child could not poſſibly re- 
cover. This ſentence ſeemed to have petrified the 
unfortunate parent, who ſtood motionleſs, and ſeem- 
ingly bereft of ſenſe. I led him to my apartment, 
where he ſat a full hour in that ſtate of ſtupefaction; 
then he began to groan hideouſſy; a ſhower of tears 
burſt from his eyes; he threw himſelf on the floor, 
and uttered the moſt piteous lamentation that ever 
was 
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was heard. Mean while, Mrs. Norton being made 
acquainted with the doctor's prognoſtic, viſited Mrs. 
Clewline, and invited her to the lodge. Her pro- 
phetic fears immediately took the alarm: What! 
(cried ſhe, ſtarting up with a frantic wildneſs in her 
looks) then our caſe. is deſperate—I ſhall loſe my 
dear Tommy I— the poor priſoner will be releaſed by 
the hand of heaven Death will convey. him to the 
cold grave? — The dying innocent hearing this ex- 
clamation, pronounced theſe words : © Tommy won't 
leave you, my dear mamma—if death comes to take 
Tommy, papa ſhall drive him away with his ſword.” 
This addreſs deprived the wretched mother of all 
reſignation to the will of Providence. She tore her 
hair, daſhed herſelf on the pavement, ſhrieked aloud, 
and was carried off in a deplorable ſtate of diſtraction. 
That fame evening the lovely babe expired, and 
the father grew frantic. | He made an attempt on 
bis own life; and being with difficulty reſtrained, his 
agitation ſunk into .a kind of ſullen inſenſibility, 
which ſeemed to abſorb all ſentiment, .and gradually 
vulgarized his faculty of thinking. In order to diſ- 
ſipate the violencę of his ſorrow, he continually ſhift- 
ed the ſcene from one company to another, contracted 
abundance of low connexions, and drowned his cares 
in repeated intoxication. The unhappy lady under- 
went a long ſeries of hyſterical fits and other com- 
plaints, which ſeemed to have a fatal effect on her 
brain as well as conſtitution, Cordials were admini- 
ſtered to keep up her ſpirits; and ſhe found it ne- 
ceffary to ꝓrotract the uſe of them to blunt the edge 
of grief, by overwhelming reflection, and remove the 
ſenſe of uneaſineſs ariſing fram a diſorder in her ſto- 
mach. In a word, ſhe became an habitual dram- 
drinker; and this practice expoſed her to ſuch com- 
munication as debauched her reaſon, and perverted 
her ſenſe of decorum and propriety. She and her 
huſband gave a looſe to vulgar exceſs, in which they 
were enabled to indulge by the charity and OO 
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of ſome. friends, io. obtained half-pay f for the 99 9 
tain. 


They are hom metam hoſed into the ſhock. 
ing creatures you have ſeen; he into a riotous ple- 


. betan, and ſhe into a ragged trull. They are both 
drunk every day,, quarrel and fight one with another, 


and often infult their fellow-priſoners, Tet they 
are not wholly abandoned by virtue and humanity, 
The captain is ſcrupulouſly | honeft in all his deal. 
ings, and pays off his debts punctually every quarter, 
as ſoon as he receives his half-pay. Every priſoner 
in diſtreſs is welcome to ſhare bis money while it 
laſts; and his wife never fails, while it is in her 
power, to relieve the wretched; ſo that their gene- 
roſity, even in this miſerable diſguiſe, is univerſally 
reſpected by their neighbours.” Sometimes the re- 
collection of their former rank comes over them like 


a qualm, which they diſpel with brandy, and then 


armee rally one another on their mutual de- 
generacy. Sbe often ſtops me in the walk, and, 
pointing to the captain, ſays,“ My huſband, though 


he is become a black - guard jail - bird, muſt be allowed 


to be a handſome fellow ſtill. —On' the other hand, 
he will frequently defire me to take notice of his rib, 
as ſhe chances to paſs.— Mind that draggle-tail'd 


drunken drab— (he will ſay) what an antidote it is 
yet, for all that, Felton, ſhe was à fine woman when I 
f married Ber Poor Beſs, T have been the ruin of her, 


that is certain, and deferve to be damned for ; bringing 
her to this paſs. 

Thus they accommodate chien leiden to each 
other's infirmities, and paſs their time not without 


ſome taſte of plebeian enjoyment but, name their 


child, they never fail to burſt into tears, and till fee 
4 return of the moſt poignant forrow.” | 

Sir Launcelot Greaves did not hear this 99 un- 
moved. Tom Clarke's . cheeks were bedewed with 


the drops of N PETER with much Riba, be 
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declared his opinion, that an action would lie againſt 
eee 23 noir Fools yo 5 

Captain Crowe having liſtened to the ſlory with 
uncommon. attention, expreſſed his concern that an 
honeſt ſeaman ſhould be ſo taken in ſtays : but he 


+ imputed all his calamities to the wiſe: For why 2 


(aid he) a ſeafaring man may have a ſweet-heart in 
every port; but he ſhould ſteer clear of a wife, as he 
would avoid a quickſand.— Lou ſee, brother, how 
this here Clewline lags aſtern in the wake of a ſniveling 
bz; otherwiſe he would never make a weft in his 
enſign for the loſs of a child odds heart ! he could 
have done no more if he had ſprung a top-maſt, or 
ſtarted a timber— tig 
The knight declaring that he would take another 
view of the priſon in the afternoon, Mr. Felton in- 
ſiſted upon his doing him the honour to drink a diſſi 
of tea in his apartment, and ſir Launcelot accepted 
his invitation. Thither they accordingly repaired, 
after having made another circuit of the jail, and the 
tea- things were produced by Mrs. Felton, when ſhe 
was ſummoned to the door, and in a few minutes re- 
turning, communicated ſomething in a whiſper to her 
huſband. He changed colour, and repaired to the 
ſtair- caſe, where he was heard to talk aloud in an angry 
FR | ; 
When he came. back he told the company he 
had been teazed by a very importunate beggar. Ad- 
dreſing himſelf to our adventurer, © You took no- 
tice (ſays he) of a fine lady flaunting about our walk 
in all the frippery of the faſhion. —She was lately a 
gay young widow that made a great figure at the 
court-end of the town; ſhe diſtinguiſhed herſelf by 
her ſplendid equipage, her rich liyeries, her brilliant 
aſſemblies, her numerous routs, and her elegant taſte 
in dreſs and furniture. She is nearly related to ſome 
of the beſt families in England, and, it muſt be owned, 
miſtreſs of many fine accompliſhments. But being 
| 45 deficient 
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deficient in true delicacy, ſhe endeavoured to hide 
that defect by affectation. She pretended to a thou- 
ſand antipathies which did not belong to her nature. 


A breaſt of veal threw her into mortal agonies ; if ſhe 
ſaw a ſpider. ſhe ſcreamed ; and at fight of a mouſe 
_ The fainted away: ſhe could not, without horror, be- 


hold. an entire joint of meat; and nothing but fri- 
caſſees and other niade dies were ſeen upon her 
table. She cauſed all her floors to be lined with 
green baize, that ſhe might trip along them with 
more eaſe and pleaſure. Her footmen wore clogs, 
whach were depoſited in the hall, and both they and 
her chairmen were laid under the ſtrongeſt injunctions 
to avoid porter and tobacco. Her jointure amounted 
to eight hundred pounds per annum, and ſhe made 
ſhift to ſpend. four times that ſum : at length it was 
mortgaged for. nearly the entire value ; but, far from 
retrenching, ſhe ſeemed to increaſe in extravagance 


until her effects were taken in execution, and her 


| perſon here depoſited in fafe cuſtody. 11 


When one conſiders the abrupt tranſition ſhe 


_ underwent from lier ſpacious apartments to an hovel 


ſcarce eight feet ſquare; from ſumptuous furniture 
to bare benches ; from magnificence to meanneſs; 


from affluence to extreme poverty; one would ima- 


gine ſhe muſt have been totally overwhelmed by ſuch 
aiſudden guſh-of miſery. But this was not the caſe ; { 


_ ſhe has, in fact, no delicate feelings. She forthwith. 
accommodated herſelf to the exigency of her fortune; 


yet ſhe ſtill affe&s to keep ſtate amidſt the miſeries 


of a jail: and this affectation is truly ridiculous. — 
She lies a-bed till two o'clock in the afternoon: the 


maintains a female attendant for the ſole purpoſe of 
dreſſing her perſon. | Her cabin is the leaſt cleanly in 


the whole priſon ; ſhe has learned to eat. bread and. 


cheeſe, and drink porter; but ſhe always appears 
once a day. drefſed in the pink of the faſhion. She 


haas foand means to run in debt at the chandler's 
8 ſhop, the baker's, and the tap-houſe, though there is 


nothing 
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nothing; got in this place but with ready money: ſhe 
has even borrowed ſmall ſums from divers priſoners, 
who were .themſelves on the brink. of ſtarving. She 
| takes pleaſure in being ſurrounded with duns, ob- 
ſerving, that by ſuch people a perſon of faſhion is to 
be diſtinguiſhed, She writes circular letters to her 
former friends and acquaintance, and by this method 
has raiſed pretty conſiderable contributions; for. ſhe 
writes in a moſt elegant and irreſiſtible ſtyle. About 
2 fortnight ago {ſhe received a ſupply of twenty 
guineas; when, inſtead of paying her little jail- 
debts, or withdrawing any. part of her apparel from 
Pawn, ſhe laid out the whole ſum in a faſhionable 
ſuit and laces; and next day borrowed of me a ſhil- 
ling to purchaſe a neck of mutton for her dinner— 
She ſeems to think her rank in life entitles her to this 
kind of affiſtance.. She talks very pompouſly of her 
family and connexions, by whom, however, ſhe, has 
been long renounced. ' She has no ſympathy nor 
compaſſion for the diſtrefles of her fellow- creatures; 
but ſhe is perfectly well bred ; ſhe bears a repulſe the 
beſt of any woman. I ever knew; and her temper has 
never been once ruffled ſince her arrival at the King's 
Bench—She now intreated me to lend her half a 
guinea, for which ſhe ſaid ſhe had the moſt preſſing 
oOccaſion, and promiſed upon her honour it ſhould be 
repaid to-morrow ; but I lent a deaf ear to her re- 
queſt, and told her 3 in plain terms that her honour was 
1 already bankrupt.— 

Sir Launcelot thruſting his ad mechanically i into 
his pocket, pulled out a couple of guineas, and de- 
fired Felton to accommodate her with that trifle in his 
own name; but he declined the propotal, and'@fuſed 
to touch the money. God forbid, ({aid he) that I 
- ſhould attempt to thwart your charitable intention: 
but this, my good fir, is no object —ſhe has many re- 
ſources. Neither ſhould we number the clamorous 
beggar among thoſe who really feel diſlreſs. He is 
gracrally: gorge with bount y milapplied. The libe- 
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mu band of charity ſhould be extended to modeſt 


want that pines in filence, encountering cold, naked: 
neſs, and hunger, and every ſpecies of diſtreſs. Here 


you may find the wretch of keen fenſations, blaſted 


by accident in the bloſſom of his fortune, ſhivering in 


the ſolitary receſs of indigence, diſdaining to beg, and 


even aſhamed to let his miſery be known. Here you 
may ſee the parent who has known happier times, 
ſurrounded by his tender offspring, naked and for- 
lorn, demanding fecod, which his circumſtances cannot 
afford. 23 TT > GTO. 7 ESI 
e That man of decent appearance and melancholy | 
aſpect, who lifted his hat as you paſſed him in the 
yard, is a perſon of unblemiſhed character. He was 
a reputable tradeſman in the city, and failed through 


inevitable loſſes. A commiſſion of bankruptcy was 


taken out againſt him by his ſole creditor, a quaker, 
who refuſed to ſign his certificate. He has lived 
theſe three years in priſon, with a wife and five fmail 
children. In a little time after his commitment, he 
had friends who offered to pay ten ſhillings in the 
pound of what he owed, and to give ſecurity for paying 
the remainder in three years, by inſtalments. The 

honeſt quaker did not charge the bankrupt with any 
diſhoneſt practices; but he rejected the propoſal with 
the moſt mortifying indifference, declaring that he did 
not want his money. The mother repaired to his 


| Houſe, and kneeling before him with her five lovely | 


children, imploring mercy with tears and exclama« 
tions. He ſtood this ſcene unmoved, and even feemed 


to enjoy the proſpect, wearing the looks of compla- 


While his heart was fleeled with 'rancour.— 
wan, (ſaid he) theſe be hopeful babes, if they 


were duly nurtured. Go thy ways in peace; have | 


taken my refolution.” Her friends maintained the - 
family for ſome time; but it is not in human charity 
to perſeveie: ſome of them died; fome of them 
grew unfortunate; ſome of them fell off; and now 
the poor man is reduced to the extremity of indi- 


gence, 


c 


1 


2 
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gehce, from whence he has no proſpect of being re- 
trieved. The fourth part of what you would have be- 
ſtowed upon the lady would make this poor man and 
his family ſing with joy.“ | 
He bad ſcarce. pronounced theſe words when our 


| hero defired the man might be called, and in a few 


minutes he entered the apartment with a low obei- 
ſance. Mr. Coleby, (ſaid the knight) I have heard 
how cruelly you have been uſed by your creditor, and 
beg you will accept this trifling preſent, if it can be 
of any ſervice to you in your diſtreſs So ſaying, he 
put five guüneas into his hand. The poor man was 
jo confounded at ſuch an unlooked for acquiſition, 


that he ſtood motionleſs and filent, unable to thank 


the donor; and Mr. Felton conveyed him to the 


door, obſerving that his heart was too full for utter- 


ance. But, in a little time, his wife burſting into the 
room with her five children, looked around, and go- 
ing up to fir Launcelot, without any direction, ex- 
claimed: This is the angel ſent by Providence to 
ſuccour me and my poor innocents.“ Then falling 
at his feet, the preſſed his hand and bathed it with 
her tears He raiſed her up with that complacency 
which was natural to his difpofition.” He kiffed all 
her children, who were remarkably handſome and 
neatly kept, though in homely apparel; and, giving 
her his direction, aſſured her ſhe might always apply 
tohim in her diſtre s. | 

After her departure, he produced a bank-note of 


twenty pounds, and would have depofited- it in the 


hands of Mr. Felton, to .be diftributed in charities 
among the objects of the place; but he defired it 


might be left with Mr. Norton, who was the pfoper 
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CHAP. XU]. 


1 e Capt. Crowe 7s rel into the je Eau, 7 


nn 


HREE whole 1 had our bene proſecuted 
T* his inquiry about the amiable Aurelia, whom 
he ſought in every place of public and of private en- 
tertainment, or reſort, without obtaining the leaſt ſatiſ- 
factory intelligence, when he received one evening, 
from the hands of a porter, who inſtantly vaniſhed, the 
following billet: 

If you would learn the particulars of Miſs Datnel's 

fate, fail not to be in the fields by the F 'oundling 
Hoſpital, preciſely. at ſeven o'clock this evening, when 
you ſhall be met by a perſon who will give you the 
fatisfaction you deſire, together with his reaſon for ad. 
dreſſing you in this myſterious manner.“ 

Had this intimation concerned any other fate 
perhaps the knight would have deliberated with him- 
{elf in what manner he ſhould take a hint ſo darkly 
communicated: but his eagerneſs to retrieve the 


jewel he had loſt, diveſted him of all his caution; the 
time of aſſignation was already at hand, and neither 


the captain nor his nephew could be found to ac- 
company him, had he been diſpoſed to make uſe of 
their attendance. He therefore, after a moment's 
heſitation, repaired to the place appointed, in the ut- 


moſt agitation and iy: leaſt the Lon ſhould be 


elapſed before his arrival. 


Crowe was one of 98. adde ſpirits, An can- 
not ſubſiſt for any length of time on their on bot - 


toms. He wanted a familiar prop, upon which he 
could diſburthen his cares, his doubts, and his hu- 
mours: an humble friend who would endure his ca- 
prices, and with whom he could communicate, free 


of all reſerve and * 2 he loved his 


- nephew's 


& 


— „ he. one oe Ex a 
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nephew's perſon; and admired his parts, he conſidered 


him often as a little petulant jackanapes, who pre- 


ſumed upon his ſuperior underſtanding; and as for 


fir Launcelot, there was ſomething in his character 
that overawed the ſeaman, and kept him at a diſ- 
agreeable diſtance.” He had, in this dilemma, caſt” 
his eyes upon Timothy Crabſhaw, and admitted him 
to a conſiderable ſhare of familiarity and fellowſhip. 
Theſe companions had been employed in ſmoking a 
ſocial pipe at an alehouſe in the neighbourhood, when 
the knight made his excurſion ; and returning to the 
houſe about ſupper-time, found Mr. Clarke in wait- 


T he young lawyer was alarmed when he heard the 


| hour of ten, without ſeeing our adventurer, who had 
been uſed to be extremely regular in his ceconomy ; © 


and the captain and he ſupped in profound ſilence. 


Finding, upon enquiry among the ſervants, that the 


knight went out abruptly, in conſequence of having 
received a billet, Tom began to be viſited with the 
apprehenſion of a duel, and ſat the beſt part of the 
night by his uncle, ſweating with the expectation of 
ſeeing our hero brought home a breathleſs corpſe : but 


no tidings of him arriving, he, about two in the morn- 


ing, repaired to his own lodging, reſolved to publiſh a 
deſcription of fir Launcelot in the news-papers, if he 


| ihould not appear next dax. 


Crowe did not [paſs the time without uneaſineſs. 


He was extremely concerned at the thought of ſome 


miſchief having befallen his friend and patron : and 
he was terrified with the apprehenſions, that in caſe 
ir Launcelot was murdered, his ſpirit might come 
and give him notice of his fate. Now he had an in- 


| {uperable averſion to all correſpondence with the dead; 


and taking it for granted, that the ſpirit of his depart- 
ed friend could not appear to him except when he 
ſhould be alone, and a-bed in the dark, he determined 
to paſs the remainder of the night without going to 
7% 2 2 bed. 
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bed. Fer the purpoſe his N viſit the 


garret, in which Timothy Crabſhaut lay faſt afleep, 
ſnoring with his mouth wide open. Him the cap. 
tain with difficulty rouſed, by dint of promiſing to re. 


Bale him: with a bowl of rum punch in the kitchen, 


where the fire, which had been extinguiſhed, was ſoon 
rekindled. The ingredients were fetched from a pub- 
lie-houſe in the neighbourhood: for the captain was 
too proud to uſe his intereſt. in the knight's family, 
eſpecially at theſe hours, when all the reſt of the fer. 
vants had retired to their repoſe; and he and Timo- 
thy drank: together until day- break, the converſation 
turning upon hobgoblins, and God's TO agua 
murder. 

The cookmaid kiy i in a ee contiguous 
to the kitchen ; and whether difturbed! by theſe hor- 


rible tales of apparitions, or titillated by the favoury 
ſteams that iſſued from the punch- bowl, ſhe made a 


4.” 
r 


virtue of neceſſity, or appetite, and dreſſing herſelf in 
the dark, ſuddenly appeared before them, to the no 
ſmall perturbation: of both. Timothy, in particular, 
was ſo ſtartled, that in his endeavours. to make an 
haſty retreat towards the chimney corner, he over- 

turned the table; the liquor was fpilt, but the bow] 
was ſaved. by falling on a heap: of athes. Mrs. Cook 
having reprimanded him for his: fooliſh: fear, declared 
ſhe had got up betimes, in. order to ſeour her ſcauce- 


pans ; and the captain propoſed to have the bowl.x:- 


pleniſhed, if materials could be procured. This dif- 
ficulty was overcome by Crabſhaw; and they fat 
down with their new aſſociate to diſcuſs the: — 
edition. 

The knight” s ſudden diſappearing being brought 
upon the carpet, their female companion gave it a 


her opinion, that nothing would be fo likely to bring 


this affair to light, as going to a cunning man, whom 
he had lately conſulted about a filver ſpoon that was 


miſlaid, and who told. * that ſhe 


exet 
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whole courſe of her life. Dan 5 

- Her two companions pricked up their cars at this 
intelligence; and Crowe aſked if the ſpoon had been 
found? She anſwered in the affirmative, and ſaid, the 
cunning man deſcribed to a hair the perſon that ſhould 
be her true lover, and herwedded huſband : that he was 
a ſea-faring man; that he was pretty well ſtricken in 
years; à little paſſionate or ſo; and that he went with 
xy clinched like, as it were. The captain be- 
gan to lweat at this deſcription, and mechanically thruſt 
his hands into his pockets, while Crabſhaw, pointing 


ever did; and ever wonld happen to her through the 


to him, told her he believed the had got the right 


ſow by the ear. Crowe grumbled, that may hap fot 
all that he ſhould not be brought up by ſuch a grap- 
ing neither. Then he aſked if this cunning man 
dealt with the devil, declaring, in that caſe he would 
keep dear of him; for why t becauſe he muſt have 
ſold himſelf to old ſcratch; and being a ſervant of the 


devil, how could he be a good ſubject to his majeſty? 
Mrs. Cook affured him, the conjuror was a good 


chriſtian; and that he gained all his knowledge b 

converſing with the ſtars and planets. Thus ſatiſ- 
fed, / the two friends reſolved to conſult him as ſoon 
as it mould be light; and being directed to the place 


of his habitation, ſet out for it by ſeven in the morn- 


They found the houſe forſaken, and had already 
reached the end of the lane in their return, when they 
were accoſted by an old woman, who gave them to 


underſtand, that if they had occafion for the advice 


of a fortuneteller, as the did ſuppoſe they had, from 
their ſtopping at the houſe where Dr. Grubble lived, 
the would conduct them to a perſon of much more 


eminence in that profeſſion; at the ſame time ſhe in- 


formed them, that the ſaid Grubble had been lately 
lent to Bridewell: a cireumftance which, with all his 


art, he had not been able to foreſee. The captain, 


vithout any ſeruple, put himſelf and his companior 
811 Q 3 | under 
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under convoy of this beldame, who, through mat 
windings and turnings, brought them to the door of 
a ruinous houſe, ſtanding in a blind alley; which door 
having opened with a key drawn from her pocket, ſhe 
introduced them into a parlour, where they ſaw no 
other furniture than a naked bench, and ſome fright- 
ful figures on the bare walls, drawn, or rather {crawled 
é1w 19 i997 od THT 2 er ri wo! 
Here ſheleft them locked in, until ſhe ſhould give 
the doctor notice of their arrival; and they amuſed 
themſelves with decyphering theſe characters and 
hieroglyphics. The firſt figure that engaged their at- 
tention, was that of a man hanging upon a gibbet, 
which both conſidered as an unfavourable omen, and 
each endeavoured to avert from his own perſon.— 
Crabſhaw obſerved, that the figure ſo ſuſpended was 
cloathed in a ſailor's jacket and trowſers; a truth 
which the captain could not deny; but on the other 
hand he affirmed; that the ſaid figure exhibited the 
very noſe and chin of Timothy, together with the 
hump: on one ſhoulder. A warm diſpute enſued ; 
and being maintained with much acrimonious alter- 
cation, might have diſſolved the new-cemented friend- 
ſhip of thoſe two originals, had it not been interrupted 
by the old ſybil, who, coming into the parlour, inti- 
mated that the doctor waited for them above. She 
likewiſe told them that he never admitted more than 
one at a time. This hint occafioned a freſh conteſt: 
tbe captain inſiſted upon Crabſhaw's making fail a- 
head, in order to look out afore; but Timothy perſiſted 
in refuſing this ; honour, declaring he did not pretend 
to lead, but he would follow, as in duty bound. The 
old gentlewoman abridged the ceremony, by leading 
out Crabſhaw with one hand, and locking up Crowe 
with the other. " F 18 6 BULL 10 ir 
The former was dragged up ſtairs like a bear to the 
take, not without reluctance and terror, which did 
not at all abate at ſight of the conjuror, with whom 


he was immediately ſhut up by his conductreſs; 15 
12 +} 1 8 Cy . | 9 
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ſhe had told him in a whiſper, that he muſt depoſit 


a ſhilling in a little black coffin, ſupported by a hu- 


man ſkull and thigh bones croſſed, on a ſtool covered 


with black baize, that ſtood in one corner of the apart - 
ment. The ſquire having made this offering with 
fear and trembling, ventured to furvey the objects 
around him, which were very well calculated to aug- 
ment his confuſion. He ſaw divers ſkeletons hung 
by the head; the ſtuffed ſkin of a young alligator, a 
calf with two heads, and ſeveral ſnakes ſuſpended 
from the ceiling, with the jaws of a ſhark, and a ſtarv- 
ed weaſel. On another funeral table he beheld two 
ſpheres, between which lay a book open, exhibiting 
outlandiſh characters, and mathematical diagrams. 
one ſide ſtood an ink-ſtandiſh with paper, and 
behind this deſk appeared the conjuror himſelf in ſable 
veſtments, his head ſo overſhadowed with hair, that, 
far from contemplating his features, Timothy could 
diſtinguiſh nothing but a long white beard, which, 
for ought he knew, might have belonged to a four- 
legged goat, as well as to a two-legged aftrologer. 

This apparition, which the ſquire did not eye with- 
out manifeſt diſcompoſure, extending a white wand, 
made certain evolutions over the head of Timothy, 
and having muttered an ejaculation, commanded him, 
in a hollow tone, to come forward and declare his 
name.. Crabſhaw -thus adjured advanced to the al- 
tar; and whether from deſign, or (which is more pro- 
bable) from confuſion, anſwered © Samuel Crowe.” 


The conjuror taking up the pen, and making a few 


ſcratches on the paper, exclaimed in a terrific accent ; 
* How! miſcreant! attempt to impoſe upon the 
ſtars ?—you look more like a crab than a crow, and 
was born under the ſign of Cancer.” The*ſquire, almoſt 
annihilated by this exclamation, fell upon his knees, 


crying, “I pray yaw, my lord conjuror's worſhip, par- 
don my ignorance; and down't go to baind me oover 
to the Red Sea like I' ſe a poor Yorkſhire tyke, and 


wou'd no more cheat the ſtars than I'd cheat my 
( [73 Q 4 4 OWn 
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own vather, as the 1 
at trapping, that catches the ſtars a napping but as 
your honour's worſhip obſerved, my hame is Tim 


_ Crabſhaw, of the Eaſt Raiding, groom and ſquair to 


fir Launcelot Greaves, baron knaight,” and arrant 
knaight, who ran mad for a wench, as your wor. 
ſhip's conjuration well knoweth : — the perſon below 
is captain Crowe, and we coom by Margery Cook's re. 


| commendation to ſeck after my maſter, who is gone 


away, or made away, the Lord he knows how and 
where,” 

Here he was interrupted by the conjuror, who ex, 
horted him to fit down and compoſe himſelf till he 


| ſhould caſt a figure; then he ſcrawled the paper, and 


waving his wand, repeated abundance of gibberiſh 
concerning the number, the names, the houſes, and 
revolutions of the planets, with their conjunctions, 
oppoſitions, ſigns, circles, cycles, trines, and trigons, 
When he perceived that this artifice had its proper 
effe& in diſturbing the brain of Crabſhaw, he pro- 
ceeded to tell him from the ſtars, that his name was 
Crabſhaw, or Crabſclaw; that he was born in the 
Eaſt- riding of Yorkfhure, of poor, yet honeſt parents, 
and had ſome {kill in horſes; that he ſerved a =_ 
man, whoſe name began with the letter G 
gentleman had run mad for love, and left his nity? 
but whether he would return alive or dead the ſtars 


had not yet determined, 


Poor Timothy was thunderſtruck to find the con · 
juror acquainted with all theſe circumſtances, and 

begged to know if he mought be ſo bauld as to ax a 
queſtion or two about his own fortune. The aſtro- 
loger pointing to the little coffin, our ſquire under- 
ſtood the hint, and depoſited another ſhilling. The 
{age had recourſe to his book, erected another ſcheme, 
performed: once more his airy: evolutions with the 
wand, and having recited another my ſtical preamble, 


| expounded the book of fate in theſe words: You 


thall neither die by 1 war nor water, by hunger or by 
CRE © | thirſt, 
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thirft, nor be brought to the grave by old age or diſ- 
temper; but, let me — the il ve it ſo 
—you' ſhall be—exalted-—hah !—ay, that is hanged 
for /horſe-ftealing.” —* O, good my lord conjurer ! 
(roared. the ſquire) I'd as lief give forty ſhillings 
as be hanged.” Peace, -firrah{ (cried the other) 
would you contradict or reverſe the immutable de- 
erees of fate. Hanging is your deſtiny, and hanged 
you ſhall be - and comfort yourſelf with the reflection, 
that as you are not the firſt, ſo neither will you be 
the laſt to ſwing on Tyburn- tree.“ This comfortable 
aſſurance compoſed the mind of Timothy, and in a 
great meaſure reconciled him to the prediction. He 
now proceeded in a whining tone, to aſk whether he 
ſhould ſuffer for the firſt fact? whether it would be 
for a horſe or a mare? and of what colour? that he 
might know when his hour was come.—The con- 
jurer gravely anſwered, that he would ſteal a dappled 
Iding on a Wedneſday, be caft at the Old Bailey on 
Thurſday, and ſuffer on a Friday; and he:{trenuouſly 
recommended it to him to appear in the cart with a 
noſegay in one hand, and the Whole Duty of Man in 
the other. But if in caſe it ſhould be in the wins 
ter ({aid the ſquire) when a noſegay can't be had? — 
* Why then (replied the conjurer) an orange will do 
6 nt 7: e : ales 
Theſe material points being adjuſted to the entire 
ſatisfaction of Timothy, he declared he would beſtow 
another ſhilling! to know the fortune of an old com- 
2 who truly did not deſerve ſo much at his 
„but he could not help loving him better than 
&er' a friend he had in the world. So ſaying, he 
dropped a third offering in the coffin, and deſired to 
know the fate of his horſe Gilbert. The aſtrologer 
having again conſulted lus art, pronounced that Gil- 
bert would die of the ſtaggers, and his carcaſe be 
given to the hounds; a ſentence which made a much 
deeper impreſſion upon Crabſhaw's mind: than Sr 
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the * of his own untimely ind 2 
fate. He ſhed a plenteous ſhower of tears, and his 


grief broke forth in ſome paſſionate expreſſions of ten- 


derneſs:—at length he told the aſtrologer he would 
> and: ſend up the captain, who wanted to conſult 
about Margery Cook, becauſe as how ſhe had 
informed him that Dr. Grubble had deſcribed juſt 
fuch- another man as the captain for her true 
love; and he had no great ſtomach to the match, if ſo 
be as the ſtars were not bent upon their rd to- 
. 
h Accordingly the ſquire being diſmiſſed by the con · 
jurer, deſcended to the parlour with a rueful length 


of face, which being perceived by the captain, he de- 
manded What cheer, ho?” with ſome figns of ap- 


prehenſion. Crabſhaw making no return to this ſa- 
lute, he aſked if the conjurer had taken an obſerva- 
tion, and told him any thing? Then the other re- 
plied, he had told him more than he deſired to know. 
« Why, an that be the caſe (ſaid the ſeaman), I have 
no occafion to go aloft this trip, brother.” 

This evaſion would not ferve his turn: old Tiſi- 


| phone was at hand, and led him up growling into the 


halt. of. audience, wht he did not examine without 
trepidation. . Having been. directed to the coffin, 
where he preſented half a crown, in hope of render- 
ing the fates more propitious, the uſual ceremony was 


performed, and the doctor addreſſed him in theſe 


wege 94 5 Approach, Raven.“ The captain advanc- 
g. You an't much miſtaken, brother, (ſaid he) 


| ck your eye into the binnacle, and box your com- 


paſs, you'll find I'm a Crowe, not a Raven, tho't 
indeed they be both fowls of a feather, as the ſaying 


3y 


is. — “ I know it, (cried the conjurer) thou art a 


northern crow,—a ſea crow; not a crow of prey, 
but a crow to be preyed upon: a crow to be pluck- 


ed. to be flayed, to be baſted, to be broiled by 


Margery. upon the. gridiron of matrimony” | The 
novice changing colour at this denunciation. 1 d 


under- 


: 1 
n "x Wor, „ . . ä e e . Prog b thee pot lr Wet hy Be EI 2 4 
— — 4 : 2 ** I 1 1 K $ 4 


* —— 


BS 
« 


r TT 


$1R LAUNCELOT OREAVES. 236 


underſtand your ſignals brother (ſaid he), and if it be 
ſet down in the log-book of fate that we muſt grap- 
ple; why then ware timbers. - But as I know how the 
land lies, d'ye ſee, and the current of my inclination 
ſets me off, I ſhall haul up cloſe to the wind, and 
mayhap we ſhall':clear Cape Margery. But, how- 


ſomever, we ſhall leave that reef in the fore-top-fail : 


was bound upon another voyage, d' ye ſee to look 


and to ſee, and to know if ſo be as how I could pick 


up any intelligence along ſhore concerning my friend 


— 


fir Launcelot, who ſlipped his cable laſt night, and 


has loſt company, d'ye lee.” - © What! (exclaimed 


the cunning man) art thou a crow, and can'ſt not 
ſmell carrion? If thou wouldſt grieve for Greaves, 
behold his naked carcaſe lies unburied to feed the 
kites, the crows, the gulls, the rooks, and ravens.—” 


« What, broach'd to?“ Dead! as a boil'd lob- 


ſer.”? 1-4 -Odd's heart, friend, theſe are the heavieſt 
tidings I have heard theſe ſeven long years—there 
muſt have been deadly odds when he lowered: his t 

fails—Smite my eyes! I had rather the Mufti had 
foundered at ſea, with myſelf and all my generation 


on board — well fare thy ſoul, flower of the world! 


had honeſt Sam Crowe been within hail—but what 

ſignifies palavering.” Here the tears of unaffected 
ſorrow flowed plentifully down the furrows of the 
ſeaman's cheeks :—then his grief giving way to his 
indignation, Hark ye, brother conjuror (ſaid he), 
you can ſpy foul weather before it comes, damn your 
eyes] why did not you give us warning of this here 
ſquall? Blaſt my limbs! I'll make you give an ac- 
count of this here damned, horrid, confounded mur- 
der, d'ye ſee—-mayhap you yourſelf was concerned, 
d'ye ſee. For my own part, brother, I put my truſt 
in God, and ſteer by the compaſs, and I value not 
your paw-wawing, and your conjuration of a rope's 


end, d'ye ſee.” — 


The conjurer was by no means pleaſed, either with 
the matter or the manner of this addreſs. He there- 


fore 
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fore began- to e neee by robres 
ſenting that he did not pretend to amniſcience, which 
was hs attribute of God alone ; that Human art was 
fallible and imperfect ; and all that it could perform, | 
was to diſcoyer certain partial circumſtances of 
particular object to which its inquiries were directed: 
that being queſtioned by the other man concerning 
the cauſe of his maſter's diſappearing, he had exer- 
ciſed his ſkill upon the ſubject, and found reaſon to 
believe that fir Launcelot was aſſaſſinated; that he 
ſhould think himſelf happy in being the indtrunient 
of bringing the murderers to juſtice, though he fore- 
ſaw they would of themſelves fave him that trouble, 
for they would quarrel about dividing the ſpoil, and 
* would, give information again the other.... 
proſpect of this ſatisfaction appeaſed the re- 
0 A and, in ſome "meaſure, mitigated. the grief 
of captain Crowe, who took his leave without much 
Ceremony 3 and being joined by Crabſhaw, proceeded 
with a heavy heart to the houſe of fir Launcelot, 
where they found the domeſtics at breakfaſt, with- 
out exhibiting the leaſt ſymptom of concera for their 
abſent maſter, Crowe had been wile enough to — 
ceal from Crabſhaw what he had learned of the 
fate. This fatal intelligence he reſerved for the wh 
of his nephew Mr. Clarke, who did not fail to attend 
him in the forenoon. 
As for the quire, he did nothing but ruminate in 
rueful ſilence upon the dappled gelding, the noſegay, 
and the predicted fate of Gilbert. Li he forthwith 
viſited in the ſtable, and ſaluted with the kiſs of peace. 
Then be bemoaned his fortune with tears, and by the 
ond of his own lamentation Was Wiles —_— _— 
the litter. 
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hs which the code thet cover the cataſtrophe begin 


| W. not; now lags captain Crowe wn his ne- 
phew Mr. Clarke, arguing with great vehe- 
mence about the fatal intelligence obtained from the 
conjurer, and penetrate at once the veil that con- 
cealed our hero. Know then, reader, that fir Laun- 
eelot Greaves repairing to the place deſcribed in the 
dillet which he had received, was accoſted by à per- 
fon muffled in a cloak, who began to amuſe him with 
4 feigneck ſtory of Aurelia, to which while he liſtened 
with great attention, he found himfelf ſuddenly ſur- 
rounded by armed men, who feized and pinzoned 
don his arms, took away his fword, and conveyed 
him by force into a hackneyr coach provided for the 
putpoſc. In vain he expoſtulated on this violence 
with three perſons who accompanied him in the ve- 
hicle. He could not extort one word by way of re- 
ply; and, from their gloomy aſpercts, he began to be 
apprehenſide of aſſaſſination. Had the carriage paſſed 
through any frequented place, he would have endea- 
vouted to alarm the inhabitants, but it was already 
clear of the tomn, and his: conductors took cafe to 
avoid all villages and inhabited houſes. 

- Aﬀter having travelled about two miles, the coach 
ſtopped at a large iron gate, which being opened, 
dur adventurer was led in. filence through a ſpacious 
houſe- into à tolerably decent apartment, which he 
underſtood: was intended for his bed-chamber. In a 
few minutes after his arrival, he was viſited by a man 
af no very prepoſſeſſing appearance, who endeavoured 
to ſmootn his countenance, which was naturally ſtern ; 
welcomed our adventurer to his houſe; exhorted him 
3 afluring him * ſhould want for 
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nothing, and defired to know what he ks chooſe 
for ſupper. 

Sir Launcelot, in anſwer to this civil addreſs, begged 
he would explain the nature of his confinement, and 
the reaſoris for which his arms were tied like thoſe of 
the worſt malefactor. The other poſtponed till to- 
morrow the explanation he demanded, but in the, 
mean time unbound his fetters, and as he decline 
cating, left him alone to his repoſe. He took care 
however in retiring to double lock the door of the 
room, whoſe windows were grated on the outlide N | 
ion e "2M 


The knight, being thus Fe to his on me- 


% 


| ditations, began to ruminate on the preſent adventure 
with equal ſurprize and concern; but the more he 
revolved circumſtances, the more was he perplexed 
in his conjectures. According to the ſtate of the 
mind, a very ſubtle philoſopher is often puzzled by a 
very plain propoſition; and this was the caſe of our 
adventurer. What made the ſtrongeſt impreſſion 
upon his mind, was a notion that he was apprehended 
on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices, by a warrant from 
the ſecretary of ſtate in conſequence of ſome; falſe ma- 
licious information; and that his priſon was no other 
than the houſe of a meſſenger, ſet apart for-the:ac-: 
commodation of ſuſpected perſons. In this opinion 
he comforted himſelf by recollecting his own con- 
{cious innocence, and reflecting that he ſhould: be in- 
titled to the privilege of habeas corpus, as the act in- 
cluding that ineſtimable Jewel was happily not fol. 1 
pended at this time. * 
Conſoled by this eee — quietly reſigned 5 
himſelf to ſlumber; but before he fell aſleep he was 
very difagreeably undeceived in his conjecture. His 
ears were all at once ſaluted with a noiſe from the 
next room, conveyed in diſtinct bounces againſt the 
wainſcot; then an hoarſe voice exclaimed, Bring 
up the artillery—let- Brutandorf's brigade advance 
dE: my. black huſfars to ravage the country—-let 


them 
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them be new booted take particular care of the 
ſpur- leather make a deſert of Luſatia -bombard 
the ſuburbs of Pera go, tell my brother Henry to 
paſs the Elbe at Meiſſen with forty battalions and 
fifty ſquadrons—ſo ho, you inajor-general Donder, 
why don't you finiſh your ſecond parallel? ſend 
hither the engineer Schittenbach—T'll lay all the ſhoes 
in my ſhop, the breach will be practicable in four and 
twenty hours—don't tell me of your works—you and 
your works may be damn'd.— : 1 
Aſſuredly (cried another voice from a different 
quarter), he that thinks to be ſaved by works is in a 
ſtate of utter reprobation— 1 myſelf was a prophane 
weaver,” and truſted to the rottenneſs of works—1 
kept my journeymen and prentices at conſtant work, 
and my heart was ſet upon the riches of this world, 
which was a wicked work—but now I have got a 
glimpſe of the new light feel the operations of grace 
AI anvof the new birth I abhor good works—I de- 
teſt all working but the working of the ſpirit—Avaunt, 
Satan—O-! how I thirſt for communication with our 
ſiſter ore: N odor | | A 
The communication is already open with the 
Marche, (ſaid the firſt) but as for thee, thou caitiff, 
who haſt preſumed: to diſparage my works, I'll have 
thee rammed into a mortar with a double charge of 
powder, and thrown into the enemy's quarters.“ 
This dialogue operated like a train upon many 
other inhabitants of the place; one ſwore he was 
within three vibrations of finding the longitude, when 
this noiſe: confounded his calculation: a ſecond; in 
broken Engliſh, complained he vas diſtorped in the 
moment of de proſhection a third, in the character 
of his holineſs, denounced interdiction, excommuni- 
cation, and anathemas; and ſwore by St. Peter's 
keys, they ſhould howl ten thouſand years in purga- 
tory, without the benefit of a ſingle maſs. A fourth 
began to hollow in all the vociferation of a fox hunter 
1 ”- | | 4 1 it 


— — — —57—rvr t —— ts — > * 


240 "THE ADVENTURES OF - 


T4 in the chace ; and in an inſtant the whole houſe was 


The clamou „ however, was: 1 unt Ge 
The different chambers being — ſueceſſwely, 
every individual was efſectually ſilenced by the found 
af one cabaliſtical word, which was no other than 
: a charm which at once cowed the king of 
p diſpoffeſſed the fanatic, n en the 
mathematician, diſmayed the alchemiſt, depdled the 
pope, and deprived the ſquire of all utterance. by 

Our adventurer was no longer in doubt concerning 


P- 


the place to which he had been conveyed; and the 


more he reflected on his ſituation, the more he was 


overwhelmed, with the moſt; perplexing chagrin. He 


could not concerve by whoſe means he had been im- 
mured in a madhouſe; but he heartily ee 
knight -errantry, as a frolic which might have v 
ſerious confequences, with reſpect to his future h 


P 


to demean himſelf with the utmoſt circutnſpection, 
well knowing that every vidlent tranſport would de 
interpreted into an undeniable ſymptom of inſanity. 
He was not without hope of being able to move his 
jailor by a due adminiſtration of that which is gene- 
rally more efficacious than all the flower of elocution; 
but when he roſe in the morning, he found his pockets- 
had been carefully cxnmimid pen] nn 8 
Papers and caſh. 
The keeper entering, he enquired About theſe * 
. ticulars,. and: was given to underſtand that they were 
all ſafely depoſited for his uſe, to be forthcoming: at 4 
proper ſeaſon: but, at preſent, as he ſhould want for 


nothing, he had no occaſion for money. The knight 


— in this declaration; and est his breakfaſt 1 in 
Abont a by de 68 fron the 3 


Well, Sir, how 6 do ?—come, don't be 
jeted— 


who contemplated his looks with great ſolemnity; 
and having examined his pulſe, ſhook his head, fayi ings 
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jected every thing is for the beſt you are in very 
good Hands, ſir, I affure you: and I dare fay will 
refuſe nothing that may be thbugkt men to the 
recovery of yourhealth.”—= 

Doctor 2 our hero), Kit in hot an | improper 
queſtion. to aſk, I ſhoulÞbe glad to know your opi- 

— my diforder. "— ©! fir, as to that—(rephed 
the phyfician) your: diſorder is a Kind of a—fir, tis 

very cemon in this country a fort of a Do 
you think: my diſtemper is madneſs, doctor? O0 
Lord! 9 abfotate madneſs no- not mad- 
neſso˙i have heard, no doubt, of what 1 is called a 
weakneſs of the nerves, ſr,— though that is a very 
maccurate-expteſfion; for this phraſe, denoting a mor- 
bid exceſs df ſenſation, ſeems to imply that ſenfation 
itfelf is owing to the looſe coheſion of thoſe material 
particles vhich conſtit ute the nervous fubſtance, in- 
afmuch as the quantity of every effect muſt be pro- 
portionabſe to its cauſe; nom you'll pleaſe to take no- 
tice, fir, if the caſe were really what theſe words ſeem 
to import, all bodies, whote particles do not cohere 
with too great a degree of proximity, would be ner- 
vous; that is, endued with fenfation—fir, I ſhall order 
8 things to keep you in due temperature; 
and you'll do very welb fir, - your humble fervant.”* - 

So ſaying, he returned, and our adventurer could 
not but think it was very hard that one man ſhould 
not dare to aſk the moſt ordinary queſtion without 
being reputed mad, while another ſhould talk nonſenſe 
by the hour, and yet be eſteemed as an oracle. 

The maſter of the houſe finding ſir Launcelot ſo 
tame and tractable, indulged him after dinner with 
à walk in 4 little private garden, under the eye of a 
ſervant who followed Him at a diſtance. "Here he 


was faluted: by a brother priſoner, a man' ſcemingly —- 


turned of thirty, talF and thin, with ftaring eyes, a 
bool noſed and a face covered with pimples. | 
The uſual compliments having paſſed, the ſtranger, + 
without further ceremony, aſked if he would oblige 
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him with a chew of tobacco, or could ſpare him a 
mouthful” of any ſort: of cordial, declaring he had not 


taſted -brandy ſince he came to the houſe The 


knight aſſured him it was not in his power to comply 


with his requeſt; and began to aſk ſome queſtions 
1 to the character of their landlord, which the 
repreſented in very unfavourable colours. 
He Geenibed him as a ruffian, capable of ven cee 
the darkeſt ſchemes of villany. He ſaid his h 


was a repoſitory of the moſt flagrant iniquities: that 


it contained fathers kidnapped by their children, 
wives confined by their huſbands, gentlemen of for- 


tune ſequeſtered by their relations, and innocent per- 


ſons immured by the malice of their adverſaries. He 
affirmed this was his own caſe; and aſked if our hero 


had never heard of Dick Diſtich, the poet and ſatiriſt. 


«Ben Bullock and I (ſaid he) were confident againſt 
the world in arms. did you never {ee his ode to me be- 


ginning with! Fair blooming youth.“ We were ſworn 
brothers, admired, and praiſed, and quoted each other, ſir: 


we denounced war againſt all the world, actors, authors, 


and eritics; and having drawn the fond; threw. away 
the ſcabbard we puſhed through ck and thin, 
hacked and hewed helter ſkelter, and became as for- 


midable to the writers of the age, as the Bœotian 


band of Thebes. My friend e ee was once 
nn in the kennel; but ſounn 2 


He vig rous roſe, and from th' effluvia ſtrong 
Imbib d new life, and ſeour'd and ſtunk along. - 410 


Here is a ſatire, which 1 wrote in an ale-ouſe Shen 
I was drunk I can prove it by the evidence of the 


1 landlord and his wife: I fancy you'll own I have {ome 


Hg to fay with my friend Horace, 


rr Qui me cont e non tangere clams 
Hieli e infignis toto cantabitur urbe.— 


The knight, having peruſed the WIRE action 
his opinion that the verſes were tolerably good; but 
at the ſame time obſerved that the author had reviled 
as -— dunces ſeveral * who had writ with 

reputation, 


* 
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reputation, and were generally allowed to have ge- 
nius: a circumſtance that would detract more from 
his candour, than could be allowed to his capacity. 
Damn their genius! (cried the ſatyriſt) a pack 
of impertinent raſcals! I tell you, ſir, Ben Bullock 


| and- I had determined to cruſh all that were not of 


our own party beſides, I ſaid before, this piece was 
written in drink.“ Was you drunk too when it 
was printed and publiſhed ? 5 Les, the printer 
ſhalb make affidavit that I was never otherwiſe than 
drunk or maudlin, till my enemies, on pretence that 
my brain was turned, conveyed me to this internal 
manſion—? 

AIbey ſeem ro have been your beſt friends (ald 


the Knight), and have put the moſt tender interpre- 


tation on your conduct; for, waving the plea of inſa- 
nity, your character muſt ſtand as that of a man who 
hath ſome ſmall ſhare of genius, without an atom of 
integrity Of all thoſe. whom Pope laſhed in his 
Dunciad, there was not one who did not richly deſerve 


the imputation of dulneſs; and every one of them 


had provoked the ſatiriſt by a perſonal attack. In 
this reſpect the Engliſh poet was much more honeſt 
than his French pattern Boileau, who ſtigmatized 
ſeveral men of acknowledged genius; ſuch as Quinault, 
Perrault, and the celebrated Lulli; for which reaſon 
every man of a liberal turn muſt, in ſpite of all his 
poetical merit, deſpiſe him as a rancorous knave. If 
this diſingenuous conduct cannot be forgiven in a 
writer of his ſuperior genius, who will pardon it in you 
whoſe name is not half emerged from obſcurity?” 
e  Heark- ye, friend (replied the bard), keep your 
pardon, and your counſel for thoſe who aſk it; or, if 
you will force them upon people, take one piece of 
advice in return: if you don't like your preſent ſfitua- 
tion, apply for a committee without delay: they'll 
find you too much of a fool to have the leaſt tincture 
of madneſs; and you'll be releaſed without further 
ng : in that caſe I ſhall rejoice in your deliverance; 
R 2 pe your 
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you will be freed from confinement, and I ſhall od 
happily deprived of your converſation. - - 


85. ſpice; he rl uf n wheat all vun halb 
could not help ſmiling at the peculiar virulence of 


his diſpoſition. Sir Launcelot then endeavoured to 


enter into converſation with his attendant, by aſking 


bew long Mr. Diftich had reſided in the houſe; but 


he might as well have addreſſed himſelf to a Turkiſh 
mute: the fellow either pretended ignorance, or re- 
fuſed an anſwer to every queſtion that was propoſed. 


He would not even diſcloſe the name of his land- 


lord, nor inform him whereabouts the houſe _ 
fituated. 
F inding himſelf agitated with impatience lick in- 
tion, he returned to his apartment, and the door 
being locked upon him, began to review, not without 
horror, the particulars of his fate. How little 
reaſon (ſaid he to himſelf) have we to boaſt of the 
bleſſings enjoyed by the Britiſh ſubject, if he holds 
them on ſuch” a precarious tenure: if a man of rank 
and property may be thus kidnapped even in the 


midft of the capital; if he may be ſeized by ruffians, 


inſulted, robbed, and conyeyed to ſuch a priſon as 
this, rem which chere ſeems to be no poſſibility of 


eſcape. Should I be indulged with pen, ink, and paper, 


and appeal to my relations, or to the inagiſtrates of 


. my country, my letters would be intercepted by thoſe 
Who ſuperintend eonfinement. Should J try to 
alarm thie nelpghbouth6od, my cries would be neglected 


as thoſe of ſome unhap ppy kanatic under neceſſary: cor- 
rection. Should I employ the force which heaven 
has lent me, T might imbrue my hands in blood, and 
after all find it impoſſible to oſtupe through a number 
of ſueceſſive doors, locks, bolts, and centinels. Should 
L endeavour' to tamper with the ſervant; he might 
diſcover my deſign, and then I ſhould he abridged 
of | the little comfort 1 enjoy. People may inveigh 
againſt the Baſtile in France, and the: Inquiſition in 
ai would: ks if either of theſe. be in 

I reality 
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reality ſo dangerous or dreadful as a private mad-houte 
in England, under the direction of a ruffian. The 
Baſtile is a ſtate. priſon, the Inquiſition is a ſpiritual 
tribunal; but both are under the direction of go- 
vernment. It ſeldom, if ever, happens that a man 
intirely irnocent is confined in either; or, if he ſhould, 
he lays his account with a legal trial before eſtabliſhed 
judges. But in England, the moſt innocent perſon 
upon earth is liable to be immured for life under the 
pretext of lunacy, ſequeſtered from his wife, children, 
and friends, robbed of his fortune, deprived even of 
neceſſaries, and ſubjected to the moſt brutal treatment 
from a low-bred barbarian, who raiſes an ample for- 
tune on the miſery of his fellow-creatures, and may, 
during his whole life, practiſe this horrid oppreſfion, 
without queſtion or controul.” | | | 
This uncomfortable reverie was interrupted by a 
very unexpected. ſound that ſeemed to iffue from the 
other ſide of a thick party-wall. It was a ſtrain of 
vocal muſic, more plaintive than the widow'd turtle's 
moan, more ſweet and raviſhing than Philomel's love- 
warbled ſong. Through his ear it inſtantly pierced 
into his heart; for at once he recognized it to be the 
voice of his adored Aurelia. Heavens | what was the 
agitation of his ſoul, when he made this diſcovery ! 
how did every nerve quiver! how did his heart throb 
with the moſt violent emotion! he ran round the 
room in diſtraction, foaming like a lion in the toil— 
then he placed his ear cloſe to the partition, and 
liſtened as if his whole ſoul was exerted in his ſenſe 
of hearing. When the ſound ceaſed to vibrate on his 
car, he threw himfelf on the bed; he groaned with 
anguiſh, he exclaimed in broken accents; and in 
all probability his heart would have burſt, had not 
the violence of his ſorrow found vent in a flood of 
_.Fheſe firſt tranſports were ſucceeded by a fit of 
impatience, which had well-nigh deprived him of his 
ſenſes in good earneſt. His ſurprize at finding on 
woven | R 3 8 
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loſt Aurelia in ſuch a place, the ſeeming impoſſibility 
of- relieving her, and his unſpeakable eagerneſs. to con- 
trive ſome ſcheme for profiting by the intereſting 


diſcovery he had made, concurred in'brewing-up'a 
| ſecond extaſy, during which he acted a thouſand ex- 


travagancies, which it was well for him the attendants 
did not obſerve. Perhaps it was well for the ſervant 
that he did not enter while the paroxyſm prevailed: 
had this been the caſe, he might have met with the 
fate of Lychas, whom Hercules in his eg de- 
ſtroyed. 

— the elath; was: laid * ſupper, he was calm 
enough to conceal the diſorder of his mind: but he 
complained of the head - ach, and deſired he might be 
next day viſited by the phyſician, to whom he reſolved 


to explain himſelf in ſuch a manner, as ſhould make 


an impreſſion upon him, provided he was not * 
deſtitute _ conſcience and peace: Ad | 


CHAP. XXTV. 


n. Inoe that Ka. human wiſdom, the aw of 2 
e e wilt e ueber eg as her 1 | 


Wil the auder ine his next appearance in 
ſir Launcelot's apartment, the knight addreſſed 
him in theſe: words: Sir, the practice of medicine 
1s one of the moſt; honourable profeſſions exerciſed 
among the ſons of men; a profeſſion which hath been 
revered at all periods, and in all nations, and even 
held ſacred in the moſt! poliſhed ages of antiquity. 
The ſcope of it is to preſerve the being, and confirm 
the health of our fellow- creatures; of conſequence, to 
ſuſtain the bleſſings of ſociety, and crown life with 
fruition. The character of a phyſician, therefore, 
not only ſuppoſes natural ſagacity, and acquired eru- 
dition, but it alſo implies every delicacy of ſentiment, 
ny tenderneſs of 1 and every virtue of huma- 


nity. 
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nity. That theſe qualities are centered in you, doctor, 
I would willingly believe: but it will be ſufficient for 
my purpoſe, that you are poſſeſſed of common inte- 
grity. To whoſe concern I am indebted for your 
viſits, you beſt know: but if you underftand the art 
of medicine, you muſt be ſenſible by this time, that 
with reſpect to me your preſcriptions are altogether 
unneceſſary come, ſir, you cannot - you don't be- 
lieve that my intellects are diſordered. Yet, granting 
me to be really under the influence of that deplorable 
malady, no perſon has a right to treat me as a lunatic, 
or to ſue out a commiſſion, but my neareſt kindred.— 
That you may not plead ignorance of my name and 
family, you ſhall underſtand that I am fir Launcelot 
Greaves, of the county of York, baronet; and that 
my neareſt relation is fir Reginald Meadows, of 


Cheſhire, the eldeſt ſon of my mother's ſiſter that 


gentleman, Iam ſure, had no concern in ſeducing me 
by falſe pretences under the clouds of night into the 
fields, where I was ſurpriſed, overpowered, and kid- 
napped by armed ruffians. Had he really believed 


me inſane, he would have proceeded according to the 


dictates of honour, humanity,” and the laws of his 
country. Situated as I am, I havea right, by making 
application to the lord chancellor, to be tried by a 
jury of honeſt men. But of that right I cannot avail 
myſelf, while IJ remain at the mercy of a brutal miſ- 
creant, in whoſe houſe I am incloſed, unleſs you con- 


tribute your aſſiſtance. Your aſſiſtance, therefore, I 


demand, as you are a gentleman, a chriſtian, and a 
fellow- ſubject, who, though every other motive ſhould 
be overlooked, ought to intereſt himſelf in my caſe as 
a common concern, and concur with all your power 
towards the puniſhment of thoſe who dare commit 
ſuch outrages againſt the liberty of your country.“ 
The doctor ſeemed to be a little diſconcerted; but, 


after ſome recollection, reſumed his air of ſufficiency 


and importance, and aſſured our adventurer he would 


do him all the ſervice in his power; but, in the mean 
Ast 5 R 4 | time 
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time, adviſed him to take the potion he had pre- 


Ihe knight's eyes lightning with indignation, «I 
am now convinced (cried he), that you are an accom- 
plice in the villany which has been practiſed upon 
me; that you are a ſordid wretch, without principle 
or feeling, a diſgrace to the faculty, and a reproach to 
human nature — yes, ſirrah, you are the moſt perfidious 
of all aſſaſſins you are the hireling miniſter of the 
worſt of all villains; who, from motives even baſer than 
malice, envy, and revenge, rob the innocent of all the 
comforts of life, brand them with the imputation of 
madneſs, the moſt cruel ſpecies of ſlander, and wan- 
tonly protrack their miſery, by leaving them in the 
moſt ſhocking confinement, a prey to reflections in- 
finitely more bitter than death—but I will be calm 
do me juſtice at your peril. I demand the protec- 
tion of the legiſlature if I am refuſed, remember, 

a day of reckoning will come you and the reſt of the 
miſcreants who have combined againſt me, muſt, in 
order to cloak your treachery, have recourſe to 
murder; an expedient which believe you very capable 
of embracing, or a man of my rank and character 
cannot be much longer concealed . Tremble, caitiff, 
at the thoughts of my releaſe in the mean time, be 
gone, leſt my gquſt reſentment impel me to daſh out 
your brains upon that marble=away—” 
Ahe honeft:; doctor was not ſo firmly perſuaded of 
his patient's lunacy as to reject his advice, which he 

made what haſte he could to follow, when an unex- 


pected accident intervenedd. dy, | © rb 
That this may. be properly introduced, we muſt 
return to the knight's brace of: trufty friends, captain 
Crowe and lawyer Clarke, whom we left in ſorrowful 
deliberation upon the fate of their patron. Clarke's 
genius being rather more fruitful in reſources than 
that of the ſeaman, he ſuggeſted an advertiſement, 
which was accordinghy inſerted in the daily papers; im- 
Porting that, Whereas a gentleman of — 
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rank and fortune had ſuddenly diſappeared, on ſuch a 
night, from his houſe near Golden - ſquare, in conſe- 
quence of a letter delivered to him by a porter; and 
5 is great reaſon to believe ſome violence hath 
been offered to his life: any perſon capable of giving 
ſuch information as may tend to clear up this dark 
tranſaction, ſhall, by applying to Mr. Thomas Clarke, 
attorney, at his lodgings in Upper Brook-ftreet, re- 
ceive proper ſecurity for the reward of one hundred 
guineas, to be paid to him upon his making the diſ- 
covery required. | e 

The porter who delivered the letter appeared ac- 
cordingly, but could give no other information, except 
that it was put into his hand with a ſhilling, by a 
man muffled up in a great coat, who ſtopped him for 
the purpoſe, in his paſſing through Queen-ſtreet. It 
was neceſſary that the advertiſement ſhould produce 
an effect upon another perſon, who was no other than 
the hackney coachman, who drove our hero to the 
place of his impriſonment. This fellow had been en- 
joined ſecrecy, and indeed bribed to hold his tongue, 
by a conſiderable gratification, which, it was ſuppoſed, 
would have been effectual, as the man was a maſter 
coachman in good circumſtances, and well known to 
the keeper of the mad-houſe, by whom he had been 
employed on former occaſions of the ſame nature. 
Perhaps his fidelity to his employer, reinforced by the 
hope of many future jobbs of that kind, might have 
been proof againſt the offer of fifty pounds; but 
double that ſum was a temptation he could not reſiſt. 
He no ſooner read the intimation in the Daily Ad- 
vertiſer, over his morning's pot at an ale-houſe, than 
be entered into conſultation with his own thoughts; 
and having no reaſon to doubt that this was the very 
fare he had conveyed, he reſolved to earn the reward, 
and abſtain from all ſuch adventures in time coming. 
He had the precaution, however, to take an attorney 
along with him to Mr. Clarke, who entered into a 
conditional bond, and, with the aſſiſtance of his uncle, 
depoſited 
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depoſited "A money, to be Kilthoming when the 


conditions ſnould be fulfilled. Theſe previous mea- 


ſures being taken, the coachman declared what he 
knew, and diſcovered the houſe in which ſir Launce- 
lot had been immured. He moreover accompanied 
our two adherents to a judge's chamber, where he 


made oath to the truth of his information; and a 


warrant was immediately granted to ſearch the houſe 
of Bernard Shackle, and ſet at liberty ſir Ee 


Greaves, if there found. 


Fortified with this authority, they engaged a con- 
ſtable with a formidable poſſe, and embarking them 
in coaches, repaired, with all poſſible expedition, to 
the houſe of Mr. Shackle, who did not think proper 


to diſpute their claim, but admitted them, though not 


without betraying evident ſymptoms of conſternation. 
One of the ſervants directing them, by his maſter's 
order, to ſir Launcelot's apartment, they hurried up 
ſtairs in a body, occaſioning ſuch a noiſe, as did not 
fail to alarm the phyfician, who had juſt opened the 
door to retire, when he perceived their irruption. 


Captain Crowe, conjecturing he was guilty from the 


confuſion that appeared in his countenance, made no 
fcruple of ſeizing him by the collar, as he endeavoured 
to retreat; while the tender-hearted Tom Clarke, 

running up to the knight with his eyes brimful of joy 


and affection, forgot all the forms of diſtant reſpect, 


and throwing his arms und his neck, blubbered in 


Our hero did 59 2 receive this proof 1 his Alan . 


nicht unmoved. He: ſtrained him in his embrace, 
honoured him with the title of his deliverer, and aſk- 
ed him by what miracle he had diſcovered the place 
of his confinement. The lawyer began to unfold the 
various ſteps he had taken with equal minuteneſs and 
ſelf· complacency, when Crowe, dragging the doctor ſtill 
by:the collar, ſhook his old friend by the hand, pre- 
teſting he was never ſo overjoyed ſince he got clear 


of a Sallee rover on * of Oye and that 
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two glaſſes ago he would have ſtarted all the money 


he had in the world in the hold of any man who 


would have ſhewn fir Launcelot fafe at his moorings. 
The knight, having made a proper return to this ſin- 


cere manifeſtation of good will, deſired him to dif- 


miſs that worthleſs fellow, meaning the doctor, who, 
finding himſelf releaſed, withdrew with ſome precipi- 
tation. gs 

Then our Aer attended by his friends, walk- 
ed with a deliberate pace to the outward gate, which 
he found open, and getting into one of the coaches, 
was entertained by the way to his own houſe with a 
detail of every meaſure which had been purſued for 
his releaſe. 

In his own parlour he found Mrs. Dolly Cowilip, 
who had been waiting with great fear and impatience 
for the iſſue of Mr. Clarke's adventure. She now 
fell upon her knees, and bathed the knight's hands 
with tears of joy; while the face of this young woman, 
recalling the idea of her miſtreſs, rouſed his heart to 
{ftrong emotions, and ſtimulated his mind to the im- 
mediate atchievement he had already planned. As 
for Crabſhaw, he was not the laſt to ſignify his ſatiſ- 
faction at his maſter's return. After having kiſſed 
the hem of his garment, he retired to the ſtable, 
where he communicated theſe tidings to his friend 
Gilbert, whom he ſaddled and bridled ; the ſame of- 
fice he performed for Bronzomarte then putting on 
his *ſquire-like attire and accoutrements, he mounted 
one, and led the other to the knight's door, before 
which he paraded, uttering from time to time repeat- 
ed ſhouts, to the no ſmall entertainment of the po- 
pulace, until he received orders to houſe his compa- 
nions. Thus commanded, he led them back to their 
ſtalls, reſumed his livery, and rejoined his fellow-fer- 
vants, who were reſolved to celebrate the day with 
banquets and rejoicings, | 

Their maſter's heart was not ſuffciently at eat to 
ſhare 3 in — feſtivity. He held a conſul tation with 


his 
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his friends in the parlour, whom he 8 witk 
the reaſons he had to believe Miſs Darnel was con- 
fined in the ſame houſe which had been his priſon; 
a circumſtance which filled them with equal pleaſure 
and aſtoniſhment. Dolly in particular, weeping plen- 
ally, conjured him to deliver her dear lady without 
delay. Nothing now remained but to concert the 
3 12 her deliverance. As Aurelia had informed 
of her connection with Mrs. Kawdle, at whoſe 
Butt ſhe propoſed to lodge, before ſhe was overtaken 
on wiped road by her uncle, this particular was now im- 
parted to the council, and ſtruck a light which ſeem- 
ed to point out the direct way to M ie arnel's en- 
largement. 
Our hero, accompanied by Mrs. Cowſlip and Tom | 
Clarke, ſet out immediately for the houſe of Dr. 
Kawdle, who happened to be abroad, but his wife 


received them with great courteſy. She was a well- 


bred, ſenſible, genteel woman, and ſtrongly attached 
to Aurelia by the ties of affection as well as of con- 
ſanguinity. She no ſooner learned the ſituation of 
her couſin, than ſhe expreſſed the moſt impatient 
concern for her being ſet at liberty; and aſſured ſir 
Launcelot ſhe would concur in any ſcheme he ſhould 
22 for that purpoſe. There was no room for 


5 eſitation or choice; he attended her immediately to 
the judge, who, upon proper application, iſſued ano- 


ther ſearch-warrant for Aurelia Darnel. The con- 
ſtable and his poſſe were again retained, and ſir Laun- 


celot Greaves once more croſſed the threſhold of Mr. 
Bernard Shackle. Nor was the ſearch-warrant the 


only implement of juſtice with which he had furniſhed 
himſelf for this viſit. In going thither they agreed 
upon the method in which they ſhould introduce 
themſelves gradually to Miſs Darnel, that her tender 
nature might not be too much ſhocked by their ſud- 
den appearance. | 
When they arrived. at the houſe ates, and | 
ee their credentials, in conſequence of which 

a female 
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2 female attendant was directed to ſhew the lady's 
apartment, Mrs. Dolly firſt entered the chamber of 
the accompliſhed Aurelia, who, lifting up her eyes, 
ſereamed aloud, and flew into the arms of her faith- 
ful Cowſlip. Some minutes elapſed before Dolly 
could make ſhift to exclaim,—* Am coom to live 
and daai with my beloved leady !”” © Dear Dolly! 
(eried her miſtreſs) I cannot expreſs the pleaſure I 
have in ſeeing you again—Good heaven ! what ſoli- 
tary hours of keen affliction have I paſſed fince we 
parted !—but, tell me, how did you diſcover the 
place of my retreat ?—has my uncle relented ?—do I 
owe your coming to his indulgence ?? 

Dolly anſwered in the negative; and by degrees 
gave her to underſtand that her couſin, Mrs. Kawdle, 
was in the next room; that lady immediately ap- 
peared, and a very tender ſcene of recognition paſſed 
between the two relations. It was ſhe who, in the 
courſe of converſation, perceiving that Aurelia was 
perfectly compoſed, declared the happy tidings of her 
approaching deliverance. When the - other cagerly 
inſiſted upon knowing to whoſe humanity and addreſs 
ſhe was indebted for this happy turn of fortune, her 
couſin declared the obligation was due to a young 
gentleman of Yorkſhire, called fir Launcelot Greaves. 
At mention of that. name, her face was averſpread 
with a crimſon glow, and her eyes beamed redoubled 
| {plendor.— © Couſin (ſaid ſhe, with a figh) I know 
not what to ſay that gentleman,—fir Launcelat 
Greaves was ſurely born Lord bleſs me I tell yau, 
couſin, he has been my guardian angel. —”” 
Ms. Kawdle, who had maintained a correſpondence 
with her by letters, was no ſtranger to the former part 
of the connexion ſubſiſting between thoſe two lovers, 
and had always favoured the pretenſions of our hero, 
without being acquainted with his perſon, She now 
obſerved with a ſmile, that as Aurelia eſteemed the 
knight her guardian angel, and he adored. her as a 
demi-deity, nature ſeemed to have intended them for 


each 
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each other; for ſuch ſublime ideas exalted them both 
above the ſphere of ordinary mortals. She then ven- 
tured to intimate that he was in the houſe, impatient 
to pay his reſpects in perſon: At this declaration the 
colour vaniſhed from her cheeks, which however ſoon 
underwent a total ſuffuſion. Her heart panted, her 
boſom heaved, and ber gentle frame was agitated by 
tranſports rather violent than unpleaſing. She ſoon 
however recollected herſelf, and her native ſerenity 
returned; when, riſing from her ſeat, ſhe declared 
ſhe would ſee him in the next apartment, where he 
ſtood in the moſt tumultuous ſuſpence, waiting for 
permiſſion to approach her perſon. | Here- ſhe broke 
in upon him, arrayed in an elegant white undreſs, 
the emblem of her purity, beaming forth the emana- 
tions of amazing beauty, warmed and improved with 
a glow of gratitude and affection. His heart was too 
big for utterance; he ran towards her with rapture, 
and, throwing himſelf at her feet, imprinted a reſpect- 
ful kiſs upon her lily hand. This, divine Aurelia, 
(cried he) is a foretaſte of that ineffable bliſs, which 
you was born to beſtow Do I then live to ſee you 
ſmile again? to ſee you reſtored to liberty, your mind 
at eaſe, and your health unimpaired!''' < You have 
lived (ſaid ſhe) to ſee my obligations to fir Launcelot 
Greaves accumulated in ſuch a manner, that a whole 
life ſpent in acknowledgment will ſcarce ſuffice to de- 
monſtrate a due ſenſe of his goodneſs.”  * You 
greatly over-rate my ſervices, which have been rather 
the duties of common humanity, than the efforts of a 
generous paſſion, too noble to be thus evinced ;—but 
let not my unſeaſonable tranſports detain you a mo- 
ment longer on this deteſted ſcene—Give me leave to 
hand you into the coach, and commit you to the 
care of this good lady, attended by this honeſt 
young gentleman, who is my particular friend.“ So 
laying, he preſented Mr. Thomas Clarke, who had 
the honour to ute the fair Hand of ths ever amiable 
Aurelis. 9 

The 
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The ladies being ſafely coached under the eſcorte 
* the lawyer, fir Launcelot aſſured them he ſhould 
wait on them in the evening at the houſe of Dr. 
Kawdle, whither they immediately directed their 
courſe. Our hero, who remained with the conſtable 
and his gang, enquired for Mr. Bernard 'Shackle, up- 
on whote perſon he intended to ſerve a writ of con- 
piracy, over and above a proſecution for robbery; - 
conſequence of his having diſencumbered the kni 
of his money and other effects, on the firſt night of 
his confinement.” Mr. Shackle had diſcretion enough 
to avoid this encounter, and even to anticipate: the 
indictment for felony, by directing one of his ſer- 
vants to reſtore the caſh and papers, which our ad- 
oh accordingly received before. he Nee the 

ouſe. 
In the proſecution of his bes yes Shackle; bh 

— to enter the chamber of the bard, whom he 
found in diſhabille, writing at a table, with a band- 
age over one eye, and his head covered with a night- 
cap of baize. The knight, having made an apology 
for this intruſion, deſired to know if he could be of 
any ſervice to Mr. Diſtich, as he was now at liberty 
to "aſc the little influence he had for the relief of his 
fellow-ſufferers—The poet having eyed him for ſome 
time aſkance, < I told you, (ſaid he) your ſtay in this 
place would be of ſhort duration.—lI have ſuſtained a 
{mall diſaſter on my left eye, from the hands of a 
raſcally cordwainer, who pretends to believe himſelf 
the king of Pruſſia, and T am now in the very act of 
galling his majeſty with keen jambics.— If you can 
help me to a roll of tobacco and a bottle ef geneva, 
ſo if you are not ſo inclined, your humble ſervant, 
[ ſhall ſhare in the joy of your deliverance.” . 

The knight declined gratifying him 1n theſe parti- 
culars, which he apprehended might be prejudicial to 
his health, but offered his aſſiſtance in redreſſing his 
grievances, provided he laboured under any cruel . 
Emaar or inconvenience. © I comprehend the 


full 
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full extent of your generoſity (replied dhe fag, ; 
you are willing to affiſt me in every thing, except - 


the only circumſtances in which aſſiſtance is required 

—God b'w'ye—If you fee Ben. Bullock, tell þ him 1 
wiſh he would not dedicate any more of his works to 
me. Damn the fellow, he has changed his note, and 
begins to ſnivel. For my part, I ftick to my former 
maxim, defy all the world, and will die hard, even 2 
death ſhould be preceded by damnation,” - 

Tbe knight finding him incorrigible, left 5 5 to 
the flender chance of being one day comforted by 
the dram- Bottle; but refolved, if poſhble, to ſet on 
foot an accurate enquiry into the ceconomy and tranf· 
actions of this private inquiſition, that ample juſtice 
might be done in favour of every injured — 
confined within its walls. 

In the afternoon he did not fait to viſit us Ku- 
relia; and all the proteſtations of their mut uab paſ-. 
ſion were once more interchanged. He now pro- 
duced the letter, which had cauſed fuch fatal dif- 
quiet in his hoſom; and Miſs Darnel no fooher: eyed 
the paper, than ſhe recollected it was a formal dif- 
miſſion, which fhe had intended and directed for: 
Mr. Sycamore. This the uncle had intercepted; anch 
cunningly incloſed in another cover, addreſſed to fir 
Launcelot Greaves, who was now aſtoniſhed 
meaſure to ſee the myftery ſo eafily unfolded: The 
Joy that now diffuſed itſelf in the hearts of our lovers, 
is more eaſily conceived than deſcribed; but, in order 
to give a ſtability to this mutual ſatisfaction, it vras 
neceſſary that Aurelia ſhould be ſeeuned from the 
tyranny of her uncle, whoſe power of guardianſhip: | 
would not otherwiſe for ſome months expire. 

Dr. Kawdle and his lady having entered into their 
deliberations: om this ſubject, it was agreed that Miſs 
Darnel ſhould have recourſe to the protection of the; 
lard-chancellor; but ſuch application was, rendered 
unneceſſary by the unexpected arrival of John Clump, 
with the following letter to Mrs. Kawdle — 

ewar 
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ſteward of Anthony Darnel, dated at Aurelia' s houſe 
in the country. 

« Madam, it hath pluſes God to afflict Mr. Dar- 
nel with a ſevere ſtroke. of the dead palſy.— He was 
taken yeſterday, and now lies inſenſible, ſeemingly at 
the point of death. Among the papers in his pocket 
I found the ineloſed, by which it appears that my 

honoured young lady, Miſs Darnel, is confined in a 
private mad-houſe, I am afraid Mr. Darnel's fate is 
a juſt judgment of God upon him for his cruelty to 
that excellent perſon. I need not exhort you, ma- | 
dam, to take, immediately upon the receipt of this, | 
ſuch meaſures as will be neceflary for the enlargement 
of my poor young lady. In the mean time, I ſhall 
do the needful for the preſervation of her property in | 
this place, and ſend you an account of any further J 
alteration that ar happen; being very reſpectfully, 
madam, 
al | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
RALPH Matrooks.” X 


Clump had poſted up to "84 Ga with this indian. 
tion on the wings of love, and being covered with 
clay from the heels to the eyes upwards, he appeared 
in ſuch an unfavourable light at Dr. Kawdle's door, 
that the footman refuſed him admittance. Never- 
theleſs he puſhed him aſide, and fought his way up 
ſtairs into the dining-room, where the company was 
not a little aſtoniſned at ſuch an apparition: The 
fellow himſelf was no leſs amazed at ſeeing Aurelia 

and his own ſweetheart Mrs. Dolly Cowſlip. He 
forthwith fell upon his knees, and in ſilence held out 
the letter, which was taken by the doctor, and pre- 
ſented to his wife, according to the direction. She 
did not fail to communicate the contents, which were 
tar from being unwelcome to the individuals who 
compoſed this little ſociety. Mr. Clump was ho- 
noured with the approbation of his young lady, who 
commended him for his zeal and expedition; be- 
ſtowed upon him a 2 — gratuity in the mean 
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time, and defired to ſee him again when he ſhould be 
properly refreſhed after the fatigue he had under- 
gone. e en ba 
Mr. Thomas Clarke being eonſulted on this occa- 
ſion, gave it as his opinien, that Miſs Darnel ſnould 


without delay chooſe another guardian for the few 


months that remained of her minority. The opinion 
was confirmed by the advice of ſome eminent lawyers, 
to whom immediate recourſe was had; and Dr. Kaw- 
dle being the perſon pitched upon for this office, 


the neceſſary forms were executed with all poſſible 


diſpatch. = fit 

The firft uſe the doctor made of his guardianſhip, 
was to ſign a power, conſtituting Mr. Ralph Mattocks 
his attorney pro tempore, for managing the eſtate of 
Miſs Aurelia Darnel ; and this was forwarded to the 
ſteward by the hands of Clump, who ſet out with 
it for the ſeat of Darnel-hill, though not without a 
heavy heart, occaſioned by ſome intimation he had 
received concerning the connexion between his dear 
Dolly and Mr. Clarke the lawyer. 


CHA P T ER | the laſt. 


Which, it is to be hoped, wwill be, on more accounts thas 

; one, agreeable to the reader. {812.20 
ein Launcelot having vindicated the liberty, con- 
8 firmed the ſafety, and ſecured the heart of his 
charming Aurelia, now found leiſure to unravel the 


conſpiracy which had been executed againſt his per- 
ſon; and with that view cmmenced a law- ſuit againſt 


the owner of the houſe where he and his miſtrefs had 


been ſeparately confined. Mr. Shackle was, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſubmiſſions and atonement which he 


offered to make, either in private or in publie, in- 
dicted on the ſtatute of kidnapping, tried, convicted, 
puniſhed by a ſevere fine, and ſtanding in the pillory. A 


U 
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judicial writ ad inquirendum being executed, the priſons 
of his inquiſition were laid opens and ſeveral innocent 
captives enlar 


In the courſe of Shackle $ trial it appeartd that the 8 


— 's confinement was a ſcheme executed by his 
rival Mr. Sycamore, according to the device of his 
counſelor, Dawdle, who, by this contrivance, had 
reconciled himfelt” to his patron, after having de- 
ſerted him in the day of battle. Our hero was ſo 
incenſed at the diſcovery of Sycamore's treachery and 
ingratitude, that he went in queſt of him immediately, 
4 take vengeance on his perſon, accompanied by 

ain Crowe, who wanted to balance accounts with 

r. Dawdle, But thoſe gentlemen had wiſely avoid- 


ed the impending ſtorm, by retiring to the continent 


on pretence of travelling for improvement. 

Sir Launcelot was not now ſo much of a knight- 
errant as to leave Aurelia to the care of Providence, 
and purſue the traitors to the fartheſt extremities of 
the earth. He practiſed a much more eaſy, certain, 
and effectual method of revenge, by inſtituting a 
proceſs againſt them, which, after writs of capias, alias, 
& pluries, had been repeated, ſubjected them both to 
outlawry. Mr. Sycamore and his friend being thus 
deprived of the benefit of the law, by their own neg- 
lect, would likewiſe have forfeited their goods and 
chattels to the king, had not they made ſuch ſub- 
miſſions as appeaſed 'the wrath of ſir Launcelot and 
captain Crowe; then they ventured to return, and 
by dint of intereſt obtained a reverſal of the out- 


lawry. . But this grace they did not enjoy till long 


after our adventurer. was happily eſtabliſhed in life. 
While the knight waited impatiently for the expi- 
ration of Aurelia s minority, and, in the mean time, 


conſoled himſelf with the imperfect happineſs ariſing 
from her converſation, and thoſe indulgencies which 


the moſt unblemiſhed virtue could beſtow ; captain 
Crowe projected another plan of vengeance againſt 
on conyurer, whoſe lying oracles had coſt him ſuch 
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a world of vexation. The truth is, the captain began 
to be tired of idleneſs, and undertook this adventure 


to keep his hand in uſe. He imparted his deſign to 


Crabſhaw, who had likewiſe ſuffered in ſpirit, from the 
predictions: of the ſaid offender, and was extremely 
well diſpoſed to aſſiſt in puniſhing the falſe prophet. 
He now took it for granted, that he ſhould not be 
hanged for ſtealing a horſe ; and thought it very 
hard to, pay ſo much money for a deceitful pro- 
Phecy, which, in all likelihood, would never be ful- 
n ee e e : 
Actuated by theſe motives, they ſet out together 
for the houſe of conſultation; but they found it ſhut 


up and abandoned; and, upon. enquiry in the neigh- 
bourhood, learned that the conjurer had moved his 


quarters that very day on which the captain had re- 
courſe to his art. This was actually the caſe: he 
knew the fate of fir Launcelot would ſoon come to 
light, and he did not chooſe to wait the conſequence. 
He had other motives for decamping. He had run 
a {core at the public-houſe, which he had no mind 


to diſcharge, and wanted to diſengage himſelf from 


his female aſſociate, who knew too much of his af. 
fairs to be kept at a proper diſtance All theſe pur- 
poſes he had anſwered by retreating ſoftly, without 
beat of drum, while his ſybil was abroad running 


down prey for his devouring. He had not, however, 
taken his meaſures ſo cunningly, but that this old 


hag. diſcovered, his new lodgings, and, in revenge, 
gave information to the publican. This creditor took 
out a writ accordingly, and the bailiff had juſt ſe- 


cCured his perſon as captain Crowe and Timothy 


Crabſhaw chanced to paſs by the door in their way 

homewards, through an obſcure ſtreet near the Seven 

ö nn: te; 7 oor tin a 
The conjurer having no ſubterfuge left, but a great 


many particular reaſons for avoiding an explanation 
with tae juſtice, like the man between the devil and 


the deep tea, of two evils choſe the leaſt ; and beck - 
. . oning 
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he 
12 8 


oning to the captain, called him by his name. 
Crowe, thus addreſſed, replied with a2“ Hilloah!“ 
and looking towards the place from whence he was 
hailed, at once recognized the necromancer. With- 
out farther heſitation he ſprang acroſs the ſtreet, and 
collaring Albumazar, exclaimed, ** Aha ! old boy, is 
the wind in that corner? Il thought we ſhould grap- 
ple one day—now will I bring you up by the head, 
though all the devils 1n hell were blowing abaft the 
bug” ö | . 

The bailiff ſeeing his priſoner ſo roughly handled 
before, and at the ſame time aſſaulted behind by 
Crabſhaw, who cried Shew me a lar, and I'll ſhew bo 
you a thief—who is to be hanged now? -I ſay, the 95 
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bailiff, fearing he ſhould loſe the benefit of his job, -:*. 
began to put on his contentious face, and, declaring FEE, 
the doctor was his priſoner, ſwore he could not ſur- . 
render him without a warrant from the lord chief 2 


juſtice. The whole groupe adjourning into the par- 


lour, the conjurer defired to know of Crowe whether Mr 
fir Launcelot was found? being anſwered, © Ey, ey, 
ſafe enough to ſee you made faſt in the bilboes, bro- FS 


ther; he told the captain he had ſomething of con- 
ſequence to communicate for his advantage; and 
propoſed that Crowe and Crabſhaw ſhould bail 
the action, which lay only for a debt of three x. 
pounds. > os AE ex cad 
Crowe ſtormed, and Crabſhaw grinned at this mo- 
deſt propoſal ; but when they underſtood that they 
could only be bound for his appearance, and reflected 
that they need not part with him until his body ſhould 
be ſurrendered unto juſtice, they conſented to give 
bail; and the bond being executed, conveyed him 
directly to the houſe of our adventure. ; 
The boiſterous Crowe introduced him to fir Laun- 
celot with ſuch an abrupt unconnected detail of his 
offence, as the knight could not underſtand without 
Timothy's annotations. Theſe were followed by ſome 
- queſtions put to the conjurer, who, laying aſide his 
f $$ black 
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black gown, and plucking, off his white beard, ex- 
hibited to the aſtoniſhed ſpectators the very individual 
countenance of the empyrical politician Ferret, who 
had played our hero ſuch. a ippery trek after the 
electioneering adventure. | | 
« I perceive (ſaid he) you are preparing to ex- 
poſtulate, and upbraid me for having given a falſe in- 
formation againſt you to the country juſtice. I look. 
upon mankind to be in a ſtate of nature, a truth 
which Hobbes hath ſtumbled upon by accident; I 
think every man has a right to avail himſelf of his 
talents, even at the expence of his fellow-creatures ; 
juſt as we ſee the. fiſh, and other animals of the 
creation devouring one another. I found the juſtice 
but one degree removed from idiotiſm, and know- 
ing that he would commit ſome blunder in the exe- 
cution of his office, which would lay him at your 

' mercy, I contrived -to make his folly the inſtrument 
of my eſcape—I was diſmiſſed without being obliged - 
to ſign the information I had given; and you took 
ample vengeance for his tyranny and impertinence. 
L came to London, where my circumſtances obliged 
me to live in diſguiſe. In the character of a conjurer 
I was. conſulted. by your follower. Crowe, and your 
*(quire Crabſhaw. I did little or nothing but echo 
back the intelligence they brought me, except prog- 
noſticating that Crabſhaw would be hanged ; a pre- 
diction to which I found :myſelf fo irref ibly mnapel- 
led, that I am perſuaded it was the real eflect of in- 

ſpiration—1. am,.now.-arrefted for a paltry. ſum of 
money, and, moreover, liable to be ſent to Bridewell 
as an . impoſtor—let. thoſe anſwer for my conduct 
whoſe cruelty and inſolence have driven me to the 
neceſſity of uſing ſuch ſubterfuges I have been op- 
preſſed and perſecuted by the government for ſpeak- 
ing truth—your omnipotent laws have reconciled con- 
tradictions. 'That.which is acknowledged to be truth 
in es is conſtrued ale in law; ad ont: _ | 
ſon 
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ſon we have to boaſt of a conſtitution founded on the 
baſis of abſurdity—But, waving theſe remarks, I own 
I am unwilling to be either impriſoned for debt, or 
puniſhed for 1mpoſture—I know how far to depend 
upon generoſity, and what is called benevolence, words 
to amuſe the weak-minded—I build upon a ſurer 
bottom—1I will bargain for your aſſiſtance—it is in 
my power to put twelve thouſand pounds in the 
pocket of Samuel Crowe, that there ſea-ruffian, who 
by his good will would 9 mo to the yard arm 
There he was interrupted by the ſeaman. Damn 
your rat's eyes] none of your hang thee | fiſh my 
topmaſts ! if the rope was fairly reeved, and the tackle 
ſound, d'ye ſee— Mr. Clarke, who was preſent, 
began to ſtare, while the knight aſſured Ferret, that 
if he was really able and willing to ſerve captain 
Crowe in any thing eſſential, he ſhould be amply re- 
warded. In the mean time he diſcharged the debt, and 
aſſigned him an apartment in his own houſe. That 
lame day Crowe, by the advice of fir Launcelot and 
his nephew, entered into conditional articles with 
the cynic, to allow him the intereſt of fifteen hundred 
pounds for life, provided by his means the captain 
ſhould obtain poſſeſſion of the eſtate of Hobby-hole in 
Yorkſhire, which had belonged to his grandfather, and 
of which he was heir of blood. 3 | . 
This bond being executed, Mr. Ferret diſcovered | 
that he himſelf was the lawful huſband of Bridget 
Maple, aunt to Samuel Crowe, by a clandeſtine mar- 
riage ; which, however, he convinced them he could 
prove by undeniable evidence. This being the caſe, 
ſhe, the ſaid Bridget Maple, alias Ferret, was a covert 
femme, conſequently could not tranſact any deed of 
alienation without his concurrence ; ergo, the docking 
of the entail of the eſtate of Hobby-hole was illegal 
and of none effect. This was a very agreeable de- 
claration to the whole company, who did not fail to 
congratulate captain Crowe on the proſpect of his 
being reſtored to his inheritance, Tom Clarke, in 
$ 4 Par- 
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particular, proteſted, with tears in his eyes, that it gave 
him unſpeakable joy; and his tears trickled the 
faſter, when Crowe with an arch look, fignified, . 
that now he was pretty well victualled for life, he 
had ſotme thoughts of embarking on ny voyage of 
matrimony, i | 
But that point of happineſs to which, as the north 
pole, the 1 155 of the adventures hath been inva- 
riably directed, was ſtill unattained ; we mean, the 
indiſſoluble union of the accompliſhed fir Launcelot 
Greaves and the enchantin Miſs Darnel. Our hero 
now diſcovered in his miſtreſs a thouſand charms, 
which hitherto he had no opportunity to contemplate, 
He found her beauty excelled by her good ſenſe, and 
her virtue ſuperior to both. He found her untainted 
by that Balles vanity, and affectation, which diſ- 
tinguiſh the faſhionable females of the preſent age, 
He found her uninfected by the rage for diverſion 
and diſſipation ; for noiſe, tumult, gewgaws, glitter, 
and extravagance. He found her not only raiſed by 
underſtanding and taſte far above the amuſement of 
| Uttle vulgar minds; but even exalted by uncommon 
genius and refined reflection, ſo as to reliſh the more 
ſublime enjoyments of rational pleaſure. He found 
her poſſeſſed of that vigour of mind which conſtitutes 
true fortitude, and . vindicates the empire of reaſon. 
He found her heart incapable of diſguiſe or diffimula- 
tion; frank, generous, and open; ſuſceptible of the 
_ moſt tender Impreſſions; glowing with a keen ſenſe 
of honour, and melting with humanity. A youth 
of his ſenſibility could not fail of being deeply af- | 
fected by ſuch attractions. The nearer 2 approach · 
ed the center of happineſs, the more did the velocity 
of his paſſion increaſe. Her uncle ſtill remained inſen- 
fible as it were in the arms of death. Time ſeemed 
to linger in its lapſe,” till the knight was inflamed to 
the moſt eager degree of impatience. He commu- 
nicated his diſtreſs to Aurelia; he preſſed her with 
the moſt pathetic remonſtrances to abridge the tor- 
ture 
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tare of his ſuſpence. He intereſted Mrs. Kawdle in 
| his behalf; and, at length, his importunity ſucceeded. 
The banns of marriage were regularly publiſhed, and 
the ceremony was performed in the pariſh church, 
in the preſence of Dr. Kawdle and his lady, captain 
Crowe, lawyer Clarke, and Mrs. Dolly Cowſlip. - -- | 
The bride, inſtead of being diſguiſed in tawdry 
ſtuffs of gold or ſilver, and ſweating under a harneſs of 
diamonds, according to the elegant taſte of the times, 
appeared in a negligee of plain blue ſattin, without 
any other jewels than her eyes, which far outſhone all 
that ever was produced by the mines of Golconda. 
Her hair had no other extraneous ornament than a 
{mall ſprig of artificial roſes ; but the dignity of her 
air, the elegance of her ſhape, the ſweetneſs and ſen- 
ſibility of her countenance, added to ſuch warmth of 
colouring, and ſuch exquiſite ſymmetry of features, 
as could not be excelled by human nature, attracted 
the eyes and excited the admiration of all the beholders. 


The effect they produced in the heart of fir Laun- 


celot, was ſuch a rapture as we cannot pretend to de- 
ſcribe. He made his appearance on this occaſion in 


2 white coat and blue ſattin veſt, both embroidered- 
with ſilver; and all who ſaw him could not but own. 


that he alone ſeemed worthy to poſſeſs the lady whom 
heaven had deſtined for his conſort. Captain Crowe 
had. taken off a blue ſuit of cloaths ſtrongly guarded 
with bars of broad gold lace, in order to honour the 
nuptials of his friend; he wore upon his head a bag- 
wig a la pigeon, made by an old acquaintance in Wap- 
ping; and to his fide he had girded a huge plate-hilted 
ſword, which he had bought of a recruiting ſerjeant. 
Mr. Clarke was drefled in pompadour, with gold 
buttons, and his lovely Dolly in a ſmart checked 
luteſtring, a preſent from her miſtreſs, _ 1 

invitation, at the 


The whole company dined, by 


houſe of Dr. Kawdle; and here it was that the two 


moſt deſerving lovers on the face of the earth attained 
to the conſummation of all earthly felicity, The 


captain 
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captain * his nephew had a hint to retire in due 
time. Mrs. Kawdle conducted the amiable Aurelia, 
trembling, to the marriage · bed; our hero glowing 
with a - bridegroom's: ardour, claimed the huſband's 
prwilege: Hymen lighted up his brighteſt torch at 
Virtue's lamp, and every ſtar ſhed its happieſt inſluence 
on their heaven · directed union. | 
' »InſtraCtions had been already diſpatched to pre- 
:Greaveſbury-hall for the reception of its new 
miſtreſs; and for that place the new-married couple 
ſet out next morning, according to the plan which 
had been previoufly concerted. Sir Launcelot and 
lady Greaves, accompanied by Mrs. Kawdle, and at- 
tended by Dolly, travelled in their own coach, drawn 


by fix — horſes. Dr. Kawdle, with captain 
Crowe, occupied the doctor's poſt-chariot, provided 


with four bays; Mr. Clarke had the honour to beſtride 
the loins of Bronzomarte; Mr. Ferret was mounted 
upon an old hunter; Crabſhaw ſtuck cloſe to his 


friend Gilbert; and two other horſemen completed 


the retinue. There was not an aching heart in the 
whole cavalcade, except that of the young lawyer, 
which was by turns invaded with hot deſires and chil- 
ling ſcruples. Though he was fond of Dolly to diſ- 
traction, his regard to worldly reputation, and his 


attention to worldly intereft, were continually raifing 
up bars to a legal gratification of his love. His pride 


was ſtartled at the thought of marrying the daughter 


of a poor country publican; and he moreover dreaded 


the reſentment of his uncle Crowe, ſhould he take any 


ſtep of this nature without his concurrence. Many 
a Wichtul look did he caſt at Dolly, the tears ſtanding 


in his eyes, and many a woeful ſigh did he utter. 


Lady Greaves immediately perceived the ſituation 
of his heart, and, by queſtioning Mrs. Cowſhp, diſ- 
covered a mutual paſſion between theſe lovers. She 


conſulted her dear knight on the ſubject, and he 


catechifed the lawyer, who pleaded guilty. The cap- 


| tain * ſounded as to n declared he would 


be 
Fes 
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be ſteered in that, as well as every other courle of 
life, by fir Launcelot and his lady, whom he verily. 
revered. as beings of an order ſuperior to the ordinary 
race of mankind. This favourable reſponſe being 
obtained from the failor, our hero took an opportunity 
on the road, one day after dinner, in preſence of the 
whole company, to accoſt the lawyer in theſe words: 
My good friend Clarke, I have your happineſs very 
much at heart—your father was an honeſt man, to 
whom my family had manifold obligations. I have 


had theſe many years a perſonal regard for yourſelf, 


derived from your own integrity of heart and goodneſs 
of diſpoſition— I ſee you are affected, and ſhall be 
brief—Beſides this 3 am indebted to your 
friendſhip for the liberty—what ſhall I ſay?—for the 
ineſtimable happineſs I now enjoy, in poſſeſſing the 
moſt excellent But I underſtand that fignificant 
glance of my Aurelia will not offend her delicacy— 
The truth is, my obligation is very great, and it is 
time I ſhould evince my gratitude If the ſtewardſhip 


of my eſtate is worth your acceptance, you ſhall have 


it immediately, together with the houſe and farm of 
Cockerton in my neighbourhood. I know you have 
2 paſſion for Mrs. Dolly; and believe ſhe looks upon 
you with the eyes of tender prepoſſeſſion Don't bluſh 
Dolly —beſides your agreeable perſon, which all the 
world muft approve, you can boaſt of virtue, fidelity, 

and friendſhip. Your attachment to lady Greaves 


neither ſhe or I ſhall ever forget if you are . 


to unite your fate with Mr. Clarke, your miſtre 
gives me leave to aſſure you ſhe will ſtock the farm 


at her own expence; and we will celebrate the wedding 


at Greaveſbury-hall— 


By this time the hearts of theſe grateful loyers had 


orerbowed. Dolly was fitting on her knees, bathing 


her lady's hand with her tears, and Mr. Clarke ap- 


peared in the ſame attitude by ſir Launcelot. The 


uncle, almoſt as much affected as the nephew, by the 
Snerqſity of our adventurer, cried aloud, J pray 
God 
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God that you and your glorious conſort may have 


ſmooth ſeas and gentle gales whitherſoever you are 


bound—as for my. kinſman Tom, I'II give him a 
thouſand: pounds to ſet him fairly afloat ; and if he 
prove not a faithful tender to you his bene factor, I 
hope he will founder in this world, and be damned in 
that which is to come.“ Nothing now was wanting 
to the completion of their happineſs but the conſent 
of Dolly's mother at the Black Lion; who they did 
not ſuppoſe could have any objection to ſuch an ad- 
vantageous match for her daughter; but! in chis par- 
ticulat they were miſtaken. 

In the mean time they arrived at the village where 
the knight had exerciſed the duties of chivalry; and 
there he received the gratulation of Mr. Fillet, and 


the attorney who had offered to bail him before juſ⸗ 


tice Gobble. Mutual civilities having paſſed, they 
gave him to underſtand that Gobble and his wife 
were turned methodiſts. All the reſt of the priſoners 
whom he had delivered came to teſtify their gratitude, 
and were hofpitably entertained, Next day they 
halted at the Black Lion, where the good woman was 


overjoyed to ſee Dolly fo happily preferred; but when 
ſir Launcelot unfolded the propoſed marriage, the 


interrupted him with a ſcream. © Chriſt Jeſus 


forbid—marry and amen! match with her own bro- 


ther!“ 
At this exclamation Dolly fainted; her lover ſtood: 


with his ears erect, and his mouth wide open; Crowe 
ſtared, while the knight and his lady expreſſed equal 


ſurprize and concern. When fir Launcelot intreated 
Mrs. Cowſlip to explain this myſtery, ſhe told him 


that about fixteen years ago, Mr. Clarke ſenior had 
brought Dolly, then an infant, to her houſe, when 


ſhe and her late huſband lived in another part of the 
country; and as ſhe had then been lately delivered of 
a child which did not live, he hired her as a nurſe to 


the little foundling. He owned the was a love-be- 


881 babe, and from time to time paid handſomely 


for 
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for the board: of Dolly, who he defired might paſs-for 1 
her own daughter. In his laſt illneſs he aſſured her 4 
he had taken care to provide for the child; but ſince 23 


his death ſhe had received no account of any ſuch 
proviſion, - She moreover informed his honour, that 
Mr. Clarke had depoſited in her, hands a diamond 
ring, and a ſealed Pape never to be opened with- 


=p: oped znr 
3 — CORY 


out his order, until olly ſhould be demanded in 1 
marriage by the man ſhe ſhould like, and not then, ji 
except in the preſence of the clergyman of the pariſh. in 
« Send for the clergyman this inſtant, (cried our: hero, 1 
reddening, and fixing his eyes on Dolly) I hope all will it 
r i ae EW 1 
The vicar arriving, and being made acquainted | 
with the nature of the caſe, the-landlady produced i 
the paper; which, being opened, appeared to be an 1 


authentic certificate, that the perſon commonly known 
by the name of Dorothy Cowilip, was in fact Dorothea 
Greaves, daughter of Jonathan Greaves, eſq. by a 
young gentlewoman who had been ſome years de- 


The remaining part of the myſtery I myſelf can ll. 
unfold—(exclaimed the knight, while he ran and em- „ 
braced the aſtoniſhed Dolly as his kinſwoman.) Jo- 1 
nathan Greaves was my uncle, and died before he 1 
came of age, ſo that he could make no ſettlement on Vi 
his child, the fruit of a private amour, founded on a £ ' Rf 
promiſe of marriage, of which this ring wasa token. 4 
Mr. Clarke, being his confident, diſpoſed of the child, 9 
and at length finding his conſtitution decay, revealed 1 
the ſecret to my father, who, in his will, bequeathed =_ 
one hundred pounds a year to this agreeable found- 
ling; but as they both died while I was abroad, and 1 
ſome of the memorandums touching this tranſaction | | 
probably were miſlaid, I never till now could diſcover 4 
where or how my pretty couſin was ſituated. I ſhall 1 
recompenſe the good woman for her care and fidelity, 4 
and take pleaſure in bringing this affair to a happy _ 
flue.” „ 5 | i" 
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The lovers were now overwhelmed with tranſport 
of joy and gratitude, and every countenance was 
lighted up with ſatisfaction. From this place to the 
habitation of fir Launcelot the bells were rung in 
every pariſh, and the corporation in their formalities 
congratulated him in every town through which he 
paſſed. About five miles from Greaveſbury-hall he 
was met by above five thouſand perſons of both ſexes 
and every age, dreſſed out in their gayeſt apparel, 
headed by Mr. Ralph Mattocks from Darnel-hill, 
and the rector from the knight's own pariſh. They | 
were preceded by muſic of different kinds, ranged 
under a great variety of flags and enſigns; and the 
women, as well as the men, bedizened with fancy- 
knots and marriage-favours. At the end of the avenue, 
a ſelect bevy of comely virgins arrayed in white, and a 
feparate band of choice youths, diſtinguiſhed by gar- 
lands of laurel and holly interweaved, fell into the pro- 
ceſſion, and ſung in chorus a ruſtic epithalamium 
compoſed by the curate. At the gate they were re- 
ceived by the venerable houſe- keeper Mrs. Oakley, 
whoſe features were ſo brightened by the occaſion, 
that with. the firſt glance ſhe made a conqueſt of the 
heart of Captain Crowe; and this connection was im- 
proved afterwards into a legal conjunction. | 

Mean while the houſes of Greaveſbury-ball and 
Darnel-hill were ſet open for the entertainment of all 
comers, and both echoed with the ſounds of feſtivity, 
After the ceremony of giving and receiving viſits had 
been performed by fir Launcelot Greaves and his lady, 
Mr. Clarke was honoured with the hand of the agree 
able Miſs Dolly Greaves; and the captain was put in 
poſſeſſion of his paternal eſtate. The perfect and un- 
interrupted felicity of the knight and his endearing 
conſort, diffuſed itfelf through the whole adjacent 
country, as far as their example and influence could 
extend. They were admired, eſteemed, and applauded 
by every perſon of taſte, natiment, And benevolence; 
at the ſame time beloved, revered, and almoſt adored 

by 


$IR LAUNCELOT GREAVES 271 


by the common people, among whom they n 


not the mercileſs hand of indigence or miſery to ſeize 
one ſingle ſacrifice. 


Ferret, at firſt, ſeemed to enjoy his eaſy circum- 


ſtances; but the novelty of this ſituation ſoon wore off, 


and all his miſanthropy returned. He could not bear 
to ſee his fellow- creatures happy around him; and 
ſignified his diſguſt to ſir Launcelot, declaring his 
intention of returning to the metropolis, where he 
knew there would be always food ſufficient for the 
ravenous appetite of his ſpleen. Before he departed, 
the knight made him partake of his bounty, though 
he could not make him taſte of his happineſs, which 


ſoon received a conſiderable addition in the birth of 
a ſon, deſtined to be the heir and repreſentative of two 
worthy families, whoſe mutual animoſity the union of 


his parents had ſo happily extinguiſhed. 


4 *- 
* 
* 
* 
. 
# 
* 
* 
4 * 
— 
. 
* 
* 
0 _ 
* 
- 1 * 
f x 
* 
- 
* 
— 
N * 
* 
* £ $- 
* * 
. 5 at . 
4 « © * + 
* 1 ' 
if * 
1 . 5 : 
* - 
* 
5 
- 
= 
—— — 0 — ek — 
| = 3 0 F — Mn r 
= — „„ anne — — — — —— — — — — ” 8 Y - —— OO 3 
. 2 ä —— — — — - . : | 
2 | N | — * — — - — 
— — — 2 


2 = 


— 


. 
ad IF CAS" r W r * 1 
8 2 ˙ ͤ lr Sree Sas fe 5 7 NE ent i rn — 
— SHS TE: > IWF ogg er es; oY K * . — a ——— — 6 — — — — 4 
A ä wo on 4 a # . — . — 


— = — ee ER To 
7 2 IFC 6 - » 
4 — — — -- 


_  — —  — —  — — 


. 


11 
HE | 
HISTORY any ADVENTURES 
OF AN 
AT OM. 


VOL. VI. 


rH A — — 
— 


* 
' ; * *4 
. > \ 
þ — 
* 
* 
it tft Sf 9 pe 
* 
— * * 
{ «+ 
\ Ty IT \ 
n K „ Ar n 22 , (a, 
„ QOT73 AA dA 41 1 * 
Gl 4 * — ps lags 
f - * 2 
* * 2 


| | "M0 T- A 


_— NE. . II ey N R - 


— 


„ 


2 510 1 BAT1 152 ENT. 


4 3 
1 JOE 1411 191110 
4 4 "4 , 1; my a by 
ar 619 09 Par i ell Nino um to Splitten nit 
- * 2 1 
7 a © 
od Sonia BW TR: nad3 3oonums 


U r 5 4 To ; 4 * 3 L 
$i 34 46 #1 2 XII 4 z 


WO: 


PUB 165 a 0. Hs. DEADBR. 


4.66 1 ? 
3 e 11 f 
77 106 


„ # er Te — 
E un! +.JONgQOTG r 1 20 210! 
- 


Z >, * Y bs 


1 « theſe tickliſh times b i my ve mbcefiry Ger 
ſu 


ch an account of the following ſheets, as will 


exempt me 7 h plague of proſecution. 

On the 7th arch, in the preſent year 1748, 
they were ered to me for ſale by a tall thin woman, 
about the age of threeſcore, dreſſed in a gown of 


bombazine, with a cloak and bonnet of black filk, 


both a little the werſe-for-the wear.—She called der 
ſelf Dorothy latchet, Coaſter, of the pariſh of Old- 
ſtreet, adminiſtratrix of Mr. Nathaniel Peacock, who 
died in the ſaid pariſh on the fifth day of laſt April, 
and lies buried in the church-yard of Iflington, in 
the north-weſt corner, where his grave is diſtinguiſhed 


by a monumental board inſcribed with the following 
triſtich: 


Hic, hæc, hoc, 
Here lies the block 
Of old Nathaniel Peacock. 


In this particular, any perſon whatever may ſatisfy 
himſelf, by taking an afternoon's walk to Iſlington, 
| where, at the White Houſe, he may recreate and 
retreſh himſelf with excellent tea and hot rolls for ſa 

imall a charge as eight-pence. 
| As to the MS, beforeI would treat for it, I read it 
over attentively, and found it contained divers curious 
particulars of a foreign hiſtory, without any allufion 
| to, orreſemblance with, the tranſactions of theſe times. 
1 I likewiſe 
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I likewiſe turned over to Kempfer and the Univerfil 
Hiſtory, and found in their ſeveral accounts of Japan 

many of the names and much of the matter ſpe 
cified in the following ſheets. Finally, that I might 
run no riſque of miſconſtruction, I had recourſe to an 
eminent chamber-council of my acquaintance, who 
diligently peruſed the whole, and declared it was no 
more actionable than the Vifion of Ezekiel, or the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet. Thus x. 


ſured, I purchaſed the copy, which I now preſent in 


print, with my beſt reſpects, to _ courteous 4 59 
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The Epiror's Declaration. Wk 

NATHANIEL PEACOCK, of the pariſh of St. Giles, 
L haberdaſher and author, ſolemnly declare, That 
on the third of laſt Auguſt, ſitting alone in my 
ſtudy, up three pair of ſtairs, between the hours of 


eleven and twelve at night, meditating upon the un- 


certainty of ſublunary enjoyment, I heard a ſhrill, 
ſmall voice, ſeemingly proceeding from a chink or cre- 
vice in my own pericranium, call diſtinctly three 
times, Nathaniel Peacock, Nathaniel Peacock, Na- 
thaniel Peacock.“ Aſtoniſhed, yea, even affrighted; 
at this citation, I replied in a faultering tone, In 
the name of the Lord, what art thou? Thus ad- 
jured, the voice anſwered and ſaid, I am an atom.” 
I was now thrown into a violent perturbation of ſpi- 

rit ;:for J never could behold an atomy without fear 
and trembling, even When I knew it was no more 
than a compoſition of dry bones; but the conceit of 
being in preſence of an atomy informed with ſpirit, 
that is animated by a ghoſt or goblin, increaſed my 
terrors exceedingly. I durſt not lift up mine eyes, 
leſt I ſhould behold an apparition more dreadful than 
the hand-writing on the wall. My knees knocked 
together: my teeth chattered: mine hair briſtled up 
fo as to raiſe a cotton night-cap from the ſcalp : my 
tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth : my temples 
were bedewed with a cold ſweat:---Verily, I was for a 


ſeaſon entrance. 
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At length, by the bleſſing of God, I recollected my. 


| elf, and cried aloud, © Avaunt Satan, in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt.” *© White-livered 
_ caitiff!”? ſaid the voice, (with a peculiar tartneſs of pro- 
nunciation) „what art thou afraid” of, that thou 
ſhouldeſt thus tremble, and diffuſe around thee ſuch 
an unſavory odour ? What thou heareſt is within 
thee—is part of thyſelf. I am one. of thoſe atoms, or 
| conſtituent particles of matter, Which can neither be 
| _ annihilated, divided, nor impaired : the different ar- 
| | rangements of ys atoms compoſe all the variety of ob. 
jects and eſſences which nature exhibits, or art can 
obtain. Of the fame ſhape, ſubſtance, and quality, 


i | are the component particles, that harden in rock, 
= . and flow in water; that blacken in the negro, and 
' brighten in the diamond; that exhale from a roſe, 

andi fteam froma dunghill. Even now, ten millians of 


| | atems were diſperſed in air by that oflariferons gale, 
1 which the commotion of thy fear produced; and 
| ean foreſee that one of them will be conſolidated in 
Ul | a fibre of the olfactory nerve, belonging to a cele- 
| . brated beauty, whoſe nofſtril 18 excoriated, by the im: 
18 moderate uſe of plain Spamfh. Know, Nathaniel, 
; j that we atoms are ſingly endued with ſuch efficacy 

| 

| 


of reafon, as cannot be expected in an aggregate body, 
where we crowd and ſqueeze and embarraſs one ano 
ther. Vet, thoſe ideas which we ſingly poſſeſs, we 
cannot communicate, except once in a thouſand years, 

and then only when we fill a certain place in the 
I Nineal gland of a human creature, the very ſtation 
which T now maintain in thine.— For the benefit of 
| | you miſerable' mortals,:I am determined to promulge 
1 the hiſtory of one period, during which I underwent 
ſome ſtrange revolutions in the empire of Japan, and 
was conſcious” of ſome political anecdotes now to be 
divulged/for the inſtruction of Britiſh-miniſters. Take 
up the pen, therefore, and write what I ſhall unfold, - 
Puy this time my firſt "apprehenſion vaniſned; but 
another fear, almoſt as. terrible, ufurped its: plags 1 
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to think myſelf inſane, and concluded that the 
voice was no other than the fantaſtic undulation of 
a diſturbed brain. 1 9 preferred an earneſt 
orion. at the throne of grace, that 4 might be 25 


ſtored to the fruition of my right underſtanding and 


judgment. * O incredulous wretch, (exclaimed the 


voice,) I will now convince thee that this is no phan- 
taſma or hideous dream. Anſwer me, doſt thou 


know the meaning and derivation of the word atom? 


I replied, ©. No, verily !'? Then I will tell thee, 


(aid the voice) thou ſhalt write it down without de- 


lay, and conſult the curate of the pariſh on the ſame 
ſubject. If his explanation and mine agree, thou will 
then be firmly perſuaded that I am an actual, inde- 
pendent exiſtence; and that this addreſs is not the 


vague delirium of a diſordered brain. Atomos is a 


Greek word, ſignifying an indiviſible particle, derived 
from a/pha privativa, and temuo to cut.“ 


I marvelled much at this enden which, 5 | 
ever, I literally obeyed ; an 


forth to viſit the habitation of the curate ; but in 
going thither, it was my hap to encounter a learned 
phyſician of my acquaintance, who hath read all the 
books that ever were publiſhed in any nation, or 


language: to him I referred for the derivation of the 


word atom. He pauſed a little, threw up his eyes to 
heaven, ſtroked his chin with great, ſolemnity, and 
hemming three times, Greck, Sir, (laid be) is more 
familiar to me than my native tongue. I have con- 


verſed, Sir, with Homer and Plato, Heſiod and 


Theophraſtus, Herodotus, Thucydides, Hippocrates, 
Aretaus, Pindar, and Sophocles, and all the poets 


and hiſtorians of antiquity. Sir, my library coſt me 


two thouſand pounds. I have ſpent as much more 
in making experiments 3 and you muſt know that I 
have diſcovered certain chemical ſpecifics, which I 


would not divulge for fifty times the ſum.—As for 


the; word atomos, or atime, it ſignifies a ſcoundrel, Sir, 


wy as it were, Sir, a thing of no eſtimation. It is de- 
| 1 rived, | 
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rived, Sir, from alpha privativa and time, honour. 
Hence, we call a ſkeleton an atomy, becauſe Sir, 


the bones are, as it were, diſhonoured by being ſtrip. 
ped x their cloathung and expoſed i in their naked. 


neſs.” 


I was "RX vexed at this interptetation, and my. 
apprehenſion of lunacy recurred : nevertheleſs, I pro- 
ceeded in my way to the lodgings of the curate, and 
deſired his- explanation, which | tallied exactly with 
what I had written. At my return to my own houſe, 
I aſcended to my ſtudy, aſked pardon of my internal 


monitor; and taking pen, ink, and paper, fat down 


to write what it dictated, in the following ſtrain. 

lt was in the æra * of Foggien, one thouſand 
years ago, that fate determined I ſhould exiſt in the 
empire of Japan, where I underwent a great number 
of viciſſitudes, till, at length, I was incloſed in a grain 
of rice, eaten by a Dutch mariner at Firando, and, 
becoming a particle of his body, brought to the Cape 
of Good Hope. There I was diſcharged in a ſcor- 


butic dyſentery, taken up in a heap of foil to manure 


a garden, raiſed to vegetation in a ſallad, devoured 
by an Engliſh ſupercargo, aſſimilated to a certain 
organ of his body, which, at his return to London, 
being diſeaſed in conſequence of impure contact, 1 
was again ſeparated, with a conſiderable portion of 
Putrefied fleſh, thrown upon a dunghill, gobbled up, 
and digeſted by a duck, -of which duck your father, 
Ephraim Peacock. , having eaten plentifully at a feaſt of 
the cordwainers, I was mixed with his circulating juices, 
and finally fixed in the principal part of that-animal- 
cule, which, in proceſs of time, _—— itſelf into 
thee, Nathaniel Peacock. 

Having thus Fd my tranſmigrations 
308 my conveyance from Japan, I ſhall return thi- 
then, and unfold ſome. curious ne 19 , 


4 7 he - hiſtory | af Japan is. ; divided: inte three dſſeren ras of 
which Foggien | is the molt ao? 1 8 
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mtrigue; carried on during the ſhort period, the hiſ- 
tory of which E mean to record : I need not tell thee, 
that the empire of Japan conſiſts of three large iflands ; 
or that the people, who inhabit them, are ſuch incon- 
* ſiſtent; capricious animals, that one would imagine 
they were created for the purpoſe of ridicule. Their 
minds are in -continual agitation, like a ſhuttlecock 
toſſed to and fro, in order to divert the demons of 
_ philoſophy and folly. A Japaneſe, without the inter- 
vention of any viſible motive, is, by turns, merry and 


penſive, ſuperficial and profound, generous and il- 


hberal, raſh and circumſpect, courageous and fear- 
ful, benevolent and cruel. They ſeem to have no 


fixed principle of action, no certain plan of conduct, 


no effectual rudder to ſteer them through the voyage 
of life; but to be hurried down the rapid tide of 
cach revolving whim, or driven, the ſport of every 
ouſt of paſſion that happens to blow. A Japaneſe will 
ſing at a funeral, and ſigh at a wedding; he will this 
hour talk ribaldry with a proſtitute, and the next im- 


merſe himſelf in the ſtudy of metaphyſics or theology. 


In favour of one ſtranger, he will exert all the vir- 
tues of hoſpitality ; againſt another he will exerciſe 
all the animoſity of the moſt ſordid prejudice : one 


minute ſees him hazarding his all on the ſucceſs of 
the moſt extravagant project; another beholds him 
heſitating in lending a few copans * to his friend on 


_ undeniable ſecurity. To-day, he is afraid of paring 
his corns ; to-morrow, he ſcruples not to cut his own 
throat. At one ſeaſon, he will give half his fortune to 


the poor; at another, he will not beſtow the ſmalleſt 


pittance to ſave his brother from indigence and diſ- 
treſs. He is elated to inſolence by the leaſt gleam of 
ſucceſs; he is dejected to deſpondence by the ſlight- 
eſt turn of adverſe fortune. One hour he doubts the 
beſt eſtabliſhed truths; the next, he ſwallows the 


open is a gold coin uſed in Japan, value about 43 ſhit: 
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moſt TR fiction, His praiſe and his cen- 
4 ſure i is what a wiſe man would chooſe to — — 45 


evils equally pernicious: the firſt is generally raiſed. 
without foundation, and carried to ſuch extravagance, 


' as. to-expole. the object to the ridicule. of mankind ; 
the laſt is often unprovoked.. yet uſually inflamed. to 
all the rage of the moſt malignant perſecution. | He 


will extol above Alexander the great, a petty. officer 
who robs a hen-· rooſt; and damn to infamy, a gene- 
ral for not performing impoſſibilities. The ſame 
man whom he yeſterday flattered with the moſt ful- 
ſome adulation, he will to- morrew revile with the 

moſt bitter abuſe; and, at the turning of a ſtraw, 
= into his boſom the very perſon whom he has for - 


5 rag defamed as the moſt perfidious raſcal. 


The Japaneſe value themſelves much upon their 


cConſtitution, and are very clamorous about the words 
' liberty and property; yet, in fact, the only: liberty 


they enjoy, is to get drunk whenever they pleaſe, to 
revile the government, and quarrel with one another. 
With reſpe& to their property, they are the tameſt 
animals in the world; ts, if properiy-managed,.un- 
dergo, without wineing, ſuch impoſitions, as no other 


nation in the world would bear. In this partieular, 


they may be compared to an aſs, that will crouch un- 


der the moſt unconſcionable burthen, provided you 
i atch his long ears, and allow him to — his belly. 


They are ſo practicahle, that they have ſuffered 


. their pockets to be drained, their veins to be emptied, 


and their credit to he cracked, by the moſt bungling 
adminiftratians, to gratify the avarice, pride, and am- 


bition, of the moſt ſordid and eontemptible ſoyerengny 
that ever fate upon the throne. . 


The methods uſed for accompliſhing theſe pairpaſes 
are extremely ſimple. Nou have ſeen a dancing bear 


© 1ngenſed to a dangerous degrey of rage, and all at once 


appeaſed by firing a piſtol over his noſe. The Ja- 
pandgſe; even in their moſt ferocious moods, when 


ſter, 
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ſtef, and even thręaten the throne itſelf, are caſily 
ſoftened into meekneſs and condeſcenſion. A ſet of 
tall fellows, hired for the purpoſe, tickle them under 
the-noſes with long ſtrays, into a gentle convulſion, 
during which they ſhut their eyes, and ſmile; and 
quietly ſuffer their pockets to be turfied inſide out. 
Nay, what is ſtill more remarkable, the miniſtry is in 
poſſeſſion of a pipe, or rather bullock's horn,. which 
being ſounded to a particular pitch, has ich an effect 
on the ears and underſtanding of the people, that 
they allow their pockets to be picked with their eyes 
open, and are bribed to betray their own intereſts 


with their own. money, as eaſily as if the treaſure had 


come from the remoteſt corner of the globe. Not- 
withſtanding theſe capricious peculiarities, the Japa- 
neſe are become a wealthy and powerful people, partly 
from their inſular fityation, and partly from a ſpirit 
of commercial adventure, ſuſtained by all the obſti- 
nacy of perſeverance, and conducted by repeated flaſhes 


the chaos af their abſurdities. 


of good ſenſe, which almoſt inceſſantly gleam through | 
Japan was originally governed by name 0 = 


poſſeſſed an abſolute power, and ſucceeded by here- 
ditary right, under the title of Dairo. But in the be- 
ginning of the period Foggien, this emperar became 
a Cypher, and the whole adminiſtration devolved in- 
te the hands of the prime miniſter, ar Cuboy, who 


now exereiſes all the power and authority, leaving the 


trappings of royalty to the inactive Dairo. The 
Prince, who held the reins of government in the 
Mort period which I intend to record, was not 2 
Uneal deſcendant of the ancient Dairos, the imme 
diate ſueceſſion having failed, but ſprung from a 
collateral branch which was invited from a foreign 
eguntry in the perſon of Bupo, in honour of whom 
the Japaneſe erected Fakkubaſi , or the teraple of 
the white horſe. So much were all his ſucceffor 


* Vid, Kempfer, Lib, I. 
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devoted to the culture of this idol, which; by the bis) 
was made of the vileſt materials, that, in order to 
enrich his ſhrine, they impoveriſhed the whole empire, 
yet ſtill with the connivance, and by the infſuence of 
the Cuboy, who gratified this ſordid paſſion or ſuper+ 
ſtition of the Dairo, with a view to prevent him from 
employing his attention on matters of pagan confe> 
quence...” | 

Nathaniel, you have heard” of the tenlifiuiration 
of ſouls, a doctrine avowed by one Pythagoras, a phi- 
loſopher of Crotona. This doctrine, though diſcarded 
and reprobated by Chriſtians, is nevertheleſs ſound, 
and orthodox, I affirm on the integrity of an atom. 
Further. L ſhall not explain myſelf on this ſubject, 
though I might with ſafety ſet the convocation and 
the whole hierarchy at defiance, knowing, as I do, that 
it is not in their power to make me bate one particle 
of what I advance: or, if they ſhould endeavour to 
reach me through your organs, and even condemn 
you to the ſtake at Smithfield, verily, I ſay unto thee, 
I ſhould be a gainer by the next remove. I ſhould | 
ſhift my quarters from a very cold and empty tene- 
ment, which I now occupy in the brain of a poor 
haberdaſher, to the nervous plexus ſituated at the 
mouth of the ſtomach of a fat alderman ted with 08 
niſon and turtle. 


But to return to P thagoras, whom o N. 


wiſe countrymen denominated Peter Gore, the wiſe-acre 
of Croton; you muſt know that philoſopher was a type, 


which hath not yet been fully unveiled. - That he 


taught the metempſychoſis, explained the nature and 
properties of harmonies, demonſtrated the motion of 


the earth, diſcovered the elements of geometry and 


arithmetic, enjoined his diſciples ſilence, and abſtained 
from eating any thing that was ever informed by the 


breath of life, are circumſtances known to all the 
learned world: but his veneration for beans, which 


coſt him his life, his golden thigh, his adventures in 


the character of a courtezan, his golden verſes, his 


$3055 : epithet. 


ADVENTURES OF Ax ATOM. 285 


epithet of «vros d, the fable of his being born of a 
virgin, and his deſcent into hell, are myſteries in which 
ſome: of the moſt important. truths are concealed. — 
Between friends, honeſt Nathaniel, I myſelf conſti- 
tuted part of that ſage's body; and I could ſay a great 
deal but there is a time for all things ſhall only 
obſerve, that Philip Teſſier had ſome reaſon for ſup- 
poſing Pythagoras to have been a monk; and there 
2 hints in Meyer's diſſertation, Utrum Py- 
tiagoras Judæus fuit, an monachus Carme lit. 
WMWaving theſe intricate diſcuſſions for the preſent, 
(though I cannot help diſcloſing that Pythagoras was. 
actually eircumeiſed) know, Peacock, that the me- 
tempſychoſis, or tranſmigration of ſouls, is the method 
which nature and fate conſtantly purſue, in animating 
the creatures produced on the face of the earth; and 
this proceſs, with ſome variation, is ſuch as the Eleu- 
ſinian myſteries imported, and ſuch as you have read 
in Pryden's tranſlation of the ſixth book of Virgil's 
Eneid. The Gods have provided a great magazine 
or diverſorium, to which the departed ſouls of all 
animals repair at their diſmiſſion from the body. 
Here they are bathed in the waters of oblivion, until 
they retain no memory of the ſcenes through which 
they have paſſęed; but they ſtill preſerve their original 
craſis and capacity. From this repoſitory, all new 
created beings are ſupplied with ſouls; and theſe ſouls 
tranſmigrate into different animals, according to the 
Pleaſure of the great diſpoſer. For example, my good 
friend Nathaniel Peacock, your own ſoul has within 
- theſe hundred years threaded a goat, a ſpider, and a 
biſhop; and its next ſtage will be the carcaſe of a 
- hbiewer herſe :e N 


In what manner we atoms come. by. theſe articles 


of intelligence, whether by intuition, or communi- 
cation of ideas, it is not neceſſary that you ſhould 
conqceivęSuffice it to: ſay, the gods were merry on 
the follies of mankind, and Mercury undertook to 
exhibit a mighty nation, ruled and governed by the 

THEY | ; meaneſt 
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meaneſt intellects that could be fôund in the 
ſitory of pre-exiſting. ſpirits: He laid the ſcene in 
Japan, about the middle of the period Foggien; wer 
that nation was at a with all her neigkbours. Into 
the maſs, deſtined t6 ſway the ſceptre, he infulecl, at 
the very article of conception, the ſpirit, which in 
cautſe of ſtrangulatiof had een expelled & poferiors = 
from a poole, Killed oft prirpole to regale the * | 
of the mother. The animalcule, thus inſpi 

born, and facceeded to the throne; under 855 natfie of 
Got-hama-baba. His whole life and converſation - 
was no other lan b repetition 6f the humours he had 
diſplayed' in his laft charater. He was fapacious, 
ſhallow, hot-beaded, and perverſe; in point of un- 


derſtanding, juſt ſufficient to appear in pablie withour = 


x flayering bib; imbued with no knowledge; Hamed | 


by no ſentient, and warmed with no affe&tion; ex, 


cept a blind attachment to the worſhip of Fakku- 


bafi, which ſeemed indeed to be à diſeaſe in his coſti. 


tution. His heart was eat ſelfiſh, and his difps- 
fition altogether i nente ee 07 neee 10 

Of all his recreations, that which he delighted in 
tool, was kicking the breech: of his Cuboy, o prime 


miniſter, an Exetcife which he every daß, performed in 


private. It was therefore neceſſary that a Cuboy 
mould be found to undergo this Aurnel operation 
without repimng. This was à circumſtanes foreſcen 
and provided for by Mereury, whoy à little After the 
coneeption of Got-hama- baba, impregnated the ovum 
df A! future Cuboy, and implanted in it a chiangling 
foul; which had fucceſſively paſſed through the bodies 
ef an ass; a dottril; an apple- woman. and\a'cow-boy. 
It was diverting enough to ſee the rejoicings with 
Which the birth of this Quanbuku * was celebrated; 
and ſtill more. ſo to obſerve the marks of fond admi- 
tation in the parents, as the ſoul of the — — 
ode, To ny Ta in the young range cri pry 

* * Qanbak Le uf Ur dm erer in — gi dil 
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184 ſpecies of divetfion we atoms often enjoy. We at 
heal times behold the ſathe ſpirit hunted down in 
a hare, and cried up in an Hecror; fawtiing'in a proſ- 
titute, and bribing in a miniſter; break ing fotth in a 
whiſtle af the plough, and in a ſertfion from tlie pulpit ; 
impelling a hog" to the ſtye, and a counſellor to the 
cabinet; prompting a ſhoe-boy to filch, and a patriot | 
to harangue; {quinting ik & goat, and Wig | in a 
tron. 

Totes of all ſorts were provided betimes for the 
yoting Quanbuku, but his genius rejected all culti- 
Nog: at leaſt the crops it produced were barren 
and ungtateful. He was diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Fika-kaka, and cateſſed as the heir of an inmenſe 
' Nay, he was really conſidered as ons of the 
moſt hopefuls oung Quanbukus in the empire of Japan 
for his want of ideas was attended with a total abſence 
6f pride, inſolence, or any other difagreeable vice: 
indeed his character was founded upon negatives. He 

bad no undefſtandin or no ceconomy, no courage, no 

induftty, no ſteadineſs, no diſcernment, no vigout, no 
retention. He was reputed gefierous and gooU-liu- 
moureck; but was really profuſe, 'chicken-hearted, 
negligent, fickle; blundering, weak, and leaky. All 
theſe qualificatiotis were agitated by an eagerneſs, haſte, 
and im e, that compleated the moſt ludicrous 
2 tion, which human nature ever produced. 
net. kg always in hurry and confufion, as if he 
had loft his wits in the morning, and was in queſt of 
them all day. Let me whiſper a ſecret to you, my 
good friend bet All this Buſtle and trepidation 
_ from a hollowneſs in the brain, forming a 
ind of eddy, in which his animal ſpirits were hutried 
about in à perpetual ſwirl. Had it not been for this 
Ly us Natura, the eitculation would not have been 
ſofficient for the purpoſes of animal life. Had the 
whole world been fearched by the princes thereof, it 
would not have produced another to have matched 
this half-witted original, to whom the —— 
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of a ightyie empire was wholly conſigned. Notwith. 
ſtanding all the care that was taken of his education, 
Fika-kaka never could comprehend any art or ſcience, 
except that of dancing bare-headed'among the.Bonzas 
at the great feſtival of Cambadoxi. The extent of 
his knowledge in arithmetic went no farther than the 
numeration of his ten fingers. In hiſtory, he had no 
idea of what preceded a certain treaty with the, Chi- 
neſe, in the reign of queen Syko, who died within his 
on remembrance; and was ſo ignorant of geography, 
that he did not know that his native country was 
ſurrounded by the ſea. No ſyſtem of morality could 
he ever underſtand; and of the fourteen ſects of reli- 
gion that are permitted in Japan, the only diſcipline he 
could imbibe was a ſuperſtitious devotion for Fakku- 
baſi, the temple. of the white horſe. This, indeed, 
was neither the fruit of doctrine, nor the reſult ol | 
reaſon; but a real inſtinct, implanted in; his nature 
for fulfilling the ends of Providence. His perſon was 
extremely awkward; his eye vacant, though alarmed ; 
his ſpeech thick, and embarraſſed; his utterance un- 
graceful; and his meaning perplexed. With much 
difficulty he learned to write his own name, and that 
of the Dairo; and picked u WD a ſmattering of the 
Chineſe language, which was ſometimes uſed at court. 
In his youth, he freely converſed with women; but, as 
be advanced in age, he placed his chief felicity in the 
delights of the table. He hired cooks from China at 
an enormous expence, and drank huge quantities of 
the ſtrong liquor diſtilled from rice, which, by pro- 
ducing repeated intoxication, had an unlucky effect 
upon his brain, that was naturally of a looſe flimſy 
texture. The immoderate uſe of this potation was 
| likewiſe ſaid to have greatly impaired his retentive 
faculty; inaſmuch as he was ſubje& upon every ex- 
traordinary emotion of ſpirit, to an involuntary diſ- 
charge from the laſt of the inteſtines. | 
Such was the character of Fika-kaka, entitled by 
he birth to a prodigious eſtate, as well as to the 
honours 
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honours of Quanbuku, the firſt hereditarydignity inthe 
empire. In conſequence of his high ſtation, he was 
connected with all the great men in Japan, and uſed 


to the court from his infancy. Here it was he became 
acquainted” with young Got-hama-baba, his future 
ſovereign; and their ſouls being congenial, they ſoon 


contracted an intimacy, which endured for life. They 


were like twin particles of matter, which having been | 


divorced from one another by a moſt violent ſheck, 


had floated many thouſand years in the ocean of the 


univerſe, till at length meeting by accident, and ap- 
proaching within the ſpheres of each gther's attraction, 
they ruſh together with an eager embrace, and con- 
tinue united ever after. 477 | 
The favour of the ſovereign, added to the natural 
influence ariſing from a vaſt fortune and great alli- 


ances, did not fail to elevate Fika-kaka to the moſt 


eminent offices of the ſtate, until, at length, he at- 


tained to the dignity of Cuboy, or chief-minifter, 
which virtually comprehends all the reſt. Here then 


was the flrangeſt phænomenon that ever appeared in 
the political world. A ſtateſman without capacity, 
or the ſmalleſt tincture of human learning; a ſecre- 
tary who could not write; a financier who did not 
underſtand the multiplication table; and the treaſurer 


of a vaſt empire, who never could balance accounts- 


with his own butler. 15 

He was no ſooner, for the diverſion of the Gods, 
promoted to the Cuboy-ſhip, than his vanity was 
pampered with all ſorts of adulation. He was in 
magnificence extolled above the firſt Meckaddo, or 
line of emperors, to whom divine honours had been 
paid: equal in wiſdom to Tenſio - dai- ſin, the firſt 
founder of the Japaneſe monarchy; braver than Whey- 
vang, of the dynaſty of Chew; more learned than 
Jacko, the chief pontiff of Japan; more liberal than 
Shi-wang-ti, who was poſſeſſed of the univerſal me- 
dicine; and more religious than Bupo, alias Kobot, 
who, from a foreign country, brought with him, on a 
©} VOL. VI. U | | white 
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_ white horſe, a book called Kio, containing the myſte. 


ries of his religion, 

But, by none was he more cultivated than by the 
Bonzas or clergy, eſpecially thoſe of the univerſity 
Frenoxena *, ſo renowned for their learning, ſermons, 
and oratory, who actually choſe him their ſupreme 
director, and every morning adored him with a very 
ſingular rite of worſhip. This attachment was the 
more remarkable, as Fika-kaka was known to favour 
the ſect of Nem - buds. ju, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by the ceremony of circumciſion. Some malicious 

people did not ſcruple to whiſper about, that he him - 
le had privately undergone the operation: but theſe, 
to my certain knowledge, were the ſuggeſtions of 
falſhood and ſlander, A ſlight ſcarification, indeed, 
it was once 'neceffary to make, on account of his 
health; but this was no ceremony of any religious 
worſhip. The truth was this. The Nem-buds-ju, 


being few in number, and generally hated by the 


whole nation, had recourſe to the protection of Fika- 
kaka, which they obtained for a valuable conſideration. 
Then a law was promulgated in their favour; a ſtep 


which was ſo far from exciting the jealouſy of the 


Bonzas, that there was not above three, out of one 
hundred and fifty-nine thouſand, that opened their 


ps in diſapprobation of the meaſure. Such were the 


virtue and moderation of the Bonzas, and ſo loth were 


| they to diſoblige their great director Fika-kaka. 


What rendered the knot of connection between the 
Dairo Got- hama- baba and this Cuboy altogether in- 
diſſoluble, was a ſingular circumſtance, which I ſhall 
now explain. Fika-kaka not only devoted himſelf 
intirely to the. gratification of his mafler's prejudices 
and rapacity, even when they interfered the moſt with 
the intereſt and reputation o en: but he alſo ſub- 
mitted perſonally to his capricious humours with the 
= Pl cid reſignation. He preſented his _—_ 


us BH Vid. Hi. Eeclef. Japan. ver I. 8165 
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to be kicked as regularly as the day revolved; and 


preſented them not barely with ſubmiſſion, but with 


all the appearance of fond deſire: and truly this diurnal 


expoſure was attended with ſuch delectation as he 


never enjoyed in any other attitude. 

To explain this matter, I muſt tell thee, Peacock, 
that Fika-kaka was from his infancy afflicted with an 
itching of the podex, which the learned Dr. Woodward 
would have termed immanis aideiwy pruritus. That great 
naturaliſt would have imputed it to a redundancy of 


cholicky ſalts, got out of the ſtomach and guts into 


the blood, and thrown upon theſe parts, and he would 
have attempted to break their colluctations with oil, 
&c. but I, who know the real cauſes of this diſorder, 
ſmile at theſe whims of philoſophy. _ | 

Be that as 1t may, certain it 15, all the moſt eminent 
phyſicians in Japan were conſulted about this ſtrange 
tickling and tingling, and among theſe the celebrated 


Fan-ſey, whoſe ſpirit afterwards informed the body of 


Rabelais. This experienced leech, having preſcribed a 
courſe of cathartics, balſamics, and ſweeteners, on the 
ſuppoſition that the blood was tainted. with a ſcor- 
butical itch, at length found reaſon to believe that 
the diſeaſe was local. He therefore tried the method 
of gentle friction: for which purpoſe he uſed almoſt 
the very ſame ſubſtances which were many centuries 
after applied by Gargantua to his own poſteriors; ſuch 
as a night cap, a pillow- bier, a ſlipper, a poke, a pan- 
nier, a beaver, a hen, a cock, a chicken, a calf-ſkin, a 
hare-{kin, a pigeon, a cormorant, a lawyer's bag, a 
lamprey, a coif, a lure, nay even a gooſe's neck, with- 
out finding that vo/up/d merifique au trou de cul, which 


was the portion of the ſon of Grangouſier. In ſhort, 
there was nothing that gave Fika-kaka ſuch reſpite 


from this tormenting titillation as did ſmearing the 
parts with thick cream, which was afterwards hcked 


up by the rough tongue of a boar-cat. But the ad- 
miniſtration of this remedy was once productive of a 
diſagreeable incident. In the mean time, the diſ- 


U 2 __ _ temper 
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[temper gaining ground became fo troubleſome, that 
the unfortunate Quanbuku was inceſſantly in the 
fidgets, and ran about diſtracted, cackling like a hen 
in labour. eee BHP 912) 

The ſource of all this misfortune was the juxta po- 
ſition of two atoms, quarrelling for predecency in this 
the Cuboys ſeat of honour. Their preſſing and 
ſqueezing and elbowing and joſtling, though of no 
effect in diſcompoſing one another, occaſioned all this 
arritation and titillation in the poſteriors of Fika-kaka 
— What! doſt thou mutter, Peacock? doſt thou 
preſume to queſtion my veracity ? now by the indivi- 
fible rotundity of an atom, I have a good mind, caitiff, 
to raiſe ſuch a buzzing commotion in thy glandula 
pinealis, that thou ſhalt run diſtracted over the face 
of the earth, like Io when ſhe was ftung by Juno's 


gadfly! What! thou who haſt been wrapt from the 


cradle in viſions of myſtery and revelation, ſwallowed 
impoſſibilities like lamb's wool, and digeſted doctrines 
harder than iron three times quenched in the Ebro! 
thou to demur at what I affert upon the evidence and 
faith of my own conſciouſneſs and conſiſtency Oh! 


you capitulate: well, then beware of a relaple—you 
know a relapſed heretic finds no mercy. 


I fay, while Fika-kaka's podex was the ſcene of 
contention between two turbulent atoms, I had the 
honour to be. poſted immediately under the nail of 


the Dairo's great toe, which happened one day to 


itch more than uſual: for occupation. The Cuboy 
preſenting himſelf at that inſtant, and turning his face 


from his maſter, Got-hama-baba performed the ex- 


erciſe with ſuch uncommon vehemence, that firſt his 
{lipper, and then his toe-nail flew off, after having 
made a fmall breach in the perineum of Fika-kaka. 
By the ſame effort, I was divorced from the great toe 
of the ſovereign, and lodged near the great gut of 
his miniſter, exactly in the interſtice between the two 
hoſtile particles, which were thus in ſome meaſure 
reftrained from wrangling ; though it was not in my 

ts power 


„D r 


my = „ee 


Think not, however, Peacock, that I would adduce 
this circumſtance as a proof that pleaſure and pain are 
meer relations, which can exiſt only as they are con- 
traſted.' No: pleaſure and pain are ſimple, indepen- 


dent ideas, incapable of definition; and this which 
Fika-kaka felt was an extacy compounded of pofitive 
pleaſure ingrafted upon the removal of pain: but whe... 
ther this poſitive pleaſure depended upon a particular 
center of percuſſion hit upon by accident, or was the 
inſeparable effect of a kicking and ſcratching conferred 
by à royal foot and toe, I ſhall not at preſent unfold: 


neither will I demonſtrate the modus operands on the 


nervous papillæ of Fika-kaka's breech, whether by _ 


imitation, relaxation, undulation, or vibration. Were 
theſe) efſential diſcoveries communicated, human phi- 


loſophy would become too arrogant. It was but the 


other day that Newton made ſhift to dive into ſome 


ſubaltern laws of matter; to explain the revolution of 


the planets, and analyſe the compoſition of light; and 


ever ſince, that reptile man has believed itſelf a demi- 


god I hope to fee the day when the petulant philo- 
ſopher ſhall be driven back te his Categories and the 
Organum Univerſale of Ariſtotle, his oc his d and 
„w ³ TT 8 
But waving theſe digreſſions, the pleaſure which the 
Cuboy felt from the application of the Dairo's toe- nail 
was ſucceeded by a kind of tenſion or ſtiffneſs, which 


began to grow troubleſome juſt as he reached his own- 


palace, where the Bonzas were aſſembled to offer up 
their diurnal incenſe. Inſtinct, on this occaſion, per- 
formed what could hardly have been expected from 
the moſt extraordinary talents. At fight of a grizzled 


beard belonging to one of thoſe venerable doctors, he 
was ſtruck with the idea ofa powerful aſſuager; and 
taking him into his cabinet, propoſed that he ſhould 


VS - make 
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r to keep the peace entirely. Nevertheleſs, 
Fika-kaka's torture was immediately ſuſpended; and 
he was even ſeized with an orgaſmof pleaſure, analogous 

to that which characteriſes the extaſy of love. 
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make oral * to the part affected. The pro- 
poſal was embraced without heſitation, and the effect 
even tranſcended the hope of the Cuboy. The ofcy- 
lation itſelf was ſoft, warm, emollient, and comfortable; 
but when the nervous papillæ were gently ſtroked, 
and as it were fondled by the long, elaſtic, periſtaltic, 
ee fibres that compoſed this reverend verri- 
am, ſuch a delectable titillation enſued, that F. ika- 
ka a was quite in raptures. - 
That which he intended at firſt Fn a medicine bs 
now converted into an article of luxury. All the 
Bonzas who enrolled themſelves in the number of his 
dependants, whether old or young, black or fair, rough 
or. ſmooth, were enjoined every day to perform this 
eee. and poſterior rite of worſhip, ſo productive 
of. delight to the Cuboy, that he was every-morning 
impatient to receive the Dairo!s calcitration, or rather 
his pedeſtrian digitation; after which he flew with all 
the eagerneſs of of -defire; to rhe eee 11 pow of his 
entertainment 1901s 007 215! 

The tranſports. tb jnvedoced ſeeiried to diſarrange 
his whole nervous ſyſtem, and produce an odd kind 
of revolution in his fancy; for though he was naturally 
gtave, and indeed overwhelmed with conſtitutional 
hebetude, he became, in conſequence of this periodical 
tickling, the moſt giddy, pert buffoon in nature. All 
was grinning, giggling, laughing, and-prating, except 
when his fears intervened: then he ſtarted and ſtared, 
and curſed and prayed by turns. There was but one 

ber, in the whole empire that would undertake to 
ave. him, ſo tickliſh and unſteady he was under the 
hands of the operator. He could not fit above one 
minute in the ſame attitude, or on the ſame ſeat; 
but ſhifted about from couch to chair, from chair to 
ſtool, from ſtool to cloſe · ſtool, with inceſſant rotation, 
and all the time gave audience to thoſe who ſolicited 
his favour and protection. To all and ſeveral he 
promiſed his beſt offices, and confirmed theſe promiſes 
with oaths and baten One qhe ſhookł by = 
| I 4 hand; 
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hand; another he hugged; a third he kiſſed on both 


ſides the face; with a fourth he whiſpered; a fifth he 
honoured with a familiar horſe-laugh. He never had 
courage to refuſe even that which he could not poſ- 
ſibly grant; and at laſt his tongue actually forgot how 
to pronounce the negative particle: but as in the 
Engliſh language two negatives amount to an affirm- 
ative, five hundred affirmatives in the mouth of 
Fika-kaka did not altogether deſtroy the efficacy of 
ſimple negation. A promiſe five hundred times re- 
peated, and at every repetition confirmed by oath, 
barely amounted to a computable chance of per- 
n odott of fomeno bin wad cn dfinteo 

It muſt be allowed, however, he promoted a great 
number of Bonzas, and in this promotion he mani- 


feſted an uncommon taſte. They were preferred ac- 


cording to the colour of their beards. He found, by 
experience, that beards of different colours yielded 
him different degrees of pleaſure in the friction we 
have deſcribed above; and the proviſion, he made for 
each was in proportion to the ſatisfaction the candidate 
could afford. The ſenſation enſuing from the contact 
of a grey beard was ſoft and delicate, and agreeably 
demulcent, when the parts were unuſually infla ned; 
a red, yellow, or brindled beard, was in requeſt when 
the buſineſs was to thrill or tingle: but a black beard 
was of all others the moſt. honoured by Fika-kaka, 
not only on acccount of its fleecy feel, equally ſpirited 
and balſamic, but alſo for another philoſophical reaſon, 
which I ſhall now explain, You know, Peacock, that 
black colour abſorbs the rays of light, and detains 
them as it were in a repoſitory. Thus a black beard, 


like the back of a black cat, becomes a phoſphorus 


in the dark, and emits ſparkles upon friction. You 
muſt know, tliat one of the graveſt doctors of the 
Bonzas, who had a private requeſt to make, deſired 
a audience of Fika-kaka in his cloſet at night, and 
the taper falling down by accident, at that very inſtant 
when his beard. was in contact with the Cuboy's 155 
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of hotiour, the electrical ſnap was heard, and the part 


illuminated, to the aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators, who 
looked upon it as a prelude to the apotheoſis of Fika. 
kaka. Being made acquainted with this phænomenon, 


the - miniſter was exceedingly elevated in his 'own 
mind. Fe rejoiced in it as a communication of ſome 
divine efficacy, and raiſed the happy Bonza to the 
rank of Pontifex Maximus, or chief prieſt, in the 
temple of Fakku- baſi. In the courſe of experiments, 


he found that all black beards were electrical in the 
ſame degree, and being ignorant of philoſophy, 
aſcribed it to ſome ſupernatural virtue, in conſequence 
of which they were promoted as the holieſt of the Bonzas. 
But you and I know, that ſuch a phoſphorus is ob- 
tained from the moſt worthleſs and corrupted mate: 
rials, ſuch as rotten wood, putrefied veal, and ſtinking 
Gcli oi Th 


Whiting. 


Fika- kaka, ſuch as I deſcribed him, could not poſ- 
ſibly act in the character of Cuboy, without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of counſellors and ſubalterns, who underſtood 
the detail of government and the forms of buſineſs. 
He was accordingly ſurrounded by a number of ſa- 
tellites, who reflected his luſtre in their ſeveral ſpheres 
of rotation; and though their immerſions and emer- 
ſions were apparently abrupt and irregular, formed a 
kind of luminous belt as pale and comfortleſs as the 
ring of Saturn, the moſt diſtant; cold, and baleful of all 


2 * 


Sti-phi-rum-poo, a man, who, from a low plebeian 
origin, had raiſed himſelf to one of the firſt offices of 
the empire, to the dignity of Quo, or nobleman, and a 
conſiderable ſhare of the Dairo's perſonal regard. He 
owed his whole ſucceſs to his induſtry, aſſiduity, and 


circumſpection. During the former part of his life, 


he ſtudied the laws of Japan with ſuch ſeverity of ap- 
plication, that though unaſſiſted by the leaſt gleam of 
genius, and deſtitute of the ſmalleſt pretenſion to 


| talent, he made himſelf maſter of all the written ordi · 


nances, 
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nances, all the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, and forms of pro- 


ceeding in the different tribunals of the empire. In 


the progreſs of his vocation, he became an advocate 
of ſome eminence, and even acquired reputation for 
polemical eloquence, though his manner was ever dry, 
laboured, and unpleaſant— Being elevated to the 
ſtation of a judge, he ſo far juſtified the intereſt by 


which he had been promoted, that his honeſty was 


never called in queſtion; and his ſentences were gene- 
rally allowed to be juſt and upright. He heard cauſes 


with the, moſt painful attention, ſeemed to be inde- 
fatigable in his reſearches after truth; and though he 


was forbidding in his aſpect, flow in deliberation, 
tedious in diſcuſſion, and cold in his addreſs; yet I 
muſt own, he was alſo. unbiaſſed in his deciſions —I 
mean, unbiaſſed by any conſciouſneſs of ſiniſter mo- 
tive: for a man may be biaſſed by the nature of his 
diſpoſition, as well as by prejudices acquired, and yet 


not guilty of intentional partiality. Sti-phi-rum-poo 


was ſcrupulouſly juſt, according to his own ideas of 
juſtice, and conſequently well qualified to decide in 
common controverſies. But in delicate caſes, which 


required an uncommon ſhare of penetration; when 


the province of a ſupreme judge is to mitigate the ſe- 


verity, and ſometimes even deviate from the dead 


letter of the common law, in favour of particular in- 


ſtitutions, or of humanity in general; he had neither 


genius to enlighten his underſtanding, ſentiment to 
elevate his mind, nor courage to ſurmount the petty 


incloſures of ordinary practice. He was accuſed of 
avarice and cruelty; but, in fact, theſe were not active 
paſſions in his heart. The conduct which ſeemed to 
juſtify theſe imputations, was wholly owing to a total 


want of taſte and generoſity. The nature of his poſt 
furniſhed him with opportunities to accumulate 
riches; and as the natrowneſs of his mind admitted 
no ideas of elegance or refined pleaſure, he knew not 
how to uſe his wealth ſo as to avoid the charge of a 
ſordid diſpoſition. His temper was not rapacious but 


retentive: 


—— . —— AW 
. 


298 kun mI$TORY AND / 


retentive: he knew not the uſe of wealth, and there. 
fore did not uſe it at all: but was in this particular 
neither better not worſe thin a ſtrong box for the con- 
venience and advantage of his heir. The appearance 
of cruelty remarkable in his counſels, relating to ſome 
wretched inſurgents who had been taken in open re. 
bellion, and the rancorous pleaſure he ſeemed to feel in 
pronouncing ſentence of death by ſelf-exenteration *, 
was in fact the gratification of a daſtardly heart, which 
had never acknowledged the leaſt impulſe of any liberal 
fentiment. This being the caſe, mankind ought not 
to impute that to his guilt which was, in effect, the 
conſequence of his infirmity. A man might, with 
equal juſtice, be puniſhed for being purblind. Sti. 
Phi- rum- poo was much more culpable for ſeeking to 
ſhine in a ſphere for which nature never intended him; 
mean for commencing ſtateſman, and intermeddling 
in the machine of government: yet even into this 
character he was forced, as it were, by the opinion and 
mjun&ions of Fika-kaka, who employed him at firſt 
in making ſpeeches for the Dairo, which that prince 
uſed to pronounce in public, at certain ſeaſons of the 
year. "Theſe ſpeeches being mvs fene received by 
the populace, the Cuboy conceived an extraordinary 
opinion of his talents; and thought him extremely 
well qualified to eaſe him of great part of the burthen 
of government. He found him very well diſpoſed to 
engage heartily in his interefts. Then he was ad- 
mitted to the ofculation @ poſteriort; and though his 
beard was not black, but rather of a ſubfuſcan hue, 
he managed it with ſuch dexterity, that Fika-kaka 
declared the ſalute gave him unſpeakable pleaſure: 
while the byſtanders proteſted that the contact pro- 


duced, not fimply electrical ſparks or ſcintillations, 


but even a perfect irradiation, which ſeemed altogether 
ſupernatural, From this moment, Sti-phi-rum-poo , 


A gentlemon capitally convicted in Japan is allowed the pri- 
vilege of anticipating the common executioner, by ripping out his 
own bowels, * JJ f 
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was initiated in the myſteries of the cabinet, and even 
introduced to the perſon of the Dairo Got-hama- 
baba, whoſe pedeſtrian favours he ſhared with his 
new patron. It was obſerved, however, that even 
after his promotion and nobilitation, he {till retained 
his original awk wardneſs, and never could acquire 
that graceful eaſe of attitude with which the Cub 

preſented his parts averſe to the contemplation of his 
ſovereign. Indeed this miniſter's body was ſo well 
moulded for the celebration of the rite, that one 
would have imagined nature had formed him ex- 
preſsly for that purpoſe, with his head and body pro- 
jecting forwards, ſo as to form an angle of forty-five 
with the horizon, while the glutæi muſcles ſwelled 
backwards as if ambitious to meet half-way the im- 
perial encounter. 8 

The third connexion that ſtrengthened this poli- 
tical bind was Nin-kom-poo-po, commander of the 
Fine, or navy of Japan, who, if ever man was, might 
ſurely be termed the child of fortune, He was bred 
to the ſea from his infancy, and, in the courſe of pa- 
cific ſervice, roſe to the command of a jonkh, when 
he was ſo lucky as to detect a crew of pirates em- 
ployed on a defolate ſhore in concealing a hoard of 
money which they had taken from the merchants of 
Coren, Nin-kom-poo-po, falling in with them at 
night, attacked them unawares, and having obtained 
an eaſy victory, carried off the treaſure. I cannot 
help being amuſed at the folly of you filly mortals, 
when 1 recollect the tranfports of the people at the 
return of this fortunate officer, with a paultry maſs 
of ſilver parading in covered waggons eſcorted by his 
crew 1n arms. The whole city of Meaco reſounded 
with acclamation; and Nin-kom-poo-po was extolled 
as the greateſt hero that ever the empire of Japan 
produced. The Cuboy honoured him with five kiſſes 
in public; accepted of the oſculation in private, re- 
commended him in the ſtrongeſt terms to the Dairo, 
who promoted him to the rank of Sey-ſeo- gun, or 
| general 
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general at ſea. He profeſſed himſelf an Abet to 
the Cuboy, entered into a ſtrict alliance with Sti- phi- 


rum- poo, and the whole management of the Fune was 


conſigned into his hands. With reſpect to his un. 
derſtanding, it was juſt ſufficient to comprehend. the 
duties of a common mariner, and to follow the ordi. 
nary route of the moſt ſordid avarice. As to his 
heart, he might be faid to be in a ſtate of total apa. 
thy, without prine iple or paſſion; for I cannot af. 
ford the name of paſſion to ſuch a vile appetite as an 
inſatiable thirſt of lucre. He was, indeed, ſo cold and 
forbidding, that, in Japan, the people diftinguiſhed 
bim by a nick-name equivalent to the 'Engliſh word 
Salamander; not that he was inclined to live in fire, 
but that the coldneſs of his heart would have extin- 
guiſhed any fire 1t had approached. Some individuals 
imagined he had been begot upon a mermaid hy a 
ſailor of Kamſchatka; but this was a mere fable 
I can aſſure you, hotwenet;: that when his lips were 
in contact with the Cuboy's poſteriors, Fika-kaka's 
teeth were ſeen to chatter. The pride of this animal 
was equal to his frigidity. He affected to eſtabliſn new 


regulations at the council where he preſided: he 


treated his equals with inſolence, and his ſuperiors 
with contempt. Other people generally rejoice in 
obliging their fellow creatures, when they can do it 

without prejudice to their own intereſt. Nin- kom- 
poo- po had a repulſive power in his diſpoſition; and 


ſeemed to take pleaſure in denying a requeſt. When 


this vain creature, ſelfiſn, inelegant, arrogant, and 
uncouth, appeared in all his trappings at the Dairo's 
court, upon a feſtival, he might have been juſtly 
compared to a Lapland idol of ice, adorned with a 
profuſion of | braſs leaf and trinkets of pewter. In 
the direction of the Fune, he was provided with a 
certain number of aſſeſſors, councellors, or co-adju- 
tors; but theſe he never conſulted; more than if they 
Pu been wooden 1 my ds He iftribured his commands 

among 
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among his own dependants; and left all the forms of 
the office to the care of the ſcribe, who thus became 
ſo neceſſary, that his influence ſometimes had well 
ngk interfered with that of the preſident: nay, they 
have been ſeen, like the electrical ſpheres of two bo- 
dies, repelling each other. Hence it was obſerved, 
that the office of the Sey- ſeo-gun- ſialty reſembled the 
ſerpent called Amphiſbæna, which, contrary to the 
formation of other animals in head and tail, has a head 
where the tail ſhould be. Well, indeed, might they 
compare them to a ſerpent, in creeping, .cunning, 


coldneſs, and venom ; but the compariſon would have 


held with more propriety, had Nature produced a ſer- 
pent without ever a head at all. | 

The fourth who contributed his credit and capa- 
city to this coalition, was Fokſi-Roku, a man who 
greatly ſurpaſſed them all in the ſcience of politics, 
bold, ſubtle, intereſted, inſinuating, ambitious, and 
indefatigable. An adventurer from his cradle, a la- 
titudinarian in principle, a libertine in morals, without 
the advantages of birth, fortune, character, or inte- 
reſt; by his own natural ſagacity, a cloſe attention to 
the follies and foibles of mankind, a projecting ſpirit, 
an invincible aſſurance, and an obſtinacy of perſeve- 
rance proof againſt all the ſhocks of diſappointment 
and repulſe, he forced himſelf as it were into the 
ſcale of preferment ; and being found equally ca- 


pable and compliant, roſe to high offices of truſt and 


profit, deteſted by the people, as one of the molt deſ- 
perate tools of a wicked adminiſtration ; and odious 


| to his colleagues in the m- y, for his ſuperior talents, 


his reſtleſs ambition, and the uncertainty of his attach- 
ment. : a E $5 21 , #4 2 75 

As intereſt prompted him, he hovered between the 
triumvirate we have deſcribed, and another knot of 
competitors for the ad n, headed by Quamba- 
cun- dono, a great Quo, related to the Dairo, who 
had bore the ſupreme command in the army, and 

| ergo | fe 1s was 
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was ſtiled Fatzman *, zar igendv, or, by way of emi. 
nence. This accompliſhed: prince was not only the 


| 88 in his mind, but alſo the largeſt in his per- 
0 


on of all the ſubjects of Japan; and whereas your 
Shakeſpeare makes Falſtaff, urge it as a plea' in his 
own favour, that as he had more fleſh, ſo likewi{ 
he had more frailty than other men; I may juſtly 
convert the propoſition in favour of Quamba-cun. 
dono, and affirm that as he had more fleſh, ſo he 
had more virtue than any other Japaneſe ; more 
bowels, more humanity, more beneficence, more af. 
fability. He was undoubtedly, for a Fatzman, the 
molt courteous, the moſt gallant, the moſt elegant, 
generous, and munificent Quo that ever adorned the 
court of Japan. So conſummate in the art of war, 
that the whole world could not produce a general to 
match him in foreſight, vigilance, conduct, and abi- 
lity. Indeed his intellects were ſo extraordinary and 
extenſive, that he ſeemed to ſentimentize at every 


Pore, and to have the faculty of thinking diffuſed all 


over his frame, eyen to his fingers ends; or, as the 
Latins call it ad unguem : nay, ſo wonderful was 
his organical conformation, that, in the opinion of 
many Japaneſe philoſophers, his whole body was en- 
veloped 1n a kind of poultice of brain, and that if he 


had loſt his head in battle, the damage with regard 


to his power of refle&ion would have been ſcarce per- 
ceptible. After he had atchieved many glorious ex- 
ploits in a war againſt the Chineſe on the continent, 
he was ſent with a ſtrong army to quell a dangerous 
inſurrection in the northern parts of Ximo, which is 
one of the Japaneſe iſlands. He accordingly by his 
valour cruſhed the rebellion; and afterwards, by dint 
of clemency and diſcretion, extinguiſhed the laſt em- 
bers of diſaffection. When the inſurgents were de- 
feated, diſperſed, and diſarmed, and a ſufficient num- 
ber ſelected for example, his humanity emerged, 
* Vid. Kempfer. Amœnitat. Japan. 
8 and 
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and took full poſſeſſiion of his breaſt. He conſider- 
ed them as wretched men miſled by falſe principles 
of -honour; and ſympathized with their diſtreſs: he 
pitied them as men and fellow- citizens: he regarded 
them as uſeful fellow- ſubjects, who might be re- 
claimed and reunited to the community. Inſtead 


of ſending out the miniſters of blood, rapine, and 


revenge, to ravage, burn, and deſtroy, without diſ- 
tinction of age, ſex, or principle; he extended the 


arms of mercy to all who would embrace that indul- 


nce : he protected the lives and habitations of the 
helpleſs, and diminiſhed the number of the malcon- 
tents much more effectually by his benevolence than 


by his Word. | 


The ſouthern Japaneſe had been terribly alarmed 
at this inſurrection, and in the firſt tranſports of their 
deliverance, voluntarily taxed themſelves with a-con- 
fiderable yearly tribute to the hero Quam-ba-cun- 


dono. In all probability, they would not have ap- 


peared ſo grateful, had they ſtaid to ſee the effects 
of his merciful diſpoſition towards the vanquiſhed rebels: 
for mercy is ſurely no attribute of the Japaneſe, con- 
fidered as a people. Indeed, nothing could form a more 
ſtriking contraſt, than appeared in the tranſactions in 
the northern and ſouthern parts of the empire at this 
juncture. While the amiable Quam-ba-cun-dong 
was employed in the godlike office of gathering to- 
gether, and cheriſhing under his wings the poor, diſ- 
perſed, forlorn, widows and orphans, whom the ſa- 


vage hand of war had deprived of parent, - huſband, 
home, and ſuſtenance ; while he, in the North, ga- 


thered theſe miſerable creatures, even as a hen ga- 
thereth her chickens ; Sti-phi-rum-poo, and other 
judges in the South, were condemning ſuch of their 
parents and huſbands as ſurvived the ſword, to cru- 
cifixion, cauldrons of boiling oil, or exenteration ; 
and the people were indulging their appetites by 
teaſting upon the viſcera thus extracted. The liver 
oa Ximian was in fuch requeſt at this period, that 


if 


ö # 
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if the market had been properly managed and ſup, 
plied, this delicacy would have fold for two Obang 
à pound, or about four pounds ſterling. - The troops 
in the North might have provided at the rate of a 
thouſand head per month for the demand of Meaco; 
and though the other parts of the carcaſe would not 
have ſold at ſo high a price as the liver, heart, harrigals, 
ſweet · bread, and pope's eye; yet the whole, upon an 
average, would have fetched at the rate of three hun- 
dred pounds a head; eſpecially if thoſe animals, which 
are but poorly fed in their own country, had been 
fattened up and kept upon hard meat for the ſlaugh- 
ter. This new branch of traffick would have pro- 
duced about three hundred and fixty thouſand pounds 
annually : for the rebellion might eaſily have been 
fomented from year to year; and conſequently it 
would have yielded a conſiderable addition to the em- 
peror's revenue, by a proper taxation. 
The philoſophers of Japan were divided in their 
opinions concerning this new taſte for Ximian fleſh, 
which ſuddenly ſprung up among the Japaneſe. Some 
aſcribed it to a principle of hatred and revenge, agree- 
able to the common expreſſion of animoſity among 
the multitude, © You dog, I'll have your liver.“ 
Others imputed it to a notion analogous to the vul- 
conceit, that the liver of a mad dog being eaten 
is a preventive againſt madneſs ; ergo, the liver of a 
_ traitor is an antidote againſt treaſon. A third ſort de- 
rived this ftrange appetite from the belief of the 
Americans, who imagine they ſhall inherit all the 
virtues of the enemies they devour; and a fourth 
affirmed that the demand for this dainty aroſe from 
a very high and peculiar flavour in Ximian fleſh, 
which flavour was diſcovered by accident: more- 
„ over, there were not wanting ſome who ſuppoſed 
q this banquet was a kind of facrifice to the powers of 
| | | ſorcery; as we find that one of the ingredients of 
the charm prepared in Shakeſpear's cauldron was 
* the liver of blaſpheming Jew :” and indeed it 1 
| not 
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not at all improbable that the liver of a rebellious 
Ximian might be altogether as effectual. I know 
that Fika-kaka was ſtimulated by curioſity to try 
the experiment, and held divers conſultations with 
his cooks on this ſubject. They all declared in fa- 
vour of the trial; and it was accordingly preſented 
at the table, where the Cuboy eat of it to ſuch exceſs 
as to produce a ſurfeit. He underwent a ſevere eva- 
cuation both ways, attended with cold ſweats and 
ſwoonings. In a word, his agony was ſo violent, that 
he ever after loathed the ſight of Ximian fleſh, whe- 
ther dead or alive. 1 een of-4 
With the Fatzman Quamba-cundono was con- 
nected another Quo called Gotto-mio, viceroy of 
Nicoco, one of the iſlands of Japan. If his under- 
ſtanding had been as large as his fortune, and his 
temper a little more tractable, he would have been a 
dangerous rival to the Cuboy. But if their brains 
had been weighed againſt each other, the nineteenth 
rt of a grain would have turned either ſcale; and 
as Fika-kaka had negative qualities, which ſupported 
and extended his perſonal influence, ſo. Gotto- mio 
had poſitive powers, that defended him from all ap- 
proaches of popularity. His pride was of the inſo- 
lent order; his temper extremely iraſcible; and his 
avarice quite rapacious: nay, he is ſaid to have once 
declined the honour of a kicking from the Dairo. 
Conceited of his own talents, he affected to harangue 
in the council of Twenty-eight ; but his ideas were 
embarraſſed; his language was mean; and his elo- 
cution more diſcordant than the braying of fifty 
aſſes, When Fika-kaka addreſſed himſelf to ſpeech, 
an agreeable ſimper played upon the countenances of 
all the audience: but. ſoon as Gotto-mio ſtood up, 
every ſpectator raiſed his thumbs to his ears, as it 
were inſtinctively. The Dairo Got-hama-baba, by the 
advice of the Cuboy, ſent him over to govern the peo- 
ple of Xicoco, and a more effectual method could not 
have been taken to mortify his arrogance. His de- 
VOL, VI. * N- |  portiment 
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ent was ſo inſolent, his ceconomy: > ſardia, and 
"his government ſo arbitrary, that thoſe iſlanders, who 
are remarkably ferocious and impatient, expreſſed their 
hatred and contempt of him on every oecaſion. His 


Quanbukuſhip was hardly ſafe from outrage in the 


midſt of his guards; and a croſs was actually erected 
for the execution of his favourite Kow-kin, who ef. 


caped with ſome difficulty to the iſland of Niphon, 


-whither alſo his patron ſoon followed him, attended 
by the curſes of the . whom he had been ſent to 
rule. 

He mito anche at the e of Wechen icht 
was called Soo-ſan- ſin· o. an old experienced ſhrewd 
politician, who conveyed more ſenſe in one fin 
ſentence, than could have been diſtilled from all the 
other brains in council, had they been macerated in 
one alembic. He was a man of extenſive learning 
and elegant taſte. He ſaw through the characters of 
his fell6w-labourers in the ad n. He laughed at 
the folly of one faction, and deteſted the arrogance 
and preſumption. of the other. In an aſſembly of 
ſenſible men, his talents would have ſhone with ſu- 
perior luſtre: but at the council of I wenty- Eight, 
they were obſcured by tlie thick clouds of ignorance 
that enveloped his brethren. The Dairo had a per- 
ſonal reſpect for him, and is ſaid to have conferred 
frequent favours on his poſteriors in private. He 
kicked the Cuboy often er icio, as a huſband: thinks 
it incumbent upon him to careſs his wife: but he 
kicked the preſident for pleaſure, as a voluptuary em- 
braces his miſtreſs. Soo- ſan: ſin· o, conſcious that he 
had no family intereſt to ſupport him in cabals among 


the people, and careleſs of his country's fate, reſolved 


to enjoy the comforts of life in quiet. He laughed 
and quaffed with his ſelect companions in private; 
received his appointments thankfully; and ſwam 

with the tide of polities as it happened to flow. It 
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be the greateſt nnen but ſuch was the will of the 


ods. 
1 Beſides talk great Wanne that enlightened, the 
cabinet of Japan, I ſhall have occaſion, in the courſe 
of my narrative, to deſcribe many other ſtars of an in- 
ferior order. At this board, there was as great a 
variety of characters, as we find in the celebrated ta- 
ble of Cebes| . Nay, indeed, what was objected to the 
philoſopher, might have been more juſtly ſaid of the 
Japaneſe. councils. : There was neither invention, 


unity, nor deſign among them. They conſiſted of 
mobs of ſauntering, ſtrolling, vagrant, and ridiculous 
politicians. Ther ſchemes: were abſurd, and their 


deliberations like the ſketches of anarchy. All was 


bellowing, bleating, braying, grinning, grumbling; 
confuſion, and uproar. It was more like a dream of 
chaos than a picture of human life. If the AAIMQN, 


or Genius was wanting, it muſt be owned that Fika- 
kaka exactly anſwered Cebes's deſcription of TTXxH, 
or Fortune, blind and frantic, running about every 
where; giving to ſome, and taking from others, 
without rule or diſtinction; while her emblem of the 
round ſtone, fairly ſhews 5 giddy nature; x NN pane 
peu dur; Here, however, one might have ſeen 
many other figures of the painter's allegory; ſuch 
as Deception tendering the cup of ignorance and er. 
ror, opinions and appetites; Diſappointment and An- 
guiſh; Debauchery, Profligacy, Gluttony, and Adula- 
tion; Luxury, Fraud, Rapine, Perjury, and Sacrilege: 
but not the leaſt traces of the virtues which are de- 
ſeribed in the groupe of true enen and in the 
grove of happineſs. | 

© The two factions that divided the chant of To 
pan, though inveterate. enemies to each other, heartily 


and cordially concurred in one particular, which was 


the worſhip eſtabliſhed in the temple of Fakkubaſi, or 
the White Horſe.” This was the orthodox faith 3 in 
Japan, and was certainly founded, as St. Paul faith 
bo wma Chriſtian religion, upon the evidence of things 

X 2 not 


I — ——— —_— 
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not ſeen.” All the votaries of this ſuperſtition of 
Fakkubaſi ſubſcribed and {wore to the following 
creed, implicitly, without heſitation, or mental re- 
ſervation. I ö belive in the White Horſe, that he 
deſcended from heaven, and ſojourned in Jeddo,which 


135 is the land of promiſe. I belive in Bupo his apoſtle, 
„ ' who firſt declared to the children of Niphon, the 
1 | | glad tidings of the goſpel of Fakkubaſi. I believe that 


the White Horſe was begot by a black mule, and 
brought forth by a green dragon; that his head is of 
ſilver, and his hoofs are of braſs; that he eats gold as 
| provender, and | diſcharges diamonds as dung; that 
[| the Japaneſe are ordained and predeſtined to. furniſh 
| 
| 
| 
| 


him with food, and the people of Jeddo to clear 
away his litter. I believe that the iſland of Niphon 
is joined to the continent of Jeddo ; and that who- 
ever thinks otherwiſe ſhall be damned to all eternity. 
I believe that the ſmalleſt portion of matter may be 
practically divided ad infinitum: that equal quan- 
tities taken from equal quantities, an unequal quan- 
tity. will remain: that two and two make ſeven: 
that the ſun rules the night, the ſtars the day; and 
the moon is made of green cheeſe. Finally, I believe 
that a man cannot be ſaved without devoting bis 
er and his chattels, his children, relations, and 
tends, his ſenſes and ideas, his ſoul and his body, 
to the religion of the White Horſe, as it is preſcribed 
in the ritual of Fakkubaſi.“ Theſe are the tenets 
which the Japaneſe miniſters ſwallowed as glib as the 
Engliſh clergy ſwallow the thirty-nine articles. 
HFaving thus characteriſed the chiefs that diſputed 
the adminiſtration, or, in other words, the empire 
of Japan, I ſhall now proceed to a plain narration 
of hiſtorical incidents, without pretending to philoſo- 
Phize like H——e, or dogmatize like-S——tt. 1 
ſhall only tell thee, Nathaniel, that Britain never 
gave birth but to two hiſtorians worthy: of credit, 
and they were Talieſſin and Geoffrey of Monmouth. 
| AI tell you another ſecret. The whole world has 
1 3613 | "23 never 
1 8 


ADVENTURES: or Ax -ATOM. 309 


never been able to produce ſix good hiſtorians. 
Herodotus is fabulous even to a proverb; Thucy- 
dides is perplexed, obſcure, and unimportant; Po- 
lybius is dry and inelegant; Livy ſuperficial; and 
Tacitus a coxcomb, Guicciardini wants intereſt; 
Davila, digeſtion ; and Sarpi, truth. In the whole 


catalogue of French hiſtorians, there is not one of 


tolerable authenticity. 
In the year of the period Foggien one hundred and 
fifty four, the tranquillity of Japan was interrupted by 


the encroachments of the Chineſe adventurers, who 


made deſcents upon certain iſlands belonging to the 
Japaneſe a gxeat way to the ſouthward of Xicoco.— 
They even ſettled colonies, and built forts on ſome of 
them, while the two empires were at peace with each 
other. When the Japaneſe governors expoſtulated 
with the Chineſe officers on this intruſion, they were 


treated with ridicule and contempt : then they had 


recourſe to force of arms, and Gap ſkirmiſhes were 


fought with various ſucceſs, When the tidings of 


theſe hoſtilities arrived at Meaco, the whole council 


| of Twenty-Eight wasoverwhelmed with fear and con - 


fuſion. The Dairo kicked them all round, not from 
paſſion, but by way of giving an animating fillip to their 
deliberative faculties. The diſputes had happened in 


the iſland of Fatſiſſio: but there were only three 


members of the council who knew that Fatſiſſio was 


an iſland, although the commerce there carried on 


was of the utmoſt importance to the empire of Japan. 
They were as much in the dark with reſpe& to its 
ſituation. Fika-kaka, on the ſuppoſition that it ad- 
joined to the coaſt of Corea, expreſſed his apprehen- 
ſion that the Chineſe would invade it with a nume- 
rous army; and was ſo tranſported when Fokſi · roku 


aſſured him it was an iſland at a yaſt diſtance from 
any continent, that he kiſſed him five times in the 
face of the whole council; and his royal maſter, 


Got-hama- baba, {ſwore he could be indulged with 


a SR portion of kicking at his next private au- 
N43 4 dience. 


— — 


—— 


— _— - —— _ 
. * 
4 — — 8 — — . — — — - 
2 — — De ne ” a 7 
* 4 * „ WF Sig % — * = — 
* —— — . * — a ee. Vu * * * 
— 3 * 
, „ * 1 ” — ————ů— - - 
— — * - 


318 — THE HISTORY AND / 


dience. The ſame counſellor _— that as the 
Fune or navy ef Japan was much more numerous 


than the fleet of China, they ſhould immediately 


avail themſelves of this advantage. Quamba⸗: cun- 
dono the Fatzman was of opinion that war ſhould be 
immediately declared, and an army tranſported to 
the continent. Sti-phi-rum-poo thought it would 
be more expedient to ſweep the ſeas of the Chineſe 
trading veſſels, without giving them any previous in. 
timation ; and to this opinion ' admiral [Nin-kom- 
poo-po ſubſcribed, not only out of deference to the 
ſuperior underſtanding of his ſage ally, who under- 
took to prove it was not contrary. to the law of na- 
ture and nations, to plunder the ſubjects of fo- 


4 "eb powers, who trade on the faith of treaties ; but 


from his own inclination, which was ck ad- 
dicted to pillage without bloodſhed: - To him, there- 
fore, tlie taſk/ was left of ſcouring tlie: ſeas, and in- 
tercepting the ſuccours which (they had received in- 
telligence) were ready to fail from one of the ports of 


| Chica to the iſland of Fatſiſſio. In the mean time, 
junks were provided for tranſporting thither a body 


of Japaneſe troops, under the command of one Koan, 
an obſcure officer without conduct or experience, 
whom the Fatzman ſelected for this ſervice: not 
that he ſuppoſed him poſſeſſed of ſuperior merit, but 
becauſe no leader of diſtinction cared to engage in 
uch a diſagreable expedition. | 
Nin- kom · po- po acted according to the juſtelt 
1965 which had been formed of his underſtanding. 
He let looſe his cruiſers among the merchant ſhips 


df China, and the harbours of Japan were quickly 


filled with prizes and priſoners. The Chineſe ex- 
claimed againſt theſe Procecdings as the moſt per- 
fidious acts of piracy; and all the other powers of 
'Afia beheld them with aſtoniſhment. .' But the con- 
ſummate "wiſdom of the fea Sey-ſeo-gun appeared moſt 
confpictous in another ſtroke of generalſhip, which 
Be n now ſtruck. Inſtead e blocking up in the ”_ 
neſe 


RO 
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neſe harbour the ſuccours deſtined to reinforce the 
enemy in Fatſiſſio, until they ſhould be driven from | 
their encroachments on that iſland, he very wiſely - 
ſent a ſtrong ſquadron of Fune to — in the open 
ſea, mid way between China and Fatſiſſio, in the 2 | 
tempeſtuous ſeaſon of the year, when the fogs ar | 
ſo thick and ſo conſtant in that latitude, as to 0 | 
the darkneſs of a winter night; and ſupported the 
feaſibility of this ſcheme in council, by obſerving, 
that the enemy would be thus decoyed from their 
harbour, and undoubtedly intercepted in their pal- 
ſage by the Japaneſe ſquadron. This plan was ap- 
plauded as one of the moſt ingenious ſtratagems that 
ever was deviſed; and Fika-kaka inſiſted upon kiſſing 
his poſteriors, as the moſt honourable mark of his * | 
probation. | 

Philoſophers have obſerved, that the motives of 
actions are not to be eſtimated by events. Fortune 
did hot altogether fulfil the expectations of the coun- 
cil. General Koan ſuffered himſelf and his army to 
be decoyed into the middle of a wood, where they 
ſtood like ſheep in the ſhambles, to be ſlaughtered by 
an unſeen enemy. The Chineſe ſuccours perceiving 
their harbour open, ſet ſail for Fatſiſſio, which they 
reached in ſafety, by changing their courſe about one 
degree from the common route; while the Japaneſe 
Fune continued cruiz ing among the fogs, until the 
ſhips were ſhattered; by ſtorms, and the crews more 
than half deſtroyed by cold and diſtemper. 

When the news of theſe diſaſters arrived, great 
commotion aroſe in the council. The Dairo Got- 
hama · baba fluttered, and clucked and cackled and 
hiſſed like a gooſe diſturbed in the act of incubation. 
Quambaz-cun-dono ſhed bitter tears: the Cuboy ſni- 
velled and ſobbed: Sti: phi-rum- po groaned: Got- 
to- mio ſwore: but the ſea Sey- ſeo- gun Nin · kom- 
poo- po underwent no alteration. He ſat as the em- 


| wn of La fixed as the north ſtar, and as 
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cold as that luminary, ſending forth emanations of 
fngidity. Fika-kaka, miſtaking this congelation for 
fortitude, went round and embraced him where he 
fat, exclaiming, My dear Day, Sey-ſeo-gun, what 
would you adviſe in this dilemma ?” But the con- 
ta& had almoſt coſt him his life; for the touch of 
Nin- kom poo- po, thus congealed, had the ſame effect 
as that of the fiſh called Torpor. The Cuboy's 
whole body was inſtantly benumbed; and if his 


friends had not inſtantly poured down his throat a 


conſiderable quantity of ſtrong ſpirit, the circulation 
would have ceaſed. This is what philoſophers call a 
generation of cold, which became ſo intenſe, that the 
mercury in a Japaneſe thermometer conſtructed on 
the ſame principles which were afterwards adopted 
by Fahrenheit, and fixed in the apartment, imme- 
diately ſunk thirty degrees below the freezing point. 
Tue firſt aſtoniſhment of the council was ſucceed. 
ed by critical remarks and argumentation. The 
Dairo conſoled himſelf by obſerving, that his troo 
made a very ſoldierly appearance as they lay on 1 — 


field in their new cloathing, ſmart caps, and clean 


buſkins; and that the enemy allowed they had never 
ſeen beards and whiſkers in better order. He then 
declared, that ſhould a war enſue with China, he 
would go abroad and expoſe himſelf for the glory of 
Japan. Fokſi-roku expreſſed his ſurprize, that a 
general ſhould march his army through a wood in an 
unknown country, witheut having it firſt recon- 
noitred:: but the Patyinatr" aſſured him, that was a 
practice never admitted into the diſcipline of Japan. 
Gotto- mio ſwore the man was mad to ſtand with his 

men, like oxen in a ſtall, to be knocked on the head 

without uſing any means of defence. Why the 
devil (ſaid he) Ke not he either retreat, or advance 


to cloſe engagement with the handful of Chineſe who 


formed the ambuſcade?ꝰ hope, my dear Quam- 
bukv, (replied: the Fatzman) that the troops of Ja- 
pan will always ſtand without a I ſhould 

have 
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Koan, made ſeveral conqueſts in Fatſiſſio, and ſeemed 
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have been mortified beyond meaſure, had they re- 
treated without ſeeing the face of the enemy :—— 
that would have been a diſgrace which never befel any- 
troops formed under my direction; and as for ad- 
vancing, the ground would not permit any ma- 
nœuvre of that nature. They were engaged in a 
cul de ſac, where they could not form either in hol- 
low ſquare, front line, potence, column or platoon.— 


It was the fortune of war, and they bore it like 


men: — we ſhall be more fortunate on another occa- 


ſion.“ The preſident Soo- ſan- ſin-· c, took notice, that 


if there had been one ſpaniel in the whole Japaneſe 
army, this diſaſter could not have happened; as the 


animal would have beat the buſhes and diſcovered. 


the ambuſcade. He therefore propoſed, that if the 
war was to be proſecuted in Fatſiſſio, which is a 
country overgrown with wood, a number of blood- 
hounds might be provided and ſent over, to run upon 
the foot in the front and on the flanks of the army, 
when it ſhould be on its march through ſuch impe- 


diments. Quamba-cun-dono declared, that ſoldiers 


had much better die in the bed of honour, than be 
ſaved and victorious, by ſuch an unmilitary expe- 
dient; that ſuch a propoſal was ſo contrary to the 
rules of war, and the ſcheme of enliſting dogs fo 
derogatory from the dignity of the ſervice, that if 
ever it ſhould be embraced, he would reſign his com- 
mand, and ſpend the remainder of his life in retire- 


ment. This canine project was equally diſliked by 
the Dairo, who approved of the Fatzman's objection, 
and ſealed his approbation with a pedeſtrian ſalute of 


ſuch momentum, that the Fatzman could hardly 


ſtand under the weight of the compliment. It was 


agreed that new levies ſhould be made, and a new 
ſquadron of Fune equipped with all expedition; and 


thus the aſſembly broke up. 


Fortune had not yet ſufficiently humbled the pride 
of Japan. That body of Chineſe which defeated 
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tobe in a fair way of reducing the 3 iſland.” Vet. 
the court of China, not ſatisfied with this ſucceſs, 
reſolved to ſtrike a blow; that ſhould be equally hy. 
miliating to the Japaneſe; in another part of the world. 

Having by ſpecious remonſtrances already Prepoſſeſſed 
all the neighbouring nations againſt the government 
of Japan, as the patrons of perfidy and piracy, they 
fitted out an armament, which was intended to ſubdue 
the iſland of Motao, on the coaſt of Corea, which the 
Japaneſe had taken in a former war, and now occu- 
pied at a very great expence, as a place of the utmoſt 
importance to the commerce of the empire. Re- 
peated advices of the enemy's deſign were ſent from 
different parts, to the m-—y of Japan: but they 
ſeemed all overwhelmed by fact a lethargy of in- 
fatuation, that no meaſures of ene were con- 
certed. 

Such was the opiniocbof thi people; but the! truth 
is, they were faſt aſleepd. The Japaneſe hold with the 
ancient Greeks and modern Americans, that dreams 
ate from heaven; and in any perplexing emergency, 
they, like the Indices, Jews, and natives of Madagaſcar, 
have recourſe to dreaming as to an oracle. Theſe 
dreams or divinations are preceded by certain religious 
rites analogous to the ceremony of the ephod, the urim 


and the. thummim. The rites were religioufly per- 


formed in the council of Twenty-Eight; and a deep 
W overpowered the Dairo and all his counſellors. 
Got- hama baba the emperor; who repoſed his head 


upon the pillowy fides of Quamba-cun-dono, dreamed 


that he was ſacrificing in the temple of Fakkubafi, 


10 and ſaw the deity of the White Horſe devouring 
Pearls by. the buſhel at one end, and voiding corrup- 


tion by the ton at the other. The Fatzman dreamed 
that a great number: of Chineſe cooks were buſy. but- 
Gotsto- mio dreamed of lend- 
ing money and borrowing ſenſe. 8 
thought he had procured a new law for clapping pad- 
locks n the chaſtity of all the females in Japan | 
6 under 
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undef twenty, of which padlocks he himſelf kept the 
keys. N in- kom- poo- po dreamed he was metamor- 


phoſed into a ſea- lion, in purſuit of a ſhoal of golden 


gudgeons. One did laugh in's fleep, and onè cried 
murder. The ſirſt was Soo- ſan- ſin- o, who had pre- 


ciſely the ſame viſion that diſturbed the imagination 


of the Cuboy. He. thought he ſaw the face of a 


right reverend prelate of the Bonzas, united with and 


growing to the poſteriors of the miniſter. Fika-kaka 


underwent the fame diſagreeable illuſion, with this 


aggravating circumſtance, that he already felt the 
teeth of the ſaid Bonza. The preſident laughed 
aloud at the ridiculous phænomenon: the Cuboy 
exclaimed in the terror of being encumbered with 
ſuch a monſtrous appendage. It was not without 
ſome reaſon he cried, Murder!“ Fok-fi-roku, who 
happened to ſleep on the next chair, dreamed of mo- 
ney-bags, places, and reverſions; and in the tranſport 
of his eagernels, laid faſt hold on the trunk-breeches 
of the Cuboy, including certain fundamentals, which 
he graſped ſo violently as to excite pain, and extort 
the exclamation from Fika-kaka, even in his fleep. 


Ide council being at laſt waked by the clamours 


of the people, who ſurrounded the palace, and pro- 
claimed that Motao was in danger of an invaſion; 
the ſea Sey- ſeo- gun Nin-kom-poo-po, was ordered to 
fit out a fleet of Fune for the relief of that iſland; 
and directions were given that the commander of theſe 


Fune ſhould, in his voyage, touch at the garriſon of 


Foutao, and take on board from thence a certain 
number of troops, to reinforce the Japaneſe governor 


of the place that was in danger. Nin- kom- poo- po 


for this ſervice choſe the commander Bihn- goh, a man 
who had never ſignalized himſelf by any act of valour. 


Ne ſent him out with a ſquadron of Fune ill manned, 


wretchedly provided, and inferior in number to the 
fleet of China, which was by this time known to be 
aſſembled in order to ſupport the invaſion of the iſland 
of Motao. He failed, nevertheleſs, on this expedition, 
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and touched at the garriſon of Foutao to take in the 
_ reinforcement: but the orders ſent for this purpoſe 
from |Nob-o-di, miniſter for the department of war, 
appeared ſo contradictory and abſurd, that they could 
not poſſibly be obeyed; fo that Bihn-goh proceeded 
without the reinforcement towards Motao, the prin- 
cipal fortreſs of which was by this time inveſted. He 
had been accidentally joined by a few crutfers, which 
rendered him equal in ſtrength to the Chineſe ſqua- 
dron which he now deſcried. Both commanders 
ſeemed afraid of each other. The fleets, however, 
engaged; but little damage was done to either. They 
parted as if by conſent. Bihn-goh made the beſt of 
his way back to Foutao, without making the leaſt 
attempt to ſuccour, or open a communication with 
\Fi-de-ta-da, the governor of Motao, who, lookin 

upon himſelf as abandoned by his country, "5 4h | 
his: fortreſs, with the whole iſland, to the Chineſe 
general. Theſe diſgraces happening on the back of 
the Fatſiſſian diſaſters, raiſed a prodigious ferment in 
Japan, and the miniſtry had almoſt ſunk under the 
firſt. fury of the people's reſentment. They not only 
exclaimed againſt the folly of the adminiſtration, but 
they alfo accuſed them of treachery; and ſeemed to 
think that the glory and advantage of the empire had 
been betrayed, What increaſed the commotion was 
the terror of an invaſion, with which the Chineſe 
[threatened the iſlands of Japan. The terrors of Fika- 
kaka had already coſt him two pair of trunk hoſe, which 
were defiled by fudden fallies or irruptions from the 
poſtern of his microcoſm; and theſe were attended 
with ſuch noiſome effluvia, that the Bonzas could not 
perform the barbal abſterſion without marks of ab- 
-horrence. The emperor: himſelf was ſeen to ftop his 
noſe, and turn away his head, when he approached him 


to perform the pedeſtrian exerciſmGꝓ. TY 
HFere I intended to inſert a diſſertation on trou- 
ſers or trunk breeches, called by the Greeks Beaxo:, & 
.mtpigupuara, by the Latins bracce laxz,. by the Spa- 


niards 


2 
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niards bragas \anchas, by the Italians calzone largo, by 
the French haut. de chauſſes, by the Saxons brecce, by 


the Swedes brackor, by the Iriſh briechan, by the Celtæ 

brag, and by the Japoneſe bra-ak, I could make 
ſome curious diſcoveries touching the analogy between 
the IleprCupara and Zuwuviov vai, and point out the 
preciſe time at which the Grecian women began to 
wear the breeches. I would have demonſtrated that 
the cingulum muliebre was originally no other than the 


- wife's literally wearing the huſband's trouſers at cer- 


tain orgia, as a mark of dominion transferred pro tem- 


pore, to the female. I would have drawn a curious 


parallel between the Zurior of the Greek, and the him 
or middle cloth worn by the black ladies in Guinea. 
would have proved that breeches were not firſt uſed 
to defend the central parts from the injuries of the 
weather, inaſmuch as they were firſt worn by the 
Orientals in a warm climate; as you may ſee in Per- 
ſius, Braccatts illita medis——porticus. I would have 
ſhewn that breeches were firſt brought from Aſia to the 
northern parts of Europe, by the Celtæ ſprung from 
the ancient Gomanaus : that trouſers. were . wore in 
Scotland long before the time of Pythagoras; and 
indeed we are told by Jamblychus, that Abaris, the 
famous Highland philoſopher, cotemporary, and per- 
ſonally acquainted with the ſage of Crotona, wore long 
trouſers. I myſelf can atteſt the truth of that deſcrip- 


tion, as I well remember the perſon and habit of that 


learned mountaineer. I would have explained the 
reaſons that compelled the poſterity of thoſe moun- 


taineers to abandon the breeches of their forefathers; 


and expoſe their poſteriors to the wind. I would have 
convinced the Engliſh antiquaries, that the inhabitants 
of - Yorkſhire+ came originally from the Highlands of 
Scotland, before the Scots had laid afide their breeches, 


and wore this part of dreſs, long after their anceſtors, 
. as well as the ſouthern Britons, wereunbreeched by the 


Romans. From this diſtinction they acquired the 


the 
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the verb to brag or boaſt contemptuouſly:. for the 
neighbours of the Brigantes being at variance with 
1 | that people, uſed, by way of contumelious defiance, 
. when they ſaw any of them paſſing or repaſſing, to 
. clap their hands on their poſteriors, and cry Brag- 
— 14 Brug. I would have drawn a learned compariſon 
between the ſhield of Ajax and the ſeven- fold breeches 
of a Dutch ſkipper. Finally, I would have promul= 
gated the original uſe of trunk breeches, which would 
dave led me into a diſcuſſion of the rites of Cloacina, 
ſo differently worſhipped by the ſouthern and northern 
inhabitants of this kingdom. Theſe diſquiſitions 
: would- have unveiled the myſteries' that now conceal 
the origin, migration, ſuperſtition, language, laws, and 
connexions of different nations e nunc non erit his 
locus. I hall only obſerve, that Linſchot and others 
are miſtaken in deriving the Japaneſe from their 
neighbours the Chineſe; and that Dr. Kempfer is 
right in his conjecture, ſuppoſing them to have come 
from Media immediately after the confuſion of Babel. 
It is no wonder, therefore, that being Bractatorum 
flu, they mee retain the wie breeches of theit 
progenitors. | 10 
Having dioppet theſe hints Wriecthinge the 1 of 
breeches, T ſhall now return to the great perſonage that 
turned me into this train of thinking. The council 
of Twenty -Eight being aſſembled in a great hurry, 
Fika-kaka fat about five ſeconds in ſilence, having in 
his countenance nearly the ſame expreſſion which you 
have ſeen in the face and attitude of Felix on his tris 
bunal, as repreſented by the facetious Hogarth in his 
print - done after the Dutch taſte. © After ſome pauſe 
he foſe; and ſurveying every individual of the council 
1 | through a long tube, began à ſpeech to this effect? 
1 a Imperial Got-hama-baba, my ever-glorious maſter; 
' and you, ye illuſtrious nobles of Japan, Quanbukus; 
. Quos, Dass, and Daygos, my fellows and colleagues 
I in the work of adminiſtration; it is well known to 
0 þ your” all, — they are raſcals that deny it, I have 
watched 
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watched and faſted for the public weal.— By G. -d, I 


have deprived myſelf of two hours of my natural reſt, 


every night for a week together —Then, I have. been 
ſo hurried with ſtate affairs, that I could not eat a 


comfortable meal in a whole tortnight; and what ren- 


dered this misfortune the greater, my chief cook had 
dreſſed an olio a /a Chine.—l ſay an olio, my Lords, 
ſuch an olio as never appeared before upon a table in 
Japan by the Lord, it coſt me fifty Obans; and 1 
had not time to taſte a morſel.—Well, then, I have 
watched that my fellow- ſubjects ſhould fleep; I have 
faſted» that they ſhould feed. I have not only watched 
and faſted, but I have prayed-—no, not much of that 
—yes, by the Lord, I have prayed as it were I have 
cjaculated—l have danced and ſung at the Matfuris, 


which, you know, are rehgious.ntes—lI have headed 


the multitude, and treated all the ragamuffins in 


Japan. To be certain, I could not do too much for 
our moſt excellent and ſublime emperor, an emperor 
unequalled in wiſdom, and unrivalled in generoſity. 


Were I to expatiate from the riſing of the fun to the 


ſetting thereof, I ſhould not ſpeak half his praiſe. O 


| happy. nation! O fortunate Japan! happy in ſuch a 
Dairo to wield the ſceptre; and let me add, (vanity 


apart) fortunate in ſuch a Cuboy to conduct the ad- 
miniſtration.— Such a prince! and ſuch a miniſter 
a ha! my noble friend Soo- ſan- ſin- o, I ſee your Day- 
ſnip ſnüle—I know what you think, ha! ha! Very 
well, my Lord - you may think what you pleaſe; but 
two ſuch head-pieces—pardon, my royal maſter, my 


preſumption in laying our heads together, vou wo 'n't 


find again in the whole univerſe, | ha! ha!—T'll be 


_ danin'dif you do, ha! ha! ha!” The tumult with. 


out e was, by this time, increaſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, that the Cuboy could utter nothing more ab 


auteriori; and the majority of the members fat aghaſt 
in ſilence. The Dairo declared he would throw his 
cap out of the window into the midſt of the populace, 


and challenge any ſingle man of them to bring it up: 
but 


*** 


| 
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but he was diſſuaded from hazarding his ſacred perſon 


in ſuch a manner. Quamba-cun-dono propoſed to 
let looſe the guards among the multitude: but Fika- 
kaka proteſted he could never agree to an expedient 
ſo big with danger to the perſons of all preſent. Sti- 
phi-rum-poo was of opinion, that they ſnould proceed 
according to law, and indict the leaders of the mob 
for a riot. Nin- kom- poo- po exhorted the Dairo and 
the whole council to take refuge on board the fleet. 
Gotto- mio ſweated in ſilence: he trembled for his 


money: bags, and dreaded another encounter with the 


mob, by whom he had ſuffered ſeverely in the fleſh, 
upon a former occaſion. The preſident ſhrugged up 


bis ſhoulders, and kept his eye fixed upon a poſtern 
or back-door. In this general conſternation, Fokſi- 


roku ſtood up and offered a ſcheme; which was im- 
mediately put in execution. The multitude, my 
Lords, (ſaid he) is a many headed monſter —it is a 
Cerberus that muſt have a ſop: it is a wild beaſt, fo 
ravenous that nothing but blood will appeaſe its ap- 
petite: it is a whale, that muſt have a barrel for its 
amuſement: it is a dæmon to which we muſt offer 
up human ſacrifice. Now the queſtion is, who is to 
be this ſop, this barrel, this ſcape-goat?—Tremble 


not, illuſtrious Fika- kaka be not afraid your life is 
of too much conſequence. But I perceive that the 


Cuboy is moved an unſavoury odour affails my 


noſtrils brief let me be Bihn- goh muſt be the 
victim happy, if the ſacrifice of his ſingle life can 


appeaſe the commotions of his country. To him let 
us impute the loſs of Motao: let us, in the mean 


time, ſoothe the rabble with ſolemn promiſes that na- 


tional juſtice ſhall be done; E let us employ emiſſaries 
to mingle in all places of plebeian reſort; to puzzle, 
perplex, and prevaricate; to exaggerate the miſcon- 
duct of Bihn-goh; to traduce his character with re- 


troſpective reproach; ſtrain circumſtances to his pre- 


Judice; inflime the reſentment of the vulgar againſt 
Ta, - 1 | f 2019146110 hat 
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that devoted officer; and keep up the dame by er | 
it with continual fuel. 

The ſpeech was heard with univerſal e 
Fokfi- roku was kicked by the Dairo and kiſſed by the 
Cuboy, in token of approbation. The populace were 
diſperſed by means of fair promiſes. Bihn-goh was 
put under arreſt, and kept as a malefactor in cloſe 
priſon. -- Agents were employed through the whole 
_ metropolis to vilify his character, and accuſe him of 
cowardice and treachery. Authors were enliſted to 
defame- him in public writings ; ; and mobs hired to 
hang and burn him in a By theſe means the 
revenge of the people was arttully transferred, and their 
attention effeQually diverted from the miniſtry, which 

was the firſt object of their indignation. At length, 
matters being duly prepared for the exhibition of fuch 
an extraordinary ſpectacle, Bihn-goh underwent a 
public trial, was unanimouſly found guilty, and unani- 
mouſly declared innocent; by the ſame mouths con- 
demned to death and recommended to mercy: but 
mercy was incompatible with the defigns of the 
adn. The unfortunate Bihn-goh was crucified 
for cowardice, and bore his fate with the moſt heroic: 
courage. His behaviour at his death was ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with the crime for which he was doomed to die, 
that the emiſſaries of the Cuboy were fain to propa- 
gate a report, that Bihn-goh had bribed a perſon to. 
CO him at his execution, and be crucified in his 
_ ſtead 
This was a ſtratagem very well calculated for the 
meridian of the Japaneſe populace; and it would have 
fatisfied them 1ntirely, had not their fears been con- 
cerned. | But the Chineſe had for ſome time been 
threatening an invaſion, the terror of which kept the 
people of Japan in perpetual agitation and diſquiet. 
They neglected their buſineſs; and ran about in diſ- 
traction, inquiring news, liſtening to reports, ſtaring, 
| bold. whimpering, clamouting, neglecting their 

od and 3 their repoſe. The Dairo, who 
vol. VI. Y believed 
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believed the Tartars of Veſſo (from whom he himſelf 
was deſcended) had more valour, and {kill and honeſty, 
than was poſſeſſed by any other nation on earth, took 
a large body of them into his pay, and brought them 
over to the iſland of Niphon, for the defence of his 


Japaneſe dominions. The truth is, he had a ſtrong 


predilection for that people: he had been nurſed 


among them, and ſucked it from the nipple. His 
father had ſucceeded as heir to a paultry farm in that 


country; and there he fitted up a cabin, which he 


preferred to all the palaces of Meaco and Jeddo. The 


ſon received the firſt rudiments of his education 


— 


among tlieſe Tartars, whoſe country had given birth 
to his progenitor Bupo. He therefore loved their 


country; he admired their manners, becauſe they were 
"conformable to his own; and he was in particular cap- 


tivated by the taſte they ſhewed in trmaming and curl- 
ing their muſtachios. 


In full belief that the Veſſites ſtood as bighi in the 


| eftunktion of his Japaneſe ſubjects, as in his own, he 


imported a body of them into Niphon, where, at firſt, 


they were received as ſaviours and protectors; but the 


apprehenſion of danger no ſooner vaniſhed, than they 
were expoſed to a thouſand inſults and mortifications 
ariſing from the natural prejudice to foreigners, which 
prevails among the people of Japan. They were re- 
viled, calumniated, and maltreated in every different 


| form, by every claſs of people; and when the ſevere 


ſeaſon ſet in, the Japaneſe refuſed ſhelter from the 
extremities of the weather, to thoſe very auxiliaries 
they had hired to defend every thing that was dear to 
them, from the {words of an enemy whom they them- 
{elves durſt not look in the face. In vain Fika-kaka 
employed a double band of artiſts to tickle their noſes. 


They ſhut their eyes, indeed, as uſual: but their eyes 


no ſooner cloſed, than their mouths opened, and out 


flew the tropes and figures of obloquy and execration. 


They exclaimed, that they had not bought, but caught 
the Tartar; that they bad. hired the wolves to 7 7 
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the ſheep; that they were ſimple beaſts who could 

not defend themſelves from the dog with their own 
horns; but what could be expected from a flock which 
was led by ſuch a puſillanimous bell-weather?—In a 


word, the Yeſlites were ſent home in diſgrace: but the 


ferment did not ſubſide; and the conduct of the ad- 


- miniſtration was fiarmoned before the venerable tri- 
bunal of the populace. 


There was one Taycho, who had raiſed himſelf to 
great conſideration in this ſelf- conſtituted college of 
the mob. He was diſtinguiſhed by a loud voice, an 


_ unabaſhed countenance, a fluency of abule, and an 


intrepidity of oppoſition to the meaſures of the Cuboy, 
who was far from being a favourite with the plebeians. 
Orator Taycho's eloquence was adnurably ſuited to 
his audience; he roared, and he brayed, and he bel- 
lowed againſt the mr: he threw out perſonal ſar- 
caſms againſt the Dairo himſelf. He inveighed againſt 
his partial attachment to the land of Veſſo, which he 


had more than once manifeſted to the detriment of 


Japan: he inflamed the national prejudice againſt 
foreigners; and as he profeſſed an inviolable zeal for 
the commons of Japan, he became the firſt dema- 
gogue of the empire. The truth 1s, he generally hap- 
pened to be on the right fide. The partiality of the 
Dairo, the errors, abſurdities, and corruption of the 
miniſtry, preſented ſuch a palpable mark as could not 
be miſſed by the arrows of his declamation. This 
Cerberus had been filenced more than once with a ſop; 
but whether his appetite was not ſatisfied to the full, 

or he was ſtill ſtimulated by the turbulence of his 
diſpoſition, which would not allow him to reſt, he 
began to ſhake his chains anew, and open 1n the old 
cry; which was a ſpecies of muſic to the mob, as 
agreeable as the ſound of a bagpipe to a mountaineer 
of North Britain, or the ſtrum- ſtrum to the ſwarthy 
natives of Angola. It was a ſtrain which had the 


wonderful effect of ding from the memory of his 


-Y- $ hearers 


N 

| 
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hearers every idea of his former ficklenefs and apoſ- | 
t 

"ay order to weaken the effect of orator Faycho's 
harangues, the Cuboy had found means to intrude 
upon the councils of the mob, a native of Rims called 
Mura-clami, who had acquired ſome reputation for 
eloquence, as an advocate in the tribunals of Japan. 
He certainly poſſeſſed an uncommon ſhare of pene- 
tration, with 2 filver tone of voice, and a great maga- 
zine of words and phraſes, which flowed from him in 
a pleafing tide of elocution. He had withal the art 
of ſoothing, wheedling, inſinuating, and miſrepre- 


ſenting, with ſuch a degree of plauſibility, that his 


* were admired even by the few who had ſenſe 
to detect his ſophiſtry. He had no idea of 


1 g and no feeling of humanity. He had re- 


nounced the maxims of his family, after having turned 
them to the beſt aceount by execrating the rites of Fak- 
ku; baſi or the White Horſe, in private among mal-con- 
tents, while he worſhipped hun in public with the 
pearance of enthuſiaſtic devotion. When detected 
in this double dealing, he fairly owned to the Cuboy, 
that he curſed the White Horſe in private for his 
private intereſt, but that he ſerved him i in public from 


inclination. 


The Cuboy had juſt ſenſe enough to perceive that 


th would always be true to his own intereſt ; and 


therefore he made it his intereſt to ferve the m to 
the full extent of his faculties. Accordingly Mura- 
clami fought a good battle with orator Taycho, in the 


_ occaſional aſſemblies of the populace. But as it is 


much more eaſy to inflame than to allay, to accuſe 


than to acquit, to aſperſe than to purify, to unveil 


truth than to varniſh falſhood; in a word, to patronize 
a good cauſe than to ſupport a bad one; the majeſty 
of the mob ſnuffed up the excrementitious ſalts of 


Taycho's invectives, until their jugulars ached, while 


they rejected with ſigns of loathing the flowers of 
Mura-clami's elocution; juſt as a citizen of Edin- © 


I burgh 
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burgh ſtops his noſe when he paſſes by the ſhop of a 
N Nee 

While the conſtitution of human nature remains 
unchanged, ſatire will be always better received than 
panegyric, in thoſe popular barangues. The Athe- 
nians and Romans were better pleaſed with the Phi- 
lippics of Demoſthenes and Tully, than they would 


have been with all the praiſe thoſe two orators could 


have culled. from the ſtores of their eloquence. A 
man feels a ſecret ſatisfaction in ſeeing his neighbour 
treated as a raſcal; If he be a knave himſelf, (which 


ten to one is the caſe) he rejoices to ſee a character 


| brought down to the level of his own, and a new 
member added to his ſociety; if he be one degree 
removed from actual roguery, (which 1 15 the caſe with 
nine-tenths. of - thoſe, who enjoy the reputation of 
virtue) he indulges himſelf with the Phariſaical conſo- 
lation, of thanking God he is not like that publican. 
But, to return from this digreſſion, Mura-clami, 
though he could not with all his talents maintain any 
fort of competition with Taycho in the opinion of the 
mob; he, nevertheleſs, took a more effectual method 
to weaken the force of his oppoſition. He pointed 
out to Fika- kaka the proper means for amending the 
errors of his adminiſtration: he propoſed meatures for 


proſecuting the war with vigour: he projected plans of 5 


conqueſt in Fatſiſſio; recommended active officers; 
forwarded expeditions ; and infuſed ſuch a ſpirit into 


the councils of Japan, as had not before appeared for 


ſome centuries. 


But his patron was precluded from the benefit of - 


thoſe. nieaſures, by the obſtinate prejudice and preci- 
_ pitation ef the Dairo, who valued his Yeſhan-farm 
above all the empire of Japan. This precious morſel 
of inheritance bordered upon the territories of a Tartar 
chief called Brut-an-tiff, a famous freebooter, who had 
mured his Kurd to bloodſhed, and enriched himſelf 
vrith rapine. Of all mankind, he hated moſt the 
JO” Ts his kinſman; and ſought a pretence for 
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ſeizing the farm, which in three days he could have 
made his own. The Dairo Got-hama-baba was not 
ignorant of his ſentiments. He trembled for his cabin 
when he conſidered its ſituation between hawk and 
buzzard; expoſed on one fide to the talons of Brut- 
an tiffi, and open on the other to the incurſions of the 
- Chineſe, under whoſe auſpices the ſaid Brut- an- tiffi 
had acted formerly as a zealous partizan. He had, 
indeed, in a former quarrel exerted himſelf with ſuch 
activity and rancour, to thwart the politics of the 
Dairo, and accumulate expences on the ſubjects of 
Niphon, that he was univerſally deteſted through the 
whole empire of Japan as a lawleſs robber, deaf to 
every / ſuggeſtion of humanity, reſpecting no law, 
reſtricted by no treaty, ſcoffing at all religion, goaded 
by ambition, inſtigated by cruelty, and attended by 
rapine. | N 5 Miesen 37 
In order to protect the farm from ſuch a dangerous 
neighbour, Got- hama - baba, by an effort of ſagacity 
peculiar to himſelf, granted a large ſubſidy from the 
treaſury of Japan, to a remote nation of Mantchoux 
Tartars, on condition that they ſhould march to the 
aſſiſtance of his farm, whenever it ſhould be attacked. 
With the ſame ſanity of foreſight, the Dutch might 
engage in a defenſive league with the Ottoman Porte, 
to {creen them from the attempts of the moſt Chriſ- 
tian king, who is already on their frontiers. Brut- 
an-tifh knew his advantage, and was reſolved to en- 
joy it. He had formed a plan of uſurpation, which 
could not be executed without conſiderable ſums of 
money. He gave the Dairo to underſtand, he was 
perfectly ſenſible how much the farm lay at his mercy: 
then propoſed, that Got- hama · baba ſhould renounce 
his ſubſidiary | treaty with the Mantchoux ; pay a 
tHe. tribute to him Brut-an-tiffi, in conſideration of 
his forbearing to ſeize the farm; and maintain an army 
to protect it on the other ſide from the irruptions of 
the Chineſe. ff. ormagm ts KO: ona | 
SGot-hama- baba, alarmed: at this declaration, began 
by his emiſſaries to ſound the inclinations of his Ja- 
| paneſe 
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paneſe ſubjects touching a continental war, for the 
preſervation of the farm; but he found them totally 
averſe to this wiſe ſyſtem of politics. Taycho, in 
particular, began to bawl and bellow among the mob, 
upon the abſurdity of attempting to defend a remote 
cabin, which was not defenſible; upon the iniquity of 
ruining a mighty empire, for the ſake of preſerving a 


few barren acres, a naked common, a poor, pitiful, 


pelting farm, the intereſt of which, like Aaron's rod, 
had already, on many occaſions, {ſwallowed up all regard 
and conſideration for the advantage of Japan. He 


inveighed againſt the ſhameful and ſenſeleſs partiality 


of Got-hama-baba: he mingled menaces with his 
repreſentations, He expatiated on the folly and per- 
nicious tendency of a continental war: he enlarged 
upon the independence of Japan, ſecure in her inſular 
ſituation, He declared, that not a man ſhould be 
ſent to the continent, nor a ſubſidy granted to any 
greedy; mercenary, freebooting Tartar; and threat- 


ened, that if any corrupt miniſter ſhould dare to 


form ſuch a connexion, he would hang it about his 
neck, like a millſtone, to ſink him to perdition. The 
bellows of Taycho's oratory blew up ſuch a flame in 
the nation, that the Cuboy and all his partizans were 
afraid to whiſper one ſyllable about the farm. 


Mean while Brut- an- tiffi, in order to quicken their 


determinations, withdrew the garriſon he had in a 
town on the frontiers of China, and it was immediately 


occupied by the Chineſe; an army of whom poured 


in like a deluge through this opening upon the lands 
adjoining to the farm, Got-hama-baba was now 
ſeized with a fit of temporary diſtra&ion. He foamed 
and raved, and curſed and ſwore in the Tartarian lan- 
guage: he declared he would challenge Brut - an- tiffi 
to ſingle combat. He not only kicked, but alſo 
cuffed the whole council of Twenty- eight, and played 
at foot -ball with his imperial tiara. Fika-kaka was 
dumb-· founded: Sti - phi- rum- poo muttered ſomething 
about a commiſſion of lunacy: Nin-kom-poo-po pro- 
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ndunded the words flat · bottomed junks; but his 


ttcech chattered ſo much, that his meaning could not 


de underſtood. The Fatzman offered to croſs the ſea, 
and put himfelf at the head of a body of light — 
to obſerve the motions of the enemy; and Gotto-· mio 
prayed fervently within himſelf, that God Almighty 
would be pleafed to annihilate that accurſed farm, 
hich had heen productive of fuch miſchief to Japan. 
Nay, he even ventured to exclaim, ( Would to God, 
the farm was funk in the middle of the Tartarian 
dean; & Heaven forbid! (cried the preſident Soo- 
ſansHn- O) for in that caſe, * erer W e 
of weighing it up again. 

In the Hidft of * this perplexity, Wert were 2 

furpriſert at the apparition of Taycho's head nodding 

205 a Window that 7 their deliberations. 
At ſight of this horrid ſpectacle the couril broke up. 
The Dairo fled to the inmoſt receſſes of the palace, 
and all his counſellors vaniſhed, except the unfartunate 
Fika-kaka, whoſe fear had rendered him incapable of 


any ſort of motion but one, and that he —. had 


to à very efficacious degree. . Taycho:: bolting in at 
the window, advanced to the Cuboy without cere- 
mony; and'accofted him in theſe wordis: It depends 
upon the Cuboy, whether Taycho continues to oppoſe 
his meaſares, or become his moſt obſequious ſervant. 
Ariſe, Muſtrious Quanbuku, and caſt your eyes upon 


the ſreps by which 1 afcended,” Accordingly Fika- 


kaka looked, and faw a multitude of people who had 
accompanied their orator into the court of the palace, 
and raiſed for him an occaſional ſtair of various imple- 
ments. The firſt ſtep was made by an old fig- box, 
the (veond' by à nightmani's bucket, the third by a 
eaſk of Lediphed, the fourth by a tar-barrel, the fifth 


by an empty kilderkin, the fixth by:akeg;the ſeventh 


by a bag of foot, the eighth by — baſket, 
the ninth by a rotten pack, ſaddle, and the tenth 
by 4 block of hard wood from the ifland of Fat- 


find. It was ſupported on one ſide by a varniſhed let- 
tered poſt, and on the other by a crazy hogſhead. 


The 
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The artificers who erected this climax, and now ex- 
ulted over it with hideous clamour, conſiſted of gro- 
cers, ſcavengers, halter-makers, carpenters, draymen, 
diſtillers, chumney-ſweepers, oyſter-women, alſs-drivers, 
aldermen, and dealers in waſte paper. To make my- 


ſelf underſtood, I am obliged, Peacock, to make uſe of 
thoſe terms and denominations which are known 1 in this 


. metropolis. 70 

Fika-kaka, ee this work with aſto- 
niſhment, and heard the populace declare upon oath, 
that they would exalt their orator above all compe- 
tition, was again addreſſed by the invincible. Taycho. 
« Your Quanbukuſhip perceives how bootleſs it 
will be to ſtrive againſt the torrent What need is 
there of many words? admit me to a ſhare of the ad- 
miniſtration I will commence your humble ſlave 
Al will protect the farm at the expence of Japan, 
while there is an Oban left in the iſland of Niphon; 
and I will muzzle theſe bears ſo effectually, that they 
ſhalk not ſnew their teeth, except in applauding our 
proceedings.” An author who ſees the apparition of 
a bailiff ſtanding before him in his garret, and in- 
ſtead of being ſhewn a capias, is preſented with a bank 
note; an impatient lover ſtopt upon Bagſhot heath 
by a-perſon in a maſque, who proves to be his ſweet 


heart come to meet him in diſguiſe, for the ſake. of 


the frelick; a condemned criminal, who, on the 
morning ab execution-day, inſtead of being called up- 
on by the finiſner of the law, is viſited by the che- 


riff with a free pardon; could not be more agreeably 


ſurpriſed than was Fika-kaka at the demagogue's de- 
claration. He flew into his embrace and wept aloud 
with joy, calling him his dear Taycho. He ſqueezed 
his! hand, kiſſed him on both cheeks, and ſwore he 
ſhould ſhare the better half of all his power: then he 


laughed and ſnivelled by turns, lolled out his tongue, 


waddled about the chamber, wriggled and niggled 
aud noddled. Finally, he undertook to prepare the 
Darro for his reception, and it was agreed that the 


orator 
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orator ſhould: wait on his new colleague next morn- | 


ing. This matter being ſettled to their mutual ſatiſ- 
faction, Taycho retreated through the window into 
the court-yard, and was convoyed home in triumph 
by that many- headed hydra the mob, which ſhook its 
multitudinous tail, and brayed through every: throat 
with hideous exultation.: PLCC DOG 

The Cuboy, mean while, 1. another trial to un- 


dergo, a trial which he had not foreſeen. Taycho was 


no ſooner departed, than he hied him to the Dairo's 
cabinet, in order to communicate the happy ſucceſs 
of his negotiation,” But at certain periods, Got- 


hama; baba's reſentment was more than a match for 
any other paſſion that belonged to his diſpoſition, and 


now it was its turn to reign. The Dairo was made 
of very combuſtible materials, and theſe had been 


kindled up by the appearance of orator Taycho, who 


(he knew) had treated his perſon with indecent free- 
doms, and publicly vilified the worſhip of the White 
Horſe. When Fika-kaka, therefore, told him he 
had made peace with the demagogue, the Dairo, in- 


ſtead of giving him the kick of approbation, turned 


his own back upon the Cuboy, and filenced him with 
a ho, Had Fika-kaka aſſailed him with the: fame 
ſyllogiſtical ſophiſm which was uſed by the Stagyrite 
to Alexander in a Paſſion, Perhaps he might have 
liſtened to reaſon: 1 E 21 be lens, GANG: f 
ugei roa Yiverai, Lo N cel 1008. Anger ould 
be raiſed not by our equals, but by our ſuperiors; 
but you have no equal.“ Certain it is, that Got- 
hama- baba had no equal; but Fika-kaka was no 
more like Ariſtotle, than his maſter reſembled Alex- 
ander. The Dairo remained deaf to all his remon- 
ſtrances, tears, and intreaties, until he declared that 
there was no other way of ſaving the farm, but 
that of giving carte blanche to Taycho. This argu- 
ment ſeemed at once to diſpel the clouds which had 
Nen Laer wy bis eee he m e to 
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receive the orator. in quality of miniſter, and next 
day was appointed for his introduction, | 

In the morning Taycho the Great repaired to the 
palace of the Cuboy, where he privately performed. the 
ceremony of oſculation a poſteriori ſung a ſolemn Pa- 
linodia on the ſubject of political ſyſtem, repeated 
and ſigned the Buponian creed, embraced the religion 
of Fakkubaſi, and adored the White Horſe with 
marks of unfeigned piety and contrition. Then he 
was conducted to the antichamber of the emperor, 
who could not, without great difficulty, ſo far maſ- 
ter his perſonal diſlike, as 'to appear before him with 
any degree of compoſure. He was brought forth by 
Fika-kaka like a tame bear to the ſtake, if that epi- 
thet of tame can be given with any propriety to an 
animal which no body but his keeper dares approach. 
The'orator perceiving him advance, made a low obei- 
ſance according to the cuſtom of Japan, that is, by 
bending the body averſe from the Dairo, and laying 
the right hand upon the left buttock 5 and pro- 
nounced with an audible voice, * Behold, invincible 
Got-hama-baba, a fincere penitent come to make 
atonement for his-virulent. oppoſition: to your govern- 
ment, for his atrocious inſolence to your ſacred per- 
ſon, I have calumniated your favourite farm, 1 have 
queſtioned your integrity, I have vilified your cha- 
racter, ridiculed your underſtanding, and deſpiſed 
your authority.” — This recapitulation was ſo diſa- 
greeable to the Dairo, that he ſuddenly flew off at a 
tangent, and retreated growling to his den; from 
whence he could by. no means be lugged again by 
the Cuboy, until Taycho, exalting his voice, uttered 
theſe words: But I will exalt your authority 
more than ever it was debaſed—I will extol your 
wiſdom, and expatiate on your generoſity; I will 
glorify the White Horſe, and ſacrifice all the trea- 
ſures of Japan, if needful, for the protection of the 
farm of TFeſſo.“ By theſe cabaliſtical ſounds the 
wrath of Got-hama-baba was entirely appealed. He 

now 
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now returned with an air of gaiety, ſtrutt ing, "77 
circling, fluttering, and cobbling like aturkey-cock 
in his pride, when he difplays his feathers to the 
ſun. 'Taycho hailed the omen; and turning his face 
from the emperor, received ſuch a ſalutation on the 


oc facrum, that the parts continued vibrating and ting- 


ing for ſeveral days. 

An indenture tripartite was now drawn up and 
r Fika-kaka was continued treafurer, with 
his levees, his Bonzas, and his places; and orator 


 Taycho undertook, in the character of chief ſcribe, to 
protect the farm of Yeffo, as well as to bridle and 


manage the blatant beaſt whoſe name was Legion. 
That a perſon of his kidney ſhould have the preſump- 


tion to undertake ſuch an affair, is not at all ſur- 
Priſing; the wonder is, that his performance ſhould 


even exceed his promiſe The truth is, he promiſed 
more than he could have performed, had not certain 
unforeſeen incidents, in which he had no — 
contributed towards the infatuation of the 

The firſt trial to which he brought his al 


over the mob, was his procuring: from them a free 


gift, to enable the Dairo to arm his own private te- 
nants in Yeflo, together with ſome ragamuffin Tar- 
tars in the neighbourhood, for the defence of the 
farm. They winked ſo hard upon this firſt overt- act 
of his apoſtacy, that he was fully perſuaded they had 
reſigned up all their ſenſes to his direction; and re- 
folved to ſhew them to all Europe, as a ſurpriſing i in- 
Rance: of his art in monſter-taming. This furious 
beaſt not only ſuffered itſelf to be bridled and ſad- 
died, but friſced and fawned, and purred and yelp- 
— and crouched before the orator, licking his feet, 

reſenting its back to the burthens which he was 
plate 


d to impoſe. Immediately after this firſt eſ- 


„Quamba cun · dono the Fatzman was ſent over 
= aſſemble and command a body of light horſe in 
Yeſto, in order to keep an eye on the motions of the 
n and indeed this vigilant and ſagacious com- 


mander 
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mander conducted himſelf with ſuch activity and dif- 

cretion, that he ſoon brought the war in thoſe parts to 

a point of termination. 

Mean while, Brut-an-tiff continuing to hover on 
the {ſkirts of the farm, at the head of his myrmidons, 
and demanding of the Dairo a categorical anſwer to 
the hints he had given, Got-hama-baba underwent 


ſeveral ſucceſſive fits of impatience and diſtraction. 


The Cuboy, inſtigated by his own partizans, and in 
particular by Mura-clami, who hoped to ſee Taycho 
take ſome defperate ftep that would ruin his popu- 


larity 3 I fay the Cuboy, thus ſtimulated, began to 
ply the orator with ſuch preſſing intreatiesas he could 


no longer reſiſt; and now he exhibited 1ueh a pe- 
cimen of his own power and the people's inſanity, as 
tranſcends the flight of ordinary faith. Without 
taking the trouble to ſcratch their long ears, tickle 
their noſes, drench them with mandragora or geneva, 
or make the leaſt apology for his own turning tail to 


the principles which he had all his life ſo ſtrenu- 


ouſly inculcated, he crammed down their throats an 
obligation to pay a yearly tribute to Brut-an- tiff, in 


conſideration of his forbearing to ſeize the Dairo's 
farm; a tribute which amounted to feven times the 
value of the lands, for the defence of which it was 
paid. When I faid crammed, J ought to have uſed 


another phraſe. The beaſt, far from ſhewing any 


ſigns of loathing, cloſed its eyes, opened its hideous 
Jaws, and as it ſwallowed the inglorious bond, wagged 
its tail in token of intire ſatisfaction. 

No fritter on Shrove Tueſday was ever more dex- 
terouſly turned, than were the hydra's brains by this 
mountebank in patriotiſm, this juggler in politics, 


this cat in pan, or cake in pan, or var v in prin- 


ciple. Some people gave out that he dealt with a 
conjurer, and others ſcrupled not to inſinuate that 
he had fold himſelf to the evil ſpirit, But there was 


no occaſion for a conjuror to deceive thoſe whom the 


dæmon of folly had previoufly confounded ; and as 
to 
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to ſelling, he ſold nothing but the intereſt of his coun« 
try; and of that he made a very bad bargain. Be 
that as it may, the Japaneſe now viewed Brut-an-tifh 
either through a new perſpective, or elſe ſurveyed him 
with organs entirely metamorphoſed. Yeſterday they 


deteſted him as a profligate rufhan loſt to all ſenſe of 


honeſty and ſhame, addicted to all manner of vice, a 
ſcoffer at religion, particularly that of Fakkubaſi, the 
ſcourge of human nature, and the inveterate enemy 
of Japan. To-day they glorified him as an unble- 
miſhed hero, the protector of good faith, the mirror 


of honeſty, the pattern of every virtue, a ſaint in piety, 
a devout votary to the White Horſe, a friend to man- 


kind, the faſt ally and the firmeſt prop of the Japaneſe 
empire. FS 25 

The farm of Yeſſo, which they had ſo long exe- 
crated as a putrid and painful excreſcence upon the 
breech of their country, which would never be quiet 
until this curſed wart was either exterminated or 
taken away, they now fondled as a favourite mole, 


nay, and cheriſhed as the apple of their eye. One 


would have imagined that all the inconſiſtencies and 


abſurdities which characteriſe the Japaneſe nation 
had taken their turns to reign, juſt as the intereſt of 


Taycho's ambition required. When it was necel- 


ſary for him to eſtabliſh new principles, at that very 


inſtant their levity prompted them to renounce their 
former maxims. Juſt as he had occaſion to faſcinate 
their ſenſes, the demon of caprice inſtigated them to 


| ſhut their eyes, and hold out their necks, that they 


might be led by the noſe. At the very nick of time 
when he adopted the cauſe of Brut- an- tiffi, in diame- 
trical oppoſition to all his former profeſſions, the ſpi- 
tit of whim and ſingularity diſpoſed them to kick 


againſt the ſhins of common ſenſe, deny the light of 


day at noon, and receive in their boſoms as a dove, 


the man whom before they had ſhunned as a ſerpent. 
Thus every thing concurred to eſtabliſh for orator 


Taycho, a deſpotiſm of popularity; and that not 


planned 


EPI In | 


ADVENTURES Or Ax ATOM. 33s 


planned by reaſon, or raiſed by art, but founded on 
tatality and finiſhed by accident. Quas Jupiter vult 
Pei dere prids dementat. 

Brut · an- tiffi being ſo amply gratified by. the Japa- 
neſe for his promiſe of forbearance with feſpect to the 
farm of Veſſo, and determined at all events to make 

ſome new acquiſition, turned his eyes upon the do- 
mains of Pol-haſſan- akouſti, another of his neigh- 
bours, who had formed a moſt beautiful colony in 
this part of Tartary; and ruſhed upon it at a minute's 
warning. His reſolution in this reſpect was ſo ſud- 
denly taken and quickly executed, that he had not 
yet formed any excuſe for this outrage, in or- 
der to ſave appearances. Without giving himſelf 
the trouble to invent a pretence, he drove old Pol- 
baſſan- akouſti out of his reſidence; compelled the 
domeſtics of that prince to enter among his own ban- 
ditti; plundered his houſe, ſeized the archives of his 
family, threatened to ſhoot the ancient gentlewoman 
his wife, exacted heavy contribution from the te- 
nants; then diſperſed a manifeſto, in which he declared 
himſelf the beſt friend of the ſaid Akouſti and his 
ſpouſe, aſſuring him he would take care of his eſtate 
as a precious depoſit to be reſtored, to him in due 
ſeaſon. In the mean time, he thought proper to ſe- 
queſter the rents, that they might not enable Pol- 
haſſan to take any meaſures that ſhould conduce to 
his own prejudice. As for the articles of meat, drink, 
clothing, and lodging, for him and his wife and a 
large family of ſmall children, he had nothing to do 
but depend upon Providence, until the preſent trou- 
bles ſhould be appeaſed. His behaviour on this oc- 
caſion, Peacock, puts me in mind of the Spaniard 
whom Philip II. employed to aſſaſſinate his on ſon 
Don Carlos. This compaſſionate Caſtilian, when the 
prince began to deplore his fate, twirled his muſta- 
chio, pronouncing with great gravity theſe words of 
comfort: Calla, calla, Senor, todo que 1 haze es por 
fu bien. 1 beg your ident won't make any 
| nolle ; 
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noiſe ; this is all for your own good: or the po- 
litenefs of Gibbet in the play called the Beaux Stra- 
tagem; who ſays to Mrs. Sullen, “ Your jewels, Ma- 
dam, if you pleaſe—don't be under any uneaſineſs, 
Madam—if you make any noiſe, I ſhalt blow: your 
brains out I have a particular regard for the ladies, 
Madam.“ W erte 
But the poſſeſſion of Pol-haſſan's demeſnes was not 
the ultimate aim of Brut- an- tiffi. He had an eye to 
a fair and fert ile province . a Tartar prin- 
ceſs of the houſe of Oſtrog. He ſaw himſelf at the 
head of a numerous banditti trained to war, fleſhed 
in carnage, and eager for rapine ; his coffers were 
filled with the ſpoils he had gathered in his former 
freebooting expeditions; and the incredible ſums paid 
him as an annual tribute from Japan, added to his 
other advantages, rendered him one of the moſt for- 
midable chiefs in all Tartary. Thus elated with the 
confciouſneſs of his own ftrength, he reſolved to make 
a fudden irruption into the dominions of Oſtrog, at a 
feaſon of the year when that houſe could not avail it- 
ſelf of the alliances they had formed with other powers; 
and he did not doubt but that, in a few weeks, he 
ſhould be able to ſubdue the whole country belong- 
ing to the Amazonian princeſs. But I can tell thee, 
Peacock, his views extended even farther than the 
conqueft of the Oſtrog dominions. He even aſpired 
at the empire of Tartary, and had formed the deſign 
of depofing the great Cham, who was intimately con- 
nected with the princeſs of Oftrog. Inſpired by theſe 
projects, he, at the beginning of winter, fuddenly 
poured like a deluge into one of the provinces that 
owned this Amazon's ſway; but he had hardly gain- 
ed the paſſes of the mountains, when he found him- 
felf oppoſed by a numerous body of forces, aſſembled 
under the command of a celebrated general, who gave 
him battle without heſitation, and handled him fo 
roughly, that he was fain to retreat into the demeſnes 
ef Pol-haflan, where he ſpent the greateſt part of the. 
Bt ons winter 


ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM. 2447 


winter in exacting contributions and extending! the 
reign of deſolation. 

Al the petty princes and ſtates who hold of the 
great Cham, began to tremble for their dominions, 
and the Cham himſelf was ſo much alarmed at the 
' lawleſs proceedings of Brut- an- tiffi, that he convoked 
a general aſſembly of all the potentates who poſſeſſed 
' fiefs in the empire, in order to deliberate upon mea- 
ſures for reſtraining the ambition of this ferocious 
freebooter. Among others, the Dairo of Japan, as 
lord of the farm of Yetlo, ſent a deputy to this con- 
vention, who, in his maſter's name, ſolemnly diſ- 
claimed and profeſſed his deteſtation of Brut- an: tiffi's 
proceedings, which, indeed, were univerſally con- 
demned. The truth is, he, at this period, dreaded 
the reſentment of all the other co-eſtates rather more 
than he feared the menaces of Brut- an- tiffi; and, in 
particular, apprehended a ſentence of outlawry from 
the Cham, by which at once he would have forfeited 
all legal title'to his beloved farm. Brut-an-tiffi, on the 
other hand, began to raiſe a piteous clamour, as if he 
meant to excite compaſſion. He declared himſelf a 
poor injured prince, who had been a dupe to the ho- 
neſty and humanity. of his own heart. He affirmed 
that the Amazon of Oftrog had entered into a con- 
ſpiracy againſt him, with the Mantchoux Tartars, and 
prince Akouſti: he publiſhed particulars of this dread- 
ful conjuration, which appeared to be no other than 
a defenſive alliance formed in the apprehenſion that 
he would fall upon ſome of them, without any re- 
gard to treaty, as he had done on a former occaſion, 
when he ſeized one of the Amazon's beſt provinces. 
He publicly taxed the Dairo of Japan with having 
prompted him to commence hoſtilities, and hinted 
that the ſaid Dairo was to have ſhared his conqueſts. 
He openly intreated his co-eſtates to interpoſe their 
influence towards the re- eſtabliſhment of peace in the 
empire; and gave them privately to underſtand, that 
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he would ravage their territories without mercy, ſhoutd 


they concur with the Cham in any ſentence to his 
Prejudice. 


As he had wikarneds in his firſt attempt, and per- 


ceived a terrible cloud gathering around him, in all 


probability he would have been glad to compound 
matters at this juncture, on condition of being left in 


flatu quo; but this was a condition not to be obtain- 
ed. The princeſs of Oſtrog had by this time formed 


ſuch a confederacy, as threatened him with utter 


deſtruction. She had contracted an offenſive and 
defenſive alliance with the Chineſe, the Mantchoux, 
and the Serednee Tartars; and each of theſe powers 
engaged to furniſh a ſeparate army to humble the in- 


ſolence of Brut- an- tiffi. The majority of the Tartar 
Hefs agreed to raiſe a body of forces to act againſt him 
as a diſturber of the public peace; the great Cham 
threatened him with a decree of outlawry and re- 


bellion; and the Amazon herſelf oppoſed him at the 


head of a very numerous and warlike tribe, which had 
always been conſidered as the moſt formidable in that 
part of Tartary. Thus powerfully ſuſtained, ſhe re- 


Jolved to enjoy her revenge; and at any rate retrieve 


the province which had been raviſhed from her by 


Brut-an-tiff; at a time when ſhe was embarraſſed with 


other diKevities: Brut- an- tiffi did not think himſelf 


fo reduced as to purchaſe peace with ſuch a ſacrifice. 


The Mantchoux were at a great diſtance, naturally flow 


in their motion, and had a very long march through 
a deſert country, which they would not attempt with- 


out having firſt provided prodigious magazines. The 


- Serednee were a divided people, among whom he had 


made ſhift to foment inteſtine divifions, that would 


impede the national operations of the war. The Ja- 
paneſe Fatzman formed a ſtrong barrier between: him 


and. the Chineſe ; the army: furniſhed by the. fiefs, he 
daipited as raw, -undiſciplined militia-: beſides, their 
declaring againſt him afforded a ſpecious pretence for 


yg their reſpective dominions under contribu- 


tion. 
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tion. But he chiefly depended upon the coffers of 
Japan, which he firmly believed would hold out until 


all his enemies ſhould be utterly exhauſted. 
As this freebooter was a principal character in the 
drama which I intend to rehearſe, I ſhall ſketch his 


portrait according to the information I received from 


2 fellow-atom who once reſided at his court, conſti- 
tuting part in one of the organs belonging to his firſt 
chamberlain. His ſtature was under the middle fize 
his aſpect mean and forbidding, with a certain ex- 
preſſion which did not at all prepoſſeſs the ſpectator 
in favour of his morals. Had an accurate obſerver 
beheld him without any exterior diſtinctions, in the 
ſtreets of this metropolis, he would have naturally 
clapped his hands to his pockets. Thou haſt ſeen the 
character of Gibbet repreſented on the ſtage by a late 


comedian of expreſſive feature. Nature ſometimes 


makes a ſtrange contraſt between the interior work- 
manſhip and the exterior form; but here the one re- 
flected a true image of the other. His heart never 
felt an impreſſion of tenderneſs: his notions of right 
and wrong did not refer to any idea of benevolence, 
but were founded entirely on the convenience of hu- 
man commerce; and there was nothing ſocial in the 
turn of his diſpoſition. By nature he was ſtern, in- 


ſolent and rapacious, uninfluenced by any motive of 


humanity; unawed by any precept of religion. With 


reſpect to religion, he took all opportunities of ex- 


poſing it to ridicule and contempt. Liberty of con- 
ſcience he allowed to ſuch extent, as exceeded the 
| bounds of decorum and diſgraced all legiflation. He 
pardoned a criminal convicted of beſtiality, and pub- 
licly declared that all modes of religion and every 


ſpecies of amour, might be freely practiſed and pro- 


ſecuted through all his dominions. His capacity was 
of the middling mould, and he had taken ſome pains 


to cultivate his 1 5 had ſtudied the 
poke with fluency, and 


Chineſe language, which he 
piqued himſelf upon his learning, which was but ſu- 
a | 7 © perficial. 
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perficial. His temper was ſo capricious and incon- 
ſtant, that it was impoſſible even for thoſe who knew 
him beſt, to foreſee any one particular of his perſonal 
demeanour. The fame individual he would careſs and 
inſult by turns, without the leaſt apparent change of 
circumſtance.. | He has been known to diſmiſs one of 
his favourites with particular marks of regard, and 
the moſt flattering profeſſions of affection; and before 
he had time to pull off his buſkins at his own houſe, 
he has been hurried on horſeback by a detachment of 
cavalry, and conveyed to the frontiers. Thus ha- 
raſſed, without refreſhment or repoſe, he was brought 
back by another party, and reconveyed to the pre- 
{ence of Brut- an- tiff, who embraced him at meeting, 
and gently chid him for having been fo long abſent. 
Ahe fixed principles of this Tartar were theſe ; in- 
ſatiable rapacity, reſtleſs ambition, and an inſuperable 
contempt for the Japaneſe nation. - His maxims of 
overnment were entirely deſpotic. He conſidered 
his ſubjects as ſlaves, to be occaſionally ſacrificed to 
the accompliſhment of his capital deſigns ; but, in the 
mean time, he. indulged them with the protection of 
equitable laws, and encouraged them to induſtry for 
his own-emolument, 
Nis virtues. conſiſted of temperance, ' vigilance, ac- 
tivity, and perſeverance. His folly chiefly appeared in 
childith. vanity and ſelf-conceit. He amuſed himſelf 
with riding, reviewing his troops, reading Chineſe au- 
thors, playing on a muſical inſtrument in uſe among 
the Tartars, trifling with buffoons, converſing with 
ſuppoſed wits, and reaſoning with pretended philoſo- 
Phers: but he had no communication with the female 
ſex; nor indeed was there any eaſe, comfort, or enjoy- 
ment to be derived from a participation of his paſtime. 
His wits, philoſophers, and buffoons, were compoſed of 


Chineſe refugees, who ſoon diſcovered his weak fide, and 


tiered bis vanity to an incredible-pitch; of infatua- 
tion. 4 They perſuaded him that he was an univer- 
lal genius, an invincible " a ſage legiſlator, a 
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ſublime philoſopher, a conſummate politician, a divine 
poet, and an elegant hiſtorian. They wrote ſyſtems, 
compiled memoirs, and compoſed poems, which were 
publiſhed i in his name; nay, they contrived witticiſms, 
which he uttered as his own hey had, by means 
of commercial communication with the banks of the 
Ganges, procured the hiſtory of a Weſtern hero, called 
Raſkalander, which, indeed, was no other than the 
Memoirs of Alexander wrote by Quintus Curtius, 
tranſlated from the Indian language, with an inter- 
mixture of Oriental fables. This they recommended, 
with many hyperbolical encomiums, to the peruſal of 
Brut-an-tiffi, who became enamoured of the perform- 
ance, and : was fired with the ambition of rivalling, 
if not excelling Raſkalander, not only as a warrior, 
but likewiſe as a patron of taſte and a protector of the 
liberal arts. As Alexander depoſited Homer's Thad 
im a precious caſket; ſo Brut- an- tiffi procured a golden 
box for preſerving this ſophiſtication of Quintus Cur- 
tius. It was his conſtant companion: he affected to 
read it in Public; and to lay it under his ae * 
night... 

— parizpered with adulation and intox SO) 
with dreams of conqueſt, he made no doubt of being 
able to eſtahliſh a new empire in Tartary, which ſhould 
entirely eclipſe: the kingdom of Tum-ming-qua, and 
raiſe a reputation that ſhould infinitely tranſcend the 
fame of Tan, or any emperor that ever ſat upon the 
throne of Thibet. He now took the field againſt the 
Amazon of the houſe of Oſtrog; penetrated into her 
dominions; defeated one of her generals in a pitched 
battle; and undertook the ſiege of one of her principal 

cities, in full confidence of ſeeing her kneeling at his 
gate before the end of the campaign. In the mean 
time, her ſcattered troops were rallied and reinforced 
by another 'old, experienced commander, who being 
well acquainted with the genius of his adverſary, 
pitched upon an advantageous ſituation, where he 
waited tor another attack. Brut-an-tifh, fluſhed with 
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kis former victory, and firmly perſuaded that no mortal 
power could withſtand his proweſs, gave him battle at 
à very great diſadvantage. The conſequence was na- 
tural:—he loſt great part of his army; was obliged to 
abandon the ſiege, and retreat with diſgrace. A ſe- 
| parate body, commanded by one of his ableſt captains, 
g | met with the ſame fate in a neighbouring country; 
and a third detachment at the fartheſt extremity of 
| his dominions, having attacked an army of the Mant- 
| | choux, was repulſed with great loſs. 
Þ ' Theſe were not all the mortifications to hides be 
KB was/expoſed about this period. The Fatzman of 
| Japan, who had formed an army Gor! the defence of the 
| farm of Leſſo againſt the Chineſe, met with a terrible 
diſaſter. Notwithſtanding his being outnumbered by 
the enemy, he exhibited many proofs of uncommon ac- 
tivity and: valour. At length they came to blows with 
him, and handled him ſo . that he was fain to 
retreat from poſt to pillar, and leave the farm at their 
mercy. Had he purſued his route to the right, he 
might have found ſhelter in the dominions of Brut- 
an-tiffi, and this was his intention; but, inſtead of 
marching in a ſtrait line, he revolved to the right, like 
a planet round the ſun, impelled as it were by a com- 
pound impulſe, until he had deſcribed a regular ſemi- 
circle; and then he found himſelf with all his followers 
engaged in a ſheep- pen, from whence there was no 
greſs; for the enemy, who followed his ſteps, imme- 
iately blocked up the entrance. The unfortunate 
Fatzman being thus pounded, muſt have fallen a ſacri- 
five to his centripetal force, had not he been delivered 
by the interpoſition of a neighbouring chief, who pre- 
vailed upon the Chineſe general to let Quamba-cun- 
dono eſcape, provided his followers would lay down 
their arms, and return peaceably to their own habi- 
tations. This was a bitter pill, which the Fatzman 
was obliged. to ſwallow, and is ſaid to have coſt him 
five ſtone of ſuet. He returned to Japan in obſcurity: 
the Chineſe * took og of the farm in the 
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name of his emperor; and all the 4 which 
the tenants ſuſtained, was nothing more than a 
change of maſters, which they had no great cauſe to 
regret. 

To. the thinking part of the Japaneſe, nothing 
could be more agreeable than this event, by which they 
were at once delivered from a pernicious excreſcence, 
which, like an ulcerated tumour, exhauſted the juices 
of the body by which it was fed. Brut- an- tiffi con- 
ſidered the tranſaction in a different point of view. 
He foreſaw that the Chineſe forces would now be at 
liberty to join his enemies, the tribe of Oſtrog, with 
whom the Chineſe emperor was intimately connected; 
and that it would be next to impoſſible to withſtand 
the joint efforts of the confederacy, which he had 
brought upon his own. head. He therefore raiſed a 
hideous. clamour. He accuſed the Fatzman of miſ- 
conduct, and inſiſted, not without a mixture of me- 
naces, upon the Dairo's re-allembling his forces 1 in the 
country of Yeflo. 

The Dairo himſelf was inconſolable. He neglected 
his food, and refuſed to gonfer with his miniſters. He 
diſtniſſed the F atzman from his ſervice. He. locked 
himſelf in his cabinet, and ſpent the hours in lamen- 
tation. O my dear farm of Yeſſo! (cried he) ſhall 
never more enjoy thy charms !—Shall I never more 
regale my eye with thy beauteous proſpeQs, thy hills 
of heath; thy meads of broom; and thy waſtes of 
ſand! Shall I never more eat thy black bread, drink 
thy brown beer, and feaſt upon thy delicate porkers 
Shall I never more receive the homage of the fallow 
Yeſlites with their meagre faces, | ragged ſkirts, and 

wooden ſhoes ! Shall I never more improve their huts, 
and regulate their pigſtyes! O cruel Fate! in vain 
did I face thy mud-walled manſion with a new free- 
ſtone front! In vain did I cultivate thy turnep-gar- 
den? In vain did I encloſe a piece of ground at a great 
expence, and raiſe a crop of. barley, the firſt that ever 
was ſeen in Veſſo! In vain did I fend over a breed of 
| Z 4 mules 
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mules and black cattle for the a of nee; 
In vai did I fupply you with all the implements of 
agriculture). In vain did T ſow graſs and grain for food, 

and plant trees, and furze and fern for ſhelter to the 


game, which could not otherwiſe fubſiſt upon 


naked downs! In vain did I furniſh your hou des | 


_ tides, and fill your hungry bellies with the d things 


of Japan! In vam did Texpend the treafures of my 
empire for thy melioration and defence! In vain did 1 
4ncur the execrations of my people, if I muſt now loſe 
thee for ever; if thou muſt now fall into the hands of 
an inſolent alien, who has no affection for thy ſoil, and 
no regard for thy ' intereſt! O Quamba-cun-dono! 


Quamba-cun-dono! how haſt thou diſappointed my 
hope! I thought thou waſt too ponderous to flinch; 


that thou wouldſt have ſtood thy ground fixed as the 
temple of Fakkubaſi, and larded the lean earth with 
thy carcafe, rather than leave my farm uncovered : but, 
alas! thou haſt fled before the enemy like a partridge 
on the mountains; and ſuffered thyſelf at laſt to be 
taken i in a ſnare like a fooliſh dotterel}” © 

The Cuboy, who overheard this Schlien at · 


| Wome, to comfort him through the 3 He 


ſoothed, and whined, and wheedled, and laughed and 


wept all in a breath, He exhorted the illuſtrious 
 Got-hama'baba to bear this misfortune with his wonted 


greatneſs of mind. He offered to preſent his imperial 


| majeſty with lands in Japan that ſhould be equal in 


value to the farm he had loſt: or, if that ſnould not 
be agretable, to make good at the peace, all the da- 
mage that ſhould be done to it by the enemy. Fi- 
nally, he curſed the farm, as the cauſe of his maſter's 
chagrin, and fairly wiſhed" it at the devil. — Here he 
was! ſuddenly. interrupted with a © Bub-ub-ub-boh! 
my lord Cuboy, your grace talks like an apothecary.— 
Go home to your own palace, and direct your cooks; 
and may your Bonzes kiſs your a—— to your heart's 


content. ſwear - by the horns of the Moon and the 
| ol of the White Horſe, that my foot ſhall not 


touch 
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touch your poſteriors theſe three days.” —Fika-kaka, 
having received this ſevere check, craved pardon in a 
whimpering tone, for the liberty he had taken, and 
retired to conſult with Mura- clami, who adviſed him 
to ſummon orator Taycho to his aſſiſtance. 


This mob- driver being made acquainted with the 
paſſion of the Dairo, and the cauſe of his diſtreſs, 
readily undertook to make ſuch a ſpeech through the 
key-hole, as ſhould effectually diſpel the emperor's 
deſpondence; and to this enterprize he was encouraged 
by the hyperbolical praiſes of Mura-clami, who ex- 
hauſted all the tropes of his own rhetoric in extolling 
the eloquence of Taycho.— This triumvirate imme- 
diately adjourned to the door of the apartment in 
which Got-hama- baba was ſequeſtered; where the 
orator kneeling upon a cuſhion, with his mouth ap- 
plied to the key-hole, opened the ſluices of his elo- 
cution to this effect: e ee 

M ioſt gracious!” * Bo, bo, boh!” - Moſt. 
64 illuſtrious! © Bo, boh!”-—* Moſt invincible Got- 
* hama-baba!”—* Boh!“ When the ſun, that 
glorious luminary is abſcured by envious: clouds, all 
nature ſaddens, and ſeems to ſympathize with his ap- 
parent diſtreſs —Your imperial majeſty is the fun 
of our hemiſphere, whoſe ſplendor illuminates our 
throne; and whoſe genial warmth enlivens our hearts; 
and ſhall we your ſubjects, your ſlaves, the creatures 
of your nod—ſhall we unmoved behold your ever- 
glorious effulgence overcaſt? No! while the vital 
ſtream bedews our veins, while our ſouls retain the 
faculty of reaſon, and our tongues the power of ſpeech, 
we ſhall not ceaſe to embalm your forrow with our 
tears; we ſhall not ceaſe to pour the overflowings of 
our affeftion—our filial tenderneſs, which will always 
be reciprocal with your parental care: theſe are the 
inexhauſtible ſources of the nation's happineſs. ' They 
may be compared to the rivers Jodo and Jodo-gava, 
which derive their common origin from the vaſt lake 
of Ami. The one winds its filent courſe, calm, clear, 
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and majeſtic, reflecting the groves and palaces that 
adorn its banks, and fertihzing the deliglitful country 
through which its runs; the other guſnes impetuous 


through a rugged channel and leſs fertile ſoil; yet 


ſerves to beautify a number of wild romantic ſcenes; ; 


to fill an hundred aqueducts, and to turn a thouſand 


mills: at length, they join their ſtreams below the im- 
perial city of Meaco, and form a mighty flood de- 
volving to the bay of Oſaca, bearing on its ſpacious 
boſom the riches of Japan.“ Here the orator pauſed 
for breath: the Cuboy clapped him on the. back, 
whiſpering, Super- excellent! O charming fimile! 
other ſuch will fink the Dairo's grief to the bottom 
of the ſea; and his heart will ſloat like a blown bladder 
upon the waves of Kugava.” Mura-clami was not 
ſtlent in his praiſe, while he ſqueezed an orange be- 
tween the lips of Taycho; and Got-hama-baba ſeemed | 
all attention: at length the orator reſumed his ſub- 
ject:— Think not, auguſt emperor, that the cauſe 
of your diſquiet is unknown, or unlamented by your 
weeping ſervants. We have not only perceived your 
eclipſe, but diſcovered the invidious body by whoſe 
interpoſition that eclipſe is effected. The rapacious 
arms of the hoſtile Chineſe have ſeized the farm of 
Veſſo!' —“ Oh, oh, oh!''—< that farm ſo cheriſhed 
by your imperial favour; that farm which, in the north 
of Tartary, ſhone like a jewel in an Æthiop's ear; 
yes, that jewel hath been ſnatched by the ſavage hand 
of a Chineſe freebooter:—but, dry your tears, my 
prince; that jewel ſhall detect bis theft, and light us 
to reyenge. It ſhall become a rock to cruſh him in 
his retreat net of iron to entangle his ſteps; a 
fallen trunk over which his feet ſhall ſtumble. It 


ſhall hang like a weight about his neck, and fink him 


to the loweſt gulph of perdition.— Be comforted, 
then, my liege! your farm is rooted to the center; it 
can neither be concealed nor removed. N ay, ſhould 
he hide it at the bottom of the ocean, or place it 
TORE: the conſtellations 1 in the heavens, your faithful 

6 Taycho 


ADVENTURES OF Ax ATOM. 347 


Taycho would fiſh it up intire, or tear it headlong from 
the ſtarry firmament.— We will retrieve the farm of 
Veſſo.“ —*< But, how, how, how, dear orator Taycho?”? 
« The empire of Japan ſhall be mortgaged for the 
ſake of that precious that ſacred ſpot, which pro- 
duced the patriarch apoſtle Bupo, and reſounded under 
the hoofs of the holy ſteed. —Your people of Japan 
ſhall chant the litany of Fakkubaſi.— They ſhall in- 
ſtitute cruſades for the recovery of the farm; they 
ſhall pour their treaſury at your imperial feet ;—they 
ſhall clamour for impoſition; they ſhall load them- 
ſelves with tenfold burthens, deſolate their country, 
and beggar their poſterity in behalf of Leſſo. With 
theſe funds I could undertake even to overturn the 
councils of Pekin. While the Tartar princes deal in 
the trade of blood, there will be no want of hands to 
cut away thoſe noxious weeds which have taken root 
in the farm of Veſſo; thoſe vermin that have preyed 
_ her delightful bloſſoms! Amidſt ſuch a variety 
remedies, there can be no difficulty in choofing.— 
Like a weary traveller, I will break a bough from the 
firſt pine that preſents, and bruſh away thoſe trouble- 
ſome inſects that gnaw the fruits of Yeſſo.—Should 
not the mercenary bands of Tartary ſuffice to repel 
thoſe infolent invaders; I will engage to chain this 
iſland to the continent; to build a bridge from ſhore 
to ſhore, that ſliall afford a paſſage more free and 
ample than the road to Hell. Through this avenue 
I will ride the mighty beaſt whoſe name is Legion. 
J have ſtudied the art of war, my Liege: I had once 
the honour to ſerve. my country as Lance- preſado in 
the militia of Niphon.— I will unpeople theſe realms, 
and overſpread the land of Yeffo with the forces of 
„ ＋ÿ .-. 
SGot hama, baba could no longer reſiſt the energy of 
ſuch expreſſions. He flew to the door of his cabinet, 
and embraced the orator in a tranſport of joy; while 
Fika-kaka fell upon his neck and wept aloud ; and 
_ Mura-clamu kiſſed the hem of his garment. 
: 1911 | You 
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Lou muſt know, Peacock, I had by this time 
changed my ſituation. I was diſcharged in the per- 
ſpiratory vapour from the perinæum of the Cuboy, 
and ſucked into the lungs of Mura- clami, through 


which I pervaded into the courſe of the circulation, 


and viſited every part of his compoſition. I found 
the brain ſo full and compact, that there was not room 


for another particle of matter. But inſtead of a heart, 


he had a membranous fac, or hollow viſcus, cold and 
callous, the habitation of ſneaking caution, ſervile 
flattery, griping avarice, creeping malice, and treache- 
rous deceit. Among theſe tenants it was my fate to 
dwell; and there I diſcovered the motives by which 


the lawyer's conduct was influenced. He now ſe- 


cretly rejoiced at the preſumption of Taycho, which 
he hoped had already 8 him to undertake 
more than he could perform; in which caſe he would 
infallibly incur diſgrace either with the Dairo or the 
people. It is not impoſſible but this hope might have 
been realized, had not fortune unexpectedly inter- 
poſed, and operated as an auxiliary to the orator's 

reſumption. Succeſs began to dawn upon the arms 
of Japan in the ifland of Fatſiſio; and towards the end 
of the campaign, Brut- an- tiffi obtained two petty 
advantages in Tartary againft one body of Chineſe, 
and another of the Oſtrog. All theſe were magnified 
into aſtoniſhing victories, and abſcribed to the wiſdom 
and courage of Taycho, becauſe during his miniſtry 
they were obtained; though he neither knew why nor 
wherefore; and was in this reſpect as innocent as his 
maſter Got- hama-baba, and his colleague Fika-kaka. 


| He had penetration enough to perceive, however, that 


theſe events had intoxicated the rabble, and began to 
pervert their ideas. Succeſs of any kind is apt to 
perturb the weak brain of a Japaneſe ;' but the ac- 


quifition of any military trophy produces an actual 


delirium, —The ftreets of Meaco were filled with the 
multitudes, who ſhouted, whooped, and hollowed. 
They made- proceffions with flags and banners; they 
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illuminated their houſes; they extolled Ian-on- i, a 
provincial captain of Fatſiſio, who had by accident 
repulſed a body of the enemy, and reduced an old 
barn which they had fortified: They magnified Brut- 
an: tiffi; they deified orator Taycho; they drank, they 
damned, they ſquabbled, and acted a thouſand extra- 
vagancies which I ſhall not pretend to enumerate or 
particularize. Taycho, who knew their trim, ſeized 
this opportunity to ſtrike while the iron was hot. He 
forthwith mounted an old tub, which was his public 
roſtrum, and waving his hand in an oratorial attitude, 
was immediately ſurrounded with the thronging po- 
pulace.— I have already given you a ſpecimen of his 
manner, and therefore ſhall not repeat the tropes and 
figures of his harangue : but only ſketch out the plan 
of his addreſs, and ſpecify the chain of his argument 
alone. He aſſailed them in the way of paradox, which 
never fails to produce a wonderful effect upon a 
heated imagination and a ſhallow underſtanding, 
Having, in his exordium, artfully faſcinated their fa- 
culties like a juggler in Bartholomew-fair, by means of 
an aſſemblage of words without meaning or import, 
he proceeded to demonſtrate, that a wiſe and good 
man ought to diſcard his maxims the moment he 
finds they are certainly eſtabliſhed on the foundation 
of eternal truth. That the people of Japan ought to 
preſerve the farm of Teſſo, as the apple of their eye, 
becauſe nature had disjoined it from their empire; and 
the maintenance of it would involve them in all 
the quarrels of Tartary: that it was to be preſerved 
at all hazards, becaule it was not worth preſerving : 
that all the power and opulence of Japan ought to be 
exerted and employed in its defence, becauſe, by the 
nature of its ſit uation, it could not poſſibly be defended : 
that Brut- an- tiffi was the great protector of the re- 
ligion of the Bonzas, becauſe he had never ſhewn the 
ö leaſt regard to any religion at all: that he was the faſt 
friend of Japan, becauſe he had more than once acted 
as a rancorous enemy to this empire, and never let ſlip 
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the leaſt opportunity of expreſling his contempt for 
the ſubjects of Niphon : that he was an invincible 
hero, : becauſe he had been thrice beaten, and once 
compelled to raiſe a ſiege in the courſe of two cam- 
paigns : that he was a prince of conſummate honour, 
becauſe he had, in the time of profound peace, uſurp- 
ed the dominions and ravaged the countries of his 


. neighbours, in defiance of common honeſty ; in vio- 


lation. of the moſt ſolemn treaties : that he was the 
moſt honourable and important ally that the empire 
of Japan could chooſe, becauſe his alliance was to be 
purchaſed with an enormous annual tribute, for which 
he was bound to perform no earthly office of friend- 
ſhip or aſſiſtance; becauſe connexion with him ef- 
fectually deprived Japan of the friendſhip of all the 
other princes and ſtates of Tartary; and the utmoſt 
exertion of his power could never conduce, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, to the intereſt or advantage of the 
Japaneſe empire. | 

Such were the propoſitions orator Taycho under- 
took to demonſtrate ; and the ſucceſs juſtified his un- 
dertaking. After a weak mind has been duly pre- 
pared and turned as it were, by opening a ſluice or 


torrent of eee words, the greater the con- 


tradiction propoſed the ſtronger impreſſion it makes, 
becauſe it increaſes the puzzle, and lays faſt hold on 


the admiration; depoſiting the ſmall proportion of 


reaſon with which it was before impregnated, like the 
vitriol acid in the copper- mines of Wicklow, into 
which if you immerſe iron, it immediately quits the 
copper which it had before diſſolved, and unites with 
the other metal, to which it has a ſtronger attraction. 
—Orator Taycho was not ſo well ſkilled in logic as 
to amuſe his audience with definitions of concrete 
and abſtract terms; or expatiate upon the genus 
and the difference; or ſtate propoſitions by the ſub- 
ject, the predicate, and the copula ; or form ſyllo- 
giſms by mood and figure; but he was perfectly 
well acquainted with all the equiyocal or ſynonimous 

words 
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words in his own language, and could ring the changes 
on them with Row dexterity. He knew perfectly well 
how to exprels the ſame 1deas by words that literally 
implied oppoſition : for example, a valuable conqueſt 
or an invaluable conqueſt; a ſhameful raſcal ot a ſhame- 
ful villain ; a hard head or a ſoft head; a large conſcience 
or no conſcience; immenſely great or immenſely 
little z damned high or damned low; damned bit- 
ter, damned ſweet ; damned ſevere, damned inſipid; 
and damned fulſome. He knew how to invert the 
ſenſe of words by changing the manner of pronuncia- 
tion; e. g. You are a very pretty fellow!“ to 
ſignify, You are a very dirty ſcoundrel.” “ You 
have always ſpoke reſpectfully of the higher powers!“ 
to expreſs, © You have often inſulted your betters, 
and even your ſovereign !'' “ You have ever turn- 
ed tail to the principles you profeſſed!“ to declare, 
« You have acted the part of an infamous apoſtate.” 
He was well aware that words alter their ſignification 
according to the circumſtances of times, cuſtoms, 
and the difference of opinion. Thus the name of 
Jack, who uſed to turn the ſpit and pull off his 
— maſter's boots, was transferred to an iron machine and 
a wooden inſtrument now fubſtituted for theſe pur- 
poſes : thus a ſtand for the tea-kettle, acquired the 
name of footman ; and the words Canon and Ordi- 
nance, ſinifying originally a rule or law, was extended 
to a piece of artillery, which is counted the tima lex; 
or ultima ratio regum. In the ſame manner the words 
infidel, hereſy, good man, and political orthodoxy, 
imply very different ſignifications, among different 
claſſes of people. A Muſſulman is an infidel at Rome, 
and a Chriſtian is diſtinguiſhed as an unbeliever at 
Conſtantinople. A Papiſt by Proteſtantiſm under- 
ſtands hereſy ; to a Turk, the ſame idea is conveyed 
by the ſect of Ali. The term good man, at Edinburgh, 
implies fanaticiſm; upon the Exchange of London 
| it ſignifies caſh; and in the general acceptation, be- 
nevolence. Political orthodoxy has different, nay, 


oppolite 
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-oppoſite definitions, at different places in the ſame 
kingdom; at O—— and C-; at the Cocoa- 
tree in Pall-mall, and at Garraway's in Exchange- 
alley. Our orator was well acquainted with all the 
legerdemain of his own language, as well as with the 
nature of the beaſt he had to rule. He knew when 
to diſtract its weak brain with a tumult of incon- 
gruous and contradictory, ideas: he knew when to 
overwhelm its feeble faculty of thinking, by pouring 
in a torrent of words without any ideas annexed.— 
Theſe throng in like city-milliners to a Mile- end aſ- 
ſembly, while it happens to be under the direction of 
a conductor without ſtrength and authority. Thoſe 
that have ideas annexed may be compared to the fe- 
males provided with partners, which, though they 
may crowd the place, do not abſolutely deſtroy all 
regulation and decorum. But thoſe that are uncou- 
pled, preſs in promiſcuouſly with ſuch impetuoſity 
and in ſuch numbers, that the puny maſter of the 
ceremonies is unable to: withſtand the irruption ; far 
leſs; to diſtinguiſh their quality, or accommodate 
them with partners: thus they fall into the dance 
without order, and immediately anarchy enfues,— 
Taycho having kept the monſter's brain on a ſimmer, 
until; like the cow-heel in Don Quixote, it ſeemed 
to cry, Comeume, comenme ; Come, eat me, come, eat 
me; then told them in plain terms, that it was 
expedient they ſhould part with their wives and their 
children, their ſouls and their bodies, their ſubſtance 
and their ſenſes, their blood and their ſuet, in order 
to defend the indefenſible farm of Jeſſo, and ta ſup- 
port Brut- an- tiffi, their inſupportable ally.— The hy- 
dra, rolling itſelf in the duſt, turned up its huge un- 
wieldy paunch and wagged its forky tail; then licked 
the feet of Taycho, and through all its hoarſe diſcor- 
dant throats, began to bray applauſe. The Dairo re- 
joiced in his ſucceſs, the firſt· fruits of which conſiſted 
in their agreeing to maintain an army of twenty thou- 
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ſand Tartar mercenaries, who were reinforced by the 
| flower of the national troops of Japan, ſent over to 
defend the farm of Veſſo; and in their conſent] 

prolong the annual tribute granted to Brut-an- tiff, 
who, in return far this condeſcenſion, accommodated; 
the Dairo with one of his free-booting captains to 
command the Yeſfite army. This new general had 
ſeen ſome: ſervice, and was counted a * officer: 
but it was not ſo much on account of his military 
character that he obtained this command, as for his 
dexterity in prolonging the war; bis ſkill in exercifing. 
all the different arts of peculation; and his attach- 
ment to Brut · an· tiff, with whom he had agreed to 
co - operate in milking the Japaneſe cow. This p | 
executed with ſuch effect, as could not poſſibly reſalt 
from addreſs alone, unaffffed by the infatuation. of 
thoſe whom they pillaged. Every article of cuntingent 
expence for draught-horſes, waggons, poſtage, forage, 
proviſion, and ſecret ſervice; was ſwelled to ſuch a 
degree as did violence to common ſenſe as well a5 to 
common honeſty. The general had a fellow feeling 
with all the contractors in the army, who! were con- 
nected with him in fuch a manner as ſeemed to pre · 
clude all poſſibility of datection. In vain fome of the 
Japaneſe officers endæavoured to pry into this myſte- 
nous commerce; in vain inſpectors were appointed 
by the government of Japan. The firſt were removed 
on different pretences: the laſt were encountered by 
ſuch diſgraces and di ſcouragements, as in a little time 


compelled them to reſign the office they had undertaxen. 


In a word, there was not a private meresnary Tartar 
ſoldier in this army, who did not coſt 2 of 


Japan as much as any ſubalterm officer of its own 3 


and: the annual charge of this continental war, un- 
dertaken for the protection of the farm of Leſſo, ex- 
ceeded the: whole expence of any former war which 
Japan had. ever maintamed on its ohn account ſince 
the beginning of the re: nay, it was attended 
N= one ren Wake. e it ful more 
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inſupportable. The money expended in armaments 
and operations, equipped and proſecuted on the ſide of 
Japan, were all circulated within the empire; ſo that 
it ſtill remained uſeful to the community in general; 

but no inſtance could be produced, of a ſingle copan 
that ever returned from the continent of Tartary; 
therefore all the ſums ſent thither were clear loſs to 
the ſubjects of Japan. Orator Taycho acted as a 
faithful ally to Brut- an- tiffi, by ſtretching the baſs- 


ſtrings of the mobile in ſuch a manner, as to be 


always in concert with the extravagance of the 
Tartar's demands, and the abſurdity of the Dairo's 


Predilection. Fika-kaka was aſtoniſhed at theſe phz- 


nomena ; while Mura-elami hoped in ſecret, that 
the orator's brain was diſordered; and that his in- 


ſanity would ſoon ſtand confeſſed, even to the con- 


viction of the people. If, (aid he to himſelf) 
they are not altogether deſtitute of human reaſon, they 
muſt, of their own accord, perceive and comprehend 
this plain eee A caſk of water that diſcharges 
three by one pipe, and receives no more than wo by 
another, muſt infallibly be emptied at the long- run. 
Japan diſcharges 2hree millions of obans every year for 
the defence of that bleſſed farm, which, were it put 
up to ſale, would not fetch one ſixth part of the 
ſum; and the annual balance of her trade with all 


the world brings in 7wo millions: ergo, it runs out 


faſter than it runs in, and the veſſel at the long-run 
muſt be empty. Mura-clami was miſtaken. He 
had ſtudied philoſophy only in profile. He had en- 


deavoured to inveſtigate the ſenſe, but he had never 
fathomed the abſurdities of human nature. All that 
Taycho had done for Veſſo amounted not to one- 


third of what was required for the annual expence of 
Japan While it maintained the war againſt China in 
different quarters of Aſia. A former Cuboy, (reſt 


his ſo al f) fir ding it impoſſible to raiſe within the year 


the exorbitimt fupplies that were required to gratify 
the avarice and ambition of the Dairo, had contrived 
the: od of be Which hath been ä adopted 
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with ſuch remarkable ſucceſs in this kingdom. You. 
know, Peacock, this is no more than borrowing a cer- 
tain ſum on the credit of the nation, and laying a freſh 


*- 


tax upon the public to defray the intereſt of every 


ſum thus borrowed; an excellent expedient, when 
kept within due bounds, for ſecuring the eſtabliſhed: 
government, multiplying the dependants of the m—ry,. 


and throwing all the money of the empire into the 
hands of the adminiſtration} © But thoſe loans were ſo. 


often repeated, that the national debt had already: 
ſwelled to an enormous burthen; ſuch a variety of 
taxes was laid upon the ſubject, as grievouſly inhanced 
all the neceſſaries of life; conſequently the poor were 


diſtreſſed, and the price of labour was raiſed to ſuch a 


degree, that the Japaneſe manufactures were every- 


where underſold by the Chineſe traders, who employed 


their workmen at a more moderate expence. Taycho, 
in this dilemma, was ſeized with a ſtrange conceit. 


Alchemy was at that period become a favourite ſtudy» 


in Japan. Some bonzas having more learning and 
avarice than their brethren, applied themſelves to the 


ſtudy of certain Chaldean manuſcripts, which their 


anceſtors had brought from Aſſyria; and in theſe theß 


found the ſubſtance of all that is contained in the 
works of Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Geber, Zoſymus, the 


Panapolite, Olympiodorus, Heliodorus, Agathodæ- 


mon, Morienus, Albertus Magnus, and, above all, 


your countryman Roger Bacon, who adopted Geber's: 
opinion, that mercury is the common baſis, and ſulphur 


| the cement of all metals. By the bye, this ſame friar: 
| Bacon was well acquainted with the compoſition of 
gun-powder, though the reputation ariſing from the 
diſcovery has been given to Swartz, who lived many 
years after that monk of Weſtminſter. Whether the: 
Philoſopher's ſtone, otherwiſe called the Gift Azothy 


the fifth Eſſence, or the Alkaheſt; which laſt Van 


* 


Helmont pilfered from the tenth book of the Archi- 


doxa, that treaſure ſo long depoſited in the occiput 
of the renowned Aureolus, Philippus, - Paracelſus, 
A A 4 2 Theophraſtus, 
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Theophraſtus, | Bombaſt; de Hohenheim, was over 


really attained by human adept, I am not at liberty 
to diſeloſe; hut certain it is, the phileſephers and 
alchemiſts. of Japan, employed by orator Taycho te 
tranſmute baſer metals into gold, miſcarried in all 
their experiments. The whale evaporated in ſmeke, 
without leaving ſo. much as the ſcrapings of a erueible 
for a ſpeciſic againſt the itch. Tickets made: of a 
kind of bamboo, had been long uſed te reinfercę the 


circulation of Japan; but theſe were of no; uſe in Tar- 


* % 


tary: the mercenaries and allies of that country would 


receive nothing but gold and ſilver, which, indeed, one. 


would imagine they had a particular method of de- 
compoſing or annihilating; for, of all the millions 


tranſported thither, not one copan was ever known to 
wviſit Japan. It was a country (35 Hamlet fays) | 
from boſe bourn no travelling copan e er returned. 


As the war of Veſſo, therefore, engroſſed; all the fnecie 
of Niphon, and ſome currency Was abſohutely negeſſary 
to the: ſubſiſtence of the ſapaneſe, the oxator contrived: 
a method to ſave tha expence.of fold food, He cm- 
poſed a meſs that ſhould fill their bellies, and, at dhe 
ſame time, protract the intoxication of their binins, 
which it was ſo much bis intereſt to maintain. He 
put them upon a diet of yeaſt; where this dict nor 

ee with the ſtomach, he employed: his emiſſaries te 
blowy up the patients 4 pgferiori, as the dog was blown: 
up by the-madman of Seville, recorded by Cervantes. 
The individuals. thus inflated were ſeen {waggering 
about the ſtreets, ſmooth and round, and fleek-and 
jolly, with leering eyes and florid complexion. Exery 
one ſeemed: to have. the of magna feirntuime. He 
ſtrutted with an air of importance, He broke: wind, 
and broached new ſyſtems. He: deelareit as if by re 
velation, that the more debt the public owed; the 
richer it became; that food was not negeſſary to th 
ſupport of ife; nor an intercourſe of the ſexes. required 
for the pro pagation of the ſpecies. He expatlatęd on 
yeaſſt, as the nectar of the gods, that would ſuſtain a 
1 a © & 4 Aim 
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animal mächifie; fili the human mind with divine in- 
ſpiratibfi; ufd confer im mortality. From the efieacy 
this fpecific, he began to propheſy concerning tlie 
White Horſe, and deelated himfelf an apoſtle of 
Buße. Thus they ſtrolled through the iſland of 
Nipliof; baking afid preaching the goſpel of Fakku- 
bal, and preſenting their batt goblets to all who were 
in Gueſt of political ſalvation. The people had been 
ſo Well prepared for infatuation; by the ſpeeches of 
Taytho; and the tidings of fucceſs from Tartary, that 
every paſſenger greedily ſwallowed the drench, and in 
à little time the whole nation was converted; that is, 
they Were totally : freed from thoſe troubleſome and 
itipertinent faculties of reafon and reflection, which 
ootild have ferved no other phipoſe but to make them 
Hilſefable under the butthens to which their backs 
were now fubjected. They offered up all their gold 
and ſtlver, their jewels, their furniture and apparel, at 
the (Wine of Fakkubaſi, ſinging pſalms and hymns in 
praiſe ef the White Horſe. They put arms into the 
Hands of their children, and drove them into Tartary, 
if ordet to fatten the land of Veſſo with their bloed. 
They grew fanatics in that caule, and worſhipped 
Briit-an-tifi as the favourite prophlet of the beatified 
Bupb. All was ſtdgsering, ſtaring, incoherence and 
contortion, exclamation and eructation. Still- this 
was tis fore than a tempotary delirium, which might 
_ variifly as the intoxieating effects of the yeaſt ſubkded. 
Tayehs, therefore; called in two feinforcements t6 the 
dfench. He vcfolved to fatiate their 'appetite for 
blb6d, and to amuſe their infantine vanity with the 
gew. gawes of triumph. He equipped out one arma- 
ment at 4 confiderable expenee fo make a deſcent on 
the e6aft of China, and ſent another ata much greater, 
t fight the enemy in Fatſiſio. The commander of 
_ the firſt difembarked upon a deſolate ifland, demo- 
khed an wifiniſked cottage, and brought away a few 
bufiches' of wild grapes. He afterwards hovered on 
the Chineſe egaft; but was deterred from landing by a 
tack 443 | very 
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very ſingular phenomenon... In ſurveying the ſhore, 
P ſpying- 5 laſſes, he perceived the whole beach 
0 


inſtantaneouſly fortified, as it were, with parapets of 
ſand, which had eſcaped the naked eye; and at one 
particular part, there appeared a body of giants with 
very bideous features, peeping, as it were, from be- 
hind thoſe parapets: from which circumſtances the 
Japaneſe general concluded there was a very formi- 
dable ambuſcade, which he thought it would be mad- 
neſs to encounter, and even folly to aſcertain. One 
would imagine he had ſeen Homer's account of the 
Cyclops, and did not think himſelf ſafe, even at the 
diſtance of ſome miles from the ſhore; for he preſſed the 
commander of the Fune to weigh anchor immediately, 
and retire to a place of more ſafety.—I ſhall now, 
Peacock, let you into the whole ſecret. This great 
officer was deceived by the careleſſneſs of the com- 


miſſary, who, inſtead of perſpectives, had furniſhed 


him with glaſſes peculiar to Japan, that magnified and 
multiplied objects at the ſame time. They are called 
Pho-beron-tia.—The large parapets of ſand were a 
couple of mole-hills; and the gigantic faces of grim 
aſpect, were the poſteriors of an old woman. ſacri- 
ficing, fub dio, to the powers of digeſtion.— There 
was another circumſtance which tended to the miſ- 


carriage of this favourite expedition.—The princi- 


pal deſign was againſt a trading town, ſituated on 
a navigable river; and at the place where this river 
diſembogued itſelf into the ſea, there was a Chi- 
neſe fort called Sarouf. The admiral of the Fune ſent 


the ſecond in command, whoſe name was Sel-uon to 


lay this fort in aſhes; that the embarkation might paſs 
without let or moleſtation. A Chineſe pilot offered 
to bring his junk within a cable-length of the walls: 
but he truſted to the light of his own penetration, 
He ran his junk aground, and ſolemnly declared there 
was not water ſufficient to float any veſſel of force, 
within three miles of Sa-rouf. This diſcovery he had 
made by ſounding, and it ® proved two very ſurpriſing 

A Paradoxes: 
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paradoxes: firſt, that the Chineſe junks drew little or 
no water, otherwiſe they could not have arrived at the 
town where they were laid up; ſecondly, that the fort 
Sarouf was raiſed in a ſpot where it neither could offend, 
nor be offended. But the Sey- ſeo-gun Sel- uon was a 
mighty man for paradoxes. His ſuperior in com- 
mand was a plain man, who did not underſtand theſe 
niceties; he therefore grumbled, and began to be 
troubleſome; upon which a council of war was held, 
and he being over- ruled by a majority of voices, the 
whole embarkation returned to Niphon re infecta. You 
have been told how the beaſt called Legion brayed, 
and bellowed, and kicked, when the fate of Byn-goh's 
expedition was known; it was diſpoſed to be very 
unruly at the return of this armament: but Taycho 
lalled it with a double doſe of his Mandragora. It 
growled at the giants, the ſand-hills, and the paradoxes 
of Sel- uon: then brayed aloud, Taycho for ever! rolled 
itſelf up like a lubberly hydra, yawned, and fell faſt 
aſleep.— The other armament, equipped for the ope- 
rations in Fatſiſio, did not arrive at the place of deſti - 
nation till the opportunity for action was loſt. The 
object was the reduction of a town and iſland be- 
longing to the Chineſe : but before the Fune with the 
troops arrived from Niphon, the enemy having re- 
ceived intimation of their deſign, had reinforced the 
garriſon and harbour with a greater number oſ forces 
and Fune than the Japaneſe commander could bring 
againſt them. He, therefore, wiſely declined an en- 
terprize which muſt have ended in his own diſgrace: 
and deſtruction. The Chineſe were ſucceſsful in other 
parts of Fatſiſio. They demoliſhed ſame forts, they: 
defeated ſome parties, and maſſacred ſome people, be- 
longing to the colonies of Japan. Perhaps the tidings 
of theſe diſaſters would have rouſed the people of Ni- 
phon from the- lethargy of intoxication in which they 
were overwhelmed, had not their delirium been kept 
up by ſome faſcinating amulets from Tartary: theſe. 
were no other than the bubbles which Brut- an- tiffi 
5 "AS © {ſwelled 
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ſwelled into mighty victories ovet the Chineſe and 
Oſtrog; though, in fact, he had been ſeverely cud- 
gelled, and mote than once in very great danger of 
crucifixion. Taycho preſented the monſter with a 
bowl: of blood, which he told it this invincible ally 
had drawn from its enemies the Chineſe, and, at the 
fame time, blowed the gay bubbles athwart its nume- 
rous eyes. The hydra lapped the gore with ſigns of 
infinite reliſh; groaned and grunted to ſee the bubbles 
dance; exclaimed, O rare Taycho/!”” and relapſed 
into the arms of ſlumber. Thus paſſed the firſt cam- 
paign of Taycho's adminiſtration. mand: 
By this time Fika-kaka was fully convinced that 
the orator actually dealt with the devil, and had even 
fold him his ſoul for this power of working miracles 
on the underftanding of the populace. He began to 
be invaded with fears, that the ſame conſideration 
would be demanded of him for the eaſe and pleaſure 
he now enjoyed OP with that magician. 
He no longer heard himſelf ſcoffed, ridiculed, and 
reviled in the affemblies of the people. He no 
longer faw his meaſures thwarted, nor his perſon 
treated with diſdain, He no longer racked his brains 
for pretences to extort money; nor trembled with 
terror when he uſed theſe pretences to the public. 
The mouth of the oppoſition was now glewed to his 
own poſteriors. | Many a time and often, when he 
beard orator Taycho declaiming againſt him from his 
roſtrum, he curted him in his heart, and was known 
to ejaculate, © Kifs my a—fe, Taycho;“ but little 
did he think the orator would. one day ftoop to this 
compliance. He now ſaw that inſolent foul-mouthed 
dem miniſtring with the utmoſt ſervility to 
his pleaſure and atnbition. He filled his bags with 
the treaſures of Japan, as if by inchantment; ſo that 
he could now gratify his own profuſe temper without 
ſtunt or coritroul. He took upon himſelf the whole 
rge of the adminiſtration; and left Fika-kaka to 
the full enjoyment of his own ſenſuality, thus ” 
| E K 4 e 
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ed of all its thorns. It was the contemplation of 
theſe circumſtances, which inſpired the Cuboy with 

a belief that the devil was concerned in produci 
this aflomiſhing calm of felicity z and that his 1 as, 
| highneſs would require of him fome extraordinary 
facrifice for the extraordinary favours he beſtowed. 
He could not help ſuſpecting the ſincerity of Taycho's 
attachment, becauſe 1t feetned altogether unnatural ; 
and if his foul was to be the ſacrifice, he wiſhed to 
treat with Satan as a principal. Full of this idea, he 
had recourſe to his Bonzes as the moſt likely perſons 
to procure him ſuch an interview with the prince of 
dark neſs, as ſhould not be attended with immediate 
danger to his corporeal parts: but, upon enquiry, he 
found there was not one conjurer among them all, 
Some of them made a merit of their ignorance z 
pretending they could not in conſcience give applica- 
tion td an art which muſt have led them into com- 
munication with demons: others inſiſted there was no 
ſuch thing as the devil; and this opinion ſeemed to 
be much reliſhed by the Cuboy : the reſt frankly 
owned they knew nothing at all of the matter. For 
my part, Peacock, I not only know there is a devil, 
but I likewiſe know that he has marked out nineteen 
 twentieths of the people of this metropolis for his 
prey. —How now! You ſhake, firrah - You have 
ſome reaſon, conſidering the experiments you have 
been trying in the way of ſorcery: turning the fieve 
and ſheers ; mumbling gibberiſh over a goole's liver 
{tuck with pins; pricking your thumbs, and writing 
myſtical characters with your blood; forming ſpells 
with ſticks laid acroſs ; reading prayers backwards; 
and invoking the devil by the name, ſtyle, and title 
of Sathan, Abraſax Adonai. I know what commu- 
nication you had with goody Thruſk at Camberwell, 
who undertook for three ſhillings and four-pence to 
Gonvey you on a broomſtick to Norway, where the 
devil was to hold a conventicle; but you boggled 
at croſſing the ſea, without ſuch ſecurity for your 
I | perſon ' 
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perſon as the beldame could not give. I remember 


your poring over the treatiſe De wo/urri arborta, until 


you had well-nigh loſt your wits; and your intention 


to enrol yourſelf in the Roſieruſian ſociety, until your 
intrigue with the tripe-woman in Thieving-lane de- 
ſtroyed your pretenſions to chaſtity, ; Then you 
cloaked your own wickedneſs: with an affectation of 
ſcepticiſm, and declared there never was any ſuch 
exiſtence as devil, demon, ſpirit, or goblin ; nor any: 
fuck art as magic, necromancy, ſorcery, or witchcraft. 
—0 infidel'! haſt thou never heard of the three di- 
viſions of magic into natural, artificial, and diaboli- 
cal? The firſt of theſe is no more than medicine; 
hence the ſame word Pharmacopola ſignified both a 
wiſe-acre and apothecary. To the ſecond belong the 
glaſs ſphere of Archimedes, the flying wooden pigeon 
of Archytus, the emperor Leo's finging birds of gold, 
Boetius the Conſolator's flying bird. .of braſs, hiſſing 
ſerpents of the ſame metal, and the famous ſpeaking 
head of Albertus Magnus. The laſt, which we call 
chabolical, depends upon the evocation of ſpirits : 
fuch was the art exerciſed by the magicians of Pha- 
raoh ; as well as by that conjurer recorded by Gaſpar 
Peucerus, who animated the dead carcaſe of a famous 
female harper in Bologna in ſuch a manner, that ſhe 
played upon her inſtrument as well as ever ſhe had 
done 1n her life, until another magician removing the 
charm, which had been placed in her arm-pits, the 
body fell down deprived of all motion. It is by ſuch 
means that conjurers cure diſtempers with charms 
and amulets; that, according to St. Ifidore, they 
confound the elements, diſturb the underſtanding, 
flay without poiſon or any perceptible wound, call 
up devils, and learn from them how to torment their 
enemies. Magic was known even to the ancient 
Romans, Cato teaches us how to charm a diſlocated. 
bone, by repeating theſe myſtical words, Incipe can- 
tare in alto, S. F. motas danata dardaries, Afiotaries, dic 
una parite dum coeunt, Sc. Beſides, the virtues of 

| ABRACADABRA 
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ABRACADABRA are well known; though the mean- 
ing of the word has puzzled ſome of the beſt critics 
wa the laſt age; ſuch as Wendelinus, Scaliger, Sau- 
maiſe, and father Kircher; not to mention the an- 
cient phyſician Serenus Sammonicus, who deſcribes 
the diſpoſition of theſe characters in hexameter verſe. 
I might here launch out into a very learned diſſerta- 
tion to prove that this very Serenus formed the word 
ABRACADABRA from the Greek word ABeacat, a 
name by which Bafilides the Ægyptian heretic de- 
fined the Deity, as the letters of it imply 365, the 
number of days in the year. This is the word {till 
fair and legible on one of the two taliſmans found in 
the ſeventeenth century, of which Baronius gives us 
the figure in the ſecond volume of his Annals. By 
the bye, Peacock, you muſt take notice, that the 
figure of St. George encountering the dragon, which 
is the ſymbol of the order of the Garter, and at this 
day Aae ſo many inns, taverns, and ale- 
houſes, in this kingdom, was no other originally than 
the device of an abraxas or amulet wore by the Ba- 
filidians, as a charm againſt infection: for, by the 
man on horſeback killing the dragon, was typified 
the ſun purifying the air, and diſperſing the noxious 


vapours from the earth. An abraxas marked with * - 


this device 1s exhibited by Montfaucon out of the' 
Collection of Sig. Capello. This ſymbol, improved 
by the croſs on the top of the ſpear, was afterwards 
adopted by the Chriſtian cruſards, as a badge of their 
religious warfare, as well as an amulet to enſure vic- 
tory ; the croſs alluding to Conſtantine's labarum, 
with the motto % rr vixe, In this you ſhall con- 
quer.” The figure on horſeback they metamor- 
phoſed into St. George, the ſame with George the 
Arian, who, at one time was reckoned a martyr, and 
maintained a place in the Roman Martyrology, from 
which he and others were eraſed by pope Gelaſius in 
the fifth century, becauſe the accounts of their mar- 
tyrdom were written by heretics. This very George, 
| while 
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while he officlated as biſhop of Alexandria; having 
_ ordered a temple of the wy Mythras to be purified 
and converted into a Chrifhan church, ound in the 
ſad temple this emBletri of the fun; Which the Per- 
fians adoted undet the name of Myj#hras ; and with 
the addition of the croſs, metamotphoſed it into a 
ſymbol of Chriftian Warfare againft idolatry. It was 
on this occaſion that the Pagans roſe againſt George, 
and murdered him with the utmoſt barbarity ; and 
from this circumſtance he becattic a famt and martyr, 
_ and the amulet or abraxas became his badge of diſ- 
tinction. The crofs was confidered as fucli a ſure 
protection in battle, that every ſword-hikt was made 
m this form, and every wartior, before he engaged, 
kiffed it in token of devotion : hence the phraſe, wy 
kiſs your hilt,” which is ſometimes uſed even at this 
day. With reſpe& to the myſtical words, ABPACASE, 
TAN, AOQNAT, which are found upon thoſe amulets, 
and ſuppoſed to be of Hebrew exttact, though in the 
Greek character of termination; if thou wouldſt know 
their real ſignification, thou mayeſt confult the learned 

De Croy, in his Treatiſe concerning the genea- 
logies of the Gnoftics. Thou wilt find it at the end 
of St. Irenæus's works, publiſhed by Grabius at Ox- 
ford. . 

But, to return to magic, thou muſt have heard of 
the famous Albertus Magnus de Bolſtadt, who in- 
differently exerciſed the profeſfions of conjurer, bawd, 
and man- mid wife; who forged the celebrated An- 
 droides, ot brazen-head, which pronounced oracles, 
and folved queſtions of the utmoſt difficulty : nor 
can the fame of Hetrry Cornelius Agrippa have eſcaped 
thee; he, who wrote the Treatiſes De occulta Phi- 
ape; & de cæcis Ceremoniis; who kept his demon 
| ſecured with an inchanted tron collar, in the ſhape of 
a black dog; which black dog being difmiſſeck in 
his Iſt motacnts with theſe words, 49; perdita beftia 
que me totum perdidifti, planged itſelf in the river 
Soame, and immediately diſappearec. But what 

| | | need 
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need of thoſe profane inſtances to prove the exiſtence 
of magicians who held communieatien with the 
devil? Don't we read in the ſeripture of the magi- 
cians of Pharaoh and Manaſſes? of the witch of 
Ender; of Simon and Bayeius, magicians 3 and of 
that ſorcereſs of whoſe body the apoſtle Paul diſpoſſeſſed 
the devil? Have not the fathers mentioned magicians 


and ſorcerers? Have not different copncils de- 
nounced anathemas againſt them? Hath net the 


civil law decreed puniſhments to be inflicted upon 


thoſe convicted of the black art? Hape not all the = 


tribunals in France, England, and particularly in 
Scatland, condemned many perſons to the ſtake for 
 {oxcerigs, on the fulleſt evidence; nay, even on their 


own gonfeſſion? Thou thyſelf Myeft almoſt remem- 


ber the hayock that was made among the ſoreerers in 
one of the Engliſh colonies in North America, hy 
Dr. Enereaſe Mather, and Dr. Cotton Mather, thoſe 
luminaries of the New England church, under the 
authority and auſpices of Str William Phipps, that 
flower of knighthood and mirrer of governors, wha, 
not contented with living witnefles, called in the af- 
ſtance of ſpectral evidence, to the conviction of 
thoſe diabolical delinquents.— This was à hint, in- 
deed, Which he borrowed: from the famous trial of 
Urban Grandier, canon of Loudun in France, wha, 


was duly; convicted of magic, upon the depoſitions: of | 


the devils A/taroth, Euſas, Celſus, Acaos,, Cedon, Aſma» 
deus, Alix, Zabulon, Nephthotim,, Cham, Url, and. 


Acbas. I might likewite reſen thee to king James 
Hiſtory of Witcheraft, wherein it appears, upon un- 


controvertible evidence, that the devil nat only pre- 
ſided in perſon at the aſſemblies of thoſe wiſe. women. 
but even condeſcended te be facetious, and often 
diverted them by dancing and playing gambols with 
+ lighted. candle in his breech. I might. hid theo 


recollect the authenticated: account off the earl of 


Gowry's conſpiracy againſt the ſaid king, in which 
appears the depoſition of a certain perſqu, certifying 
Benn | | that 
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that the earl of Gowry had ſtudied the black art: 
that he wore an amulet about his perſon, of ſuch 
efficacy, that although he was run / ſeveral times 
through the body, not one drop of blood flowed from 
the wounds until thoſe myſtical characters were re- 
moved.—PFinally, I could fill whole volumes with 
undeniable facts to prove the exiſtence of magic: 
but what J have ſaid ſhall ſuffice. I muſt only re- 
peat it again, that there was not one magician, con- 
jurer; wizard, or witch, among all the Bonzes of Ja- 
pan, whom the Cubo conſulted ; a circumſtance 
that aſtoniſhed him the more, as divers of them, 


notwithſtanding their beards, were ſhrewdly ſuſpected 


to be old women, and till that time, an old woman 
with a beard upon her chin had been always conſi- 
dered as an agent of the devil.—It was the nature 
of Fika-kaka to be impatient and impetuous. Per- 
ceiving that none of his Bonzes had any communi- 


cation with the devil, and that many of them doubt- 


ed whether there was any ſuch perſonage as the devil, 
he began to have ſome doubts about his own ſoul: 
« For if there is no devil (ſaid he) there is no ſoul to 
be damned; and it would be a reproach to the 
juſtice of heaven to ſuppoſe that all ſouls are to be 
ſaved, conſidering what raſcally ſtuff mankind are 
made of.“ This was an inference which gave him 
great diſturbance; for he was one of thoſe who would 
rather encounter eternal damnation, than run any 
riſque of being annihilated. He therefore aſſembled 
all thoſe among the Bonzes who had the reputation 
of being great philoſophers and metaphyſicians, in 
order to hear their opinions concerning the nature of 
the ſoul.” The firſt reverend ſage who delivered him- 
ſelf on this myſterious ſubject, having ſtroked his 
grey beard, and hemmed-thrice with great ſolemnity, 
declared that the foul was an animal; a ſecond 
pronounced it to be the number z4hreze, or proportion; 


a third contended for the number ſeven, or harmony 3 


A defined the TIO; the univerſe; a fifth af- 
firmed 
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firmed it was a mixture of elements; a fixth aſſerted 
it was compoſed of fre; a' ſeventh opined it was 
formed of ꝛvater; an eighth called it an eſence; a 
ninth, an idea; a "tenth ſtickled for ſubſtance without 
extenſi on; an aleventh., for extenſic on without ſubſtance z 
a twelfth cried it was an accident; -a thirteenth called 
it a reflefting mirror; a fourteenth, the image reflected; 
a fifteenth inſiſted upon its being a tune; a ſixteenth 
believed it was the inſtrument that played the tune; 
a 1 undertook to prove it was material; 
eighteenth exclaimed it was immaterial; a nine- 
een allowed it was fomething ; ; and a twentieth | 
ſwore it was nothing. —ÞBy this time all the individuals 
that compoſed this learned aſſembly ſpoke together 
with equal eagerneſs and vociferation; The volubi- 
lity with which a great number of abſtruſe and un- 
intelligible terms and definitions were pronounced 
and repeated, not only feſembled the confuſion of 
Babel, but they had juſt the fame effect upon the 
brain of Fika-kaka, as 1s generally produced in weak. 
heads by looking ſtedfaſtly at a mill-wheel or a vor- 
tex, or any other obj ect in continual rotation. He 
giddy, ran three times round, and dropped 
2 in the midſt of the Bonzes, deprived of ſenſe 
and motion. When he recovered ſo far as to be able 
to reflect upon what had happened, he was great! -PÞ 
diſturbed with the- terror of annihilation, as he had 
heard nothing faid in the conſultation which could 
give him any reaſon to believe there was ſuch a thing 
as an immortal ſoul. In this emergency he ſent for 
his counſellor Mura-clami, and when that lawyer en- 
tered his chamber, exclaimed, My dear' Mura, as I 
have a ſoul to be ſaved A foul to be ſaved !—ay, 
there's the 'rub !—the devil a ſoul have I!—Thoſe 
Bonzes are good for nothing but to kiſs my a—ſe; 
a parcel of ignorant aſſes !—Pox'on their philoſophy ! 
Inſtead of demonſtrating the immortality of 'the ſoul, 
they have Plainly proved the ſoul is a chimera, a will : 
0 . WLP, a bubble, a term, a word, a nothing 
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M dear Mura! prove but that I have a foul, and 
hal be contented to be damned to all eternity!“ 


* If that be the caſe, (ſaid the other) your Quam - 


bukuſbip may ſet your heart at reſt: for, if you 


| proceed to goyern this empire, in conjunction with 


aycho, as you, have begun, it will become à point 
eternal juſtice to give you an immortal ſoul (i you 
ve not one already) that you may undergo eternal 
bn tem according to your demerits.“ The Cu- 
boy was much comforted by this. aſſurance, and re- 
turned to his former occupations with redoubled ar- 
dour.. He continued to confer benafices on his back - 


friends the Bonzes; to regulate the whole, army of 


tax-gatherers.z to bribe the tribunes, the centurions, 
the decuriones, and all the inferior mob-drivers of 


the empire; to hire thoſe pipers who wete beſt, ſkilled 
im making the multitude dance, and; find out the 
ahleſt artiſts ta ſcratch their long cats, and tickle their 
_ hoſes, Theſe toils were fweetened by @ variety of en- 


joyments. . He poſſeſſed. all the pomp: of aftentation; 
the vanity of levees, the price af power, the! ples- 
{ure of adulation, the happine(s. of being kicked by 
his ſovereign and kiſſed by his. Bonzes, , ang, above 
all, the delights. af the ſtomach auc the cJoſe-faol, 
which, recurxed in perpetual ſucceſſion, and which! he 
ſeemed to enjoy with a particular reli + for it muſt 
he obſerxed, to the honqur ef Fika-kaka, that what 


| he eagerly received at one emd, he as liberally re fund- 


ed, at, the ather. But. as the faculties of bis mind 
were inſuſſcient to digeſt the greet meſs of power 
Which had fallen to his ſhare, ſo. were! the Orgaus of 
his, body unable to concoct the cnarmons tals. of 
aliments. which . ſwallowed. He la- 
ation of both; and the vague: 
promiſes which went upwarch, as wall as the: mur- 
murs that paſſed the other wah, were no other than 
2 TR crudities arifing from the defefts of his feral 
As for Taycho, he confined himſelf to the manage. 


ment 
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management of the war. He recalled the general in 
chief from Fat ſiſio, becauſe he had not done that 


which he could not poſſibly do: but, inſtead of — | 


another on whoſe abilities he could depend, he allowe 

the direction of the armaments to devolye upon the 
ſecond in command, whoſe character he could not 
poſſibly. know; becauſe, indeed, he was too obſcure 
to have any character at all. The fruits of his ſaga- 
city ſoon appeared. The new general Abra-moria, 
having reconnoitred a poſt of the enemy, which was 


found too ſtrong to be forced, attacked it without 


heſitation, and his troops were repulſed and routed 
with conſiderable ſlaughter, It was lucky for Taycho 
that the tidings of this diſaſter were qualified by the 
news of two other advantages which the arms of 
Japan had gained. —A ſeparate corps of troops, under 
Yaf-frai and Ya-loff, reduced a ſtrong Chineſe for- 
treſs in the neighbourhood of Fatſiſio; and a body 
of Japaneſe, headed by a factor called Ka-liff, ob- 
tained a conſiderable victory at Fla-ſao, in the farther 
extremity of Tartary, where a trading company f 


Mieaco poſſeſſed a commercial ſettlement. "The Hy» 


dra of Meaco began to ſhake its numerous heads and 
growl, when it heard of Abra-moria's defeat. At that 
inſtant, one of its leaders exclaimed, “ Blefs thy long 
ears | It was not Taycho that recommended Abra- 
moria to this command, He was appointed by the 
Fatzman.” This was true. It was likewiſe true, 
that Taycho had allowed him quietly to ſucceed to 
the command, without knowing any thing of his 
abilities ;—it was equally true, that Taycho was an 
utter ſtranger (0 Tal fl and Ta- loff, who took the 
fortreſs, as well as to the factor. Ka- liff, who obtained 
the victory at the farther end of Tartary.—Never- 


theleſs, the beaſt cried aloud, Hang Abra-moria 


and a fig for the Fatz- man. But let the praiſe of 


Taycho be magnified ! It was Taycho that ſubdued 


the fortreſs in the Iſle Ka-frit-o. It was Taycho that 


defeated the enemy at Fla-ſao,—Yat-frai has ſlain his 


YOL. VI. By | thoulands; 


of Tartary. The emperor of China took poſſeſſion of 


chiefs, who had fold their ſubjects as ſoldiers to ſerve 
undder the Fatz-man, had already agreed to ſend the 


month after this action, gained a victory over the ge- 


neral of the Oſtrog. Theſe advantages rendered him 


Fatz-man; he threatened the Dairo; and, as I have 
taken notice above, a new army was raiſed at the ex- 
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thouſands ;--Ya-loff has flain his five thouſands ;—- 
but Taycho has ſlain his ten thouſands.” .. 


Taycho had credit not only for the ſucceſs of the 
Japaneſe arms, but likewiſe for the victories of Brut- 
an-tifh, who had lately been much beholden to for- 
tune. TI have already obſerved what a noiſe that 
Tartar made when the Fatz-man of Japan found him- 
ſelf obliged to capitulate with the Chineſe general. 
In conſequence of that event, the war was already at 
an end with reſpect to the Japaneſe, on the continent 


the farm of Yeſlo; the peaſants quietly ſubmitted to 
their new maſters; and thoſe very free-booting Tartar 


very ſame mercenaries into the army of China. It 
was at this juncture that Brut-an-tifi exalted his 
throat. In the preceding campaign he had fought 
with various ſucceſs, One of his generals had given 
battle to the Mantchoux Tartars, and each fide 
Aimed the victory. Another of his leaders had been 
defeated and taken by the Oſtrog. The Chineſe had 
already advanced to the frontiers of Brut-an-tiffi's 
dominions. In this dilemma he exerted himfelf with 
equal activity and addreſs: he repulſed the Chineſe 
army with conſiderable loſs; and in the ſpace of one 


inſufferably arrogant. He exclaimed againſt the 


pence of Japan, to defend him from all future inva- 
ſions of the Chineſe. Already the Tartar general 
Bron-x1-tic, who was veſted at his deſire with the com- 
mand of the mercenary army of Japan, had given a 
ſevere check to a ſtrong; body of the Chineſe, and even 
threatened to carry the war into the empire of China; | 
but his progreſs was ſoon ſtopt, and he was forced to | 
retreat in his turn towards the farm of Veſſo. But 
from nothing did orator Taycho reap a fuller — 
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pf praiſe, than from the conqueſt of Tzin-khall, a ſet+ 
tlement of the Chineſe on the coaſt of Terra Auſtralis; 
which conqueſt was planned by a Banyan merchant 
of Meaco, who had traded on that coalt, and was par- 
ticylarly known to the king of the country. This 
royal ſavage was uneaſy at the neighbourhood of the 
Chineſe, and conjured. the merchant, whoſe name was 
Thum-Khumm-qua, to uſe his influence at the court 
of Meaco, that an armament ſhould he equipped 
againſt | the ſettlement of Tzin-khall, he himſelf ſo- 
lemnly promiſing to co-operate in the reduction of it 
with all his forces. —Thum-Khumm-qua, whoſe zeal 
for the good of his country got the better of all his pru- 
dential maxims, did not fail to repreſent this obje&t in 
the moſt intereſting points of view, He demonſtrated 


to Taycho the importance of the ſettlement; that it 


abounded with ſlaves, ivory, gold, and a precious 
gum which was not to be found in any other part 
of the world; a gum. in great tequeſt all over Aſia, 
and particularly among the Japaneſe, who were oblig- 
ed to — it in time of war at ſecond-hand 
from their enemies the Chineſe, at an exorbitant 
price. He demonſtrated that the loſs of this ſet · 
tlement would be a terrible wound to the emperor 
of China; and proved that the congueſt of it could 
be atchieved at a very trifling expence. He did 
more. Though by the maxims of his ſect he was 
reſtrained from engaging in any military enterprize, 
he offered to conduct the armament in perſon, in 
order the more efleEtually to keep the king of the 
country ſteady to his engagements. Though the 
ſcheme was in itſelf plauſihle and practicable, Mr. 
orator Taycho ſhuffled and equivocated until the ſea- 
lon for action was paſt. But Thum-Khumm- qua 
was indefatigable. He exhorted, he preſſed, he re- 
monſtrated, he complained; and beſieged the orator's 
houſe in ſuch a manner, that Taycho at length, in 
order to be rid of his importunity, granted his requeſt. 
A ſmall armament was fitted out; the Banyan em- 


barked in it, leaving his own private affairs in con- 


B B 2 | fuſion; 
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fuſion; and the ſettlement was reduced according to 
his prediction. When the news of this conqueſt ar- 
rived at Meaco, the multifarious beaſt brayed hoarſe 
applauſe, and the miniſter Taycho was magnified ex- 
ceedingly. As for Thum-Khumm-qua, whoſe private 
fortune was conſumed in the expedition, all the re- 
compence he received, was the conſciouſneſs of having 
ſerved his country. In vain he reminded Taycho 00 
his promiſes; in vain he recited the miniſter's own 
letters, in which he had given his word that the 
Banyan ſhould be liberally rewarded, according to the 
importance of his ſervices: Taycho was both deaf and 
blind to all his remonſtrances and repreſentations; 
and, at laſt, fairly flung the door in his face. 155 
Such was the candour and the gratitude of the 
- incomparable Taycho.—The poor projector Thum- 
Khumm-qua found himſelf in a piteous caſe, while 
the whole nation reſounded with joy for the conqueſt 
which his ſagacity had planned, and his zeal carried 
into execution. He was not only abandbned by the 
miniſter Taycho; but alſo renounced by the whole 
ſect of the Banyans, who looked upon him as a wicked 
apoſtate, becauſe he had been concerned with thoſe 
who fought with the arm of fleſh. It was lucky for 
| him that he afterwards found favour with a ſubſequent 
miniſter, who had-not adopted all the maxims of his 
predeceſſor Taycho.—The only meaſures which this 
' egregious demagogue could hitherto properly call his 
con, were theſe: His ſubſidiary treaty with Brut-an- 
tiffi; his raiſing an immenſe army of mercenaries to 
act in Tartary for the benefit of that prince; his 
exacting an incredible ſum of money from the people 
of Japan; and finally, two ſucceſſive a:maments which 
he had ſent to annoy the ſea-coaſt of China: I have 
already given an account 'of the firſt, the intent of 
which was fruſtrated by a miſtake in the perſpectives. 
Ihe other was more fortunate in the beginning. 
Taycho had by the force of his genius, diſcovered that 
nothing ſo effectually deſtroyed the oiled paper which 
the Chineſe uſe in their windows inſtead of glaſs, as 
101 I * 2 2 the 
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the gold coin called Oban, when diſcharged from a 
military engine at a proper diſtance. He found that 
gold was more compact, more heavy, more mal · 
Jeable, and more manageable than any other metal 
or ſubſtance that he knew: he therefore provided 
a great quantity of obans, and a good body of 
fingers; and theſe being conveyed to the coaſt of 
China, in a ſquadron of Fune, as none of the Chi- 
neſe appeared to oppoſe theſe hoſtilities, a ſelect 
number of the troops were employed to make ducks - 
and drakes with the obans, on the ſuppoſition that 

this diverſion would allure the enemy to the ſea- ſide, 
where they might be knocked on the head without 
further trouble: but the care of their own ſafety. got 
the better of their curioſity on this occaſion; and 
fifty thouſand obans were expended in this manner, 
without bringing one Chineſe from his lurking- hole. 
Conſiderable damage was done to the windows of the 
enemy. Then the forces were landed in a village 
which they found deſerted. Here they burned ſome 
fiſhmg-boats; and from hence they carried off ſome -. 
military machines, which were brought to Meaco, 
and conveyed through the ſtreets in proceſſion, 
amidſt the acclamations of the Hydra, who ſung the . 
praiſe of Taycho.—Elevated by this triumph, the mi- 


piſter ſent forth the ſame armament a ſecond tine 


under a new general of his own chooſing, whoſe name 
was Hylib- bib, who had long entertained an opinion, 
that the inhabitants of China were not beings of fleſh 
and blood, but mere fantaſtic ſhadows, who could 
neither offend nor be offended. Full of this opinion, 
he made a deſcent on the coaſt of that empire; and 
to convince his followers that his notion was right, he 
advanced ſome leagues into the country, without 
having taken any precautions to ſecure à retreat, 
leaving the Fune at anchor upon an open beach. 

Some people alledged, that he depended upon the 
ſagacity of an engineer recommended to him by Tay: 
cho; which engineer had ſuch ar. excellent noſe, that 
he could ſmell a Chineſe at the diſtance of ten leagues: 

1 | but 
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but ik ſeerns the ſeent failed bim at this juncture. 
Perhaps the Chifeſe general had trailed ruſty bacon 
and other odoriferous ſubſtances to confound his ſenſe 
bf ſmelling. '' Perhaps no dew had fallen over wight, 
ind a ftrotig Breeze blew towards the enemy. Cer> 
tain it is Hylib-bib, in the evening, received repeated 
intelligenee that he was within half a league of a 
Chineſe general, at the head ofa body ef troops greatly 
fuperiof in number to the Japaneſe forces which he 
himſelf commahded. He ſtill believed it was all 
Mufioh; and when he heard their drums beat, declared 


it was no more than a ridiculous enchantment. He 


19. proper, however, to retreat towards the ſea- 
fide;. But this he did with great deliberation, after 
hiving given the enemy fair notice by beat of drum. 
His môtionis wete fo flow, that he took ſeven hours to 


march three miles. When he reached the ſRore where 


the Fune Were at anchor, he ſaw the whole body of 
the Chineſe Urawh' up on à Filing ground ready to 
begin the attack. He ordered his rear-guard to face 


Abut on the-ſuppoſition thit the phantoms would 


diſappear” us ſbon as they ſhewed their faces; but 
finding himſelf miſtaken, and perceiving ſome of his 


dn people to drop, in conſequence of miſſiles that 


came from the enemy, he very calmly embarked with 


Bis van, leaving his fear to amuſe the Chineſe, by 


Whem they were,” in leſs than flve minutes, either 
maſfacted or taken. Froth this ſmall diſgrace the 
r deduced two important cbrollaries; firſt, that 

e. Clitheſe wert actually material beings capable of 


iupülſton, and ſecondly, that his engineer's noſe was 


hot altogether ihfallible The people of Meaco did 
fibt- ſtem to reliſn the experiments by which theſe 
ideas Were äſcertained. The monſter was heard to 
grunt in differefit ſtreets of the thetropolis; and theſe 
notes of diſcontent produced the uſual effect in the 
bowels of Fikatkaka ; but orator Taycho had his 
flowers of rhetoric and his bowl of mandragora in 
readineſs, He alfured them that Hylib-bib 2 
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ve employed for the future in Keeping ſheep on the 
iland of Xicoco, and the engineer be ſent to hunt 
truffles on the mountains of Ximo. Then he ten- 
dered his doſe, which the Hydra ſwallowed with ſigns 
of pleaſure; and laſtly, he mounted upon its back, and 


rode in triumph under the windows of the aſtoniſhed = 


Cuboy, who, while he ſhifted his trowſers, exclaimed 
in a'rapture of joy, All hail, Taycho, thou prince 
of monſter- taming men! the Dairo ſhall kick thy 

, and I will kiſs them in token of apptobation 
and applauſe, N 62, 

The time was now come hah F arti, which had 
hitherto ſmiled upon the Chineſe arms, reſolved to turn 
tail to that vain-glorious nation; and preciſely at the 
ſatme inſtant Taycho undertook to diſplay his whole 
capacity in the management of the war. But before 
he aſſumed this province, it was neceſſary that he 


ſhould eſtabliſh a deſpotiſm in the council of Twenty. 


eight, ſome members of which had ſtill the preſump · 
tion to offer their advice towards the adminiſtration of 
affairs. This council being aſſembled by the Dairo's 
order, to deliberate upon the objects of the next cam- 
paign, the preſident began by aſking the opinion of 
Taycho, who was the youngeſt member; upon which 
the orator made no articulate reply, but cried “ Bas 
ba-ba-ba!”? The Dairo exclaimed Boh!“ The 
Fatzman caculated the interjection © Piſh!” The 
Cuboy ſat in filent aſtoniſhment. - Gotto- mio ſwore 


the man was dumb, and hinted ſomething of lu- 
nacy. Fokſi- rokou ſhook his head; and Soo- ſan- ſin- 


ſhrugged up his ſhoulders. At length, Fika-kaka 
going round and kiſſing Taycho on the forehead, 
My dear boy (cried he) - Gad's curſe ! what's the 
matter? Do but open the ſluices of your eloquence 
once more, my dear orator ;—let us have one ſimile 
one dear ſimile; and then 1 ſhall die contented.—- 
With reſpect to the operations of the cam gn don't 
you think” Here he was anterrupted with “ Ka, ka, 

ka, e 1 _ 5 25 — che ; Caboy) Ba, 
| 1 Hh g 5: ba- ba, 
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ba- ba, ka-ka-ka | that's the language of children“ 
* And children you ſhall be (exclaimed the orator), 
Here is a two-penny trumpet for the amuſement 
of the illuſtrious Got-hama-baba;z a ſword of gin- 
gerbread covered with gold-leaf for the Fatzman 
and a rattle for my lord Cuboy, I have, likewiſe, 
ſugar-plumbs for the reſt of the council.” 80 
ſaying, he, without ceremony, advanced to the Dairo, 
and tied a ſcarf round the eyes of his imperial ma- 
Jelly then he produced a number of padlocks, 
and ſealed up the lips of every Quo in council, be- 
fore they could recollect themſelves from their firſt 
aſtoniſhment. The aſſembly broke up abruptly; and 
the Dairo was conducted to his cabinet by the Fatzman 
and the Cuboy, which laſt endeavoured to divert the 
chagrin of his royal maſter, by blowing the trumpet 
and ſhaking the rattle in his ears: but Got-hama- 
baba could not be ſo eaſily appeaſed. He growled 
like an enraged bear, at the indignity which had been 
offered to him, and kicked the Cuboy before as well 
as behind. Mr. Orator Taycho was fain to come to 
an explanation. He aſſured the Dairo, it was ne- 
ceſlary that his imperial majeſly ſhould remain in the 
dark, and that the whole council ſhould be muzzled 
for a ſeaſon, otherwiſe he could not accompliſh the 
reat things he had projected in favour of the farm of 
Veſſo. He declared, that while his majeſty remained 

blindfold, be would enjoy all his other ſenſes in greater 
perfection; that his ears would be every day regaled 
with the ſhouts of triumph, conveyed in notes of 
uncommon melody; and that the leſs quantity of 
animal ſpirits was expended in viſion, the greater pro- 
portion would flow to his extremities ; conſequently, 
his pleaſure would be more acute in his pedeſtrian 
exercitations upon the Cuboy and others whom he 
delighted to hotour. He, therefore, exhorted him to 
undergo a total privation of eye-ſight, which was at 
beſſ. a troubleſame faculty, that expoſed mankind to a 
greut variety of diſagreeable ſpectacles. This was a 
propoſal which the Dairo did not reliſh: on the con- 
trary 1 
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trary, he waxed exceedingly wroth, and told the orator 
he would rather enjoy one tranſient glance of the farm 
of Veſſo, than the moſt exquiſite delights that could 
be procured for all the other ſenſes. © To gratify 
your majeſty with that ineffable pleaſure, (cried Tay- 
cho) I have devoted myſelf, ſoul and body, and even 
reconciled contradictions. I have renounced all my 
former principles without forfeiting the influence 
whichz by profeſſing thoſe principles, I had gained. 
I have obtained the moſt aſtoniſhing victories over 
common ſenſe, and even refuted mathematical demon- 
ſtration. The many-headed Mob, which no former 
demagogue could ever tame, I have taught to fetch 
and to carry; to dance to my pipe; to bray to my 
tune; to ſwallow what I preſent without murmuring 
to lick my feet when 1 am angry; and kiſs the rod 
when I think proper to chaſtiſe it. I have done more, 
my liege; I have prepared a drench for it, which, 
like Lethe, waſhes away the remembrance of what is 
ps and takes away all ſenſe of its own condition. I 
ave {wept away all the money of the empire; and 
3 the people not only to beggar themſelves, 

ut likewiſe to entail indigence upon their lateſt poſ- 
terity; and all for the ſake of Veſſo. It is by dint of 
theſe efforts I have been able to ſubſidize Brut- an- tiffi, 


and raiſe an army of one hundred thouſand men to 


defend your imperial majeſty's farm, which, were the 
entire property of it brought to market, would not 
fetch one-third part of the fums which are now yearly 
expended in its defence. I ſhall ſtrike but one great 
ſtroke in the country of Fatſiſio, and then turn the 
whole ſtream of the war into the channel of Tartary, 
until the barren plains of Leſſo are fertilized with 
human blood. In the mean time, I muſt inſiſt upon 
your majeſty's continuing in the dark, and amuſing 
yourſelf in your cabinet with the trumpet and other 
gew-gaws which I have provided for your diverſion; 
otherwiſe I quit the reins of adminiſtration, and turn 
the monſter out of my trammels; in which caſe, like 
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the "Op that returns to its vomit, it will not fail to 


take up its former prejudices againſt Leſſo. which 1 
have with ſuch pains obliged it to reſign. —® O my 
dear Taycho! (cried the affrighted Dairo) talk not of 


leaving me in ſuch a dreadful dilemma. Rather than 


the dear farm ſhould fall into the hands of the Chineſe, 
I would be contented to be led about blindfold all 
the days of my life. Proceed in your own way.—1 
inveſt you with full power and authority, not only to 
gag my whole council, but even to nail their ears tb 
the pillory, ſhould it be found neceſſary for the benefit 
of Leſſo. In token of which delegation, preſent your 


poſteriors, and Iwill beſtow upon you a double portion 


of my favour.“ Taycho humbly thanked his impe- 
rial. majeſty. for the great honour he intended him; 
but begged leave to decline the ceremony, on account 


of the hæmorrhoids, which at that time gave him __ 


15 Sons: 

The orator having thus l all oppoſition i in 
the. council of Twenty-eight, repaired to his own 
houſe, in order to plan the operations of the enſuing 
campaign. Though he had reinforced the army in 
Tartary with the flower of the Japaneſe ſoldiery, and 
deſtined a ſtrong ſquadron of Fune, as uſual, to pa- 
rade on the coaſt of China; he foreſaw it would be 
neceſſary to amuſe the people with ſome new ſtroke 
on the fide of Fatſiſio, which indeed was the original, 
and the moſt natural ſcene of the war. He locked 
himſelf up in his cloſet, and in conſulting the map of 
Fatſiſio, he found that the principal Chineſe ſettle- 
ment of that Ifland, was a fortified town called. Quib- 
quab, to which there was acceſs by two different ave- 
nues ; one by a broad, rapid, navigable river, on the 
banks of which the town was fituated ; and the other 
by an inland route over mountains, lakes, and dan- 
gerous torrents. He meaſured the map with his 
compaſs, and perceived that both routes were nearly 
of the ſame length; and therefore he reſolved: that 
che forces in Fatſiſio, —_ divided into two equal 
544 bodies, 
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bodies, ſhould approach the place by the two dife 
ferent avenues, on the ſuppoſition that they would 
both arrive before the walls of Quib-quab at the ſame 
inſtant of time. The conduct of the inland expe- 
dition was given to Taff-rai, who now commanded in 
chief in Fatſiſio; and the reſt of the troops were ſent 
up the great river, under the auſpices of Ya-loff, who 


had ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the courſe 


ef the preceding year. W e nouns 

Orator Taycho had received ſome articles of intel» 
ligence which embarraſſed him a little at firſt; but 
theſe difficulties ſoon vaniſhed before the vigour of 
his reſolutions. He knew, that not only the town of 
Quib-quab was fortified by art, but alſo, that the 
whole adjacent country was almoſt impregnable by 
nature: that one Chineſe general blocked up the 
paſſes with a ſtrong body af forces, in the route which 


was to be followed by Vaff.rai; and that another 
commanded a ſeparate corps in the neighbourhood of 


Quib-quab, equal, at leaſt, in number to the detach- 
ment of Ta- loff, whom he might therefore either 
prevent from landing, or attack after he ſhould be 
landed: or finally, ſnould neither of theſe attempts 
ſucceed, he might reinforce the garriſon of Quib- 
quab, ſo as to make it more numerous than the be- 


ſieging army, which, according to the rules of war, 


ought to be ten times the number of the beſieged, 
On the other hand, in order to invalidate theſe ob- 
jections, he reflected that Fortune, which hath ſuch a 
ſhare in all military events, is inconſtant and varia- 
ble; that as the Chineſe had been ſo long ſucceſsful 
in Fatſiſio, it was now their turn to be unfortunate, 
He reflected that the dæmon of folly was capricious ; 
and that as it had ſo long poſſeſſed the rulers and 

generals of Japan, it was high time it ſhould ſhift its 
quarters, arid occupy the brains of the enemy; in 
which cafe they would quit their advantageous poſts, 
and commit ſome blunder that would lay them at 
the mercy of the Japaneſe.—With reſpect to the re- 
duction of Quib-quab, he had heard, indeed, ** 
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the beſiegers ought to be ten times the number of the 
garriſon beſieged; but as every Japanęſe was ęquiva - 
lent to ten ſubjects of China, he thought the match 
was pretty equal. He reflected, that even if this ex- 
pedition ſhould not ſucceed, it would be of little 
conſequence to his reputation, as he could plead at 
home, that he neither conceived the original plan, 
nor appointed any of the officers concerned in the 
execution. It is true, he might have teinforced the 
army in Fatſiſio, ſo as to leave very little to Fortune: 
but then he muſt have ſubſtracted ſomething from 
the ſtrength of the operations in Tartary, which was 


now become the favourite ſcene of the war; or he 


muſt have altogether ſuſpended the execution of an- 
other darling ſcheme, which was literally his own 
conception. Thete was an iſland in the great Indian 


ocean, at à conſiderable diſtance from Fatſiſio; and 


here the Chineſe had a ſtrong ſettlement. Taycho 
was) inflamed with the ambition of reducing this 
Wand, which was called Thin- quo; and for this pur- 
pole he reſolved to embark a body of forces which 
thould co-operate with the: ſquadron of Fune deſtined 
to cruize in thoſe latitudes.— The only difficulty that 
remained, was to chooſe a general to direct this en- 
terprize. He peruſed a uſt of all the military officers 
in Japan; and as they were all equal in point of re- 
putation, he began to examine their names, in order 
to pitch upon that which ſhould appear to be the 
moſt ſignificant: and in this particular Taycho was 
a little ' ſuperſtitious. Not but that ſurnames, when 
properly beſtowed, might be rendered very uſeful 
terms of diſtinction: but I muſt tell thee, Peacock, 
nothing can be more prepoſterouſly abſurd than the 
practice of inheriting cognomina, which ought ever to be 
purely perſonal. I would aik thee, for example, what 
propriety there was in giving the name . Xenophon,, 
which ſignifies one hat ſpeaks a foreign language, to the 
celebrated Greek who diſtinguiſhed himſelf, not only 
as a conſummate captain, but allo as an elegant writer 
in his. mother tongue? What could be more ridicu- 
His lous 
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tous than to denomiate the great ꝓhiloſopher of Cro- 
tona Pythagoras, which implies a inkiug ſpeech ? Or 
what could be more miſapplied than the name of 
the weeping philoſopher Heraclitus, ſignifying military 
glory ? The inheritance of ſurnames, among the Ro- 
mans, Produced {till more ludicrous: conſequences. 
The beſt and nobleſt families in Rome derived their 
names from the coarſeſt employments, or elſe from 
the corporeal blemiſhes of their anceſtors. The Pi- 
fones were millers: the Cicerones and the Lentuli were 
ſo called from the velcſies and the lentils which their 
forefathers dealt in. The Fabij were ſo denominated 
from a dung- pit, in which the firſt of the family 
was begot by ſtealth in the way of fornication. A 
ploughman gave riſe to the great family of the Serrani, 
the ladies of which always went without ſmocks. 
The Suilli, the Bubulci, and the Porci, were deſcended 
from a ſwine- herd, a cow- herd, and a hog-butcher.— 
What could be more diſgraceful, than to call the ſena- 
tor Strabo, Squintum; or à fine young lady of the 
houſe of Peri, Pigſnies? or to diſtinguiſh a matron 
of the Limi, by the appellation of Sheep's - eye ? 
What could be more diſhonourable than to give the 
jurname of Snub-noſe to P. Silius, the proprætor, be- 
cauſe his great - great · great grand- father had a noſe of 


that make? Ovid, indeed, had a long noſe, and 


therefore was juſtly denominated Naſo: but why 
ſhould Horace be called Flaccus, as if his ears had 
been ſtretched in the pillory: I need not mention 
the Burrhi, Nigri, Rufi, Aquilij, and Rutilij, becauſe 
we have the ſame foohſh ſurnames in England; and 
even the Lappa; for I myſelf know a very pretty 
miſs called Rougſi- head, though in fact there is not a 
young lady in the Bills of Mortality, who takes more 
pains to dreſs her hair to the beſt advantage. The 
famous dictator whom the deputies of Rome found 
at the plough, was known by the name of Cincinnatus, 
or Ragged-head. Now I leave you to judge how it 
would found in theſe days, if a footman at the play- 
houſe ſhould call out, My Lady Ragged-head's 


coach. 
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car. Room for my Lady Ragged - head.” I am 
doubtful whether the Engliſh name of Hale does not 
come from the Roman cognomen Ha/a, which ſigni- 
fied finking-breath. What need I mention the P/auri, 
Panci, Valei, Vari, Vutiæ, and Scauri; the Tuditani, 
the Malici, Ceneftelle, and Lectræ; in other words, the 
y - foots, "Bandy - legs, Shamble « ſhins, Baker-kneet, 
lub ford, Hammer-heads, Chubby-cheeks, Bald-heads, 
and Letellers.—I ſhall not ſay a word of the Buteo, or 
Biizzard, that I may not be obliged to explain the 
meaning of the word Triorchis, from whence it takes 
its denomination ; yet all thoſe were great families in 
Rome. But 1 cannot help taking notice of ſome of 
the ſame improprieties, which have crept into the 
— * 7 and cuſtoms of this country, Let us ſup- 
pole, for example, a foreigner reading an Engliſh 
news-paper in theſe terms: Laft Tueſday the right 


| honourable Timothy Sillyman, ſecretary of ſtate for the 


Southern department, gave a grand entertainment to 
the nobility and gentry at his houſe in Knaves-acre, 
The evening was concluded with a ball,, which was 
opened by Sir Samuel Hog and Lady Diana Rough- 
end. We hear there is purpoſe of marriage between 
Mr. Alderman Small- cock and Miſs Harriot Hair + 
fones,"a young lady of great fortune and ſuperlative 
merit. By the laſt mail from Germany, we have cer - 
tain advice of a compleat victory which Generul 
Comard has obtained over the enemy. On this occa- 
ſion the general diſplayed all the intrepidity of the 
moſt renowned hero: hy the fame canal we are in- 
formed, that Lieutenant Litt/e-fear has been broke 
by a court-martial for cowardice. We bear that 
Edward Weſt, Eſq; will be elected prefident of the 
directors of the Zaft India company ſor the enſuing 
year. It is reported, that Commodore Mort, will be 

it with a ſquadron into the South-Sea.—Captains 
Ea und Sonth are appointed by the Lords of the 
Admiraity, commanders of two frigates to ſail on the 
hfcovery of the North-2we/t paſſage:-—Yeſterday morn- 


ing Sir Jon Summer, Bart, lay dangeroully ill at his 


houſe 


ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM. 383 


houſe in Spring-garden : he is attended by Dr. IM inter- 
but there are no hopes of his recoyery,—Saturday 
laſt Philip Fraſt, a dealer in Cunpotuder, died at his 
houſe on Snow-/ill, of a, high fever caught by over- 
heating himſelf in walking for a wager from Na Man's 
Land to the World's End, —Laſt week Mr. Jun Fug, 
teacher of aftronomy in Rotherhith, was married to 
the widow Fairweather of Puddledock. — We hear 
from Bath, that on Thurſday laſt, a duel was fought 
on Lanſdown, by Captain Sparrow and Richard 
Hawke, Eq; in which the latter was mortally wound- 
ed,—Friday laſt ended the ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, 
when the following perſons received ſentence of death. 
Leonard Lamb, for the murder of Julius Holf ; and 
Henry Grave, for robbing and aſſaulting Dr. Death, 
whereby the {aid Death was put in fear of his life. 
Giles Goſling, for defrauding Simon Fox of four guineas 
and his watch, by ſubtle craft, was tranſported for 
ſeven years; and David Drinkwater was ordered to 
be ſet in the ſtocks, as an habitual drunkard. . The 
trial of Thomas Green, whitſter at Fulham, for a rape 
on the body of Flora White, a mulatto, was put off 
till next ſeſſions, on account of the abſence of two 
material evidences, viz. Sarah Brown, clear-ſtarcher 
of Pimlico, and Anthony Black, ſcarlet-dyer of Wandſ- 


worth.“ I aſk thee, Peacock, whether a ſenſible 


foreigner, who underſtood the literal meaning of theſe 
names, which are all truly Britiſb, would not think 
ye were a nation of humoriſts, who delighted in croſs- 
purpoſes and ludicrous ſingularity ? But, indeed, ye 
are not more abſurd. in this particular, than ſome of 
your neighbours. I know a Frenchman of the name 
of Bouvier, which ſignifies Corw-keeper, pique: himfelf 
upon his noblefle ; and a general called Valavoir, is 
{aid to have loſt his life by the whimſical impropriety 
of his ſurname, which ſignifies “ Go and ſee;—You 


Abe general taking a ſolitary walk in the evening, was queſ< 
tioned by a ſentinel, and auſyered * Va la wir,” The ſoldier 
DO ONE taking 
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may remember an Italian miniſter called Groſa-te/a, 
or Great-head, though in fact he had ſcarce any head 
at all. That nation has, likewiſe, its Sforzas, Mala- 
teſtas, Boccaniprns, Porcinas, Giudices; its Colonnas, Mu- 
 ratorios, Medicis, and Gozzi; Endeavours, Chuckle-heads, 
Black Muzzles, Hogs, Fudges, Pillars, Maſons, Leeches, 
and Chubby-chops. Spain has its Almohadas, Girones, 
treras, Urfinas, and Zapatas; ſignifying Cuſhions, 
Gores, Bullochs, Bears, and Slippers. The Turks, 
in other reſpects a ſenſible people, fall into the ſame 
extravagance, with reſpect to the inheritance of ſur- 
names. An Armenian merchant, to whom I once 
- belonged at Aleppo, uſed to dine at the houſe of a 
cook whoſe name was Clock-maker ; and the hand- 
ſomeſt Ichoglan in the Baſhaw's ſeraglio was ſur- 
named Crook-back, If we may believe the hiſtorian 
Buch, there was the ſaine impropriety in the ſame 
epithet beſtowed upon Richard III. king of England, 
who, he ſays, was one of the beſt - made men of the 
age in which he lived: but here I muſt contradict 
the ſaid Buch, from my own knowledge. Richard 
had, undoubtedly, one ſhoulder higher than the other, 
and his left arm was a little ſhrunk and contracted: 
but, notwithſtanding the ungracious colours in which 
he has been drawn by the flatterers of the houſe of 
Lancaſter, I can aſſure thee, Peacock, that Richard 
was a prince of a very agreeable aſpect, and excelled 
in every perſonal- accompliſhment ; neither was his 
heart a ſtranger to the ſofter paſſions of tenderneſs 
and pity. The very night that preceded the fatal 
battle of Boſworth, in which he loſt his life, he went 
. tn diſguiſe to the houſe of a farmer in the neighbour- 
. . hoody to viſit an infant ſon there boarded, who was 
the fruit of an amour between him and a young lady 
of. the firſt, condition. Upon this occaſion, he em- 


| taking the words in the literal ſenſe, repeated the. challenge: he 
was anſwered in the ſame manner; and being affronted, fired upon 
the general, who fell dead on the ſpot. - RF 
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braced the child with all the marks of paternal affec- 
tion, and doubtful of the iſſue of the approaching 
battle, ſhed a flood of tears at parting from him, after 
having recommended him to the particular care of his 
nurſe, to whom he gave money and jewels to a con- 
ſiderable value. After the cataſtrophe of Richard 
this houſe was plundered, and the nurſe with diffi- 
culty eſcaped. to another part of the country; but 
as the enemies of Richard now prevailed, ſhe never 
durſt reveal the ſecret of the boy's birth; and he was 
bred up as her own ſon to the trade of brick-laying, 
in which character he lived and died in an advanced 
age at London.— Moreover, it is but juſtice in me, 
who conſtituted part of one of. Richard's yeomen of 
the guard, to aſſure thee that this prince was not fo 
wicked and cruel as he has been repreſented. The 
only ſhare he had in the death of his brother Clarence, 
was his forbearing to interpoſe in the behalf of that 
prince with their elder brother king Edward IV. who, 
in fact, was the greateſt brute of the whole family: 
neither did he poiſon his own wife ; nor employ aſ- 
ſaſſins to murder his two nephews in the Tower. Both 
the boys were given by Tyrrel in charge to a German 
Jew, with directions to breed them up as his own 
children, in a remote country; and the eldeſt died 
of a fever at Embden, and the other afterwards ap- 
peared as claimant of the Engliſh crown :—all the 
world knows how he finiſhed his career. under the 
name of Perkin Warbeck,—So much for the abuſe 
of ſurnames, in the inveſtigation of which I might 
have uſed thy own by way of illuſtration; for, if thou 
and all thy generation were put to the rack, they 
would not be able to give any tolerable reaſon why 
thou ſhouldeſt be: called Peacock rather than Crablouſe.. 
hut it is now high time to return to the thread of 
our narration. Taycho, having conſidered the liſt of 
officers, without finding one name which implied any 
active virtue, reſolved that the choice ſhould depend 
upon accident. He huſtled them all together in his 
vol. vr, c "CO cap, 
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cap, and putting in his hand at random, drew forth 
that of Hob-nob; a perſon who had grown old in 
obſcurity, without ever 2 found an opportunity 
of being concerned in actual ſervice. His very name 
was utterly unknown to Fika-kaka; and this cir- 
cumſtance the grator conſidered as a lucky omen; fot 
as the Cuboy had ſuch a remarkable knack at find: 
ing out the leaſt qualified ſubje&s, and overlooking 
merit, his new colleague concluded (not without ſome 
ſhadow of reaſon) that Hob-nob's being unknown to 
the prime miniſter, was a ſort of negative prefump- 
tion in favour of his character. This officer was ac- 
cordingly placed at the head of an armament, and 
ſent againft the iſland of Thin-quo, in the conqueſt of 
which he was to be ſupported by a ſquadron of Fune 
already in thoſe latitudes, under the command of the 
chief He-Rhumn. . 2 
The voyage was performed without loſs: the troops 
were landed without oppoſition. They had already 
advanced towards a riſing- ground which commanded 
the principal town of the iſland, and He-Rhumn had 
offered to land and draw the artillery by the mariners 
of his ſquadron, when Hob-nob had a dream which 
diſconcerted all his meafures. He dreamed that he 
entertained all the iſlanders in the temple of the White 
Horſe; and that his own grandmother did the honours 
of the table.—Indeed he could not have performed a 
greater act of charity; for they were literally in danger 
of periſhing by famine. Having conſulted his inter- 
ter on this extraordinary dream, he was given to 
underſtand that the omen was unlucky; that if he 
perſiſted in his hoſtilities, he himſelf would be taken 
priſoner, and offered up as a facrifice to the idol of the 
place. While he ruminated on this unfavourable 
reſponſe, the principal inhabitants of the iſland af- 
ſembled, in order to. deliberate upon their own de- 
olorable ſituation. They had neither troops, arms, 
fortifications, nor proviſion, and deſpaired of ſupphes, 
as the fleet of Japan ſurrounded the ifland. In this 
F emergency, 
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emergenc tlie detertined tb ſubmit without Opp 
ſition 00 ee a deputation t to go and 2 
5 tender of the mand to K thus. nob. This 
eputation, _ ;receded by ite flags of ttuce, the 
ae commander no ſooner deſctied, thati ke 
Aeg upon the IoterpretaliGn of his dream 0 
miſtook the deputies with their white flags i 
Bonzas of the Idol to which he was to be fie rificed; 
and, being ſorely troubled in mind, ordeted t troops 
to be imtnediately teimbarked notwithſtanding th 
e&hottations of He: Rhumin, : an the = 
Rha-rin- tutum, the ſecond in command who uſe 


a K alt after th wh were fairly on board, re- 
turned te th town, fingit runs ih praiſe of the 1d61 
Fo, Who, they i imag 109, #4 Fonfounded the under- 
ſtandihg of the Japaneſs general 6 

The attempt upon Thin- quo Havihg t thus milcarried, 
Hob- nob declared he would return 4 6 Japan; but 
was with great difficulty Perlusded by c commander 
of the Fine and ye own ſecond, to make 2 * 
upon another ifland belongi ing to the Chin te, called 

ua-cbil, where they affured bY him he woul: . With 
% op ohitiba. As he had no dream to dex 9 
from this 1 he ſuffered hirhſelf to be perſuad 


1180 bee tlie ehetny. in moti ion, 


And actually m ade good his 1; nding: but the 11 | 


cecaped by the app dn of his grand- mother, had 
made ſuc 40 ebene on upon his mind, as 18 
he conſtitution of bis body. Before he was viſt ited 
y another fiich viſion, he ſickened and died; and in 
quence of his 1 Rhä-f fin-tut m ad He- 
humn made 4 conqueſt of ih? U0an of Qua- chu, 
Which was much more 19 5 than Thin- quo, the Felt 
and ſole Wieck of the expedition. hen the firſt news 
of this ſecond deſcent, arrived in Japan, the miniftry 
Were in the utmoſt confuſion, Mr. orator Taycho 
ad 156 {cruz ple to. declare that ge ereral Hob- -nob 
miitdehaded; firſt, in relinqui ſhing Thin-quo, 
e e 2 upon 
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upon ſuch a frivolous pretence as the ſuppoſed appa- 


rition of an old woman; ſecondly, 1 in attempting the 
conqueſt of another place, which was not ſo much as 
mentioned in his inſtructions. The truth is, the im- 


portance of Qua- chu was not known to the cabinet of 


Japan. Fika-kaka believed it was ſome place on the 
continent of Tartary, and exclaimed in a violent paſ⸗- 
ſion, Rot the block-head, Hob-nob; he'll D395 an 
army of Chineſe on his back in a twinkling » When 
the preſident Soo- ſan- ſin· o aſſured him that Qua: chu 
was a rich iſland at an immenſe diſtance from the con- 
tinent of Tartary, the Cuboy inſiſted upon Eiſſing his 


excellency's poſteriors for the agreeable information 


he had received. In a few weeks arrived the tidings 
of the iſland's being totally reduced by Rha · rin tumm 
and He-Rhumn.— Then the conqueſt was publiſhed 
throughout the empire of Japan with every circum- 
ſtance of exaggeration. The blatant begſt brayed 
applauſe. The rites of Fakkubafi were celebrated 
with unuſual ſolemnity; and hymns of triumph were 


ſung to the glory of the great Taycho. Even the 
Cuboy arrogated to himſelf ſome mare of the honour 


4 5 by this expedition; inaſmuch as the general 
ha- rin- tumm was the brother of his friend Mr. Se- 
cretary No-bo-dy. Fi ika-kaka gave a grand entertain 


ment at his palace, where he appeared crowned with 


a garland of the Tiktburaſiba, or laurel of Japan; and 
eat ſo much of the ſoup of Joniłu or famous Swallow's- 


1 f, that he was for three days troubled with BHatulen. 


cies and indigeſtion. 
In the midſt of all this feſtivity, the! emperor fit 


growled and grumbled about Veſſo. His new ally 


Brut-an-tiffi had met with a variety of fortune; and 
even ſuffered ſome ſhocks, which orator Taycho, with 
all his art, could not keep from the knowledge of the 
Dairo. —Hs' had been ſeverely drubbed by the Mant- 
choua, who had advanced for that purpoſe even to his 
court- yard: but this was nothing in compariſon to an- 
other diſaſter, from which he 0 la a N 
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The Great Khan had employed one of his moſt wily. 
and enterpriſing chiefs to ſeize Brut-an-tiffi by ſur- 

prize, that he might be brought to juſtice, and ex- 
ecuted as a felon and perturbator of the public peace. 

Kunt-than, who was the. partiſan - pitched upon for 
this ſervice, practiſed a thouſand ſtratagems to decoy. 
Brut-an-tifi into a careleſs ſecurity; but he was. {till 
baffled by the vigilance of Yam-a-Kheit, a famous 
ſoldier. of fortune, who had engaged in the ſervice of 
the outlawed Tartar. At length the opportunity 
offered, when this captain was ſent out to lay the coun- 
try under contribution. Then Kunt-than marching. 
ſolely in the dead of night, caught Brut-an-tifi nap-. | 
ping. He might have ſlain him apon the ſpot; but 
his orders were to take him alive, that he might be 
made a public example; accordingly, his - centinels- 
being diſpatched, he was pulled out of bed, and his 
hands were already tied with cords, like thoſe of a 
common malefactor, when, by his roaring and bel- 
lowing, he gave the alarm to Yam-a-Kheit, who 
chanced to be in the neighbourhood, returning from 
his excurſion.— He made all the haſte he could, and 
came up in the very nick of time to ſave his maſter. 
He fell upon the party of Kunt-than with ſuch fury, 
that they were fain to quit their prey: then he cut 
the fetters of Brut- an- tiffi, who took to his heels and 
fled with incredible expedition, leaving his preſerver in 
the midſt of his enemies, by whom he was overpowered, 
ſtruck from his horſe, and trampled to death. The 
grateful Tartar not only deſerted this brave captain in 
uch extremity, but he alſo took care to aſperſe his 

memory, by inſinuating that Yam-a-Kheit had under- 
taken to watch him while he took his repoſe, and had 
himſelf fallen aſleep upon his poſt, by which neglect 
of duty the Oſtrog had been enabled to penetrate 
into his quarters. Tis an ill wind that blows no- 
body good: - the fame diſaſter that deprived him of 
a good officer, afforded him an opportunity to ſhift 
the blame of neglect from his own ſhoulders to * 
| „ of 
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— 


he had obtained. 
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3 THE, kigrozr a 
of a pęrſon who could not anſwer for himſelf. In the 
ſame manner, your general A——y acquitted himfelf 
A the'charge of LOR ud for the attack of Ta, 
by accuſing his engineer, who, having kalen in the 
battle, could not contradid bis affertion. In regard 
to the affair with the Mantchoux, Brut-an-tiffi was 


reſolved (o fwear trith Gut of Tartary by meer dint 


of impudence. I 


-& 


he very article of running away, 
3 29 uy a nn b . . * 45 48 4 
to PrP eget the report of the great victory 
| btained. He lent the PDairo a circumſtantial 
detail of his own proweſs, and, expatiated upon the 


he bega 


' covardice of the Mantchoux, who. he {aid had va- 


niſhed. from him like quick-filver, at the very time 
when they were quietly poſſeſſed of the field of battle, 
and be himſelf was calling upon the. mountains to 
cover him. It niuſt have been. in imitation, of this 


great original, that the Inſpector, of tympanitical. me- 


rory, affured the public in one of his ſucubrations, 


that a certain tall Hibernian was afraid of looking him 


Fi 


in the face; becaule the ſaid poltroon had kicked his 
Breech the night before in preſence of five, hundred 


people, 


Fortune had, nom abandoned. the Chineſe, in good 


| earneſt, Two ſquadrons of, their Fune had been ſuc- 


ceſlively taken, deſtroyed, or diſperſed, by, the Japaneſe, 
commanders Or-nbos and Fal-khanz and they had, 
loft ſuch a number of ſingle. junks, that they were 
ſcarce able to keep the ſea. On the coaſt of Africa 
they. were driven from the ſettlement. of Kho-rhe, by. 
the commander Kha-fell. In the extremity. of Afia, 
they had an army totally defeated. by the Japaneſe 
captain Khutt-whang, and many of their ſettlements, 
were taken. In Fafſiſio, they loſt, another battle to 

an- oni, and divers ſtrong holds. In the neighbour- 
hood of Veſſo, Bron · xi- tic, who commanded the mer- 
cenary, army of Japan on that continent, had been 


obliged to retreat before the Chineſe from poſt to 


pillar, till at length he found it abſolutely neceſſary to 
raaintun his poſition, even at the. riſque of being at. 
„% A tr FS 9 ked 
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tacked by the enemy, that outnumbered him greatly. 
He choſe an advantageous poſt, where he thought 
himſelf ſecure; and went to ſleep at his uſual time of 
reſt. The Chineſe general reſolving to beat up his 
quarters in the night, ſelected a body of horſe for that 
purpaſe, and put them in motion accordingly. It 
was happy for Bron-xi-tic that this detachment fell 
upon à quarter where there happened to be a kennel 
of Japaneſe dogs, which are as famous as the bull-dogs 
of England. Theſe animals, ever on the watch, not 
only gave the alarm, but at the ſame time fell upon 
the Chineſe horſes with ſuch impetueſity, that the 
enemy were diſordered, and had actually fled before 
Bron-xi-tic could bring up his troops to action. All 
that he ſaw of the battle, when he came up, was a 
ſmall number of killed and wounded, and the cavalry 
of the enemy ſcampering off in confuſion, though at 
a great diſtance from the field. No matter; —he 
found means to paint this famous battle of Mya-than 
in ſuch colours as dazzled the weak eye- ſight of the 
Japaneſe. monſter, which bellowed hoarſe applauſe 
through all its throats; and in its hymns of triumph 
equalled Bron-xi-tic even to the unconquerable Brut- 
an- tiffi, which laſt, about this time, received at his 
own door another beating from the Mantchoux, ſo 
ſevere that he lay for ſome time without exhibiting 
any ſigns of life; and, indeed, owed his ſafety to a 
very extraordinary circumſtance. An Oſtrog chief 
called Llha-dahn, who had reinforced the Mantchoux 
with a very conſiderable body of horſe before the battle, 
inſiſted upon carrying off the carcaſe of Brut- an- tiffi, 
that it might be hung up on a gibbet ix terrorem, 
before the pavilion of the great Khan. The general 
of the Mantchoux, on the other hand, declared he 
would have it flayed upon the ſpot, and the ſkin ſent 
as a trophy to his ſovereign, This diſpute produced 
| a great deal of abuſe betwixt thoſe barbarians; and it 
was with great difficulty ſome of their inferior chiefs, 

who were wiſer than themſelves, prevented them from 


CE 4 going 


——— — v7 — — 


was repulſed with conſiderable ſlaughter. He ſent 
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going by the ears together. In a word, the confuſion 
and anarchy that enſued, afforded an opportunity to 
one of Brut- an- tiffi's partiſans to ſteal away the body 
of his maſter, whom the noiſe of the conteſt had juft 

rouſed from his ſwoon. LIha-dahn perceiving he 
was gone, rode off in diſguſt with all his cavalry; and 
the Mantchoux, inſtead of following the blow, made 
a retrograde motion towards their own'country, which 
allowed Brut- an- tiffi time to breathe. Three ſucceſſive 
diſaſters of this kind would have been ſufficient to 


lower the military character of any warrior, in the 


opinion of any public that judged from their own 
ſenſes and reflection: but, by this time, the Japaneſe 
had quietly refigned all-their natural perceptions, and 
paid the moſt implicit faith to every article broached 
by their apoſtle Taycho. The more it ſeemed to 
contradi& . common reaſon and common evidence, 
the more 'greedily was it fwallowed as a myſterious 
dogma of the political creed. Taycho then aſſured 
them, that the whole army of the Mantchoux was put 
to the ſword; and that Bron-xi-tic would carry the 


war within three weeks, into the heart of China; he 


gave them goblets of horſe-blood from Myn-than ; 
and tickled their ears and their noſes: they ſnorted 
approbation, licked his toes, and ſunk into a profound 
lethargy. e 25 e 

From this, however, they were ſoon arouſed by 
unwelcome tidings from Fatſiſio. Taff- rai had pro- 
ceeded in his route until he was ſtopped by a vaſt 
lake, which he could not poſſibly traverſe without 
boats, cork-jackets, or ſome ſuch expedient, which 
could not be ſupplied for that campaign. Ta- loff 
had ſailed up the river to Quib-quab, which he found 
ſo ſtrongly fortified by nature, that it ſeemed raſhneſs 
even to attempt a landing, eſpecially in the face of an 
enemy more numerous than his own detachment. 
Land, however, he did, and even attacked a fortified 
camp of the Chineſe; but, in ſpite of all his efforts, he 


an 
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an account of this miſcarriage to Taycho, giving him 
to underſtand, at the ſame time, that he had received 
no intelligence of Yaſf-rar's motions; that his troops 

were greatly diminiſhed; that the ſeaſon was too far 
advanced to keep the field much longer; and that 
nothing was left them but a choice of difficulties, 
every one of which ſeemed more inſurmountable than 
another. Taycho having deliberated on this ſubject, 
thought it was neceſſary to prepare the monſter for 
the worſt that could happen, as he now expected to 
hear by the firſt opportunity, that the grand expe- 
dition of Fatſiſio had totally miſcarried. He reſolved 
therefore to throw the blame upon the ſhoulders of 
Ya-loff and Yaſt-rai, and ſtigmatize them as the crea- 
tures of Fika-kaka, who had neither ability to com- 
prehend the inſtructions he had given, nor reſolution 
to execute the plan he had projected. . For this pur- 
poſe he aſcended the roſtrum, and with a rueful length 
of face opened his harangue upon the defeat of Ya-loff. 
The Hydra no ſooner underſtood that the troops of 
Japan had been diſcomfited, than it was ſeized with 
a kind of hyſteric fit, and uttered a yell fo loud and 
horrible, that the blind-fold Dairo trembled in the 
moſt internal recefles of his palace: the Cuboy Fika- 
kaka had ſuch a profuſe evacuation, that the diſcharge 
is ſaid to have weighed five Boll-ah, equal to eight and 
forty pounds three' ounces and two penny-weight 
avoirdupois of Great Britain. Even Taycho himſelf 
was diſcompoſed.— In vain he preſented the draught 
of yeaſt, and the goblet of blood: —in vain his pipers 
ſoothed the ears, and his tall fellows tickled the noſe 
of the blatant beaſt. It continued to howl and 
grin, and gnaſh its teeth, and writhe itſelf into a thou- 
ſand contortions, as if it had been troubled with that 
twiſting of the guts called the iliac paſſion. Taycho 
began to think its caſe deſperate, and ſent for the 
Dairo's chief phyfician, who preſcribed a glyſter of 
the diſtilled ſpirit analogous to your Geneva; but no 
apothecary nor old woman in Meaco would undertake 
bs | to 
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to adelaide k it on any conſideration, the patient was: 
ſuch a filthy, awkward, lubberly, unmanageable beaſt. 
— If what comes Hom its mouths (ſaid they) be o 
foul, virulent, and peſtilential, how nauſeous, poi - 
ſonous, and intolerable muſt that be which takes the 
other courſe?” — When Taycho's art and foreſight 
were at a; ſtand, accident came to his affiftance. A 
courier arrived, preceded by twelve poſtillions blowing 
herns; and he brought the neus that Quib-quab was 
taken, The orator commanded them to place their 
| horns. within as many of the monſter's long ears, and 
blow with all their might,” until it ſhould exhibit 
fome ſigns of hearing. The experiment ſueceeded. 
The Hydra waking from its trance, opened its eyes; 
and Taycho ſeizing this opportunity, hollowed in his 
loudeſt tone, Quib-quab is taken.” This note 
being: repeated, the, beaſt ſtarted up; then, raiſing 
| on its hind legs, began to wag its tail, to friſk 
— fawn, to lick Taycho's ſweaty ſocks: in fine, 
erouching on its belly, it took the orator on its back, 
and proceeding through the ſtreets of Meaco, brayed 
aleud, Make way for the divine Taycho! Make 
way for the conqueror of Quib-quab!”—But the 
gallant Va- loff, the real conqueror of Quib-quab, was 
no more. -He fell in the battle by which the conqueſt 
was atclueved, yet not before he ſaw victory declare in 
his favour. He bad made incredible efforts to fur- 
mount the ditheulties that ſurrounded him. At 
length be found means to; feale a perpendicular rock, 
which the enemy bad left unguarded, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that nature had made it inacceſſible. This 
exploit was performed in the night, and in the morn- 
ing the Chineſe ſaw his troops drawn up in order 
ef battle on the plains of Quib-quab. As their 
numbers greatly exceeded the Japaneſe, they did 
not decline the trial; and in a little time both ar- 
mies were engaged. The: conteſt, however, was not 
of long duration, though it proved fatal to the ge- 
5 on each ſide. Va- loff being flain, the 1 
devolve 


ADVENTURES QF AN ATOM. 395 


devolved 2 Toh-ſyn, who. purſued the enemy, 
to the walls of Quib-quab, which was next day ſur- 
rendered to him by. capitulation. Nothing was now 
ſcen and heard in the capital but jubilee, triumph, 
and intoxication and, indeed, the nation had not 
for ſome centuries, ſeen ſuch an occaſion for joy and 
ſatisfaction, The only perſon that did not heartily. 
rejoice was, the Dairo Got -hama- baba. By this time . 
he was ſo. Tartariſed, that he grudged his ſubjedts \Þ 
every, advantage obtained in Fatfifio ; and when Fi- Wi 
ka-Kaka hobbled up to him with the news of the, 1 
victory, inſtead of faluting him with the kick of ap- 1 
probation, he turned his back upon him, ſaying, ik 
« Boh! bob! What do you, tell me of Quib-quab? 1 
The damned Chineſe are ſtill on the frontiers of lb. 
Yeſſo.” As to the beaſt, it was doomed to undergo * 
a variety of agitation. Its preſent gambols were in- 1 
terrupted by a freſh alarm from China. It was re- 1 
ported, that two great armaments were equipped for a f 
double deſcent upon the dominions. of Japan: that 
one of theſe had already failed north about for the | 1 
e of Xjcoro, ta. make 5 diverſion n favour of 1 
the other, which, being the moſt conſiderable, was . 
deſigned for the ſouthern coaſt of Japan. Theſe tid- ww. 
ings, which, were not without foundation, had ſuch, an 4A 
effect upon the multitudinous monſter, that it was. | «| i 
firſt, of all ſeized, with an univerſal ſhivering, Its 1 
teeth chattered ſo loud, that the ſound was heard at | 
the diſtance of half a league; and for ſome time it WW. 
was {truck dumb. During this paroxyſm it crawled "al 
filently on its belly to a fand-hill juſt without the "#1 
walls of Meaco, and began to ſcratch the earth with | | 
great eagerneſs and, perſeverance. Some people ima» | Il 
gined it was digging for gold: but the truth is, the 1 
beaſt was making a, hole to hide itſelf from the ene- [ma 
my, whom it durſt not look in the face; for, it muſt | 
be obſerved, of this beaſt, it was equally, tumorous. Will 
and; cruel ; equally, cowardly. and inſolent.—So hard, 191 
it laboured at, this cavern, that it had actually bur: 
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rowed itſelf all but the tail, When its good angel 
Taycho whiſtled it out, with the news of another 
compleat victory gained over the Chineſe at ſea, by 
the Sey-ſeo-gun Phal-khan, who had ſure enough 
diſcomfited or deſtroyed the great armament of the 
enemy. As for, the other ſmall ſquadron which had 
ſteered a northerly courſe to Xicoco, it was encoun- 
tered, defeated, taken, and brought into the harbours 
of Japan, by three light Fune, under the command 
of a young chief called Hel-y-otte, who happened 
to be cruiſing on that part of the coaſt, —The beaſt 
hearing Taycho's auſpicious whiſtle, crept out with 
its buttocks foremoſt, and having. done him homage 
in the uſual ſtile, began to react its former extrava- 
e It now conſidered this demagogue as the 
upreme giver of all good, and adored him accord- 
ingly. The apoſtle Bupo was no longer invoked. 
The temple of Fakkubaſi was almoſt forgotten ; and 
the Bonzas were univerſally deſpiſed. The praiſe of 
the prophet Taycho had allowed up all other wor- 


ſhip.—Let us enquire how far he merited this ado- 


ration: how juſtly the unparalleled ſucceſs of this 
year was aſcribed to his conduct and fagacity. Kho- 
rhe was taken by Kha-fell, and Quib-quab by Va- 
loff and Thon-ſyn. By land, the Chineſe were de- 
feated in Fatſiſio by Van- o- -ni; in the extremity of 
Aſia, by Khutt-whang; and in Tartary, by the Japa- 
neſe bull- dogs, without command or direction. At 
ſea one of their ſquadrons had been deſtroyed by 
Or- nbos; a ſecond by Faſ-khan'; a third was taken 


by .Hel-y-otte; a fourth was worſted and put to 


flight in three ſucceſſive engagements near the land 
of Kamtſchatka, by the“ chief Bha-kakh; and their 
grand armament. defeated by the Sey-ſeo-gun Phal- 
khan. But Kha- fell was a ſtranger to orator Taycho : 
Ya-loff he had never ſeen : the bull- dogs had been 
colle ced at random from the ſhambles of Meaco : 
he had never heard of Yan-o-ni's name, till he diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf by his firſt victory; nor did he 
| * Eno 
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now there was any ſuch perſon as Khutt-whang, ex- 
iſting. As for Or-nbos, Faſ-Khan, Phal-khan, and 
Bha-kakh, they had been Sey- ſeo-guns in conſtant 
employment under the former adminiſtration; and 


the youth Hel- y- otte owed. his promotion to the in- 


tereſt of his own family. — But it may be alledged, 
that Taycho prqjected in his cloſet thoſe plans that 
were crowned with ſucceſs. —We. have : ſeen how he 
mutilated, and frittered the: original ſcheme. of the 
campaign in Fatſiſio, ſo as to leave it at the caprice 
of Fortune. The reduction of Kho-rhe. was part of 
the deſign formed by the Banyan Thum-khumm-qua, 
Which Taycho did all that Jay in his power to render 
abortive. The plan of operations in the extremity 
of Tartary, he did not pretend to meddle with; —it 
was the. concern of the officers. appointed by the 
trading company there ſettled: and as to the advan- 
tages obtained at ſea, they naturally reſulted from 
the diſpoſition, of cruiſes, made and regulated by the 
board of Sey-ſeo-gun-ſealty, with which no miniſter 
ever interfered. -” He might, indeed, have recalled the 
chiefs and officers whom he found already appointed, 
when he took the reins of adminiſtration, and filled 
their places with others of his own Chooſing. How 
far he was qualified to make ſuch a choice, and. plan 
new expeditions, appears from the adventures of the 


generals he did appoint; Moria-tanti, who was de- 


terred from landing by a perſpective view of whiſkers ; 
Hylib-bib, who left his rear in the lurch; and Hob- 
nob, who made ſuch a, maſterly retreat from the ſup- 
poſed Bonzas of Thin-quo,—Theſe three were lite- 
rally commanders of his own. creation, employed in 
executing ſchemes of his own projecting; and theſe 
three were the only generals he made, and the only 
military plans he projected, if we except the grand 
ſcheme of ſubſidizing Brut-an-tiffi, and forming an 
army of one hundred thouſand men in Tartary, for 
the defence of the farm of Yefl6.—Things being ſo 
une it may. be caſi iy conceived, that” the 


Orator 
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Orator cbüld afk nothing which the Mobile would 
ventute to refuſe z arid indeed he tried his influence 
to the utitioft ſtretch; he milked the dugs of the 
thonſtet till the Blo6d kame. For the ſervice 6f the 


nt him a bullock's Horn bound with bras, value 
fifteen perice, which had long ſerved Him as à pitch 


pe when he made harangues to the Mobile it 


was the fame kind of inſtrument Which Horace de- 


feribes; Tibia vinfta orichales : and pray take notice, 
Peacock, this was the only preferit Taycho ever be- 
ſtowed on any man, woman, or child, through the 
whole courfe of his life, T mean out of his own 
pocket; for he was extremely liberal of the public 
money, in his ſubſidies to the Tartar chiefs, and in 
the profecution of the war upon that continent. The 
Otator was 4 genius ſalf-tavght without the help of 
kuman inſtitution. He affe&ed to undervalue all 
men of literary talents; and the only book he ever 
rexd with any degree of pleaſure, was a collectiort of 
rhapſodies” preached by one Ab-refi-thi, an obfcure 
fanztie Bozz; à native of the iſſand Xico&o, Certain 
it is, Nature ſeemed to have produced fim for the 
ſc purpoſe of faſcitatiug themob, and endued him 
with faculties accordingly. Fo e e 

Notwithſtanding all His efforts in beflaff of che 


Tartarian 


1 
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Tartarian ſcheme, the Chineſe ſtill lingered on the 
frontiers of Veſſo. The views of the court 6f Pekin 
exactly coincided with the intereſt of Bron-xi-tic, 
the mercenary general of Japan. The Chineſe, con- 
founded at the unheard-of ſucceſs of the Japaneſe 
in Fatſiſio and other parts of the globe, and ex- 
tremely mortified at the deſtruction of their fleets, 
and the ruin of their commerce, ſaw no other way of 


diſtreſſing the enemy, but that of prolonging the war 


on the continent of Tartary, which they could ſup- 


port for little more than their ordinary expence; 


whereas Japan could not maintain it without con- 


tracting yearly immenſe loads of debt, which muſt 
have cruſhed it at the long-run. It was the buſineſs 
of the Chineſe, therefore, not to finiſh the war in 


Tartary by taking the farm of Veſſo, becauſe, in that 
caſe, the annual expence of it would have been faved 
to Japan; but to keep it alive by forced marches, 


predatory excurfions, and undecifive actions; and 


this was preciſely the intereſt of general Bron-xi-tic, 
who in the continuance of the war enjoyed the conti- 
nuance of all his emoluments. All that he had to 
do, then, was to furniſh Taycho from time to time 
with a cafk of human blood, for the entertainment of 
the blatant beaſt; and to ſend over @ few horſe-tails, 
as trophies of pretended victories; to be waved before 
the monſter in its holiday proceſſions. He and the 


_ Chineſe general ſeemed to act in concert. They ad- 
vanced and retreated in their turns betwixt two 


2 lines, and the campaign always ended on the 
ame ſpot where it began. The only difference be- 
tween them was in the motives of theit conduct; the 
Chineſe commander acted for the benefit of his ſo- 
vereign, and Bron: xi- tic acted for his own.  _ 

The continual danger to which the farm of Veſſo 
was expoſed, produced ſuch apprehenſions and cha- 
grin in the mind of the Dairo Got-hama- Baba, that 


his health began to decline. He neglected his food 


and his rattle, and no longer took any pleaſure in 
„ | kicking 
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kicking the Cuboy. He frequently au ejacu⸗ 


lations about the farm of Veſſo: nay, once or twice 
in the tranſports of his impatience, he pulled the 
bandage from his eyes, and curſed Taycho in the 
Tartarian language. At length he fell into a le- 
thargy, and even when rouſed a little by bliſters and 
cauſtics, ſeemed inſenſible of every thing that was 


done about him. Theſe bliſters were raiſed by burn- 


ing the moxa upon his ſcalp. The powder of menoki 


was alſo injected in a glyſter; and the operation of 
acupuncture, . called Senkei, performed without ef- 
fect. His diſorder was ſo ſtubborn, that the Cuboy 


began to think he was bewitched, and ſuſpected 
Taycho of having practiſed ſorcery on his ſovereign. 
He communicated this ſuſpicion to Mura-clami, who 


ſhook his head, and adviſed that, with the Orator's 


good leave, the council ſhould be conſulted. Tay- 
cho, who had gained an abſolute. empire over | the 


mind of the Dairo, and could not. foreſee how his 


intereſt might ſtand with his ſucceſſor, was heartily 
diſpoſed to concur in any feaſible experiment for the 
recovery of Got-hama- baba: he therefore conſented 
that the mouths of the council ſhould be unpadlocked 
pro lac vice, and the members were aſſembled with- 
out delay; with this expreſs proviſo, however, that 
they were to confine their deliberations to the ſubject 
of the Dairo and his diſtemper. By this time the 


phyſicians had diſcovered the cauſe of the diſorder, 


which was no other than his being ſtung by a poi- 
ſonous ipſect produced in the land of Veſſo, analo- 


gous to the tarantula, which is ſaid to do ſo much 


miſchief in ſome parts of Apuglia, as we are told by 
Zlian, Epiphanius Ferdinandus, and Baglivi. In 


both caſes, the only effectual remedy was muſic; and 


now the council was called to determine what ſort 
of muſic ſhould be adminiſtered. You muſt know, 
Peacock, the Japaneſe are but indifferently {killed in 
this art, th. mgh, in general, they affect to be con- 


noifſeurs. They are utterly ignorant of the theory, 
b and 
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and in the practice are excelled by all their neigh- 
bours; the Tartars not excepted. For my own part, , 


I ſtudied muſic under Pythagoras at Crotona. He 


found the ſcale of ſeven tones imperfect, and added 
the octave as a fixed, ſenfible, and intelligent termi- 
nation of an interval, which included every poſſible 
diviſion, and determined all the relative differences of 
ſounds: beſides, he taught us how to expreſs the 


octave by , &c. &c. But why ſhould I talk to 


thee of the antient digramma, the genera, &c. of 


muſic, which, with their colours, were conſtructed by 


a diviſion of the diateſſaron. Thou art too dull and 
ignorant to comprehend the chromatic ſpecies, the 
conſtruction of the tetrachord, the Phrygian, the Ly- 
dian, and other. modes of the antient muſic : and for- 
diſtinction of ear, thou mighteſt be juſtly ranked 
among the braying tribe that graze along the ditches 


of Tottenham- court or Hockley-!'the-hole. I know 


that nothing exhilarates thy ſpirits ſo much as a ſo- 


nata on the falt-box, or a concert of marrow-bones 


and cleavers. The ears of the Japaneſe were much 


of the ſame texture; and their muſic was ſuited to 
their ears. They neither excelled in the melopœia, 
and rythm or cadence ; nor did they know any thing 
of the true ſcience of harmony, compoſitions in parts, 


and thoſe combinations of ſounds, the invention of 


which, with the improvement of the ſcale, 1s errone- 
ouſly aſcribed to a Benedictine monk. The truth is, 
the antients underſtood compoſition perfectly,well. 
Their ſcale was founded upon perfect conſonances: 
they were remarkably nice.in tempering ſounds, and 
had reduced their intervals and concords to mathe- 
matical demonſtration. + | | 

But, to. return to the counci] of Twenty-eight, 
they convened in the ſame apartment where the 
Dairo lay; and as the buſineſs was to determine 
what kind of muſic was moſt likely to make an im- 


preſſion upon his organs, every member came pro- 
vided with his expedient. Firſt and foremoſt, Mr. 
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Orator Taycho pronounced an oration upon the ex. 
cellences of the land of Veſſo, of energy (as the Cu- 
boy ſaid) ſufficient to draw the moon from her ſphere; 
it drew nothing, however, from the patient but a 
ſingle groan: then the Fatzman cauſed a drum to 
heat, without producing any effect at all upon the 
Dairo ; ; though it deprived the whole council of their 
hearing for ſome time. The third effay was made 
by Fika-kaka ; firſt with 4 rattle, and then with tongs 
and gridiron, which laſt was his favourite muſic; but 
here it failed, to his great ſurprize and conſternation. 
Sti- phi- rum- poo brought the crier of his court to 
promulgate a decree againſt Veſſo, in a voice that 1s 
wont to make the culprit tremble; but the Dairo 
was found Ignoramus. Nin- com- poo- po blew a blaſt 
with a kind of boatſwain's whiſtle, which diſcompoſed 
the whole audience without affecting the emperor. 
Fokh-fi-rokhu ſaid he would try his Imperial majeſty 
with a ſound which he had always been known to 
_ Prefer to every other ſpecies of muſic ; and pulling 
out a huge purſe of golden obans, began to chink 
them in his ear.— This experiment ſo far ſucceeded, 
that the Dawo was perceived to {mile, and even to 
contract one hand: but further effect it had none. 
At laſt Gotto-mio ſtarting up, threw a ſmall quan- 
tity of aurum fulminans into the fire, which went off 
with ſuch an exploſion, that in the ſame inſtant Pi- 
ka-kaka fell flat upon his face, and Got-hama-baba 
ed upright in his bed. This, however, was no 
than a convulſion that put an end to his life; 
for he fell back again, and expired in the twinkling of 
an eye.—As for the Cuboy, though he did not die, 
he underwent a turprifing transformation or meta- 
morphoſis, which I ſhall record in due ſeaſon. 

Taycho was no ſooner certified that Got-hama- 
baba had actually breathed his laſt, than he vaniſhed | 
from the council in the twinkling of an eye, and 
mounting the beaſt whoſe name is Legion, rode full 
ipeed to the habitation of Gio-gio, tho ſucceſſor and 


deſcendant 


— 
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deſcendant of the deceaſed Dairo. —G10-glo was a 
young prince who had been induſtrioufly Gqueſtcred 


from the public view, and excluded from all ſhare in 


the affairs of ſtate by the jealouſy of the laſt em- 
peror.— He lived retired under the wings of his grand- 


mother, and had divers preceptors to teach him the 
rudiments of every art but the art of reigning. Of all 
thoſe who ſuperintended his education, he who in- 


ſinuated himſelf the fartheſt in his favour, was one 
Vak-frot, from the mountains of Ximo, who valued 


Himfelf much upon the antient blood that ran in his 
veins, and ſtill more upon his elevated ideas of pa- 


triotiſm. Yak-ftrot was honeſt at bottom, but proud, 


_ reſerved, yain, and affected. He had a turn for nick- 


nacks and gim-cracks, and once. made and mounted 


an iron jack and a wooden clock with his own hands. 
But it was his misfortune to ſet up for a connoiſſeur 


in painting and other liberal arts, and to announce 
himſelf an univerſa] patron of genius. He did not 


fail to ' infuſe his own notions and conceits into the 


tender mind of Gio-gio, who gradually imbibed his 


turn of thinking, and followed the ſtudies which he 


recommended. With reſpect to his leffons on the art 


the two parties by admitting an equal numb 


of government, he reduced them to a very few ſimple 
principles. His maxims were theſe: That the em- 
peror of Japan ought to cheriſh the eſtabliſhed: re- 
ligion, both by precept and example; that he ought 
to aboliſſi corruption, diſcourage faction, and er 


each, to places and offices of truſt in the a = 
ſtration: that he ſhould make peace as ſoon as 

fible, even in deſpite of the public, which on pot 
ſenſible of the burthen it . 


growing delirious by the illuſions of Taycho, and the 
cruel evacuations he had preſcribed :' that he ſhould 
fetrench all ſuperfluous expence in his houſhold and 
government, and detach himſelf intirely from the 
accurſed farm of Veſſo, which ſome evil genius had 


, raves her 99nd the breech of Japan; as a cancerous ulcer 
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uſtained, and was indeed 
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through h which all her blood and abſtince would be. 
diſcharged. Theſe maxims were generally juſt enough 
in ſpeculation, but ſome of them were altogether im- 
— — for example, that of forming an admi- 
niſtration equally compoſed of the two factions, was 
as abſurd as it would be to yoke two ſtone-horſes and 
two jack: aſſes in the ſame carriage, which, inſtead of 
drawing one way, would do nothing but bite and 
kick one another, while the machine of government 
vould ſtand ſtock- ſtill, or perhaps be torn in pieces 
by their dragging in oppoſite dire&tions.—The people 
of Japan had been long divided between two inveterate 
parties known by the names of Shit-1i/k-umſ-heit, and 
She-it-kumſ-hi-til, the ' firſt ' ſignifying more fool than 
knave ; and the other, more knave then fool. Each 
| had. predominated in its turn, by ſecuring a majority 
in the aſſemblies of the people; for the majority had 
always intereſt to force themſelves, into the admini- 
ſtration; becauſe the conſtitution being, partly demo- 
eratic, the. Dairo was ſtill obliged to truckle to the 
prevailing faction. To obtain this majority, each ſide 
had employed every art of corruption, calumny, in- 
ſinuation, and prieſt- craft; ; for nothing is ſuch an 
effectual ferment in all popular commotions as reli- 
gious fanaticiſm. No ſooner one party accompliſhed 
its aim than it reprobated the other, branding it with 
the epithets of. traitors to their country, or traitors to 
their prince; while the minority retorted upon them 
the er of corruption, rapaciouſneſs, and abject 
ſervility. In ſhort, both parties were equally abuſive, 
rancorous, uncandid, and illiberal. Taycho had been 
8 of both factions more than once. He made his firſt 
appearance as a Shi-tilk-umſ-heit in the minority, and 
ciplayed his talent for ſcurrility againſt the Dairo to 
ch advantage, that an old rich hag, who loved no- 
thing ſo well as money, except the gratification of her 
revenge, .made him a preſent of five thouſand obans, 
on condition he ſhould continue to revile the Dairo 
Wo his ian: her death, the miniſtry, 
7:03 c intimidated 
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intimidated by the boldneſs of his tropes, and the 
fame he began to acquire as a mal - content orator, 
made him ſuch offers as he thought proper to accept; 
and then he turned She-it-kumſ-hi-til,—Being diſguſted 
in the ſequel, at his own want of importance in the 
council, he opened once more at the head of his old 
friends the $hi-rilk-umſ-hitites; and once more he 
deſerted them to rule the roaſt, as chief of the Se- it- 
EKumſ- li- tilites, in which predicament he ,now ſtood. 
And, indeed, this was the moſt natural pofture in 
which he could ſtand; for this party embraced all the 
ſcum of the people, 'conſtituting the blatant beaſt, 
which his talents were ſo peculiarly adapted to manage 
and govern, Another impracticable maxim of Lak- 
ſtrot, was the abolition of corruption, the ordure of 
which is as neceſſary to anoint the wheels of govern- 
ment in Japan, as greaſe is to ſmear the axle- tree of a 
loaded waggon. His third impolitic (though not im- 
practicable) maxim, was that of making peace while 
the populace: were intoxicated with the ſteams of 
blood, and elated with the ſhews of triumph. Be that 
as it will, Gio-gio, attended by Yak-ſtrot, was draw- 
ing plans of windmills, when Orator Taycho, opening 
the door, advanced towards him, and falling on his 
knees, addreſſed him in theſe words: The empire 
of Japan (magnanimous prince !) reſembles at: this 
inſtant a benighted traveller, who by the light of the 
ftar Heſperus continued his journey without repining, 
until that glorious luminary ſetting, left him bewildered 
in darkneſs and conſternation: but ſcarce had he time 
to bewail his fate, when the more glorious ſun, the 
ruler of a freſh day, appearing on the tops of the Eaſ- 
tern hills, diſpelled his terrors with the ſhades of night, 
and filled his ſoul with tranſports of pleaſure and 
delight. The illuſtrious Got-hama-baba, of honoured 
memory, is the glarious ſtar which hath ſet on our 
bemiſphere. His foul, which togk wing about two 
hours ago, is now happily neſtled in the boſom of the 
# ae n and you, my prince, are the more 
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glorious: rifing fun, whoſe. genial influence will chear 


the empire, and gladden the hearts of your faithful 
Japaneſe. I therefore hail your ſucceſſion to the 
throne, and cry aloud, Long live the ever · glorious 
Gio-gio, emperor of the three iſlands of. Japan.“ Ta 


this ſalutation the beaſt below brayed hoarſe applauſe; 


and all preſent kiſſed the hand of the new emperor, 
who, kneeling before his venerable grandame, craved 
her bleſſing, deſiring the benefit of her prayers, that 


God would make him a good king, and eſtabliſh his 


throne in righteouſneſs. Then he aſcended his cha- 
riot, accompanied by the Orator and his beloved 
Yak+ſtrot, and proceeding to the palace of Meaco, 
was proclaimed with the uſual ceremonies, his relation 
the Fatz- man and other princes of the blood affiſting 
eee, 01 mil ooan ga iow 
The firſt ſtep he took after his elevation, was te 
publiſh: a decree, or rather exhortation, to honour 


religion and the Bonzes; and this was no impolitic ex 
pedient: for it firmly attached that numerous and 
powerful tribe to his intereſt. His next meaſures did 


not ſeem to be directed by the ſame ſpirit of diſcretion. 
He admitted a parcel of raw boys, and even ſome in- 
dividuals of the faction of Shi-7i/k-umſheit, into his 
council; and though Taycho ſtill continued to ma- 
nage the reins of adminiſtration, Lak - ſtrot was aſſo- 
ciated with him in office, to the great ſcandal and 
diſſatisfaction of the Niphonites, who hate all the Xi- 
mians with a mixture of jealouſy and contempt. 
Fika-kaka was not the laſt who paid his reſpects 
to his new ſovereign, by whom he was gracioufly re- 
ceived, although he did not ſeem quite ſatisfied; be- 
cauſe when he preſented himſelf in his uſual attitude, 
he had not received the kick of approbation. New 
reigns, new cuſtoms: This Dairo never dreamed of 
kicking! thoſe whom he delighted to honour.—It was 
a ſecret of ſtate which had not yet come to his know+ 
ledge; and ak- ſtrot had always aſſured him, that 
kicking: the breech always and every-where implied 
i diſgrace, 
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diſgrace, as kicking the parts before betokens un- 
governable paſſion. Yak-itrot, however, in this par- 
ticular, ſeems to have been too confined in his notions 
of the etiquette: for it had been the cuſtom time im- 
memorial for the Dairos of Japan to kick their favour- 


ites and prime miniſters. Beſides, there are at this 


day different ſorts of kicks uſed in England, without 
occaſioning any diſhonour to the Kickee.—lt is ſome- 
times a- misfortune to be kicked out of place, but no 


diſhonour. A man is often kicked up in the way of 


preferment, in order that his place may be given to a 
perſon of more intereſt. | Then there is the amorous 


kick, called Kick um Jenny, which every gallant un- 


dergoes with pleaſure: hence the old Engliſh appel - 
lation of K:ckſy-wickſy, beſtowed on a wanton leman 
who knew all; her paces. As for the familiar kick, it 
is no other than a mark of friendſhip: nor is it more 
diſhonourable to be cuffed and cudgelled. _ Every 
body knows that the a/apa; or box o' the ear, among 
the Romans, was a particular mark of favour by which 
their ſlaves were made free; and the favourite gla- 
diator, when he obtained his diſmiſſion from the ſer- 
vice, was honoured with a ſound cudgelling; this 
being the true meaning of the phraſe rude donatus. 
In the times of chivalry, the knight when dubbed, 
was well thwacked acroſs the ſhoulders by his gad+ 
father in arms. Indeed, dubbing is no other than a 
corruption of drubbing. It was the cuſtom formerly 
here and elſewhere, for a man to drub his ſon or ap- 
prentice as a mark of his freedom, and of his being 
admitted to the exerciſe of arms. The Paraſchiſtes, 
who practiſed embalming in Ægypt, which was counted 
a very honourable profeſſion, was always ſeverely 
drubbed after the operation, by the friends and rela- 
tions of the defunct; and to this day, the patriarch of 
the Greeks once a year, on Eaſter- eve, when he car- 
ries/ out the ſacred fire from the holy ſepulchre of 
Jeruſalem, is heartily cudgelled by the infidels, a cer- 
tain number .of whom he hires for that purpoſe; and 
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he thinks himſelf very unhappy and much diſgraced, 
if he is not beaten into all the colours of the rainbow. 
You know the Quakers of this country think it no 
diſhonour to receive a ſlap o' the face; but when you 
ſmite them on one cheek, they preſent the other, that 
it may have the ſame ſalutation. The venerable 
father Lactantius falls out with Cizero for ſaying, A 
good man hurts no- body, unleſs he is juſtly provoked; 
uiſi laceſſitur injuria, O, (cries the good father) quam 
femplicem veramgue ſententiam duorum verborum adjectioue 
 corrupit !——non minus enim mali eft, referre injuriam, quam 
inferre. The great philoſopher Socrates thought it 
no diſgrace to be kicked by his wife Xantippe; nay, 
he is {aid to have undergone the ſame diſcipline from 
other people, without making the leaſt reſiſtance, it 
being his opinion that it was more courageous, con- 
ſequently more honourable, to bear a drubbing pa- 
tiently, than to attempt any thing either in the way 
of ſelf-⸗ defence or retaliation.— The judicious and 
learned Puffendorf, in his book De Jure Gentium 
Maturali, declares, that a man's honour is not ſo fra- 
gile as to be hurt either by a box on the ear, or a kick 
on the breech, otherwiſe it would be in the power of 
every ſaucy fellow to diminiſh or infringe it. It muſt 
be owned, indeed, Grotius De Jure Belli & Pacis, ſays, 
that charity does not of itſelf require our patiently 
ſuffering ſuch an affront. The Engliſh have, with a 
moſt ſervile imitation, borrowed their Punto, as well 
as other modes, from the French nation. Now kick- 
ing and cuffing were counted infamous among thoſe 
people for thels reaſons. A box on the ear deſtroys 
the whole œconomy of their friſure, upon which they 
beſtow the greateſt part of their time and attention; 
and a kick on the breech is attended with great pain 
and danger, as they are generally ſubject to the piles. 
This is ſo truly the caſe, that they have no leſs than 
two ſeänts to patronize and protect the individuals 
afflicted with this diſeaſe. One is St. Fiacre, who 
Was a native of the 1 22 of Ireland. He preſides 
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ever the blind piles. The other is a female faint, 
Hemorrhoiſſa, and ſhe comforts thoſe who are diſtreſſed 
with the bleeding piles. No wonder, therefore, that 
a Frenchman put to the torture by a kick on thoſe 


tender parts, ſhould be provoked to vengeance; and 


that this vengeance ſhould gradually become an articde 
in their ſyſtem of pun&ilio. 

But, to return to the thread of my narration.— 
Whatever inclination the Dairo and Yak-ſtrot had to 
reſtore the bleſſings of peace, they did not think pro- 
per as yet to combat the diſpoſition and ſchemes of 
Orator Taycho; in conſequence of whoſe remon- 
ſtrances, the tributary treaty was immediately renewed 
with Brut- an- tiff, and G10-gio declared in the aſ- 
ſembly of the people, that he was determined to ſup- 
port that illuſtrious ally, and carry on the war with 
vigour.—By this time the Chineſe were in a manner 

expelled from their chief ſettlements in Fatſiſio, where 
they now retained nothing but an inconſiderable co- 
lony, which would have ſubmitted on the firſt ſum- 
mons: but this Taycho left as a neſt- egg to produce 
anew brood of diſturbance to the Japaneſe ſettlements, 
that they might not ruſt with too much'peace and 
ſecurity. To be plain with you, Peacock, his thoughts 
were entirely alienated from this Fatſiſian war, in 
' which the intereſt of his country was chiefly concerned, 
and converted wholly to the continent of Tartary, 
where all his cares centered in ſchemes for the ſucceſs 
of his friend Brut- an- tiffi. This freebooter had lately 
undergone ſtrange viciſſitudes of fortune. He had 
ſeen his chief village poſſeſſed and plundered by the 
enemy; but he found means, by ſurprize, to beat up 
their quarters in the beginning of winter, which al- 
ways proved his beſt ally, becauſe then the Mant- 
choux Tartars were obliged to retire to their own 
country, at a vaſt diſtance from the ſeat of the war. — 
As for Bron-xi- tic, who commanded the Japaneſe 
army on that continent, he continued to play booty 
with the Chineſe general, over whom he was allowed 
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to obtain ſome petty advantages, which, with the 
trophies won by Brut- an-tiffi, were ſwelled up into 
mighty victories, to increaſe the infatuation of the 
blatant beaſt. On the other hand, Bron-xi-tic obliged 
the generals of China with the like indulgencies, by 
now and then ſacrificing a detachment of his re. 
troops, to keep up the ſpirits of that nation. . 

Taycho had levied upon the people of Japan an } 
immenſe ſum of money for the equipment of a naval 
armament, the deſtination of which was kept a pro- 


found ſectet, | Some politicians imagined it was de- 


figned for the conqueſt of Thin- quo, and all the other 
ſettlements which the Chineſe poſſeſſed in the Indian 
ocean: others conjectured the intention was to attack 
the king of Corea, who had, fince the beginning of 
this war, acted with a ſhameful partiality in favour. of 
the emperor of China, his kinſman and ally. But the 
truth of the matter was this: Taycho kept the arma- 

ment in the harbours of Japan ready for a deſcent 
upon the coaſt of China, in order to make a diverſion 
in favour of his friend Brut- an- tiffi, in caſe he had run 


any riſque of being oppreſſed by his enemies. Hows 


ever, the beaſt of many heads having growled and 
grumbled during the belt part of the ſummer, at the 
mactivity of this expenſive armament, it was now 
thought proper to ſend it to ſea in the beginning of 
winter: but it was ſoon driven back in great diſtreſs, 
by contrary winds and ſtorms ;—and this was all - | 
monſter had for its ten millions of obans. 

While Taycho amuſed the Mobile with this —— 


expedition, Vak- ſtrot reſolved to plan the ſcheme of 


economy which he had projected. He diſmiſſed 
from the Dairo's ſervice about a dozen of cooks and 
ſcullions; ſhut up one of the kitchens, after having 
fold the grates, hand- irons, ſpits and ſaucepans; de- 
prived the ſervants and officers of the houſhold of 


their breakfaſt ; took away their uſual allowance of oil 


2nd candles; retrenched- their tables; reduced their 
— of drink; and Ne his Pg. the Dairo 
; 4© 


ADVENTURES OF Ax ATOM, 411 


to put himſelf upon a diet of ſoup-meagre thickened 
with. 3 In a few days there was no ſmoke 
ſeen to aſcend from the kitchens of the palace; nor 
did any fuel, torch, or taper blaze in the chimnies, 


courts, and apartments thereof, which now became 


the habitation of cold, darkneſs, and hunger. Gio- 
gio himſelf, who turned peripatetic philoſopher merely 


to keep himſelf in heat, fell into a waſh-tub as he 


groped his way in the dark through one of the lower 
tr ig Two of his body-guard had their whiſkers 


| enawed off by the rats, as they flept in his anti- 


chamber; and their captain preſented a petition de- 
claring, that neither he nor his men could undertake 
— defence of his Imperial majeſty's perſon, unleſs 
their former allowance of proviſion ſhould be reſtored; 
They and all the individuals of the houſhold were not 
only puniſhed in their bellies, but likewiſe curtailed in 
their clothing, and abridged in their ſtipends. The 
alace of Meaco, which uſed to be the temple of mirth, 
jollity, and good "cheer, was now fo dreary and de- 


ſerted, that a certain wag fixed up a ticket on the 


outward gate with this inſcription: “ This tene- 

ment to be lere tht het Age having left off houſe- 
keeping. 

a . 3 was chr to . that if 
the new Dairo retrenched the ſuperſluities of his do- 


4 meſtic expence, he did not act from avarice or Poor- 
= nels of ſpirit, inaſmuch as he ſhould now diſplay his 


liberality in patronizing genius and the arts. A ge- 
neral jubilee was now promiſed to all thoſe who had 
diſtinguiſned themſelves by their talents or erudition. 
The emiſſaries of Lak- ſtrot declared that Mæcenas 
was but a type of this Ximian mountaineer; and 
that he was determined to ſearch for merit, even in 
the thickeſt ſhades of obſcurity. All theſe reſearches, 
however, proved ſo unſucceſsful, that not above four 
or five men of genius could be found in the whole 
empire of Japan, and theſe were gratified with pen- 


ſions of -abaut one hundred obans each. One was a 


ſecularized 


| 
: 
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foculatized 1 Bonza from Ximo ; another a malcontent 


; of Niphon; & third, a reformed comedian of 
coco; a fourth, an empiric, who had outlived his 
ice; and a fifth, a decayed: apothecary, who was 

d, quack, author, chymiſt; philoſopher, and fim- 
pl by profeſſion. The whole of the expence ariſing 
from the favour and protection granted by the Dairo 
to theſe men of genius, did not exceed ſeven or eight 


' kundred obans per annum, amounting to about fifteen 


hundred pounds ſterling ; whereas many a private | 
Quo in Japan expended more money on a kennel of 
hounds. I do not mention thoſe men of ſingular 
- merit, whom Fak- ſtrot fixed in eſtabliſhed places 
under the government; ſuch as architects, aſtrono- 
mers, painters, phyſicians, 'barbers,  &c. beexath their 
falaries were included in the ordinary expence of the 


crown: I ſhall only obſerve, that a certain perſon 
who could not read, was . er en to his 
Imperial majeſty. 


Theſe were all the 1 men of ſuperlative genius, that 


| Yak-ftrot could find at this 250 in the wy 5 of 


_— 
Whil this great patriot was thus employed i in ex- 


| aa his ſchemes of economy with more zeal chan 
. diſcretion, and in providing his poor relations with 
lucrative offices under the government, a. negocia- 


tion for peace was brought upon the carpet by the : 
mediation of certain neutral powers; and. Qrator | 
Taycho arrogated to himſelf the province of diſcuſ- 


ſing the ſeveral articles of the treaty. Upon this 
_ occaſion he ſhewed himſelf ſurpriſingly remiſs and 


indifferent in whatever related to the intereſt: of Ja- 
pan, particularly in regulating and fixing the boun- 
daries of the Chineſe and Japaneſe ſettlements in Fat- 


| fifio, the uncertainty of which had given riſè to the 


war: but when the buſineſs was to determine the claims 
and pretenſions of his ally Brut- an- tiffi, on the con- 
tinen: of Tartary, he appeared ſtiff and immoveable 


ä ® mount oa He actually broke off the nego- 


tiation, 
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vation; becauſe the emperor of China would not 


engage to drive by force of arms the troops of his 


ally the princeſs of Oſtrog, from a village or two be- 
bonging to the Tartarian free-booter, who, by the 
bye, had left them defenceleſs at the beginning of the 


war, on purpoſe that his enemies might, by taking 


poſſeſſion of them, quicken the reſolutions of the 
Dairo to ſend over an vm” for: the Protection of 
Yefſo. IHE 
The court of Pekin perceiving chat the Japaneſe 
were rendered intolerably inſolent and overbearing by 
fucceſs, and that an equitable peace could not be 
obtained while Orator Taycho managed- the reins of 
| pom: pou at Meaco, and his friend Brut - an- tiffi 
und any thing to plunder in Tartary; reſolved to 
fortify themſelves with a new alliance. They actually 
entered into cloſer connections with the king of Co- 
rea, who was nearly related to the Chineſe emperor, 
bad ſome old ſcores to ſettle with Japan, and becauſe 
he deſired thoſe diſputes might be amicably com- 
promiſed in the general pacification, had been groſsly 
inſulted by Taycho, in the perſon of his ambaſſador. 
He had for ſome time dreaded the ambition of the 
Japaneſe miniſtry, which feemed to aim at univerſal 
empire; and he was, moreover, ſtimulated by this 
outrage to conclude a defenſive alliance with the,em- 
peror of China; a meaſure which all the caution of 
the two courts could not wholly conceal 218 the 
knowledge of the Japaneſe politicians. 
Meanwhile a dreadful cloud, big with ruin and 
| diſgrace, ſeemed to gather round the head of Brut-an- 
tifi. The Mantchoux Tartars, ſenſible of the in- 
convenience of their diſtant ſituation from the ſcene 
of action, which rendered it impoſſible for them to 
carry on their operations | vigorouſly. in conjunction 
with the Oſtrog, reſolved to ſecure winter- quarters 
in ſome part of the enemy's territories, from whence 
they ſhould be able to take the field, and act againſt 
him early in the ſpring. With this view they be- 
BY fieged 
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the merchant-ſhips of China, without any previous 
declaration of war: that the law of nature and na- 
tions, confirmed by repeated treaties, preſcribed a 
more honourable method of proceeding, than that 


of plundering like robbers, the ſhips of pacific mer- 


chants, who trade on the faith of ſuch laws and ſuch 


treaties: he was, therefore, of opinion, that if the 


king of Corea had in any ſhape deviated from the 
neutrality which he profeſſed, ſatisfaction ſhould be 
demanded in the uſual form ; and when that ſhould 
be refuſed, it might be found neceſſary to proceed to 


compulſive meafures. The Dairo acquieſceq in this 


advice, and aſſured Taycho, that an ambaſſador 
ſhould be forthwith diſpatched to Corea, with in- 
ſtructions to demand an immediate and ſatisfactory 
explanation of that prince's conduct and defigns with 
regard to the empire of Japan. | 

This regular method of practice would by no means 
ſuit” the purpoſes of Taycho, who rejected it with 
great inſolence and diſdain. He bit his thumb at 
the preſident ; forked out his fingers on his forehead 
at Gotto-mio ; wagged his under-jaw at the Cuboy ; 
ſnapt his fingers at Sti- phi-rum- poo; grinned at the 
Sey- ſeo- gun; made the fign of the croſs or gallows 
to Fokh-ſi-rokhu; then turning to Yak-ſtrot, he 


_ clapped his thumbs in his ears, and began to bray 


like an aſs: finally, pulling out the badge of his 
office, he threw it at the Dairo, who in vain intreated 
him to be pacified ; and wheeling to the right-about, 
ftalked away, flapping the flat of his hand upon a certain 
part that ſhall be nameleſs. He was followed by his 
kinſman the Quo Lob-kob, who worſhipped him with 
the moſt humble, adoration. He now imitated this 
great original in the fignal from behind at parting; 
and in him it was attended by a rumbling ſound; 
but whether this was the effect of contempt or com- 
punction, I could never learn. , 
Taycho having thus carried his point, which was, 
to have a pretence for quitting the reins of govern- 
ment, 


— 


he foreſaw the new init would immediately 
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ment, nde his next appeal to the blatant beaſt. He 
reminded the many-headed monſter of the uninter- 


rupted ſacceis which had attended his adminiſtra- 


tion; of his having ſupported the glorious Brut-an- 
tiff, the great bulwark of the religion of Bupo, Who 


had kept the common enemy at bay, and filled all 
Aſia with the fame of his victories. He told them, 
that for his own part, he pretended to haye ſubdued 
Fatſiſio in the heart of Tartary : that he deſpiſed 
honours, and had ſtill a greater contempt for riches ; 
and that all his endeayours had been ſolely exerted 
for the good of his country, which was now brought 
to the very verge of deſtruction. He then gave the 
beaſt to underſtand that he had formed a ſcheme 
againſt the king of Corea, which would not only have 
diſabled that monarch from executing his hoſtile in- 
tentions with reſpeC to Japan, but alſo have indem- 
nificd this nation for the whole expence of the war; 
but that his propoſal : having been rejected by: the 
council of Twenty-eight, who were influenced by 
Yak-ftrot, a Xitmian © mountaineer, without ſpirit or 
underſtanding; he had refigned his office with inten- 
tion'to retire to ſome ſolitude; where he ' ſhould in 
ſilence deplore the misfortunes of his country, and 
the ruin o of the Buponian' religion, which muſt fall of 
courſe with its great protector Brut. an- tiff, whom 


e, 


This addreſs threw Legion into kick a quandary, 
that it rolled itſelf in the dirt, and yelled hideouſly. 


Meanwhile the Orator retreating to, a cell in the | 


neighbourhood of Meaco, hired the common crier to 
go round the ſtreets and proclaim that Taycho, be- 


ing no longer in a condition to afford any thing but 


the bare neceſſaries of life, would by public ſale diſ- 
poſe of his ambling mule and: furniture, together 
with an ermined robe of his wife, and the greater 
part of his kitchen utenfils. At this time he was 
10 known to be worth upwards of twenty thouſand 

vol. vi. NHS - gold 


9 re 
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gold obans ; nevertheleſs, the Mobile diſcharging 


this circumſtance entirely from their reflection, at- 


tended to nothing but the object which the Orator 
was pleaſed to preſent. They thought it was a pi- 
teous caſe, and a great ſcandal upon the government, 
that ſuch a patriot, who had ſaved the nation from 
ruin and diſgrace, ſhould be reduced to the cruel ne- 
ceſſity of ſelling his mule and his houfkcid furniture. 
Accordingly they raiſed a clamour that ſoon rung in 
the ears 4 Gio-gio and his favourite. i ol 
It was ſuppoſed that Mura - clami ſuggeſted on this 
occaſion to his countryman Tak - ſtrot, the hint of 
offering a 1 to Taycho, by way of remuneration 
for his paſt ſervices. If he refuſes it, (ſaid he) the 
offer will at leaſt reflect ſome credit upon the Dairg 
and the adminiſtration ; but, fhould he accept of it, 
(which is much more likely) it will either ſtop his 
mouth entirely, or expoſe him to the cenſure. of the 
people, who now adore him as a mirror of diſin- 
tereſted integrity,” The advice was inſtantly com- 
plied with; the Dairo ſigned a patent for a very 
ample penſion to Taycho and his heirs; which patent 
Yak-ftrot delivered to him next day at his cell in the 


country. This miracle of patriotiſm. received the 
bounty as a turnpike-man receives the toll, and then 


ſlapped his door full in the face of the favourite: yet, 
nothing of what Mura - clami had prognoſticated, 
came to paſs. The many-tailed monſter, far from 
calling in queſtion the Orator's diſintereſtedneſs, con- 
ſidered his acceptance of the penſion as a proof of his 
moderation, in receiving ſuch a trifling reward for 
the great ſervices he had done his country; and the 
generoſity of the Dairo, inſtead of exciting the leaſt 
emotion of gratitude in Taycho's own breaſt, acted 
only as a golden key to unlock all the fluices of his 
virulence and abuſe... tf. - e 
Theſe, however, he kept within bounds, until he 
ſhould fee what would be the fate of Brut- an- tiffi, 
who now ſeemed to be in the condition of a criminal 
. ; | ; at 


* . 
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at the foot of the ladder. In this dilemma, he ob- 
tained a very unexpected reprieve. Before the army 
of the Mantchoux could take the leaſt advantage of 
. the, ſettlement they had made on his frontiers, their 
empreſs. died, and was ſucceeded by a weak prince, 
who no ſooner aſcended the ' throne than he ſtruck 
up a peace with the Tartar freebooter, and even or- 
dered his troops to juin him againſt the Oſtrog, to 
whom they had hitherto acted as auxiliaries. Buch 
an acceſſion of ſtrength would have caſt the balance 
greatly in bis favour, had not Providence once more 
n and brought matters again to an equili- 
um. VJ ones Ong Wo ty 5 
Taycho no ſooner perceived his ally thus unex - 
tedly delivered from the dangers that ſurrounded 
im, than he began to repent of his own reſignation z. 
and reſolved once more to force his way to the helm, 
by. the ſame means he had ſo, ſucceſsfully uſed before. 


He was, indeed, of fuch a turbulent diſpoſition. as 


could not reliſn the repoſe of private life, and his 
ſpirit ſo corroſive, that it would have preyed upon 
himſelf, if he could not have found external food for 
it to devour. He therefore began to prepare his en- 
gines, and provide proper emiſſaries to beſparter, and 
raiſe a hue- and- cry againſt Lak; ſtrot at a convenient 
ſeaſon; not doubting but an occaſion would ſoon 
preſent itſelf, conſidering the temper, inexperience, 
and prejudices. of this Ximjan politician, together 
with the. pacific ſyſtem he had adopted, ſo gontrary 
to: the preſent ſpirit of the blatant beaſt. 

In theſe preparations he was much comforted and 
aſſiſted by his kinſman and pupil Lob-kob, who en- 
tered into his. meafures with ſurpriſing zeal; and had 
the good luck to light on ſuch inſtruments as were 
admirably ſuited to the work in hand. Yak-ſtrot 
was extremely pleaſed at the ſeceſſion of Taycho, who 
had been a very troubleſome colleague to him in the 
adminiſtration, and run counter to all the ſchemes 


he had projected ſor tbe good of the empire. He 
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now found himſelf at liberty to follow his own inven- 
tions, and being naturally an enthuſiaſt, believed him- 


ſelf born to be the ſaviour of Japan. Some efforts, 


however, he made to acquire popularity, proved fruit- 
üs. Perceiving the people were, by the Orator's 
inſtigations, exaſperated againſt the king of Corea, 
he ſent a peremptory meſſage to that prince, demand- 
ing a categorical anſwer; and this being denied, de- 


clared war againſt him, according to the practice of 


all civilized nations: but even this meaſure failed of 
obtaining that approbation for which it was taken. 
The monſter, tutored by Taycho and his miniſters, 
exclaimed, that the golden opportunity was loſt, in- 
aſmuch as, during the obſervance of thoſe uſeleſs 
forms, the treaſures of Corea were ſafely brought 
home to that kingdom; treaſtires which, had they 
been interrupted by the Fune of Japan, would have 
paid off the debts of the nation, and enabled the 
inhabitants of Meaco to pave their ſtreets with filver, 
By the bye, this treaſure exiſted no where but in 
the fiction of Taycho and the imagination of the 
blatant beaſt, which never attempted to uſe the evi- 
dence of ſenſe or reaſon to examine any aſſertion, how 


abſurd and improbable ſoever it might be, which 


proceeded from the mouth of the Orator. ” 
- Yak-ftrot, having now taken upon himſelf the taſk 
of ſteering the political bark, reſolved to ſhew the 


Japaneſe, that although he recommended peace, he 
was as well qualified as his predeceſſor for conducting 


the war. He therefore, with the aſſiftance of the 


Fatzman, projected three naval enterprizes; the firſt 


againſt Thin-quo, the conqueſt of which had been 
unſucceſsfully attempted by Taycho; the ſecond was 
deſtined for the reduction of Fan- yah, one of the 
maſt conſiderable ſettlements belonging to the king 


of Corea, in the Indian ocean; and the third arma- 


ment was ſent to plunder and deſtroy a flouriſhing 
colony called Lli-nam, which the ſame prince had 


eſtabliſhed almoſt as far to the ſouthward as the 


Terra 
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Terra Auſtralis Incognita. Now the only merit 
which either Yak-ſtrot, or any other miniſter could. 
juſtly claim from the ſucceſs of ſuch expeditions, is 
that of adopting the moſt feaſible of thoſe ſchemes 
which are preſented by different projectors, and of 
appointing ſuch commanders as are capable of con- 
ducting them with vigour and ſagacity. ö 


The next ſtep which the favourite took, was 45 . 


provide a help-mate for the young Dairo ; and a cer- 
tain Tartar princeſs of the religion of Bupo, being 
_ pitched upon for this purpoſe, was formally de- 
manded, brought over to Niphon, eſpouſed by Gio- 
gio, and inſtalled empreſs with the uſual ſolemnities. 
But, left the choice of a Tartarian princeſs ſhould ſub- 


ject the Dairo to the imputation of inheriting his 


predeceſſor's predilection for the land of Veſſo, which 
had given fuch ſenſible umbrage to all the ſenſible 
Japaneſe who made uſe of their own reaſon, he de- 
termined to detach his maſter gradually from thoſe 
continental connexions, which had been the ſource of 
fuch enormous expence, and ſuch continual vexation 


to the empire of Japan. In theſe ſentiments, he 


with-held the annual tribute which had been lately 
paid to Brut-an-tifh ; by which means he faved a 
very conſiderable fam to the nation, and, at the ſame 


time, reſcued it from the infamy of ſuch a diſgraceful 
impoſition.— He expected the thanks of the public 


for this exertion of his influence in favour of his 
country ; but he reckoned without his hoſt. What 


he flattered himſelf would yield him an abundant 


harveſt of honour and applauſe, produced nothing 


but odium and reproach, as we ſhall ſee in the ſe- 


quel. 


| fiderable ſhare of ſpirit and capacity, were ſtrangely 
chequered with others of a more domeſtic nature, 


which favoured ſtrongly of childiſh vanity, raſh am- 


bition, littleneſs of mind, and lack of underſtanding. 
| E E 3 | He 


Theſe meaſures, purſued with an eye to the ad- 
vantage of the public, which ſeemed to argue a con- 
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He purchaſed a vaſt, ward-robe of tawdry cloaths, and 


fluttered in all the finery of Japan: he prevailed 
upon his maſter. to veſt him with the badges and 
trappings of all the honorary inſtitutions of the em- 
pire, although this multiplication of orders in the 


perſon of one man was altogether without precedent 


or preſcription. This was only ſetting himſelf up as 
the more conſpicuous mark for envy and detraction. 

Not contented with engrofling the perſonal favour 
and confidence of his ſovereign, and, in effect, di- 
recting the whole machine of government, he thought 


His fortune ſtill imperfect, while the treaſure of the 


empire paſſed through the hands of the Cuboy, en- 


abling that miniſter to maintain a very extenſive 
influence, which might one day interfere with his 


own. He therefore employed all his invention, to- 
gether with that of his friends, to find out ſome ſpe - 


Cious pretext for removing the old Cuboy from his 


office; and in a little time accident afforded what all 
their intrigues had not been able to procure. 
Ever ſince the demiſe of Got-hama- baba, poor 
Fika-kaka had been ſubject to a new ſet of vagarieg. 
The death of his old maſter gave him a rude ſhock: 
then the new Dairo encroached upon his province, by 
preferring a Bonze without his conſent or knowledge: 
finally, he was prevented by the expreſs order of G10- 
gio from touching a certain ſum out of the treaſury, 
which he had been accuſtomed to throw out of his 
windows at ſtated periods, in order to keep up an in- 
tereſt among the dregs of the people. All theſe mor- 
tifications had an effect upon the weak brain of the 


Cuboy. He began to loath his uſual food, and ſome- 


times even declined ſhewing himſelf to the Bonzes at 


his levee; ſymptoms that alarmed all his friends and 


dependants. Inſtead of frequenting the aſſemblies of 
the great, he now attended aſſiduouſly at all groanings 
and chriſtenings, grew extremely fond of caudle, and 
held conferences with practitioners, both male and 
female, in 


the art of midwifry. When buſineſs. or 


4 ceremony 
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obliged him to viſit any of the Quos or 
Quanbukus of Meaco; 8 a ſurpriſing inſtinct, 
ran directly to the nurſery, where, if there happened 
to be a child in the cradle, he took it up, and if it was 
foul, wiped it with great care and ſeeming ſatisfaction. 
He, moreover, learned of the good women to ſing 
lullabies, and practiſed them with uncommon ſucceſs: 
but the moſt extravagant of all his whims, was what ke 
_ exhibited one day in his own court-yard. Obſerving a 
neſt with ſome eggs, which the gooſe had quitted, fe 
forthwith dropped his trowſers, and ſquatting down 
in the attitude of incubation, began to Aretch out his 
neck, to hiſs and to cackle, as if he had been really 
metamorphoſed into the animal whoſe place he now 
ſupplied. | gens 
It was on the back of this adventure that one of 
the Bonzes, as prying and as great a goffip as the 
barber of Midas, in paying his morning worſhip to 
the Cuboy's poſteriors, ſpied ſomething, or rather 
nothing, and was exceedingly affrighted. He com- 
municated his difcovery and apprehenfion to divers 
others of the cloth ; and they were all of opinion that 
ſome effectual inquiſition ſhould be held on this phæ- 
nomenon, leſt the clergy of Japan ſhould hereafter be 
ſcandalized, as having knowingly kiſſed the breech of 
an old woman, perhaps a monſter or magician. In- 
formation was accordingly made to the Dairo, who 
gave orders for immediate inſpection; and Fika-kaka 
was formally examined by a jury of matrons. Whe- _ 
ther theſe were actuated by undue influence, I ſhall 
not at preſent explain; certain it is, they found their 
verdict, The Cuboy 2c mas; and among other evi- 
dences produced to atteſt his metamorphoſis, a certain 
Ximian, who pretended to have the  fecond fight, 
made oath that he had one evening ſeen the ſaid 
Fika-kaka in a female dreſs, riding through the air on 
a broom- ſtick. The unhappy Cuboy being thus con- 
victed, was diveſted of his office, and confined to his 
palace in the country; while Gio-gio, by the advice 
9 E E 4 of 
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of his 13 publiſhed a Pr roclamation, declaring it. 


was not for the honour of Japan that, her treaſury. 


| ſhould be managed either by a witch or an ald 


woman. 


Fika-kaka being thus removed, Yak- irot 1 was as ap- 
pointed treaſurer and Cuboy in his place, and no- 
ruled the roaſt with uncontrouled authority. On the 
very threſhold of his greatneſs, however, he made a 
falſe ſtep, which was one cauſe of his tottering, during 
the whole ſequel of his adminiſtration. In order to 
refute the calumnies and defeat the intrigues of Tay- 


cho in the aſſemblies of the people, he choſe as an 


aſſociate in the miniſtry Fokh- ſi-rokhu, who was at 
that inſtant the mofl unpopular man in the whole 
empire of Japan; and at the inſtigation of this colleague, 
deprived of bread a great number of poor families, 
who ſubſiſted on petty places which had been be- 
ſtowed upon them by the former Cuboy. Thoſe 
were ſo many mouths opened to augment the clamour, 
againſt his own perſon and adminiſtration. 

It might be imagined, that while he thus ſet one 
part of the nation at defiance, he would endeavour to 
cultivate the other; and, in particular, ſtrive to con- 
ciliate the good-will of the nobility, who did not ſee 
his exaltation without umbrage. But, inſtead of in- 
gratiating himſelf with them by a liberal turn of de- 
meanour ; by treating them with frankneſs and affa- 
bility; : granting them favours with a good grace; 
making entertainments for them at his palace; and 
mixing in their ſocial parties of pleaſure; Yak-ſtrot 
always appeared on the reſerve, and under all his finery, 
continually wore, a doublet of buckram, which gave 
an air of ſtiffneſs and conſtraint to his whole beha- 
viour. He ſtudied poſtures, and, in given audience, 
generally ſtood in the attitude of the idol Fo; ſo that 
he ſometimes was miſtaken ſor an image of ſtone. 
He formed a ſcale of geſticulation in a great variety 
of diviſions, cornprehending the ſlighteſt inclination 
of the head, the front nod, the lide- nod, the bow, the 


half 
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half, the ſemi-demi-bow, with the ſhuffle, the ſlide, 
the circular, ſemi- circular, and quadrant ſweep of the 
right foot. With equal care and preciſion did he 
model the œconomy of his looks into the diviſions 
and ſubdiviſions of the full-ſtare, the fide-glance, the 
penſive look, the pouting look, the gay look, the 
yacant look, and the ſtolid look. To theſe different 
expreſſions of the eye he ſuited the correſponding 
features of the noſe and mouth; fuch as the wrinkled 
noſe, the retorted noſe, the ſneer, the grin, the ſimper, 
and the ſmile. All theſe poſtures and geſticulations 
he practiſed, and diſtributed occafionally, according 
to the difference of rank and importance of the va- 
rious individuals with whom he had communica- 
C : | | 
But theſe affected airs being aſſumed in deſpite of 
nature, he appeared as awkward as a native of Angola, 
when he is firſt hampered with clothes; or a High- 
lander, obliged by act of parliament to wear breeches.— 
Indeed, the diſtance obſerved by Yak-ſtrot. in his be- 
haviour to the nobles of Niphon, was imputed to his 
being. conſcious of a ſuiphureous ſmell which cam 

from his own body; ſo that greater familiarity on hi 

fide might have bred contempt. He took delight in 
no other converiation but that of two or three obſcure 
Ximians, his compamons and counſellors, with whom 
he ſpent all his leiſure time, in conferences upon po- 
tics, patriotiſm, philoſophy; and the Belles Lettres. 


Thoſe were the oracles he conſulted in all the emer- 


gencies of ſtate; and with theſe he ſpent many an 
Attic evening. F Bad 1 17 BU 
The gods, not yet tired of ſporting with the farce 
of human government, were ſtill reſolved to ſhew by 
what inconſiderable ſprings a mighty empire may be 
moved. The new Cuboy was vaſtly well diſpoſed to 
make his Ximian favourites great men. It was in his 
power to beſtow places and penſions upon them; but 
it was not in his power to give them conſequence in 
the eyes of the public. The adminiſtration of Tak 
1 ſtrot 
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ſtrot could not fail of being propitious to his © own 
family, and poor relations, who were yery numerous, 

Their naked backs and hungry bellies were now 
clothed with the richeſt ſtuffs, and fed with the fat 
things of Japan. Every department civil and mili- 
tary was filled with — Thoſe iſlanders came 
over in ſhoals to Niphon, and ſwarmed in the ſtreets 
of Meaco, where they were eaſily diſtinguiſhed by their 
hnk fides, gaunt-looks, lanthorn-jaws, and long ſharp 
teeth. — There was a fatality that attended the whole 
conduct of this unfortunate Cuboy. His very par- 
tiality to his own .countrymen brought upon or at 
laſt the curſes of the whole clan. 

Mr. Orator Taycho, and his kinſman Lob-kob were 
not idle in the mean time, They provided their 
emiſſaries, and primed all their engines. Their un- 
derſtrappers filled every corner of Meaco with rumours, 
jealouſies, and ſuſpicions, Yak-ſtrot was repreſented 
as a ſtateſman without diſcernment, a minifter without 
knowledge, and a man without humanity. He was 
taxed; with inſupportable pride, indiſcretion, puſilla- 
nimity, rapacity, partiality, and breach of faith. It 
was affirmed that he had diſhonoured the nation, and 
endangered the very exiſtence of the Buponian reli- 
Sion, in withdrawing the annual ſubſidy from the great 
Brut-an-tiffi: that he wanted to ſtarve the war, and. 
betray the glory and advantage of the empire by a 
ſhameful peace: that he had avowedly ſhared his ad- 
miniſtration with the greateſt knave in Japan: that 
he treated the nobles of Niphon with inſolence and 
contempt: that he had ſuborned evidence againſt the 
ancient Cuboy Fika-kaka, who had ſpent a long life 
and an immenſe fortune in ſupporting the temple of 
Fak- ku-baſi: that he had cruelly turned adrift a great 
number of helpleſs families, in order to gratify his own: 
worthleſs dependants with their ſpoils: that he had 
enriched his relations and countrymen with the plun- 
der of Niphon: that his intention was to bring over 
the whole nation of Ximians, a lavage race, who had- 

been 
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been ever perfidious, greedy, and hoſtile towards the 
natives of the other Japaneſe iſlands. Nay, they were 
deſcribed as monſters in nature, with cloven feet, long 
tails, ſaucer eyes, iron fangs and claws, who would 
firſt devour the ſubſtance of the Niphonites, and then 
feed upon their blood. 

- Taycho had Legion's underſtanding ſo much in his 
power, that he actually made at believe Jak · ſtrot had 
formed a treaſonable ſcheme in favour of a foreign 
adventurer who pretended to the throne of Japan, and 
that the reigning Dairo was an accomplice in this 
project for his own depoſition. Indeed, they did not 
ſcruple to ſay that Gio-gio was no more than a puppet 
moved by his own grandmother and this vile Ximian, 
between whom they hinted there was a ſecret corre- 
ſpondence which reflected very little honour on the 
family of the Dairo. 

Mir. Orator Taycho and his aſſociate Lob-kob left 
no ſtone unturned to diſgrace the favourite, and drive 
him from the helm. They ſtruck up an alliance 
with the old. Cuboy Fika-kaka, and fetching him 
from his retirement, produced him to the beaſt as a 
martyr to loyalty and virtue. They had often before 
this period, expoſed him to the deriſion of the popu- 


” lace; but now they ſet him up as the object of vene- 


ration and eſteem; and every thing ſucceeded to their 
with, Legion hoiſted Fika-kaka on his back, and 
paraded- through the ſtreets of Meaco, braying hoarſe 
encomiums on the great talents and great virtues of 
the ancient Cuboy. His cauſe was now eſpouſed by 
his old friends Sti-phi-rum-poo and Nin-kom-pop-po, 
who had been turned adrift along with him, and by 
ſeyeral other Quos who had neſtled themſelves in 
warm places under the ſhadow of his protection: but 
it was remarkable, that not one of all the Bonzes who 
owed their preferment to his favour, had gratitude 
enough to follow his fortune, or pay the leaſt reſpect 
to him in the day of his diſgrace.— Advantage was 
allo. taken of the diſguſt occaſioned by Yak- 2 — 8 

reſerve 
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reſerve” atnonz the nobles of Japan. Even the Fatz⸗ 
man was eftranged from the councils of his kinſman 
Gio-gio, and lent his name and countenance to the 
malcontents, who now formed themſelves into a ve 
formidable cabal, comprehending a great number. of 
the firſt Quos in the empire. 

In order to counterbalance this confederacy, which 
was a ſtrange coalition of jarring interefts, the new 
Cuboy endeavoured to ſtrenghen his adminiſtration, 
by admitting into a ſhare- of it Gotto-mio, who 


_ dreaded nothing ſo much as the continuation of the 
war, and divers other noblemen, whole alliance con- 


tributed very little to his intereſt or advantage. Got- 


to- mio was univerſally envied for his wealth, and de- 


teſted for his avarice: the reſt were either of the She- 
it-kum-ſheit-el faction, which had been long in dit- 
grace with the Mobile; or men of deſperate fortunes 
and looſe morals, who attached themſelves to the 
Ximian favourite ſolely on account of e and 
penſions he had to beſtow. 

During theſe domeſtic commotions, the arms of 
Japan continued to proſper in the Indian ocean. 
Thin- quo was reduced almoſt without oppoſition; and 
news arrived that the conqueſt of Fan- yah was already 
more than half atchieved. At the ſame time, ſome 
conſiderable advantages were gained over the enemy 
on the continent of Tartary, by the Japaneſe forces 
under the command of Bron- xi-tic. It might be 
naturally ſuppoſed that theſe events would have, in 
ſome meaſure, reconciled the Niphonites to the new 
miniſtry: but they produced rather a contrary effect. 
The blatant beaſt was reſolved to rejoice at no victories, 
but thoſe that were obtained under the auſpices of its 
beloved Taycho; and now took it highly amiſs that 
Yak-ftrot ſhould preſume to take any ſtep which 
might redound to the glory of the empire. Nothing 
could have pleaſed: the monſter at this juncture to 
much as the miſcarriage of both expeditions, and a 
certain information that all the troops and ſhips em- 

715 ployed 
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— in them had miſerably periſhed. The king of 

orea, however, was ſo alarmed at the progreſs of the 

Japaneſe before Fan-yah, that he began to tremble 

by all his diſtant colonies, and earneſtly craved the 

advice of the cabinet of Pekin touching lome icheme 
to make a diverſion in their favour. / 

The councils of Pekin have been ever fruitful of 
invites to embroil the reſt of Aſia. They ſuggeſted 
a plan to the king of Corea, which he forthwith put 
in execution. The land of Fumma, which borders 
on the Corean territories, was governed by a prince 
nearly allied to the king of Corea, although his ſub- 
jects had very intimate connexions in the way of com- 
merce with the empire of Japan, which, indeed, had 
entered into an offenſive and defenſive alliance with 
this country. The emperor of China and the king of 
Corea having ſounded the ſovereign of Fumma, and 
found him well diſpoſed to enter into their meaſures, 
communicated their ſcheme, in which he immediately 
concurred. They called upon him in public, as their 
friend and ally, to join them againſt the Japaneſe, as 
the inveterate enemy of the religion of Fo, and as an 
inſolent people, who affected a deſpotiſm at ſea, to the 
detriment and deſtruction of all their neighbours; 
plainly declaring that he muſt either immediately 
break with the Dairo, or expect an invaſion on the 
tide of Corea. The prince of Fumma affected to 
complain loudly of this iniquitous propoſal; he made a 
merit of rejecting the alternative; and immediately 
demanded of the court of Meaco the ſuccours ſtipu- 
lated in the treaty of alliance, in order to defend his 
dominions. In all appearance, indeed, there was no 
time to be loſt; for the monarchs of China and Corea 
declared war againſt him without further heſitation; 
and uniting their forces on that fide, ordered them to 
enter the land of Fumma, after having given ſatiſ- 
factory aſſurances in private, that the prince had no- 
ching to fear from their hoſtilities. 

ret was not much embarraſſed on this een 
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fion. Without ſuſpecting the leaſt colluſion among 
the parties, he reſolved to take the prince of Fumma 
under his protection, thereunto moved by divers con- 
ſiderations. Firſt and {tha he piqued: himſelf 
upon his good faith: ſecondly, he knew that the trade 
with Fumma was of great conſequence to Japan; and 
therefore concluded that his ſupporting the ſovereign 
of it would be a popular meaſure: thirdly, he hoped 
that the multiplication of expence incurred by this 
new war, would make the blatant beaſt wince under 
its burthen, and of conſequence reconcile it to the 
thoughts of a general pacification, which he had ver 
much at heart. Meanwhile he haſtened the 7 
ſary ſuccours to the land of Fumma, and ſent thither 
an old general called Le- yaw- ter, in order to concert 
with the prince and his miniſters the operations of the 
campaign. s 8 ini 
his officer was counted one of the ſhrewdeſt po · 
liticians in Japan, and having reſided many years as 
amhaſſador in Fumma, was well acquainted with the 
genius of that people. He immediately diſcovered 
the ſcene which had been acted behind the curtain. 
He found that the prince of Fumma, far from having 
made any preparations for his own defence, had ac; 
tually withdrawn his garriſons from the frontier places, 


which, were. by this tune-peaceably occupied by the 


invading army of Chineſe and Coreans: that the few 
troops he had, were without cloaths, arms, and 
diſcipline; and that. he had -amuſed the court of 
Meaco with falſe: muſters, and a ſpecious account of 
levies and preparations which had been made. In a 
word,. though he could not learn the particulars, he 
comprehended the whole myſtery of the ſecret nego- 
tiations. He upbraided the miniſter of Fumma with 
perfidy, refuſed to aſſume the command of the Japaneie 
auxiliaries when they arrived, and returning to Meaco, 


communicated his difcoveries and ſuſpicions to the 


new Cuboy. But he did not meet with that recep- 
tion which he thought he deſerved inen, 4 
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ſucli importance. Yak-ſtrot- affected to doubt; per- 
haps he was not really convinced; or, if he was, 
thought proper to temporize; and he was in the right 
for ſo doing. A rupture with Fumma at this junc- 
ture, would have forced the prince to declare openly 
for the enemies of Japan; in which caſe the inhabi- 
tants of Niphon would have loſt the benefit of a very 
advantageous trade. They had already been great 
ſufferers in commerce by the breach with the king of 
Corea, whoſe ſubjects had been uſed to take off great 
quantities of the Japaneſe manufactures, for which 
they paid in gold and filver; and they could ill bear 
- ſuch an additional loſs as an interruption of the trade 
with Fumma would have occaſioned. The Cuboy, 
therefore, continued to treat the prince of that coun- 
try as a ſtaunch ally, who had ſacrificed every other 
conſideration to his good faith; and, far from reſtrict- 

ing himſelf to the number of troops and Fune ſtipu- 
lated in the treaty, ſent over a much more numerous 
body oſ forces and ſhips of war; declaring, at the ſame 
time, he would ſupport the people of Furnma with 
the whole power of Japan. 

Such a conſiderable diverſion of the Japutiiſs frength 
could not fail to anſwer, in ſome meaſure, the expec- 
tation of the two ſovereigns of China and Corea; but 
it did not prevent the ſuccels of the expeditions which 
were actually employed againſt their colonies in the In- 
dian ocean. It was not in his power, however, to pro- 
te& Fumma, had the invaders been in earneſt: but the 
combined army of the Chineſe and Coreans had orders 
to protract the war; and, inſtead of penetrating to 
the capital, at a time when the Fummians, though 
joined with the auxiliaries of Japan, were not nu. 
merous enough to look them in the face, they made 
a full-ſtop in the middle of their march, and quietly 
retired into ſummer quarters. 

The additional mcumbrance of a new continental 
war redoubled the Cuboy's deſire of peace; and his 
inclination being known to the A ho were alſo 

ſick 
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fick of the war, they had recourſe to the good offices 
af a certain neutral power, called Sab-oi, ſovereign of 
the mountains of Cambodia. This prince accordingly 
offered his mediation at the court of Meaco, and it 
was immediately accepted. The negotiation for peace, 

which had been broke off in the miniſtry of Taycho, 

was now reſumed; an ambaſſador plenipotentiary ar- 
rived from Pekin; and Gotto-mio was ſent thither 


in the ſame capacity, in order to adjuſt the art ieles, nd 


ſigu the preliminaries of peace. 
While this new treaty was on the . the ar- 


| mament equipped againſt Fan- yah under the com- 


mand of the Quo Kep-marl, and the brave admiral, 
who had ſignalized himſelf in the ſea of Kamtſchati a, 


reduced that important place, where they became 


maſters of a ſtrong ſquadron of Fune belonging to the 
king of Corea, together with a very conſiderable trea- 
ſure, ſufficient to indemnify Japan for the expence of 
the expedition. This, though the moſt grievous, was 
not the only diſaſter. which the war brought upon the 
Coreans. Their diſtant ſettlement of Lli-nam was 
likewiſe taken by general Tra- rep, and the inhabitants 
payed an immenſe nn in onder to redeem their 5 
from-plunder. 1 J 
Theſe ſucceſſes did not at all — the bönchußbon 
of the treaty, which was indeed become equally ne- 
ceſſary to all the parties concerned. Japan, in par- 
ticular, was in danger of being ruined by] her conqueſts. 
The war had deſtroyed ſo many men, that the whole 
empire could not afford a ſufficiency of recruits 
for the maintenance of the land- forces. All thoſe 
who had conquered Fatfifio and Fan-yah, were already 
deſtroyed by hard duty and the diſeaſes of thoſe un- 
healthy climates; above two-thirds of the Fune were 
rotten in the courſe of ſervice; and the complements 
of mariners reduced to leſs than one half of their ori- 
ginal numbers. Troops were actually wanting to 
garriſon the new. conqueſts. The finances of Japan 
were by this time drained to the bottom. One of 
her. 
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her chief reſources was ſtopped: by the rupture with 
Corea; while her expences were conſiderably aug- 
mented; and her national credit was ſtretched even 
to cracking. All theſe conſiderations ſtimulated more 
and more the Dairo and his Cuboy to conclude th | 
work of peace. 

Mean while the .enemies of Yak-ſtrot gave bini no 
quarter nor reſpite. They vilified his parts, traduced 
his morals, endeavoured to intimidate him with threats 
which did not even reſpect the Dairo, and never 
failed to inſult him whenever he appeared in public. 
It had been the cuſtom, time immemorial, for the 
chief magiſtrate of Meaco to make an entertainment 
for the Dairo and his empreſs, immediately after their 
nuptials, and to this banquet all the great Quos in 
Japan were invited. The perſon who filled the chair 
at preſent, was Rhum-kikh, an half-witted politician, 
ſelt-conceited, head-ftrong, turbulent, and ambitious; 
a profeſſed worſhipper of Taycho, whoſe oratorial 
talents he admired, and attempted to imitate in the 
aſſemblies of the people, where he generally excited 
the laughter of his audience. By dint of great wealth 
and extenſive traffick he became a man of conſequence 
among the mob, notwithſtanding: an illiberal turn 
of mind, and an ungracious addreſs ; and now, he 
reſolved to uſe this influence for the g glory of Taycho 
and the diſgrace of the Ximian favourite. Legion 
was tutored for the purpoſe, and moreover, well 
primed with a fiery cauſtic ſpirit in which Rhum-kikh 
was a conſiderable dealer. The Dairo and his young 
empreſs were received by him and his council with a 
ſullen formality in profound ſilence. The Cuboy was 
pelted as he paſſed along, and his litter almoſt. over- 


turned by the monſter, which yelled, and brayed, and 


hooted without ceaſing, until he was houſed in the 
city-hall, where he met with every fort of mortification 
from the entertainer as well as the ſpectators. At 
length Mr. Orator Taycho, with his coufin Lob-kob, 
appearing in a triumphal car at the city. gate, the bla: 
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tant * received them with loud e 
neſſed their horfes, and putting itſelf in the traces, 


drew them through the ſtreets of Meaco, which re- 


founded with acclamation. They were received with 
the ſame exultation within the hall of the entertain - 
ment, where their ſovereign and his canſort fat alto- 
gether unhonoured and unnoticed. t. 
A fmall: ſquadron of Chineſe Fune bs 3 
poffeſfion of a defenceleſs fiſnery belonging to Japan, 
min the neighbourhood of Fatſiſio, the emiſſaries of 
Taycho magnified this event into a terrible misfortune, 
ariſing from the mal - adminiſtration of the new Cuboy: 
nay, they did: not ſcruple to affirm, that he had left 
the fiſning · town defenceleſs on purpoſe that it might 
be taken by the enemy. This clamour, however, was 
of ſhort duration. The Quo Phyl-Kholl, who com- 
manded a few Fune in one of the harbours of Fatfiſio, 
no ſooner received intelligence of what had happened, 
than he embarked what troops were at hand, and 
ſailing directly to the place, obliged the enemy to 
. abandon their conqueſt with e an . 


In dhe midſt of: theſe tranſactions, the peace was 
; agnes, ratified, and even approved in the great na- 
tional council of the Quos, as well as in the aſſembly 
of the people. The truth is, the miniſter of Japan 


| has it always in his power to ſecure a majority in both 


theſe conventions, by means that may he eaſily gueſſed; 


4 and thoſe were not fpared on this occaſion.  Yak-ſtrot, 


in a ſpeech, harangued the great council, who were 
not a little furpriſed to hear him ſpeak with ſuch pro- 


Priety and extent of knowledge; for he had been re- 


Preſented as tongue- tied, and in point of elocution, 


little better than the palfrey he rode. He now vin- 


dicated all the fteps he had taken ſince his acceſſion 
to the helm: he demonſtrated the neceſſity of a pa- 
cification; explained and deſcanted upon every article 
of the treaty; ard finally, declared his conſcience was 
1o clear in this 2 that when he died, he ſhould 

dueſire 
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deſire ho other encomium to be engraved on his tomb, 
but that he was the author of this peace. 26771 

Nevertheleſs, the approbation of the council was 
not obtained without violent debate and altercation. 
The different articles were cenſured and inveighed 
againſt by the Fatz-man, the late Cuboy Fika-kaka, 
Lob-kob, Sti-phi-rum-poo; Nin-kom-poo-poo, and 
many other Quos; but, at the long-run, the influence 
of the preſent miniſtry predominated. As for Taycha, 
he exerted himſelf in a very extraordinary effort to de- 
preciate the peace in the aſſembly of the people. He 
had for ſome days pretended to be dangerouſiy ill, 
that he might make a merit of his patriotiſm by 
ſhewing a contempt for his own life, when the good of 
his country was at ftake. In order to excite the ad- 
miration of the public, and render his appearance in 
the aſſembly the more ſtriking, he was carried thither 
on a kind of hand-barrow, wrapped up in flannel; with 
three woollen might-caps on his head, eſcorted by 
Legion, which yelled, and brayed, and whooped, and 
bollowed, with ſuch vociferation, that every ſtreet of 
Meaco rung with hideous clamour. In this equipage 
did Taycho enter the aſſembly, where, being held up 
by two adherents, he, after a prelude of groans to 
rouſe the attention of his audience, began to declaim 


againſt the peace as inadequate, ſhameful, and diſad- 


yantageous: nay, he ventured to ſtigmatize every ſe- 
parate article, though he knew it was in the power of 
each individual of his hearers, to confront him with 
the terms to which he had ſubſcribed the preceding 
year, in all reſpects leſs honourable and advantageous 
to his country. Inconſiſtencies equally glaring and 
abſurd he had often crammed down the throats of the 
multitude: but they would not go down with this 
aſſembly of the people, which, in ſpite of his flannel, 
his night · caps, his crutches, and his groans, confirmed 
the treaty of peace by a great majority. Not that 
they had any great reaſon to applaud the peace- makers. 
who might have dictated their own terms, had they 
1 F F 2 proceeded 
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roceeded with more ſagacity and leſs precipitatiot, 

ut Fokh-fi-rokhu and his brother undertakers, hav- 
ing the treaſure of Japan at their command, had 
anointed the greateſt part of the aſſembly with a cer- 
tain precious ſalve, which preſerved them effectually 
from the faſcinating arts of Taycho. - 

This Oraror, incenſed at his bad Bice withik 
doors, renewed and redoubled his operations without. 
He exaſperated Legion againſt Yak-ſtrot to ſuch a 
pitch of rage, that the monſter could not hear the 
Cuboy's name three times pronounced without fall- 
ing into fits. His confederate Lob-kob, in the courſe 
of his reſearches, found out two originals admirably 
calculated for executing his vengeance againſt the 
Ximian favourite. One of. them, called Llurchir, a 
profligate Bonze, degraded for his lewd life, poſſeſſed 
a wonderful talent of exciting different paſſions in the 
blatant beaſt, by dint of quaint rhimes, which were 
faid to be inſpirations. of the demon of obloquy, to 
whc:1 he had fold his ſoul. Theſe oracles/ not only 
commanded the paſſions, but even influenced the 
organs of the beaſt in ſuch a manner, as to occaſion 
an evacuation either upwards or downwards, at the 
pleaſure of the operator. The other, known by the 
name of Jan-ki-dtzin, was counted the beſt markſ- 
man in Japan, in the art and myſtery of dirt-throw- 
ing. He poſſeſſed the art of making balls of filth; 
which were famous for ſticking and ſtinking; and 
theſe he threw with ſuch dexterity, that they very 
ſeldom miſſed their aim. Being reduced to a low 
ebb of fortune by his debaucheries, he had made ad- 
vances to the new Cuboy, who had rejected his prof- 
fered ſervices, on account of his immoral character: 
a prudiſh punctilio, which but ill became :Yak-ftrot, 
who had paid very little regard to Teputation in 
chooſing ſome of the colleagues he had aſſociated in 
his adminiſtration. Be that as it may, he no ſooner 
underſtood that Mr. Orator Taycho was buſy in pre- 


5 eren 1 an an: eren than he arc be- 
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Dan to put himſelf in a poſture of defence. He 
* hired a body of mercenaries, and provided ſome dirt- 
men and rhymers. Then, taking the field, a ſharp 
conteſt and pelting-match enſued : but the diſpute 
was ſoon terminated. Yak-ſtrot's verſifiers turned 
out no great conjurers, on the trial. They were not 
ſuch favourites of the demon as Llur-chir. The 
rhimes they uſed, produced no other effect upon Le- 
gion, but that of letting it a-braying. The Cuboy's 
dirt-men, however, played their parts tolerably well. 
Though their balls were inferior in point of compoſi- 
tion to thoſe of Jan- ki-dtzin, they did not fail to diſ- 
compoſe Orator Taycho and his friend Lob-kob, 
whole eyes were ſeen to water with the ſmart acca- 
ſioned by thoſe miſſiles: but theſe laſt had a great 
advantage over their adverſaries, in the zeal and at- 
tachment of Legion, whoſe numerous tongues were 
always ready to lick off the ordure that ſtuck to any 
part . of their leaders; and- this they did with ſuch 
tigns of ſatisfaction, as ſeemed to indicate an appetite 
for all manner of filth. 

- Yak-ſtrot having ſuffered: oddly in his own perſon, 
ard ſeeing his partiſans in confuſion, thought pro- 
per to retreat. Yet, although diſcomfited, he was 
not diſcouraged. On the contrary, having at bottom 
a fund of fanaticiſm, which, like camomile, grows 
the faſter for being trod upon, he became more ob- 
ſtinately bent than ever upon proſecuting his own 
ſchemes for the good of the people in their own de- 
ſpite. His vanity was likewiſe buoyed up by the 
flattery of his creatures, who extolled the paſſive 
courage he had ſhewn in the late engagement. 
Though every part of him ſtill tingled and ſtunk 
from the balls of the enemy, he perſuaded himſelf 
that not one of their miſſiles had taken place; and 
of conſequence, that there was ſomethin of divinity - 
in his perſon. Full of this notion, he S:C-arded his 
rhymſters and his dirt-caſters as unneceſſary, and re- 
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ſolved to bear the brunt of the battle in his own ins : 


dividual. FD x 8 
Fokh-ſi-rokhu adviſed him, nevertheleſs, to fill his 

trowſers with gold obans, which he might throw at 

Legion in caſe of neceſſity, aſſuring him that this 


was the only ammunition which the monſter could 


not withſtand. The advice was good ; and the Cu- 


boy might have followed it, without being obliged 


to the treaſury of Japan; for he was by this time be- 


come immenſely rich, in conſequence of having found 


a hoard in digging his garden: but this was an ex- 
pedient which Yak-ſtrot could never be prevailed 


upon to uſe, either on this or any other occaſion. 


Indeed, he was now fo convinced of his own perſonal 


energy, that he perſuaded his maſter Gio-gio to come 
forth and ſee it operate on the blatant. beaſt, Ac- 


cordingly the Dairo aſcended his car of ftate, while 


the Cuboy, arrayed in all his trappings, ſtood before 
him with the reins in his own hand, and drove di- 
rectly to the enemy, who waited for him without 


flinching. Being arrived within dung-ſhot of Jan- 


ki-dtzin, he made a halt, and putting himſelf in the 


attitude of the idol Fo, with a fimper in his counte- 
nance, ſeemed to invite the warrior to make a full 
diſcharge of his artillery. He did not long wait in 
ſhone. The balls ſoon began to whizz about his 
ears; and a great number took effect upon his per- 
ſon. At length, he received a ſhot upon his right 
temple which brought him to the ground. All his 
gewgaws fluttered, and his buckram doublet rattled 
as he fell. Llur-chir no ſooner beheld him proſtrate, 
than advancing with the monſter, he began to repeat 


his rhymes, at which every mouth and every tail of Le- 


gion was opened and lifted up; and ſuch a torrent of 


filth ſquirted from theſe channels, that the unfortunate 
Cuboy was quite overwhelmed. Nay, he muſt have 


been actually ſuffocated where he lay, had not ſome 


of the Dairo's attendants interpoſed and reſcued bim 


from 
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from the vengeance of the monſter. He was carried 
home in ſuch an unſavoury pickle, that his family 
ſmelled his diſaſter long before he came in fight ; and 


when he appeared in this woeful condition, covered 


with ordure, blinded with dirt, and even deprived of 
ſenſe and motion, his wife was ſeized with 4yterica 
paſſo. He was immediately ſtripped and waſhed, 
and other means being uſed for his recovery, he in a 
little time retrieved his recollection. | | 

He was now pretty. well undeceived with reſpe& 
to the divinity of his perſon : but his enthuſiaſm 
took a new turn. He aſpired to the glory of mar- 
tyrdom, and reſolved to devote himſelf as a victim to 
patriotic virtue. While his attendants were em- 


ployed in waſhing off the filth that ſtuck to his 


beard, he recited in a theatrical tone, the ſtanza of 
a famous Japaneſe bard, whoſe ſoul afterwards tranſ- 
migrated into the body of the Roman poet Horatius 
Flaccus, and inſpired han with the ſame ſentiment in 
the Latin tongue. 1 22 
Virtus repulſe neſcia ſordidæ 
Ebene: fh Tae 5 
Nec ſumit, aut ponit ſecuret 
Arbitrio popularis auræ. 


His friends hearing him declare his reſolution of: 
dying for his country, began to fear that his under- 
ſtanding was diſturbed. They adviſed him to yield 
to the torrent, which was become too impetuous to 
ſtem; to reſign the Cuboyſhip quietly, and reſerve 
his virtues for a more favourable occaſion. In vain 
his friends remonſtrated: in vain his wife and chil- 
dren employed their tears and intreaties to the ſame 
purpoſe. He lent a deaf car to all their ſolicitations, 
until they began to drop ſome hints that ſeemed to 
imply a ſuſpicion of his inſanity, which alarmed him 


exceedingly ; and the Dairo himſelf fignifying to him 


in private, that it was become abſolutely neceſſary to 
temporize, he refigned the reins of government. with 
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a heavy heart, though not before he was aſſured that 
he ſhould Rill continue to exert his influence behind 


the curtain, 


G1o-gio's own perſon had not eſcaped patched. 
in the laſt ſkirmiſh. Jan-ki-dtzin was tranſported to 
ſuch a pitch of inſolence, that he aimed ſome balls 
at the Dairo, and one of them taking place exactly 


betwixt the eyes, defiled his whole viſage. Had the 


laws of Japan been executed in all their ſeverity 
againſt this audacious plebeian, he would have fſuf- 
fered crucifixion on the ſpot; but Gio-gio, being 
good-natured eyen to a fault, contented himſelf with 


erdering ſome of his attendants to apprehend and 


put him in the public ſtocks, after having ſeized the 
whole cargo of filth which he had collected at his 


| habitation for the manufacture of his balls. Legion 


was no ſooner informed of his diſgrace, than it re- 


leaſed him hy force, being therein comforted and 
abetted by the declaration of a puny magiſtrate, 


called Praff- patt-phogg, who ſeized this, as the only 
opportunity he ſhould ever find of giving himſelf any 


conſequence in the commonwealth, Accordingly, 


the monſter hoiſting him and Jan-ki-dtzin on their 


| ſhoulders, went in proceſſion through the ſtreets of 


Meaco, hollowing, huzzaing, and extolling this ve- 
nerable pair of patriots as the Pallagia of the Mart 
of Japan. 

The monſter's officious zeal on this occafion was 
bir from being agreeable to Mr. Orator Taycho, who 
took umbrage at this exaltation of his two under- 
ſtrappers, and from that moment devoted Jan-ki- 
dtzin to deſtruction. The Dairo finding it abſolutely 
necetlary for the ſupport of his government, that this 
dirt-monger ſhould be puniſhed, gave directions for 
trying him according to the laws of the land. He 
was ignominiouſſy expelled from the affembly of the 
people, where his old patron Taycho not only diſ- 
claimed him, but even repreſented him as a worthleſs 
athe iſt and ſower of fedition ; but he eſcaped the 


weight 
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weight of a more ſevere ſentence in another tribunal, 
by retreating without beat of drum, into the terri- 
tories of China, where he found an aſylum, from 
whence he made divers ineffect ual appeals to the mul- 
titudinous beaſt at Niphon. Se: 5 
As for Yak-ſtrot, he was every thing but a down- 
right martyr to the odium of the public, which pro- 
duced a ferment all over the nation. His name was 
become a term of reproach. He was burnt or cru- 
cified in effigy in every city, town, village, and diſtrict 
of Niphon. Even his own countrymen, the Ximians, 
held him in abhorrence and execration. Notwith- 
ſtanding his partiality to the natale ſolum, he had not 
been able to provide for all thoſe adventurers who 
came from thence in conſequence of his promotion. 
The whole number of the diſappointed became his 
enemies of courſe; and the reſt finding themſelves 
expoſed to the animoſity and ill offices of their fel- 
lo- ſubjects of Niphon, who hated the whole com- 
munity for his ſake, inveighed againſt Yak-ſtrot as 
the curſe of their nation. | | 

In!n the midſt of all this deteſtation and diſgrace, it 
muſt be owned for the fake of truth, that Yak-ſtrot 
was one of the honeſteſt men 1n Japan, and certainly 
the greateſt benefactor to the empire. Juſt, upright, 
ſincere, and charitable ; his heart was ſuſceptible of 
friendſhip and tenderneſs. . He was a virtuous huſ- 
band, a fond father, a kind maſter, and a zealous 
friend. In his public capacity he had nothing in view 
but the advantage of Japan, in the proſecution of 
which he flattered himſelf he ſhould be able to dil- 
play all the abilities of a profound ſtateſman, and all 
the virtues of the moſt ſublime patriotiſm. It was 
here he over-rated his own importance. His virtue 
became the dupe of his vanity. Nature had denied 
him ſhining talents, as well as that eaſineſs of deport- 
ment, that affability, liberal turn, and verſatile genus, 
without which no man can ever figure at the head of 
an adminiſtration. Nothing could be more bleed 
| ws | t 
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than his being charged with want of parts and un- 
derſtanding to guide the helm of government, conſi- 
dering how happily it had been conducted for many 
years by Fika-kaka, whoſe natural genius would have 
been found unequal even to the art and myſtery of 
- combing. Beſides, the war had proſpered in 
his hands, as much as it ever did under the auſpices 
of his predeceſſor; though, as I have before obſerved, 
neither the one nor the other could yy claim ws 
1 from its ſucceſs. 

But Yak-ſtrot's ſervices to the public were ah 


more important in another reſpect. He had the re- 


folution to diſſolve the ſhameful and pernicious en- 
gagements which the empire had contracted on the 


Continent of Tartary. He lightened the intolerable 
burthens of the empire: he ſaved its credit when it 
was ſtretched even to burſting. He made a peace; 


which, if not the moſt glorious that might have been 
obtained, was, at leaſt, the moſt ſolid and advanta- 
geous that ever Japan had concluded with an power 
whatſoever; and, in particular, much more honour- 
able, uſeful, and aſcertained, than that which Taycho 
had agreed to ſubſcribe the preceding year; and, by 
this peace, he put an end to all the horrors of a cruel 
war, which had ravaged the beſt parts of Aſia, and 
deſtroyed the lives of ſix hundred thouſand men 
every year. On the whole, Vak- ſtrot's good qualities 
were reſpectable. There was very little vicious in his 
compoſition; and as to his follies, they were rather 
the ſubjects of ridicule than of reſentment. 
Yak-ſtrot's ſubalterns in the miniſtry rejoiced in 
ſecret at his running ſo far into the north of Legion's 
diſpleaſure. Nay, it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected that 
fome of their emiffaries had been very active againſt 
him in the day of his diſcomfiture. They flattered 
themſelves, that if he could be effectually driven 
from the preſence of the Dairo, they would ſucceed 
to his influence; and in the mean time would acquire 


ee by turning tail to, and kicking at, the 


Ximian 
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Ximian favourite, who had aſſociated them in the 
adminiſtration in conſequence of their vowing eternal 
attachment to his intereſt, and conſtant ſubmiſſion to 
his will. Having held a ſecret conclave to concert 
their operations, they began to execute their plan, by 
ſeducing Yak-ſtrot into certain odious meaſures of 
raiſing new impoſitions on the people, which did not 
fail, indeed, to increaſe the clamour of the blatant 
Beaſt, and promote its filthy diſcharge upwards. and 
downwards; but then the torrents were divided, and 
many a tail was lifted up againſt the real projectors of 
the ſcheme which the favourite had adopted. They 
now reſolved to make a merit with the Mobile, by 
Fung a German quarrel with Strot, and inſulting 

im in public. - Gotto-mio cauſed a ſcrubbing-poſt 
to be ſet up in the night at the Cuboy's door.— 
The ſcribe Zan-ti-fic preſented him with a ſcheme 
for the importation of brimſtone into the iſland of 
Ximo: the other ſcribe pretended he could not ſpell 
the barbarous names of the Cuboy's relations and 
countrymen; who were daily thruſt into the moſt lu- 


crative employments. As for 'Twitz-er the Financier, 


he never approached Yak-ftrot' without clawing his 
knuckles in derifion. At the council of Twenty- 
eight, they thwarted every plan he propoſed, and 
turned into ridicule every word he ſpoke. At length 
they bluntly told the Dairo, that as Yak-ſtrot re- 
ſigned the reins of adminiſtration in public, he muſt 
likewiſe give up his management behind the curtain 
for they were not at all diſpoſed to anſwer to the 
people for meaſures diftated by an inviſible agent. 
This was but a reaſonable demand, in which the em- 
peror ſeemed to acquieſce. But the new miniſters 
thought it was requiſite that they ſhould commit 
ſome overt act of contempt for the abdicated Cuboy. 
One of his neareſt relations had obtained a profi- 
table office in the iſland of Ximo; and of this, the 
new cabal inſiſted he ſhould be immediately deprived. 
The Dairo remonſtrated againſt the injuſtice of turn- 
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ing a man out of his place for no other reaſon ford 10 
fatisfy their caprice; and plainly told them he could 


not do it without infringing his honour, as he had 


ge his word that the poſſeſſor ſhould enjoy the paſt 
or life. Far from being ſatisfied with this declaration, 
they urged their demand with redoubled importu- 
nity, mixed with menaces which equally embarraſſed 


and incenſed the good -natured Dairo. At laſt Yak- 


ſtrot, taking compaſſion upon his indulgent maſter, 
prevailed upon his kinſman to releaſe him from the. 
obligation of his word, by making a voluntary reſig- 


nation of his office. The Dairo fell ſick of vexation: 


his life was deſpaired of; and all Japan was filled 
with alarm and apprehenſion at the proſpect of an 
infant's. aſcending the throne: for the heir apparent 


\ was {till in the cradle. 


Their fears, however, were happily e ed by | 
the recovery of the emperor, who, to prevent as much 


as poſſible. the inconveniences that might attend his 


demiſe, during the minority of his ſon, reſolved that 


à regency ſhould be eſtabliſhed and ratified by the: 


ſtates of the empire. The plan of this regency he 
concerted in private with the venerable princeſs his 


. grandmother, and his friend Yak-ſtrot ; and then 


communicated the deſign to his miniſters, who know- 
ing the quarter from whence it had come, treated it 
with coldneſs and contempt. They were ſo elevated, 


by their laſt triumph over the Ximian favourite, that 


they overlooked every obſtacle to their ambition; 
and determined to render the Dairo dependant on. 
them, and them only. With this view they threw 
cold water on the preſent meaſure ; and to mark 
their hatred of the favourite more ftrongly in the 
eyes of Legion, they endeavoured to exclude the 
name of his patroneſs, the Dairo's grandmother, from 
the deed of regency, though their malice, was fruſ- 
trated. by the vigilance of Yak-ſtrot, and the indig-- 
nation-of the {tates, who reſented this affront offered 
to the family of their ſovereign. | 

The 
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The tyranny of this junto became ſo intolerable to 
den that he reſolved to ſhake off their yoke, 
whatever might be the conſequence: but before any 
effectual ſtep was taken for this purpoſe, Yak-ſtrot; 


| who underſtood mechanics, and had ſtudied the art 


of puppet· playing, tried an experiment on the organs 
of the cabal, which he tampered with individually with- 
out ſucceſs. Inſtead of uttering what he prompted; 
the ſounds came out quite altered in their -pailage. 
Gotto- mio grunted ; the Financier 'Twitz-er bleated, 
or rather brayed; one ſcribe mewed like a cat; the 
other yelped like a jack-all. In ſhort, they were 
found ſo perverſe and refractory, that the maſter of 
the motion kicked them off the ſtage, and ſupplied 
the ſcene with a new ſet of puppets made of very ex- 
traordinary materials. They were the very figures 
through whoſe pipes the charge of mal-· adminiſtration 
had been ſo loudly ſounded againſt the Ximian fa- 
vourite. They were now muſtered by the Fatzman, 
and hung upon the pegs of the very ſame puppet- 
ſhew-man againſt whom they had fo vehemently in- 
veighed. Even the ſuperannuated Fika - kaka ap- 
peared again upon the ftage as an actor of ſome con- 
ſequence; and inſiſted upon it, that his metamor- 
phoſis was a mere calumny. But Taycho and Lob- 
kob kept aloof, becauſe Yak-ſtrot had not- yet touch- 
ed them on the proper keys. | 
The firſt exhibition of the new wot was ve 
Topſy-turvy, a farce in which they overthrew all the 
paper houſes which their predeceſſors had built: but 
they performed their parts in ſuch confuſion, that 
Yak-ſtrot interpoſing to keep them in order, received 
divers contuſions and ſevere kieks on the ſhins, which 
made his eyes water; and, indeed, he had in a little 
time reaſon enough to repent of the revolution he 
had brought about. The new ſticks of adminiſtra- 
tion proved more ſtiff and unmanageable than the 
former; and thoſe he had diſcarded, aſſociating with 
the blatant beaſt, ben him with ſuch A * ; 
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of filth; drained from all the ſewers of ſcurrility, that 
he really became a public nuiſance. Gotto- mio 

tended remorſe of conſcience, and declared he would 
impeach Yak-ftrot for the peace which he himſelf had 
negociated. Twitz-er ſnivelled and (cried, and caſt 
figures to prove that Fak- ſtrot was born for the de- 
ſtruction of Japan; and Zan-ti-fic lured an incen- 


diary Bonze called Toks, to thriwy fire-balls by night 


into the palace of the favourite. 

In this diftreſs, Strot caſt his eyes on Wehn the 
monſter-tamer, who alone ſeemed able to over- ba- 
lance the weight of all other oppoſition; and to him 


he made large advances accordingly; but his offers 


were ſtill inadequate to the expectations of that De- 
magogue, who, nevertheleſs, put on a face of capitu- 


lation. He was even heard to ſay that Yak-ſtrot was 
an honeſt man and a good miniſter ; nay, he declared 


he would aſcend the higheſt pinnacle of the higheſt 
pagod in Japan, and proclaim that Yak-ſtrot had 
never, directly nor indirectly, meddled with adminis 
{tration ſince he reſigned the public office of miniſter, 
Finding him, however, tardy and phlegmatic in his 
propoſals, he thought proper to change his phraſe, 
and in the next aſſembly of the people, ſwore, with 
great vociferation, that the faid Vak-ſtrot was the 
greateſt rogue that ever eſcaped the gallows, . This 
was a neceſſary fillip to Yak-ftrot, and operated upon 


him fo effectually, that he forthwith ſent a charte 


blanche to the great Taycho, and a treaty was imme- 
diately ratified on the following conditions: That 
the ſaid Taycho ſhould be raifed to the rank of 
Quanbuku, and be appointed conſervator of the 


Dairo's fignet : that no ſtate meaſure ſhould be taken 


without his expreſs approbation: that his creature 
the lawyer Praff- fog ſhould be ennobled and preferred 


to the moſt eminent place in the tribunals of Japan; 


and that all his friends and dependants ſhould: be 
provided for at the public expence, in ſuch a manner 
as he himſelf ſhould propotei;:His kinſman Lob-kob, 

* however, 
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however, was not eomprehended i in this treaty, the 
articles of which he inveighed againſt with ſuch acri- 
mony, that a rupture enſued betwixt theſe two ori: 
ginals. The truth is, Lob- kob was now ſo full of his 
own importance, that nothing leſs than an equal ſhare 
of adminiſtration would fatisfy his ambition ; and this 
was neither in Taycho' s power BON inclination to 
grant. | 
'The firſt conſequence of this treaty. Was a new ſhift 
pe hands, and a new dance of miniſters. The Chair 
of precedency was pulled from under the antiquated 

Fi er who fell upon his back; and his heels 

flying up, diſcovered but too plainly the melancholy 
truth o 3 metamorphoſis. All his colleagues were 
_ diſcarded, except thoſe who thought proper to tem- 
porize and join in dancing the hay, according as they 
were actuated by the new partners of the puppet- 
ſhew. This coalition was the greateſt maſter-piece 
in politics that ever Yak-ſtrot performed. Taycho, 
the formidable Taycho! whom in his ſingle perſon he 
dreaded more than all his other enemies of Japan 
united, was now become his coadjutor, abettor, and 
advocate; ; and, which was {till of more conſequence 
to Strot, that Demagogue was forſaken of his 0d 
genius Legion. 
The many-headed monſter would hows ſwallowed 
down every other ſpecies of tergiverſation in Taycha, 
except a coalition with the deteſted favourite, and the 
title of Quo, by which he formally renounced its 
ſociety: but theſe were articles which the mongrel 
could not digeſt, The tidings of this union threw 
the Beaſt into a kind of ſtupor, from which it was 
rouſed by bliſters and cauteries applied by Gotto- mio, 
Twitz-er, Zan-ti-fic, with his underſtrapper Toks, 
now reinforced by Fika-kaka, and his diſcarded affo- 
ciates: for their common hatred to Yak-ſtrot, like 
the rod of Moſes, ſwallowed up every diſtinction af 
Party, and every ſuggeſtion of former animoſity; and 
nn — with incredible zeal, in rouſing Le- 
| gion 
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| to a due ſenſe of Taycho's 8 The Beaſt, 
ſo ſtimulated, howled three days and three nights ſuc- 
ceſſively at Taycho s gate; then was ſeized with a 
convulſion, that went off with an evacuation upwards 
and eren ſo ene that the very air was 
infected. 

The horrid ound of the Beaſt's lamentation, 50 ä 
noxious effluvia of its filthy diſcharge, joined to the 
poignant remorſe which Taycho felt at finding his 

r over Legion diſſolved, occaſioned a commotion 
in his brain; and this led him into certain extrava - 
gancies, which gave his enemies a handle to fay he 
was actually "inſane. His former friends and partizans 
thought the beſt apology they could make for the in- 
conſiſtency of his conduct, was to ſay he was non com- 
Pos; and this report was far from being diſagreeable to 
Tak: ſtrot, becauſe he would at any time furniſh him 
with a plauſible pretence to diſſolve the partnerſhip, 
at which he inwardly repined : for it was neceſſity 
alone that drove him to a partition of his power with 
a man ſo incapable of acting i in concert with any col- 
Teague whatſoever. 

In the mean time Gotto-mio and his aſociates left 
no ſtoned unturned to acquire the ſame influence over 
Legion, which Taycho had ſo eminently poſſeſſed: 
but the Beaſt's faculties, ſlender as they were, ſeemed 
now greatly impaired, in conſequence of that arch 
empiric's practices upon its conſtitution. In vain did 
Gotto-mio hoop and hollow: in vain did Twitz-er 
tickle its long ears; in vain did Zan-ti-fic apply ſter- 
nutatories, and his Bonze adminiſter inflammatory 
glyſters; the monſter could never be brought to a 
right underſtanding, or at all concur with their deſigns, 
except in one inſtance, which was its antipathy to the 
Ximian favourite. This had become fſo' habitual, 
that it acted mechanically upon its organs, even after 
it had loſt all other ſigns of recognition. As often as 
the name of Yak-ſtrot was pronounced, the Beaſt 


1 began to yell; and all the uſual conſequences enſued: 
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but whenever his new friends preſumed to mount him, 


he threw himſelf on his back, and rolled them 1 in the 
kennel : at the hazard of their lives. 


One would imagine there was ſome leaven in the 


nature of Lak - ſtrot, that ſoured all his ſubalterns who 
were natives of Niphon; for howſoever they promiſed 
all ſubmiſſion to his will before they were admitted 
into his motion, they no ſooner found themſelves 
acting characters in his drama, than they began to 
thwart him in his meaſures; ſo that he was plagued 
by thoſe he had taken in, and perſecuted by thole he 
had driven out. The two great props which he had 
been at ſo much pains to provide, now failed him, 
| Taycho was grown crazy, and could no longer manage 
the monſter; and Quam-ba-cun-dono the Fatzman, 
whoſe authority had kept ſeveral puppets in awe, died 
about this period. Theſe two circumſtances were 
the more alarming, as Gotto-mio and his crew began 
to gain ground, not only in their endeavours to rouſe 
the Monſter, but alſo in tampering with ſome of the 
acting puppets, to join their cabal and make head 
againſt their maſter. Theſe exoterics grew ſo refrac- 
tory,” that when he tried to wheel them to the right, 
they turned to the left about; and, inſtead of joining 
hands in the dance of politics, rapped their heads 
againſt each other with ſuch violence, that the noiſe 
of the colliſion was heard in the ſtreet; and if they had 
not been made of the hardeſt wood in Japan, ſome 
of them would certainly have been {plit in the en- 
counter. 

By this time Legion began to have fome ſenſe off its 
own miſerable condition. The effects of the yeaſt 
potions which it had drank ſo liberally from the hands 
of Taycho, now wore off. The fumes diſperſed; the 
illuſion vaniſhed; the flatulent tumor of its belly 
diſappeared with innumerable exploſions, leaving 2 
hideous lankneſs and ſuch a canine appetite as all the 
catables of Japan could not ſatisfy. After having 


devoured the whole harveſt, it yawned for more, and 
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grew quite outrageons in its huttger, threitening te 


eed on human fleſh, if not plentifully ſupplied wit! 
other viands. In this dilemma Yak-ſtrot convened 
the council of Twenty-eight, where, in confideration 
of the urgency of the cafe, it was reſolved to ſuſpend 
the law againſt the importation of foreign proviſions, 
and open the ports of Japan for the relief of the bla- 
BESent pa: 42 15 
As this was PEER the Dairo with a diſpenſing 
* 


ciples with their places. Taycho the Quo, OE 


rank in the ſtate, by vilifying and infulting the kingly 


power, and affirming that the Dairo was the ſlave of 
the people, now had the impudence to declare in the 
face of day, that in ſome cafes the emperor's power 
was abſolute, and that he had an inherent right to 
ſuſpend and ſuperſede the laws and ordinances of the 

Z FP 

Mura-clami, who had been for ſome time eclipſed 
in his judicial capacity by the popularity of Praff-fog, 
did not fail to ſeize this opportunity of expoſing thi 
character of his upſtart rival. Though he had been 
all his life an bumble retainer to the prerogative, he 
now made a parade of patriotiſm, and in a tide ofelo- 
quence bore down all the flimſy arguments which the 


triumvirate advanced. He demonſtrated the futility 


of their reaſoning, from the expreſs laws-and cuſtoms 
of the empire; he expatiated on the pernicious ten- 
\ 9 8 | dency 
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dency of their doctrine, and exhibited the inconſiſtency 
of their conduct i in ſuch colours, that they muſt have 
hid their heads in confuſion, had they not happily 
conquered all ſenſe of ſhame, and been well convinced 
' that the majority of the aſfembly were not a whit 
more honeſt than themſelves. Mura-clami enjoyed a 
momentary triumph ; but his words made a very 
ſlight impreſſion; for it was his . misfortune to be a 
Ximian; and if bis virtues had been more numerous 
than the hairs in his beard, this very circumſtance 
would have ſhaved them clean anvay from the conſi- 

deration of the audience. | 

Taycho, opening the flood-gates of his abuſe, be- 
ſpattered all that oppoſed him. Lleynah, alias Curſe- 
mother, ſwore that he had got into the wrong box; 
then turning to Praff- fog, Brother Praff, {cried he) 
thou haſt now let down thy trowſers, and every raſcal 
in Japan will whip thy a—ſe!” Praff was afraid of 
the Beaſt's reſentment; but Taycho beſtrid him like 
a Coloſſus, and he crept through hetween his legs into 
a place of ſafety. This was the laſt time that the 
Orator appeared in public. Immediately after this 
occurrence it was found neceſſary to confine him to a 
dark chamber, and Yak-ſtrot was left to his own 
inventions. 

In this dilemma he had recourſe to the old expe- 
dient of changing hands; and as a prelude to this re- 
form, made advances to Gotto- mio, whom he actually 
detached from the oppoſition, by providing his friends 
and dependants with lucrative offices, and promiſing 
to take no ſteps of conſequence without his privity 

and approbation. A ſop was at the ſame time thrown 
to Twitz-er; Zan-ti-fic, lulled with ſpecious promiſes, 
diſcarded Toks the incendiary Bonze; Lob- kob ſigned 
a neutrality, and old Fika-kaka was deprived of the 
uſe of ſpeech. In a word, the ill-cemented confederacy 
of Strot's exoteric foes fell aſunder; and Legion had 
now no rage but the rage of hunger to be appealed. 


But the. Ximian fayourite was {fill thwarted in his 
STS operations 
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operations behind the curtain; for he had fo often 
chopped and changed the figures that compoſed his 
motion, that they were all of different materials; ſo 
wretchedly ſorted and ſo ill-toned, that when they 
came upon the ſcene, they produced nothing but diſ- 
cord and diſorder. 

Tlie Japaneſe colony of Fatſiſio had been ſettled 
above a century, and in the face of a thouſand dan- 
gers and difficulties raiſed themſelves to ſuch conſide- 
ration, that- they conſumed infinite quantities of the 
manufactures of Japan, for which they paid their 
mother-country in gold and ſilver, and precious drugs, 
the produce of their plantations. The advantages 
which Japan reaped from this traffic with her own 
coloniſts; almoſt equalled the amount of what ſhe 
gained by her commerce with all the other parts of 
Afia, Twitz-er, when he managed the finances of 
Japan, had in his great wiſdom planned, procured, 
and promulgated a law ſaddling the Fatſiſians with a 
grievous tax to anſwer the occaſions of the Japaneſe 
government: an impoſition, which ſtruck at the very 
vitals of their conſtitution, by which they were exempt 
from all burthens but ſuch as they fitted for their own 
ſhoulders. They raiſed a, mighty clamour at this 
innovation, in which they were joined by Legion, at 
that time under the influence of Taycho, who, in the 
aſſembly of the people, bitterly inveighed againſt the 
authors and abettors of ſuch an arbitrary and tyran- 
nical meaſure. Their reproach and execration did not 
ſtop at Twitz-er, but proceeded, as uſual, to Yak-ſtrot, 
who was the general butt at which all the arrows of 
ſlander, ſeurrility, and abuſe, were Jevelled. The 
puppets with which he ſupplied the places of Twitz-er 
and his aſſociates, in order to recommend themſelves 
to Legion, and perhaps, with a view to mortify the 
favourite, who had patronized the Fat ſiſian tax, in- 
ſiſted upon withdrawing this impoſition, which was 
accardingly abrogated, to the no ſmall diſgrace and 
cont: 1 of the law. give ers: ; but when theſe new mi- 


niſters 
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niſters were turned out, to make way for Taycho and 
his friends, the intereſt of the Fatſiſians was again 
abandoned. Even the Orator himſelf declaimed 
againſt them with an unembarrafled countenance, 
after they had raiſed ſtatues to him as their friend and 
patron ; and meaſures were taken to make them feel 
all the ſeverity of an abject dependance upon the legiſ- 
lature of Japan. Finally, Gotto-mio acceded to 
this ſyſtem, which he had formerly approved in con- 
junction with Twitz-er; and preparations were made 
for uſing compulſory meaſures, ſhould the coloniſts 
refuſe to ſubmit with a good grace. 

The Fatſiſians, far from acquieſcing in theſe pro- 
ceedings, reſolved to defend to the laſt extremity 
thoſe liberties which they had hitherto preſerved; and, 
as a proof of their independence, agreed among 
themſelves to renounce all the ſuperfluities with which 
they had ſo long been furniſhed, at a vaſt expence, 
from the manufactures of Japan, ſince that nation 
had begun to act towards them with all the cruelty 
of a ſtep-mother, It was amazing to ſee ahd to hear 
how Legion raved, and flabbered, and ſnapped its 
multitudinous jaws in the ſtreets of Meaco, when it 
underſtood that the Fatſiſians were determined to 
live on what their own country afforded. They were 
repreſented and reviled as ruffians, barbarians, and 
unnatural monſters, who clapped the dagger to the 
breaſt of their indulgent mother, in preſuming to ſave 
themſelves the expence of thoſe ſuperfluities, which, 
by the bye, her cruel impoſitions had left them no 

money to purchaſe. Nothing was heard in Japan 
but threats of puniſhing thoſe ungrateful coloniſts 
with whips and ſcorpions. For this purpoſe, troops 
were aſſembled and fleets equipped ; and the blatant 
Beaſt yawned with impatient expectation of bein 
drenched with the blood of its fellow- ſubjects. 
 Yak-ſtrot was ſeized with horror at the proſpect of 
ſuch extremities; for, to jive the devil his due, his 
diſpoſition was neither arbitrary nor cruel ; but he 


had 
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bad been hurried by evil counſellors into a train of 
falſe politics, the. conſequences, of which he did not 
foreſee. He now ſummoned council after council to 
deliberate upon conciliatory expedients; but found 
the motley crew. ſo divided by f{elf-intereſt, faction, 
and mutual rancour, that no conſiſtent plan could be 
formed: all was nonſenſe, clamour, and contradiction. 
The Ximian favourite now wiſhed all his puppets at 
the devil, and ſecretly, curſed the hour in which he 
firſt undertook the motion. He even fell ſick of 
chagrin, and reſolved, in good earneſt, to withdraw 
himſelf entirely from the political helm, which he was 
now convinced. he had no talents to guide. In the 
mean time, he tried to find ſome temporary allevia- 
tion to the evils occaſioned by the monſtrous incon- 

uity of the members and materials that compoſed 
fis adminiſtration. But before any effectual mea- 
ſures could be taken, his evil genius, ever active, 
brewed up a new ſtorm in another quarter, which had 
well-nigh ſwept him and 4 his projects into the 
Sup! of perdlition. 8 a | 
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